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CHAPTER L 

THE AIM AND ITALIAN I^AKEfi. 

The gradfial oblitemtion of many deeply-focrt^' 
ed prejudices, and erroneous opinions of our an<* 
cestors, regarding the state of manners and feel- 
ings in foreign countries, affords a gratifying sub- 
ject for reflection to those who love to observB 
the progress of the human mind, and to trace ita 
rapid strides in intelligence. Of late years, a con- 
stant intercourse with our Continental neighbours,' 
has giren rise to a more just appreciation of their 
national character. The illiberal notion of our 
• own superiority is fast dying away, and almost ex- 
tinct among the higher classes. This must ever be 
the case where men are possessed of information 
saiBcient to enable them to look beyond the false 
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16 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

snrfiice which disguises the troth ; and at no great 
distance of time, it is probable that more enlight- 
ened views will also be diffused among the mass 
of the people. One great cause to which this de- 
sirable object may be attributed, is certainly to be 
found in our increased facilities of judging by ocu- 
lar demonstration. For my own part, abundant 
opportunities of detecting iJie erroneous accounts 
of mendacious travellers hare been afforded me, 
in the course of my own quiet and nnobtrusire ex- 
cursions in different parts of Europe. 

During a number of years passed on the Conti- 
nent, I was in the occasional practice of taking 
notes of such incidents as seemed most worthy of 
being recorded. In the latter part of my rambles, 
these notes assumed ^e form of a regular journal, 
wherein, without entering into very minute details, 
either with regard to the appearance of the 
country, or the manners of its inbeibitaatB, I en- 
deavoured to collect and convey the impressions 
made on my ^lind, during a residence of a few 
iponths in Italy. It was, of course, impossible, while 
traversing a land so interesting, both from the noble 
i:emains of antiquity, and the faultless masterpieces 
of art which it possesses, to refrain frx)m an occasional 
enthusiastic expression of admiration ; but in the fol- 
lowing pages I have avoided any tedious speculative 
opinions upon men and morals, learned antiquarian 
researches, or nice critiques on works of art. On 
the other hand, I hope to have escaped the conta- 
gious influence, jaimdiced opinions, and narrow- 
minded prejudices, of those who attempt to regu- 
late the public taste, by disseminating their own 
biassed impressions, whUe professing to convey 
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dMeriptioin of the ftrts, soenMy> sad socMty, of 
that classic land, the recollectio&s and assoeialioiis 
connected with which, one would naturally tu]H' 
pose, ought to inspire the mind with more liberal 
opiaioDs and elevated sentiments. 

On the Afth of SqOember 1827, I left Oenevib 
in the Diligence ; but owing to a mistake, com- 
menced my journey rather awkwardly. Instead 
of taking the direct conveyance through the Cha« 
blais, by which I would bare anived several houra 
sooner at St Maurice, I had the pleasure of being pa« 
raded all round the lake by way of Lausanne (where 
I had been very often before), with the additional an<< 
noyance of changing coaches there and at Vevay* 
Any trifling inconvenience of this sort may be 
productive of a momentary unpleasant feeling; but 
fortunately, in as fiur as regards myself, it is never 
of long (kration. The two coaches met at St 
Matfiiee eariy the next morning, where I had am« 
pie time to view the fine bridge across the Rhone, 
as well as the Abbey and its pyramidical spiiei 
whilst the many preparations required for trans* 
ferring passengers and their trunks from one Te# 
hide to the other were going on, under the supers 
intendance of a dilatory Swiss conductor. In Eng*- 
land, piibUe coaches are for the conveyance of the 
mail and passengers; but abroad, the latter are 
considered as nothing more than bales of merchan* 
disc, the unshapely mass being loaded as heavily 
as the cupidity of the proprietors deem expedient^ 
without the slightest regard for the travellers; wh<^ 
being looked upon as merely a secondary object, 
must submit to the arbitrary regulations imposed 
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tpou tiben, A wan m Fraii09 and SmtseriMd k 
thw subordinate to the cargo of the unwieldy can-* 
veyance he embarks in, and nnst ran all risks aft» 
tending the commercial enterprise of which he 
forms so insignificant an item I 

We breakiSEMted at Martigny, situated at the 
junction of the roads to Italy and to the delig^itfnl 
iralley of ChamounL From thence I pursued my 
journey in good spirits, huTing two agreeable hU 
low-trsTellers, with whom I intended to make an 
excursion to the Italiaa lakes; but here we pick- 
ed up a curate from the German district of the 
Yays, and a Neapolitan lazarone, whose unsaToury 
smelly joined to the heat of the day> rendered our 
situation any thing bqt enviable. I was therefore 
by no means sorry when we reached Sion, the 
chief town of the Canton, where we dined. On 
resuming our places in the coach, we found it quite 
full. At any time, I pity six persons co<^d Up 
in so small a space as die inside of a Diligence^ but 
more particularly on a scorching day, and when I 
happen to be one of the sufferers. 

The country was quite parched up, with the ex- 
ception of the bed of the river (the Rhone), which 
we followed as far as Brigg. Some verdure is 
perceived glistening upon tlie small islands, formed 
by the trunks of trees washed down by the cur- 
rent, and on the high conical .hills of sand scattered 
up and down the valley. But the Valais in gene- 
Ttd bears every mark of being a wretched country ; 
and its inhabitants do not belie tbe appearance of 
.the soil, which is rocky, calcareons, and barren. I 
jBaw several loathsome goitres and cretins, who are 
more common in this unhealthy district than in 
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mf Other port of the Alps. We passed the vil- 
Is^ of Lenck, perched on the side of a monntidny 
which is snrmouDted by an old castle. About a 
lesgne higher up, the renowned baths <^ that name^ 
much resorted to for rheumatic complaints, are si* 
tnated. It must have a strange effect to see twen- 
ty or thirty people of both sexes up to their chins 
m tepid water, all in the same bath, where they 
remam for hours laughing and chatting, — for the 
benefit of their health ! From the description I 
heard of the cascade of Fourte-magne, and the dif- 
ficulty of its approach, I had neither time nor 
mclini^on to pay it a yisit. A few months resi- 
dence in Switzerland makes one rather fastidious 
in regard to cascades. After beholding those of 
the Stanbach and Giesbach, the falls of the Rhine 
at SdbaujQfhausen, and of the Aar at Handeek, 
nothing inferior to the fiir-famed Italian waterfal 
at Temi, can attract eyen the most enthusiastic 
admirer of scenery. 

As we advanced, the road became barren and 
wild, and daylight had left us before we arrived at 
Brigg, where we got but sorry accommodatioa. 
The inn> being quite full, we were compelled to 
put up with indifferent beds in a house adjoining, 
two or three sleeping in the same apartment — rar 
tber an uncommon occurrence in Switzerland— 
where, such is the general excellence of the inns, 
travellers are quite spoiled. Even in the smallest 
villages, and on the summit of mountains, I have 
found Swiss inns superior almost to any on the Conti- 
nent. We got a very good supper, however, and 
made our arrangements for setting off early in the 
morning, in two divisions ; my friends and I hav- 
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ing hired nn open carriage, or char a bana^ for 
onrselyes and onr luggage ; thus gaining the im- 
portant object of crossing the Simplon, and at 
the same time keeping the grand and majestic 
scenery of the Alps always in view. Long before 
smirise we quitted Brigg. As we ascended the 
moontain, the air became yery chill, while a fine- 
clear moonlight afforded ns an opportunity to take' 
a fiEmswell view of the Tillage, with its turrets^ 
surmounted by enormous globes of tin, which had 
rather a fantastic effect at the foot of the glaciers, 
in the midst of meadows and forests. We soon 
entered upon the region of pines, with rocks and 
precipices on all sides, and enjoyed for some hours 
the wild and varied scenery of the Alps. 

The first stupendous edifice that attracted my 
attention, was the bridge constructed on the Sal- 
tine, across a frightful abyss, connecting steep 
precipices covered with dark forests of pine. Here 
the rising sun having dispersed the clouds of early 
dawn, displayed itself in its most sublime aspect, 
its rays lighting up the snowy summits of the Alps; 
and such was the beauty and wildness of tho 
scenery, combined with one of the most wonder- 
ful works of modem art, that no pen can possibly 
do it justice. I question if even the pencil of a 
Salvator Rosa could give an adequate idea of its 
fiombre magnificence. One cannot hurry over such 
a road as the Simplon, without recollecting the 
astonishing works of the Romans, which modem 
engineers have so completely eclipsed in this mas- 
terpiece of art. The ascent is so gradual, as to 
render the drag-chain unnecessary on descending 
either side. Independently of the rude beauties 
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of Nature^ with which one is here niROQBdedy 
Ae traveller is lost in admiration of the fine 
Inroad well-payed road, its bridges and galleries* 
or grottos, which are scooped out of the solid 
rock. Sometimes pursuing tortuous defiles to avoid 
compact masses of granite, the winding tract ia 
ent on the sides of frightful chasms, where roar- 
ing cascades thunder from dizzy heights, or 
horering on their verge, it is only supported 
Iff a wall over the foaming torrents. In Livy'a 
account of the passage of Hannibal and his 
army across the «Alps, although at an easier 
point, he says fifteen days were required to per- 
form it. A greater conqueror than Hannibal has 
ambled us to do the. same in as msny hours; and 
even an army might now march across in a couple 
of days with ease. 

As we rode along, we saw from time to time a 
few isolated houses, inhabited by the inspectors of 
the roads who furnish refreshments to those standing 
in need of them. These buildings serve as houses 
ef refuge to travellers ; there are also some deso- 
late-looking places, used for the purpose of re- 
ceiving merchandise in bad weather. On the Ita- 
lian side of the Alps, the country now assumed still 
greater magnificence : dense forests of firs, which 
wore the garb of age, darkened the valleys; splen- 
did granite bridges thrown across deep dells, where 
the water i^peared bubbling up, varied the scene, 
and it was frightful to cast a glance down upon the 
wild caverns and awful torrents, or. to listen to the 
hoarse roar of the waters. ' At every step we beheld 
more enchantingly wild and terrific scenery; wither- 
ed and broken pine-treei^ which almost blocked up 
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the way, ky proetrate in all directtons; some tonj 
lip by the roots, M;hen broken off by the shock of 
ayalanches, or the frequent recurrence of falHng' 
rocks. We walked the greater part of the road up 
to the Tinage of Simplon, where wiB halted and 
lemamed an hour. I regretted being under the ne- 
cessity of entering the char again; but the rapi^ty 
of our journey down hill would admit of no other 
arrangement. So interesting had the Btenety be- 
49Dme, that we hailed eyen the delay at the cuis^' 
tomhouse as a welcome boon ; although, I weR 
know how annoying any detection for the pnr-^ 
pose of search, is apt to be considered. 

Following the banks of the Yeriola, which, issvingp 
from a glacier, flows through a long ravine strewed 
with blocks of granite, and rocks of immense height, 
we were enabled to travel over an admirable and 
gradually sloping road, which became narrower as 
we advanced, winding from one side of the river to 
the other, by magnificent bridges. Occasionafl^ 
we discerned a foaming mountain-torrent, whim 
dashed itself over inacce^ible precipices, irariegated 
with pines and shrubs of every colour. Sudiare 
the principal features of the frontiers of ItiOy ; and" 
how easily might they have been defendal by a 
brave and warlike people I It may truly be said of 
the Alps, that the grandest objects are the lieast 
capable of being described. Their sublimity is evi- 
dent ; and all that is added beyond the mere recog- 
nition of this peculiarity, becomes in a great mea-' 
sure superfluous. All of a sudden the plains of 
Lombardy appeared. Enraptured as I was with 
the first view of " la bdh Italia^ " one of my fel- 
low-travoUers wtis more expressive m his admlra* 
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fim* tot he jumped up in die cttmnge, look off 
his hajty and gave a lood cheer to hail that kmd of 
beauty, of poetry, and of the imagination. We 
pasaed the last and finest bridge at CreiroJa. It is 
. of an amasing height^ and conneets two banks of 
. an abysa, through which the n^id Veriola pvrsiieB 
its coarse to the lake* 

Dome d'Ossela is finely aitnated in a deligfatM 
valley^, planted with vines, which are 8npp<vted on 
graoite pillars several feet high, and entwined m the 
most graceful festoons* I was amaaed at the rich- 
QW. and fertility of this part of the coimtry ; bat 
it is only when the objects are viewed in detail, 
that the full extent of its treasures are perceptible. 
Meado ws» equal in verdure to the fnsbneos of £ag^ 
Ivdi turf, are intermiogled with fields of Indiaa 
coi^ and rice, luxuriantly bounded by vines hang* 
ing in garlands from trees or props. In Septem* 
ber, the ripe puiple grapea look not a little tempt- 
iag*. The fertile plains of the Milanese are like- 
wise ornamented with a great variety of' fruit-trees, 
willows imd poplars, and intersected by riv^eie and 
cmb* BeautUnl and well-wooded l^a appeared 
en the left, studded with convents, villages, and 
country houses, all of dazzling whiteness, while 
the back-ground of the landscape is formed by the 
Alps soaring away into the heavens I 

Before four o'clock in the afternoon, we set eff 
from Dome d'Ossola, exchanging our open carriage 
for a roomy Italian berline. We were fortunate in 
travelling at the time of the vintage and villeggia* 
tux% wUch, in the opinion of maiiy> is the meet 
brilliant period of the year. We hurried over the 
excellent roads rapidly enough; for posting here 
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is superior to that in France, and almosl equal to 
that of England. The nigbt was far adyanced 
when we got to Baveno; and as I had slept very 
little since leaving GenevBy I was by no means 
sorry to find our Tehicle stop before what appear- 
edf and actually proyed, a most excellent botd. 
Dashing his cloak over the horBes' nedss, onr pes* 
tilUon summoned the waiter, who speedily issued 
forth accompanied by his master, by idiom we were 
conducted with much urbanity to our apartments. 
We were at length on the banks of the enchantiBg 
Lago Maggiore, and, afiter some slight refre^ments, 
consisting of fruit and wine, we retired to bed. 

Sqrianber 7<iL~~Impatient to enjoy the first 
glance of an Italian lake, at an early hour I rose 
and opened my room-window. From the howl* 
iag of the wind, and pattering of the ram, I 
fe«ed that I should be disappointed in my an- 
ziously expected treat; and such was indeed the 
case; for the prospect was wholly obscured by 
the douds, which rolled ** come neve in Alpe sen- 
sa yento. " * Many honrs elapsed before the imn 
ceased ; and until the storm passed oyer, no boat^ 
man would yentnre with his frail skiff on the ag^ 
tated wayes of the lake* About noon, the tempest 
was followed by a serene and beautifiil day ; the 
sun darted his welcome rays amidst the branches 
of the lofty elms and eedaxs which clothed the 
hills, and soon dispelled the fogs which preyioosly 
had darkened the pellucid sheet of water. The 
view friom Bayeno embraces an immense horiaon 
bounded by high mountains, seme of whidi gra- 

* like snow upon the Alps, without wind. 
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daftlly fiink into the plains of Lombardy, while 
others display aH the majestic wildness of natare, 
and are lost amid the summits of the more dis- 
tant snow- clad Alps. Innumerable Tillages adorn 
the banks of the lake on all sides, and the con- 
Tents of Madonna del Sesto and della Trinita, of- 
fer the most loTely points of Tiew. Isola Bella and 
the other Borromean islands, with their Taulted 
terraces of orange-trees, cedars and Tines, rising in 
^e form of pyramids, seemed to swim on the sur- 
face of the waters. 

We took a long walk in the charming groTes 
and Tineyards, to explore the Taried beauties of 
the surrounding country ; sometimes casting our 
eyes towards the lake — the Tiew being, in this di- 
rection, occasionally circumscribed into narrow 
limits — at other times towards the sloping hills 
of Arsennio, the scarped rocks of Locarno, the 
villi^es of St Fideli, or romantic Magadino. Af- 
ter an early dinner, we ordered a boat for the 
purpose -of Tisidng the islands, and in half an hour 
were landed at Isola Bella, which well merits 
its name. The gardens are by no means exten- 
siTe, but they are kept in good order, and laid out 
with considerable taste. My companions objected 
to their formal regularity, numerous short aTe- 
nnes, and the fantastic appearance of some of the 
trees ;' but they could not refuse the tribute of 
praise to the beauty of the orange and myrtle 
groresy and the succession of terraces, which are 
surmounted by a Pegasus. The grounds were so 
alnindantly planted with laurels, cypresses, jas- 
mine and roses, that the whole atmosphere was 
perfumed by the odoiiferous fragrance which they 
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•bed arouid. Thk terrestrial patBdise is also, em* 
bellished with fountains, statues, and all that, in 
such a spot, can please the eye or delight the 
fancy. 

The palace of Count Borromeo is spacious, and 
its numerous apartments are richly and elegantly 
decorated, and paved with marble. They contain 
a few statues, chiefly copies from the mpst cele- 
brated antiques. A collection of paintings is ex- 
hibited in a handsome, but badly lighted gallery. 
It includes several Titians, Luca Giordanos, and 
Le Bmns ; but none of very great merit for such 
names. A famous, or rather infamous, Milanese 
painter, Tempests, who was banished to this island 
for the horrible crime of murdering his wife, that 
be might marry a beloved and beautiful mistress, 
has left several admirable specimens of his talents 
in some of the rooms. U Tempesta, or Pietro 
Molier — which was his real name, he having acqnir- 
,ed the other designation from the excellence of his 
sea-pieces, and wild terrific storm-scenes — was the 
fouith^painter of celebrity, whom infamous con- 
duct had compelled to take refuge in sanctuaries. 
Andrea del Sarto found an asylum in the convent 
of Santissima Nunziata at Florence, after commit- 
ing murder ; and the Dominican monks employed 
him very beneficially for themselves .in painting 
frescoes in the cloisters. Michael Angelo Cara- 
vaggio was guilty of the same crime, and saved 
his life by obtaining an asylum in the Giustiniani 
palace at Rome, where he was exclusively en- 
gaged in decorating the walls for a number of 
years. Finally, Domenichino took sanctuary at 
Grotta Ferrata, where he exercised his exquisite 
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pencfl, to escape the punlfthment of a murder he 
had committed. 

On paying our boatmen, we were amused by 
the ardvd manner in which they contrired to charge 
a party of English ladies triple the sum we had paid 
for risiting the islands ;' an oyercharge which they' 
reconcOed to their conscience, as they were en- 
gaged an honr later, and as no regular fare is sd- 
pnlated for when boats are detained after sunset. 
We Toluntarily remonstrated in ferour of our fair 
countrywomen, but in vain. The charming sftua- 
tion of the inn at Bayeno, kept by two brothers^ 
one of whom had been long in England, makes it 
a desirable residence for a few days, to riew the 
beauty of the lake. It would likewise be a con- 
venient spot to take excursions from to Como and 
Lugano. The house is clean, the people civil and 
attentive, said the charges not very exorbitant. 

Next day we got into an open carriage, and 
after a pleasant drive of fifikeen miles over % 
level road close to the lake, arrived at the small 
town of Arena, remarkable as the birth-place of 
St Charles Borromeo, the philanthropic and be- 
nevolent Archbishop of Mihm. Here we walk- 
ed up to a neighbouring hill to view the singular 
coliosal statue, the ehef-ifcBuvre of Zenella and 
Falcone. It is of copper, and upwards of seventy 
feet in height, exclusive of the pedestal. Its con- 
struction may be said to form an epoch in the art 
ef statuary, as being composed of thin plates rivet- 
ted together, and fixed by bars of iron to a rudo 
column of masonry which is concealed inside. 
This seems a very close approximation to the la^ 
minated statues of the earliest ages of Greek art. 
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The modern stiitne is accessible by rather a ^eriV- 
ons ascent internally to the very head, a most mng^ 
Dtficent bireTs eye prospect beiilg enjoyed through 
the two ocniar organs of the good St Charles. 

The great and good prelate to whose memory 
this statue has been erected, was possessed of qh- 
bonnded wealth and power; yet he contented 
himself with the meanest food, and reformed, at 
the risk of his own life, the manners of his clergy, 
then plunged in ignorance and luxury. It is not 
merely as the founder of churches, schools and 
hospitals, in which Cardinal Borromeo displayed 
bis love of religion and munificence, that I admire 
him, but for the more active and useful duties of 
Christian charity which he exercised — sudb as at- 
tending the sick when the plague raged at Mifam, 
and giving up the greater part <^ his income to 
feed and clothe tKe poor. These virtues give him 
d stronger title to canonization than most of the 
saints that are to be found in the calendar. I have 
been led to these reflections from the very different 
tiew individuals are apt to take of celebrated cha- 
racters. For instance, one of my companions could 
find nothing to call forth his admiration on viewing 
this statue, except the excellence of its workmnn- 
riiip. ^' Were it the statue t>r tomb of such a man 
as Scotus, I should feel somewhat enthusiaatic, " 
exclaimed my Oxonian friend, who being a Fel- 
low of that learned Alma Mater, in his veneration 
for the memory of a man who once taught divinity 
on the banks of the Isis, had, I found, like Dr 
Cave, confounded Alfred's master, John Scotus, 
with Scotus Eregena, a subde sophist, who incul- 
cated certain errors in faith and philosophy in Ins 
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Imtiogs : to wfakk I mfty add the remark made hf^ 
a tooriaty cbiefly noted for his tragic and untimely 
fate, who says, " On an eminence near the road» 
there is a large statue of a Count Barome^ and 
its no^e casts a strong shadovr when the sun shines 
on it. " 

The town of Arena has little more to reeom* 
mend it than its fine situation, and its port for small 
cmft trading to the opposite coast» and to the more 
remote parts of the lake, which belong to the 
Swiss Cantons* We embarked in a steam-boat 
to Tiew the latter to greater advantage; but as 
steam-navigation has not yet attained a yery high 
degree, of perfection in Italy, we proceeded al 
the rate of scarcely five miles an hour. Indeed^ 
I should have been sorry had our speed been in- 
creased, for one loTes to linger in the enjoyment 
of such beautiful scenery. * 

This splendid mass of waters is of an irregular 
shape, and nearly 50 miles in length, measured from 
where the Tecino runs through the fields of Lorn- 
hardy, to its northern extremity at the foot of the 
Khetian Alps. We landed at Lunno, a (^onsider^ 
able town on the east bank of the lake, about 30 
miles higher up than Arena. This being the first 
place in the Austrian States which we had set foot 
in, we were somewhat annoyed by the strict ex- 
amination of our luggage ; and one of my compa- 
nions, not having a regular passport, was compel* 
led to retrace his steps to Baveno. 

It having been hinted to us that, as Luvino was 

rather an unfrequented place, we might as well take 

the precaution of ascertaining the charges at the 

first inn we encountered, the result showed how 

b2 
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neemmry it was to take sveh a step ; for ^w« wtfre 
asked jutt three times as much as we had paid at 
Baveno the day hefwe. Having^ no iDclinatioB to 
ai^mit to so flatteriDg a compliment to our sup- 
posed wealth as Englishmen, or, in other words, 
resisting the attempt at imposition, we took up oar 
quarters at a second rate Albergo, where we found 
every thing excellent in quality, and nedevate im 
price. The innkeeper happened to be absent ; but 
his wife, who was a lively little brunette, exerted 
herself very much to please the '^ dree Miloidiy 
the only ones she had ever had the honour ^ 
ent^taining, she hoped they would bring her good 
hick;" and for the sake of her beaatiM bladk 
eyes, I sincerely hope her expectations may be re- 
alized. On so great an occasion she summoned 
a neighbour, who had fmrmerly kept an imi M 
Como, to her a8si8tance« He was a portly, joUy^ 
good-humoured old fellow, the absolute pmrsoni- 
fication of one of Ostade's Flemish hosts, even to 
the nightcap on his head ; he only wanted the p^ 
in his mouth to complete the resemblance* Next 
morning, on returning from a walk up one of the 
neighbouring hills, to take a farewell view ei the 
Lago Maggiore and its romantic scenery, we found 
a ^ar in readiness to convey us to Lugano, wlneh 
we reached in about three hours, havmg enjoyed 
a very pleasant drive through the interes^ng pi&> 
turesque country which separates the two lakes. 

Lugano is rather a large place, and the capital 
of the Swiss Canton of Tecino. Here the lake 
opens upon the view, with mountains rising, en 
one side, almost perpendicularly to a height of 
many thousaad feet, while, on the oth^ Mde> 
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Urn cowrtry ifl mora ferlUe : (dopiiigprbftiiks, onia* 
mauled wilb yinesy and finely skirted by wood, with 
ieferal floorishuig Tillages, being seen rising «t 
shorl distances from one another. I had time to 
step into the church oi the Franciscan Convent, 
wb»ie the good fiMiiera were at Tespen, without 
di^urbing their devotions ; and stopped to admire a 
ItsfgB a»d very fine fresco painting, by an artist of 
the Lombard school, Bernardo Tedno. The ca- 
thedval is only remarkable for its commanding si* 
tnalion, from whooce there may be had a snpwb 
view of the lake and the snrroundiiig country* 

We had the company of two Irish gentlemen at 
dinner, whom I had met some time before dnrii^ 
an excursion in the Alps* Acquaintances thus 
hastily formed on the top of the Bhigi, the Wes- 
senstein, or the GrimseC soon acquire a degree of 
<90tdialily withought of, when preceded by a formal 
introduction at a London dinner-party. A row 
oa the lake was proposed ; and on our way to the 
boaC» we stopped to listen to the harangue of an 
Italian quaekrdocter, mounted in an elc^(ant ca» 
Idcbe, drawn by a pair of good horses gaudily 
Qspeiieoned. The moat amusing rogue was the 
ceecbmanj who acted in the triple capacity of 
tiwnpeter. Merry Andrew^ and whip ; but I ne«* 
ver saw a more ferodous-koking fellow than the 
fharhten himself, who was docked out in a 
daahing hnasar uniform, with an enormous pair of 
blade whiskers. He af^eared to be quite a Don 
GiSivanni among the ladies, and, as I literwards 
leam^d^hadmarnedorek^ed with at least a doaoi, 
horn as many different places during his travels ; 
wltieh adventures had procured him the honour of 
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baniiliment from the finorail cHies ^f Mapldb ttd 
Venice. This rascally impostor detained us » 
considerable time in the square, where we first 
observed him. In the course of his exhibitloD, 
he employed all bis logic, and the fin<^ flowefs 
of rhet6ricy accompanied by the grimaoe of a 
Frenchman, and the gesticulation of an ItaluHS, 
brandishing a sword, as if scarcely content wkk 
one mode of killing and gulling the poor Swit* 
zers who formed his audience. As we moved 
off, by way of a clencber I suppose, he bawled 9i^ 
ter us, *< If any one doubts my skill, * che apre la 
bocca, per Bacco I ' * and if I don't draw every 
tooth from his head in ten minutes^ my name is 
not Marco Antonio Salva-la*vita ! " 

The sun was just setting as we got into the 
boat ; the stillness of the scene on the calm waters 
of the lake ; the precipices that rose on the oppo- 
site side ; and the glimmering of the lights of La<» 
gano, as we approached it on our return, wonld 
have formed^ a magnificent night-scene for the 
study of a painter. It is difficult to concevre the 
splendour of an Italian evening at this season of 
the year, when the atmosphere is somewbat pu* 
rified by gently refHeshing showers, after the op^ 
presfiive summer-heat. The moon shines f(»di 
with a soft silvery lustre, and the celestial oaasipy 
of etherial blue appesflrs studded with stars so pare 
and clear, that every object around is as easily 
distinguished as by a northern twilight. 

The following morning, before sunrise, we w e re 
ready to depart; and having again engaged the 

* Let him open his mouth— by Bocchtts ! 
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hMft we h$A Ae pievioiiB eireaiogi a tUgkt biMSiM 
atdad the «Mrlioii». of tbe roireivy and wa readied 
tlie yiUage of Porleasa in ,a few honrai enjoying 
the 9ail ap tbe lake of Lngaoo esceediogly. Thw 
lake is anuch less knQ wa than any of tbe other lakea 
of Loiabardy» as it liee out of tbe direct roadi and 
ooDseqaently is not 90 much resorted to by stran* 
gjna ; but although the absence of fine yilUiSy which 
aie so Bumeronaly scattered along the banks of the 
I«ake of Comoy rmidefs Lugsno somewhat ii^ 
lior M point of beauty, as it is in extent, still it 
will always remain in my lecollection, as oae^of 
the most romantic and lorely plaees I everVi- 
ttted. Perleaza being in the Austrian States, wa 
were again compelled to undergo a strict seatcb«~- 
ona of the penalties wbicli^ in lieu of tarnpikes, En- 
l^kk travdlers pay for the privileges many thou- 
sands of them aiumally ^oy in Italy. I do net 
belleFe that one individual amongst them has war 
been detected in smuggling; why, then, sul^ect 
them all to vesuttious and diaagreeabb datentioii» / 
lor tbe sake of going, through a mere form ? 

Hafuig procured a vehicle to carry our port- 
maateaus, we walked across the country to Me* 
naggio, as the distance was only four miles, and 
the day did not then promise to be so intensely 
hot as it afterwards proved. The first view of the 
Lago di Como is encbaatingly grand. The Alps, 
the glaciers of tbe Grisons and tbe Yaltelina, co- 
vered with eternal snow, succeed each other like 
waves of the sea, lowering gradually in height, 
and sloping beautiiully towards the waters whose 
banks sparkle with flourishing towns and villas ; 
amidst a eooutry rich in orange*groves, laurels, 
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ofive-tTMs, and gracef ally festooned vines-l-olljeet^ 
rendered still more deMghtftil by the pure air and 
unchanging sky of Italy. FVom Menaggio we em* 
barked for Cadenobbia, admiring the lovely pros* 
pect as we glided downwards ; and very soon af- 
ter found ourselves seated in the balcony of one 
of the best inns in Lombardy, where we propos- 
ed stopping for two days. Soon after onr arrival 
we went to the Villa Sommariva, which is wilhm 
ft few hundred yards of the inn, and were not a 
little amused to find ourselves ushered into its' 
gallery of sculpture by two young damsels, daugh- 
ters of the custodia, who, with much apparent 
modesty, called onr attention to the Adonis, Mars, 
and Venus of Canova, and many other statues, not 
appearing to notice the smile on our countenances, 
excited by the strange impropriety of female cice- 
rones describing the beauty of Heathen deities, ^and 
pointiog out nudities to every casual visitor. A- 
mongst the works of Canova in this gallery is the 
fiimons statue of Palamedes, much fractui^d by IU« 
ling, and nearly crushiug to death the amiable itr- 
tist as he had just put the finishing' touches to 
the marble. Some of the best modem pieces of" 
sculpture in the villa are parts of a frieze by Thor-' 
waldsen, illustrating the triumphs of Alexander. 
They were not then taken out of the casea in 
which they had lately arrived from Rome, though" 
sufficiently exposed to gratify our curiosity ; ^ 
the top of each case was removed, so as to ren- 
der the bassi reHevi visible. This celebrated* 
ekef-dceuvre of the Danish sculptor had em- 
ployed him many years, having been ordered by 
N^ioleon for the purpose of ornamenting the^ 
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\i% jialftce at Milan, or the Qoirival* when 
fitting it op for the young King of Rome, or pro- 
bably a copy for each. However, the father of 
the preeent Count Sonnnarivay when Napoleon^s 
exile had diaappointed the artist, seized the fa- 
Toarable opportunity, and purchased it for half a 
million of francs, to grace his elegant modem man« 
9ion» a building in the finest style of Italian ar> 
chitectnre. The Villa Sonunariva also contains a 
spacious gallery of paintings, chiefly of the Flo- 
lantine and Flemish schools, as well as a few by able 
French artists of the present day. 

Having crossed the lake, we entered the Villa 
Melai, the splendid residence of the Duke of Lodi» 
iarmerly Vice-President of the Italian Republic, 
under Buonsparte. Pictures and statues again 
occupied us foi; some hours in that delightful place ; 
and perhaps none of them, pleased me more than 
the beautiful group of Cupid and Psyche by Cano* 
▼a. Our host Gioyanni Mello had furnished us 
with the boat which he keeps for his customers, and 
quite a sumptuous dinner awaited our return. The 
bill of fare included very fine trout from the lake, 
sad. some other delicacies more in the English 
than the Italian style, which was easily account- 
ed for, from the circumstance of Giovanni hay« 
iag lived some years in England in the capacity 
of an itinerant . barometer-seller. He seems to 
kpow the taste of our countrymen so well, and 
studies it so successfully, that his atbergOy in 
point of comfort, is quite equal to a first-rate En- 
glish hotel ; while the prospect from its balconies 
embraces one of the finest districts in Upper 
Italy. So mild indeed is the climate, here, that 
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oraDge*trees thrive in the open air, atoM are seen 
in flower, and tbe American gnara remains im« 
sheltered all the year round. 

Being anxious to obtain another glance ci the 
Count Sommariva's collection of staloes and pk> 
tnres, on lite morning of our departure I agma 
yistted the gallery ; but having desoied the steam- 
beat approaching in which we intended to ^nbark^ 
I was compelled to take an abrupt leave of this 
channing Villa. The day was most propitiottB for 
an excnruon round the lake ; but the heat was so 
powerful, even at this advanced season of the yeary 
that we found an awning over the quarternleok in- 
dispensable. I was surprised to see so many gayly 
dressed ladies and gentlemen on board, till I fouid 
that, besides the attraction of fine scenery, they bad 
that day an additional inducement, as the Ardi- 
duke Regnier, Viceroy of the Lombardo- Venetiaii 
kingdom, had hired one of the steam-boats to make 
an excursi<m to Damazzo. Our captain had pro- 
vided a couple of swivels for this occasion ; and 
a few hours after, when the Imperial party s^h 
peared, the national flag was displayed, and a rof/l 
salute fired in honour of them. But although we 
passed quite close to each other, our ill-bestowed 
mark of attention was totally unnoticed. With 
true Austrian hauteur, the Archduke, an inaae- 
looking personage, stood gazing upon us ; and I was 
glad to perceive that none of the party in our boat 
cheered, or even took off their hats to him. 

We stopped for a short time at some of tho 
towns and villages along the banks of the lake, for 
the purpose of landing and taking in passcngeis, 
and were also detained nearly two hours at Grave- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



VILLA PLINIANA. 87 

dmAf %h% iiiglMBt point we rattohed. While diey 
wen cfliTTing on beard some baiet of silk on freigiit 
for Corao, I seized the opportnnity to land ; audi 
beheld the singular dteas of the women of the place, 
who, in compliaaoe with a tow made hj their an« 
cestofs, wear ^ habits of Capodiin friars, and 
are called fraii* * From this spot I looked over 
the wide lake aronnd the ampbilheaire of ln1k« 
whieh were eeversd wilii wood, and studded with 
Tillages and white oottages, beaatlfnlly refleeled 
on the water. The stillness of the lonely and 
peaoefnl seene, added to the beamtf of nature, car* 
ried for the moment my imagination ftir beyond 
the dwellings of men, who, possessed of ererf 
eaitUy charm, are so often wretdied. 

liargior hie campos, aether et lumine vestit 
" Puiporeo ; tolemque suum, ftua sidera nornnt f 

The upper part of the lake is wild and romantic ; 
forests of pine are seen in the distance, overtopped 
by lofty mountains, between whose rocky chains 
are rayines or narrow valleys. But as we approach-* 
ed Como, the banks became more fertile ; on each 
side were seen numerous villas and country-houses 
belonging to the Milanese nobility, with fine gar- 
dens, fountains, grottoes, vines, and orange-grovesi 
which the residents prefer infinitely to the grand 
and bold scenery on the northern extremity of the 
lake. They assuredly cannot lay claim to the ap- 
pellation of enthusiastic lovers of the sublime beau- 
ties of nature. 

• Monks* 
f Here deeper azure clothes with purple light 
The fields ; their nadve sun and stars they own. 
c 
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At the well-known Yilla Plinianiiy theie is an 
interesting spring, which increases and diminishes 
alternately daring several honrs every day, hut is 
never quite dry. This phenomenon is described by 
Pliny the younger, and an Italian translation of the 
epistle is engraved on a marble tablet, placed near 
this remarkable fountain. It is not pretended, how- 
ever, that either of the Plinys ever inhabited any 
villa on the site of that whidi now bears a name, 
which seems to have been bestowed upon it in 
honour of the celebrated naturalist. The town 
of Como is more attractive from the beauty of its 
mloalton, than even from its antiquity ;— ^thoi^h 
ks £ne old marble cathedral, splendid palaces and 
villas,, had sufficient charms to detain me a day 
in their vicinity. 

A vehicle called a velocifere, built in imitatiiH&«f 
an English stage-coach, and carrying about tw4»ty 
outside passengers, sets off every afternoon for Mi- 
lan; and my friend and myself with much difficulty 
succeeded in wedging ourselves inside, a long with 
half a dozen Italians* It was past midnight when 
we arrived at Milan, where, even at that late hour, 
the delights of another customhouse search a- 
waited us; — ^being the third ordeal of the kind 
which we had undergone, in about as many days, 
since we entered the Imperial territories. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



CHAPTER n. 

MILAN. 

September ISM. — The city of Milan may be oo»» 
ndei«d the capital of the north of Italy, from ]t» 
^tnation, popiihition, and wealth. It is noir the 
MatDf the goTernment of ^ Lombardo-Venetiaii 
kingdom, and the residence of an Aostriaa arch* 
duke, who roles over the Italian provinces in the 
Dime of the Emperor. His retinae is hat a faint 
shadow of the gay court of Engene Beanhamai* 
who, withoat brUliant talents, was regarded by 
the Milanidse as an honoarable and npright rnlor. 
fingsne's beneficial and conciliatory governmenl 
>^dered the French more popular in Lombardy^ 
than inany other of their conquered states. He is even 
yet rememberefll i^ith affection, and doubly regret* 
ted by the inhabitants of the north of Italy, from 
a comparison with their present uncongenial Gtx* 
man masters, whose cold harsh manners accord 
80 badly with those of their lively subjects. 

I viewed the town generally the day after my 
^val. The ancient part had been rebuilt after 
its destruction by the Emperor Frederic Barba- 
fossa, (in the 12th century, at the expense of the 
citizens of Lombardy), who entered into a league 
for the accomplishmeDt of that purpose. Few vea- 
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tiges of the Romans can be expected to exist, afiter 
the. burning and razing of the city, the cruel effects 
of Barbarossa's revenge. What may now be termed 
the old part of Milan exhibits neither regularity nor 
uniformity. It is built in the heavy imperfect 
style of architecture invented and adopted during 
the middle ages, and is bounded on all sides by 
the naviglio or canals, by means of which the com- 
merce of Lombardy is carried on with Switzer- 
land and Germany. . The modem city extends 
itself beyond the banks of the canal, and is form- 
ed on an elegant and splendid plan. It is stip- 
nranded by boulevards planted with treest used 
as a puUic walk. In arclutectural deciHratioiia it 
rivals the finest quartera of Paxis» whilst in com- 
modiottsttess and regularity, the principid streets 
are not inferior to time of London. It has even 
some peculiar advanti^es in point of pavenaent ; 
lor in the middle of ^the streets, that the motion 
of carriages may be as gentle as possible, there are 
two rows of lai^e flags idongst which the wheels ac6 
iuide to move. The few squares in Milan ana v> 
regular and unomamented ; with one exceptieD, 
which is refreshed by a beautiful fountain formed 
of red granite, with Syrens of Canara marble. It 
is well supplied with water by means of an hy- 
draulic pump, which brings it from a subtenaBeen 
stream' that runs through the dty. The square 
in front of the cathedral is very fine, but badly 
proportioned, its length being too great for its 
breadth. It only shines by a comparison with the 
other religious edifices, which are the ugliest in 
Italy. Coffee-houses and shops under arcades, in 
the style of the Palais Royak, are the greatest 
mund attractions of the city. 
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To enjoy the best view of the enyirona, I went 
to the cathedral (il Daomo), which stands nearly 
in ffie centre of Milan. On my first visit, thongh 
even a passing glance intimated it to be one of the 
most singular efforts of Gothic architecture, I did 
not remain long enough to give myself time to 
iidmire either the beauty of its exterior or the 
wondeiB of its interior. The most remarkable ob- 
ject is the spire, which is seen at many miles dis- 
tance, surmounting an immense edifice of white 
marble, cat into a variety of fiemtastic ornaments. 
It is too heavy in its general effect, even though 
it were divested of its innumerable buttresses^ 
columns, and obelisks, and ravished of the sta- 
tues of every saint in the calendar, which are 
perched on the top of each projecting point. The 
dazzling whiteness of those objects would soon 
be destroyed in such a climate as ours ; but in the 
clear atmosphere of Italy, their appearance is pre- 
served unimpaired. This stupendous work has been 
riiised at such long intervals daring a period of 
400 years, that it now presents a jumble of all the 
different orders. It is scarcely completed yet, 
owing to frequent interruptions from the want of 
funds and other causes. The contrast which it 
presents between the Grecian and Gothic, Roman 
and modem styles, forms qnit^ a solecism in archi- 
tecture ; the more to be regretted, from the labour 
and expense incurred in attempting to rear a build-^ 
ing, which can only be compared to a forest of 
marble, instead of being an elegant church, such 
as half the money properly employed would have 
built. On ascending to the gallery that runs 
round the spirei I enjoyed from the terrace a 
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nost beauttM panoramic view bounded by Moirt 
Blanc at 120 utiles distance, of the faigbest part mi 
Ae chain of Alps on the north, (that barrier ootbt- 
ed with eternal snow), which extends all the wmy 
from Sayoy to the Rhsetian Alps. In the fertile 
plain below, Redmont, Lombardy, and the Ve- 
netian States, spread out like a continnoos gardan, 
intersected with riyers and canals, and ad<Hmed 
by towns and hamlets* Towards the aontby tlM 
Apennines, which divide the Tuscan States mid- 
way between the Mediterranean and Adriatic, ap* 
peared like a fiednt blue line, almost lost to the 
sigbt, owing to a heayy vapour, which, from the 
)mt of the day, rested upon the horizon. 

The immediate neighbourhood of Milan is a 
f^ile and highly cultivnted country. AU tiacea af 
France are lost, when we observe the huge rioe 
fields, divided into compartments for the greater 
facility of irrigation, and which are either flat, <ir m 
a succession of terraces, if on an mclmed plain. 
Looking from so great a height over the cofa^ 
try, these regular mirrors, covered with . sheets of 
water, above which rows of green plants can only 
be discerned, have a most beautiful and pleanag 
effect. For a hundred miles round in every diiae- 
tion, a rich and well-watered country strikes the 
eye, improving in cultivation the nearer it ap- 
proaches to the capital, where ample advantage 
has been taken of great local facilities, and aar 
perior knowledge — ^irrigation being bettor undtf- 
atood in this province than any put of Europe. 

I went one evening with a musical amateur to the 
theatre of La Scala, reckoned one of the finest in £a- 
rope^ and which, in point of architecture and size, is 
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only inianor W that of San Carlo at Naples. The 
form of ihk (beatre randan it yary faroorable for 
ap cc ta t ora, being wideat towards the stage. I was 
qoke atmck wi& the splendour of the house. The 
bcoea are elegantly furnisbed and fitted up with silk 
€iirtaiaa» each baTingaanudl wardrobe attached^ with 
Sttopen corridor between,*— an arrangement which 
iav«ryiisefal,a» at Milan and all parts of Italy, it is 
the cnntom for ladies to receive yisits in their opera 
boz»s wheroi however, they seldom appear nntil 
ralher a late boor. The entertainment consisted 
1^ an opera seria, called ** L' ultima giomata di 
Pomp^;"* but during its performance neither ap- 
plause nor cenaore was heard— <aU was silence and 
allentaon. The scenery was splendid»*-indeed 
eqaal to that of the Grand Opera of Paris, though 
aearoaly so varied. The orchestra was more nnmerons 
and better selected thsn any either in the French 
or in the English capital, mnsic with Italians be- 
ing, as ev^ body knows, qute an object of national 
interest. Barbaja, the Empressario* of Milan, is al- 
aa director of the operaa at Vienna and Naples, a 
naion of offices which enables him to send with 
greater focility, toeach theatre in its torn, the best 
aingsfs and dancon in Europe. It is evident that 
afaeatncal concerns in Italy form a most essential 
psrt of the social system. They are regulated by 
4 code oi laws, enforced by the manager, to which 
the i^atest importance is attached by the aristo- 
•cvacy as well as by the people. The prima donna of 
Milan, Lalande, is scarcely inferior to Pasta or Son- 
Ci^, indeed many prefer her to either ; and Tam- 

* The last day of Fompey. 
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bonrini is a bass singer of great clearness and com- 
pass as well as a respectable actor. There is, beaded 
a good Seminario for music and dancing, where 
none but females possessed of the finest figures and 
Toices are admitted as pnpils ; and what is very re- 
markable, bnt, as I was assured, a well known ftict, 
these S3rrens and Sylphs are generally of good moral 
character, preserving their virtue amidst the thoti- 
sand temptations to which they are hourly expos- 
ed in the vicious atmosphere that surrounds theni ! 
Credat Judseus Apella ! At most Italian operaJi 
on the Continent, nearly the same entertabment 
is given every evening, there being only two pieces 
**in scena, " which are performed alternately in 
the course of an entire season. During my stay 
at Milan I went very often to La Scala, and al- 
ways saw the same opera and ballet; but, as an ex- 
cuse for repeating it so frequently, it was pro- 
nounced " Uti Opera chefa furore" * 

I remarked to a gentleman who happened one 
evening to sit 'next me, near the orchestra, that 
I was surprised to observe so few Austrian of^ 
ficere at the theatre. " Why, " said he " thete atfe 
many ; I am one myself ;*but we never appear in 
public, or even in the streets, in our uniform, except 
when on duty." He then pointed out several in the 
different boxes, and told me their names and rank. 
I think this shows good policy, as it makes the 
people less shy of their masters than they would 
be were the distinction more marked and apparent; 
font even in this case, it cannot be expected that 
they should easily associate with the Tedesehu f ' 

* An opera exciting enthusiasm, f Germans. 
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At the BreiBy or Mqaewn of fineartSy I panad 
a few boon viewing many excellent picturaa 
by the most eminent mastenk It was then open 
aa an exhibition of the works of modem artiste of 
the Liombard schools and the different prize pictures 
pieces oi sculpture and designs, were diiitingaished 
by crowns placed conspicnonsly orer them, being 
the first reward of the artiste*— fame* This laqje and 
elegftot buildings formerly a Jesuit's college, is now 
e^rerted into an Academia» or Scuola delle beUe 
artL Ite library is divided into several roouM, 
ocmtainiag upwards of 180»000 volumes of valuai- 
ble manuscripte and rare books, some of which are 
of the earliest era of typography*. The most curi- 
e«a MS. I have seen is PeUarch's Viigil upon vol- 
kta, with the notes of that celebratsd Italian poet. 
The first leaf is painted by Simon, representing all 
die subjecto of the ^neid. It is now in the collec- 
tion of the Ambroaan library^ whidi is worthy of a 
visit, were it posBeased of no other attractive object. 
There are however many. The modem display at 
La Brers did not interest me very much, there was 
such a glare of high colouring, and but few good 
(Hctnrea. I know nothing more tiresome than 
Staring at similar exhibitions, though they always 
Skttraot crowds in Paris, London, or BmsaelB. 
Where works of genuine exceltonoe can be found, 
I look upon the time as lost which is spent in 
gaaing on a mass of portraiture, and on the inferior 
efforte of living artiste. At this same time it 
must be allowed, that such institutions are found- 
ed on an excellent principle, and no doubt prove 
highly beneficial to the arts. I returned again 
and again, to gaze upon the many admirable pic- 
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tuns by Titias, Gnido R«ni, Sal^ator Rosa, Leon* 
afdo da Vinci, Paalo Veronese, and Rubens* B«l ' 
there was only one Raphael, and that a poor spec^* 
men of his transcendsnt abilities, — ^the well-knowii 
Marrii^ of the Virgin, which is quite in Penigino's 
antiquated formal style, und evidently one of the 
earliest works of his incomparable scholar's para 
and graceful pencil. The Scnlptnre-room wbb by 
no means richly snppUed, except in casts* > It am^ 
tained few or no antiques, and not many modem 
statues. Of the latter, Canoytf's Vestal, and Tfaw^ 
waldaen's group of the Graces, are considered ike 
best. 

The charges at the Cfvce di Maka were fmir 
francs for dinner, including wine ; and from two t# 
four francs for a bedroom, varying according to its 
size. I seldom patronised breakfast, the Cti££a 
being so much more convenient and agreeali4e« 
From an early hour in the morning, these are re» 
sorted to by ladies and gentlemen, for the prnpoes 
of enjoying their Caf6 lattd, or pannera, which is 
decidedly tbe best cream*coifee I ever tasted-^ 
the valleys of the Alps, and the neighbouring mea- 
dows, affording excellent pasturage for cattle— « 
a fact which accounts for the abundance aad 
superior quality of the milk, cheese, and butler 
in this part of the country. Indeed, Naturo 
has been most bountiful to Lombardy, except ia 
the article of wine, which, though plentiful enougb^ 
is of a sweet and unpleasant quality. The beat 
is brought from the vineyards on the banks of 
the lakes, and near Brianza, but it is far inferior %m 
the wine of Asti, and other Piedmontese growths. 
At the Gran Bretagna, where I dined sometimoa, 
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Madame Gaeta, the uislreis of the home, pro- 
aided at ^ table d'h6te; her husband was pre- 
aeat, but seemed quite a Jeny Sneak. Upwards 
.of twenty people generdly sat down to an excel- 
lent dinner; after which, a few bottles of superior 
.wine were handed round, country wine being pre- 
vioualy allowed at discreUon. 

At our own hotel, I was agfreeably surprised to 

(and amongstthe company Major R , a Russian 

officer, whom I had known some years before in 
Switzerland. He was going inrther south, and pro- 
posed that we should proceed together to Venice 
jand Florence. After I had spent a week or ten 
.days at Milan, I assented to this proposal, chiefly 
.because one of my previous fellow-trayellers was 
.obliged to return direct to England, and the other 
.upended going to Turin, in oider to visit the Vau- 
iJUiia.of the Protestant Tallejrs of Piedmont. I have 
tiainelled on the Continent, I belieye, by every 
possible mode of couTeyance— -on mule-back, in 
hot, dusty Spain, and by excellent posting aver good, 
.though most uninteresting roads, in France-»>but 
.my la»t, and not my least delightful excursion, was 
a solitary pedestrian tour among the Swiss moun- 
tains, which, after all, is the preferable mode of 
_traTelling. When one is perfectly independent of 
couTeyances, by leaving every thing to chance his 
^movements are quite free and unrestrained — and 
haring no ones wishes to consult, he can indulge 
his own fancy, which, if it happens to be whimsi- 
cal, might be apt to interfere with the plans and 
pleasures of others. 

As the Austrian officer I met at la Scala told 
me there would be a review of the troops of the 
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gavHiMi) I vKftkt fetj ottly one BuenUng to flee 
^. AvstrieiM muueavre. The spol miected lor 
tbci occasion was a large field between what WM 
formerly the citadel and the arch of the 8imploii. 
There were upwards of 5000 men on the ground^ 
indading a regim^t of Yagwt, one of Hnlans, and 
a park of artillery, chiefly Hmiganans, all in na|^ 
nificent condition. They snccessiTely ranged them* 
selTes in order of battle, mancBU^nd and defflM 
with nnpandleled precision for the space of a oo«- 
{de of hours. I was surprised that there were so 
few spectators, and not a single eqnipage. . Sndi R 
sight in the en¥iroBs of Lond<m or Pans, in delight^ 
fill weather, would haTo attracted thonsands, p«iw 
ticnlarly of the &ir sex. But the truth is, that the 
Austrians contrive to exdte en eTery occasion ibm 
hatred of the peo^. A Milanese, speaking to me 
of them, quoted tne verse which aUndes to the Im^ 
perial eagle : 



• ** Aquila grifiigiis 



Ciie fiii dtTonnr due betdd ports. " • 

Hie white uniform of these foreign mercenaries b 
fteen every where, sentinels are placed at e ve r y twen * 
ty paces, patrols continually parade the quiet stneeta 
of Milan, and cannon are planted in all the squares. 
The people know that they are slaves; but al-* 
though thehr chains gall them to the quick, they 
have neither the moral nor the physical force to 
lH«ak their fetters, and throw off the yoke. 

There are some remarkable objects near the d« 
tadel, or Piazza d'Arme, which owe their existence 

• Thou Griffin-«agle 

Which, the in(»re to devour, l^esrest two beaks. 
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t0 NfifieleiiBy wImmm gorerBmeBt carried nmnf na* 
timaal institiitioos to a degree of splendonr (hat ne* 
ve^ failed to dazzle the mnltitiide ; but the finest 
work Undertaken by h» order, and one of the no« 
Iklest designs in modem art, is the Triumphal Arch 
oi the Simplon, so named as terminating the tmly 
** regal way " leadmg of er the Alps by Uiat pass. 
This elegant erection consists of a centre, and two 
flank arches, composed entuely of a blneish marble 
from Lombardy, and in the same good taste, was 
to have been exclusively executed by native artists^ 
The origuia] bassi reHeviy all of which were sculptor* 
ed and several even put up, have been displaced 
however, and either destroyed or conveyed away, 
with, die exception of one or two allegorical figures, 
as they recorded French victories in Italy, and con* 
^aqnently Aus^ian defeats. It is now adorned by 
places of sculpture better adapted to please the po« 
litical feelings of the Emperor Francis. Upon ^is 
splendid monument^ at the period of our visit, a 
great number of people were employed, who talk- 
ed of completing it in a eouple of years* If this 
were accomplished, it would form a most mag*- 
nificent and imposing entrance to the capital of 
Ifombardy. 

The Amphitheatre, in the style of a Roman cin- 
008, was also erected by .the French. It is upwarda 
el 800 feet in length, and of an oval form. It was 
intended to amuse the people, by the display of 
public games; and was so constructed as to seiTo 
occasionally for a naumachia, being susceptible of 
inundation. It has ten rows of seats and gal- 
leries, which are calculated to contain about one 
thkd' of the population of the city. Prince £ur- 
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gdne ordered it to be sometitties opened ghtfks-oA 
great occasions, when tbe people were treated witib 
exbibitions of fireworks and games. The diladel 
was formerly tbe castle or palace of the Did»» 
of Milan, tbe Visconti and tbe Sforza, names so 
celebrated in tbe annals of Lombardy. It has 
▼ery recently been razed to the ground, wi^ ^ 
exception of one wing, now converted into barracks 
for soldiers. Being no longer fortified, or capablo 
of defence, its destruction is no trifiing advantage 
to the peaceable citizens ; for they enjoy an ex- 
cellent promenade, and the troops a parade ground^ 
on the site of tbe ancient fortress. 

Desirous of seeing Leonardo da T^nci's re- 
markable fresco of the Last Supper, my felk>w-tra- 
veller and myself were conducted to the refectory 
of the suppressed Dominican convent of St Maria 
della Gracia, which had been converted into % 
stable by the French soldiers, who periiaps at- 
tempted to hasten the ravages of time — the marks 
of three pistol-shots being visible on the fres- 
co — ^fortunately, however, without injuring any of 
tbe figures of this celebrated masterpiece. It baa 
also been altered by restorers, and has suffered 
extremely from the nature of the mixtures used hi 
the colouring of the original design ; but even un- 
der all these disadvantages, it still produces ^N» 
effect I anticipated from tbe very correct idea con- 
veyed by Morgben's excellent engraving, altfaougli 
the artist was compelled, in order to arrive at the traUi, 
to refer to the original in two copies which were 
painted not long after Leonardo's time. After deli- 
berately sitting upwards of an hour to view thia 
peiformancey to the astonishment of tbe custo^ 
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vbeB .be fpened the door to let us oat, we weie 
m no bany to leave the spot. On perceiving thisf 
be very coolly locked it again, thinking we were 
iM>t inclined to stir at all, and then walked off* 
Nothing now remains of da Vinci s work, but the 
<»r]giBal design and grouping, which are admirable^ 
and «bove all commendation ; bat the colours are 
•o much faded, that some of the figures are quite 
imperceptible^ even with the retoudiing of Mazzi 
and other restorers. The countenance of Judas m 
the most horrible th$t can be imagined. Leonardo, 
k is said, was so long before be could bring himself 
to complete his portion, that the Superior of the 
convent reproached him with the delay. The artist 
excused himself by alleging, that he bad not been 
able to discover a model hideous enough to convey 
bis idea of the traitor ; but if his Reverence was 
in so great a hurry, and thought proper to sit, be 
would subfftitute his likeness for Judas. So flat* 
tering an offer was no doubt declined by the im- 
patient DoBiinicaB, and more time granted. I 
nave read this anecdote in some book of travels, 
.bat I forget by whom ; indeed, I doubt the story 
>akagetber. Not only has this picture impressed 
itte with the beautfes of L. da Vinci's pencil, but 
it illustrates the artist's character. It is unfinished, 
.baviag been abandoned before the principal head 
iwn completed. It exhaasted the artist himself, by a 
vain chase after models for the accessories ; whereas, 
as has been remarked, '^ had he been able to conceive 
the centre, the radii m.ust of course have followed. " 
la his rage for experiment, asd in pursuit of beauty, 
be 18 said not unfrequently to have found deformily ; 
and new, mixtures of colours have dissolved and 
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injured a work which has heen vetonched with '. 
nifest detriment to its harmony of colour and ef* 
feet. Da Vinci was probably one of the most ver* 
satile geniuses that eyer existed. Celebrated aa 
the greatest painter of the age in which he liTed» 
his capacity was not limited to one art alone ; he 
also excelled as an architect, a sculptor, and a musi- 
cian. He even penetrated the arcana of science, and 
distinguished himself as an anatomist and chemist. 
But his inequality of foncy and want of persever- 
ance neutralized the effect of those splendid ta- 
lents. He sometimes mistook the real aim of art, 
and misapplied a splendour of intellect which eclips- 
ed all former excellence, uniting in himself all thb 
elements which constitute the essence of genius. * 
We next visited the Zecca or mint, whilch in all 
its parts is admirable, whether as regards the ex- 
cellence of its machinery, or the regularity and pre- 
cision of its manifold arrangements. The establish- 

* The author has here adopted the common, but cww 
tainly erropeous statement, that this celebrated Fresco was 
neyer finished. In England the opinion has become uni- 
versally current, upon the classical authority of Roscok, who 
has also thence deduced a very unfair estimate of I^eo* 
nardo da Vind's powers. On both points Mr Boscoe has 
been most ably refuted by more than one Italian writer. 
Those who wish to know the real state of the question are 
referred to Ckognaro Stotia d4 Scul. Tom. III. and par- 
ticularly to a most valuable but unfortunately rara woik 
of Cardinal Boromeo on this very fresco, written in the 
IQth century, and generally known by the name of the 

. «• Jureo Libretto^ where it is proved beyond the possibili- 
ty of a doubt, that the work was not only finished, but 

. finished to the satisfaction of Da Vinci, and the admiratioa 
of the age. The English reader will find much informa- 
tion on this subject in Memes's « Life of Canova," aa also 
in the 39lh volume of Constables's Miscellany. 

Ed. of cm. 
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BfieBt, liowe^r, is on too large « scale for tke 
exigencies of the United coinage of the coantky. 
As a proof of this, I may mention, that there W&^e 
not then one-fifth of the ordinary munher of woric- 
men employed. It possesses a very fine collectioa 
of medals, and, as is usual with visitors, we bfeui one 
struck to judge of the quality of the machinery. 
The employes were remarkably civil, and anxi- 
ous to show every part of tlie process of coining, 
and expbdn it to our satisfacUon. I paiticular^r 
remarked the mill for amalgamadng the metall, 
which, as well as the coining presses, is set in 
motion by water. 

It is generally understood that the Austrian po- 
lice is v63catiou8 ; but I can only say that I did not 
find it so. On calling at the office to present 
myself, I was merely asked my address, and how 
long I proposed staying ; and on* applying for my 
pasepcHTt, it was returned duly signed, to enable 
■fee to proceed to Vmioe. One feels pleasvo'e m 
brng able to record any favourable circumstance 
.of 1^ Austro-Milanese. As far as regards lamps 
juKLstieefc-cleanii^ythepolice is also well conducted; 
faiit the irksome system of political eqntinasfe is, I 
vaderstand, esercised with a vigilance, which teUses 
'the hatred existing between the respective cona- 
tries to take a deeper root. The natives aie the 
ssnieveis. 

I was highly pleased with the Teatro Re, 
wkcse 1 went one evenmg to see one of Goldoni*s 
comedies. The Milanese accent, like that of all 
north Italy, is bad ; but <m the stage we only hear 
« ia Ungua Toscana^" though not always ifi 
« b^QM JRomana. " The company performing at 
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tius theatre was the Duke of Modena's, and uolea^ 
when required to imitate provincialisms^ their 
Italian was pure ; however, my knowledge of it 
was not so acute as to detect slight faults. An<- 
other evening I passed a couple of hours most a^ 
greei^ly at the theatre of Gerolamo, where puppets 
of about three feet high are made to represent 
men and women in the most amusing manner. 
Many living actors whom I have witnessed would 
anffer from a comparison with these wooden per- 
formers. So complete is the delusion, from the ad- 
mirable manner in which they are m^nagedy that 
one would abolutely imagine the dialogues to pro- 
ceed from the mouths of the puppets. A comedy, 
or rather farce was performed, called *^ H Vapore 
di Lago Maggiore, " a piece frill of humour, which 
afforded the greatest display of the roguish qua- 
lities of Gianduja, a Ptedmontese vi^et, who by 
his playfril wit atoned for the want of interest in 
the plot. This was followed by a baUei with tiie 
same actors, whose aplomb and niddkux were 
nearly equal to those of a Vestris or a Biggoti^. 
One can form no idea of an Italian PolcineHa» 
until he beholds these acting puppets. Althoii^ 
I had often heard of its excellence, this exhibition 
tsven exceeded my expectations. Gerolamo's thea- 
tre is quite a fashionable resort, notwithstanding 
the trifling price of admittance ; and I was told 
^t the late manager left a fortune of 300,000 
livres, an amazing sum in that country, particularly 
to be gained by keeping a puppet-show. 

Milan contains many fine churches ; but my stay 
being rather limited, I was obliged to content uy- 
#fBlf with visiting pnly those of most celebrity for 
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l^ictonal or architectural beauty. Howover, I do 
not mean to inflict on the reader a detailed account 
of them. The bassi relievi in the front of the car 
thedral are executed in a very superior manner, 
and represent erents related in sacred history. 
The entrance to the church is through five grand 
doors, only lately completed. The centre one 
i» much the finest, and is supported in the in« 
tenor by two granite columns of immense size ; 
but A considerable part of the building is still un- 
finbhed. The marble pavement, (said to be su- 
perior to that of St Peter's at Rome), the choir 
and the pulpit, merit particular attention. The 
grand display, however, is to be found in the 
subterranean chapel, which contains the relics of 
San Carlo, and exceeds in value any thing I ever 
beheld* There are statues of this Saint and of St 
Ambrose (both of whom were bishops of Milan) in 
solid silver, larger than life. Bock crystal, gold, anda 
prpfosioq of precious stones, embellish their shrines, 
which however are certainly calculated more to ex- 
cite the cupidity than the devotion of the spectators. 
I confess I was more pleased with a marble statue 
of St Bartholomew by Agrate, behind the choir, 
than with any of the more valuable objects in the 
cathedral. It displays the muscular system so per- 
fectly, the skin being as it were stript off, that an 
anatomist might lecture upon it with almost as 
much effect as on a human subject. This is no 
small degree of praise to the sculptor, who is com- 
pared to Praxiteles in the inscription, *^ Non me 
; Praxiteles, sed Marcus finxit Agrate." * The view 
from the summit of the church, surrounded by its 
innumerable statues of saints and martyrs, I have 
♦ «« Not Praxiteles^^ut Marcus Agrate joaade me. " 
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«ir^y «pfMc«& of ; but realty, to ascend 500 stepa 
«o the dome is nd triftin^ matter. I of coivse did 
«ot attempt such a feat at every tielH I paid to the 
•lower part. Tfiis cathl^dral may serve as a model 
lor bohiness of design, but St has been spoiled by 
the eitravagance and singtilarity of its execu- 
tion. A proAision of marble has been hewed 
4owii and cot Into objects, which yanish in- 
dividiially iitito insiglnfican^, though, taken as 
Ksrmittg^ whole, one must regard with amase- 
ttent the n^taber and beauty of the pillarsy 
niches and statues. The roof and cupola are still 
more sMlffiiraMe ; for the insertion of every blodc 
of which the former is Composed, astonishes, by 
^e degree of talent, and the variety in the art of 
vaulting which it displays. But the edifice itself 
^ encuiabered wMi mudi unnecesBary ornament, 
<aind by many acoessorks, which conceal and im- 
|Mdr the general ^fefct of each Other. A ragie 
#or sculpture pervadies every part <^ it, tfie tops 
^ pillars, buttreMses, pinnacles, and latcatd spires, 
being snnnounted with statues to the number of se- 
veral thoussfids— -ctrcumstanoes which detract from 
their beauty .and apparent height. The design of 
the original cMsti'QCtion must have been Gothic ; 
•but it fatts not been a<^ered to, although it is still 
the predominant style of its architecture. Four cen- 
turies, and some milHoas Of money, have been con- 
««med in erecdng aconfased mass, where Gothic pil- 
lars, pointed arrades and fretwoik, are confounded 
with Roman arches, a Greek entablature, quad- 
VMigular doors and windows, while the whole is 
'Crowned by an Egypdan pyramid, with an image 
«<if the Virgin on its apex 1 
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One of tke most nsefal bnilcliDgB k Milaii k 
llie Spedale Maggiore, or grand hospital ; an admi* 
rable insdtittion, where the sick of erery descrip- 
tion are received. It also serves the purposes of 
a medical school, to which there is attached a 
ttnmber of professors, some of whom hare attain- 
•ed a high degree of eminence in one of the noblest 
pnrsoits of science. Their lectures are well at* 
tended by pupils, who resort from all parts of Italy, 
to an establishment where they haive the best op- 
portunities of studying the construction and the 
complicated machinery of the human frame. The 
building is a long and elegant parallelogram, with 
a spacious court in the middle, surrounded by por- 
ticoes, under which, once a year, are exposed the 
portraits of its numerous benefactors. Few sights 
are more gratifying than this tribute of Gratitude 
to Philanthropy. 

The Basilica Ambrosiana, one of the four 
churches built by St Ambrose, is the most ancient 
in Milan, and probably the only one that has any 
pretensions to antiquity, which is its principal re- 
commendation ; unless the figure of a brass ser- 
pent (erroneously supposed to be that of the de- 
sert), brought fi'om Constantinople in the tenth 
century, and several other relics of equally doubt- 
ful origin^ can be considered as justifying such pre- 
tensions. Neither its interior nor exterior renders 
it by any means conspicuous. Although this 
church never was the cathedral, still, as the burial- 
place of St Ambrose, and as the depository of his 
reficS) it enjoyed many privileges, and peculiar 
veneratioiu When the Emperors of the West 
Md Ibeir court at Milao^ it was in this Basilica 
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Aifc dny iMdlfed the von crom of It*lf . Tlw 
iMne of St Ambrose is remarkable in tlie asMla 
of Catholieien, as the ipirknal guide who bad iba 
aierit of ceitFertiiig St AnguHtine, and m the wm 
Wanted definder of the orthodox drardi* The 
rite institiited by him is still observed in this dia^ 
IMSS9 and differs bat slightly from the other Catho* 
lie forms, in regard to baptbm by immersioBt aari 
the obaenrance of Lent. 

Notwithstanding the nws of Goths and Lombards^ 
and tJm bwnii^ of the city, there have yet esoaped 
from deatmetion sixteen fluted Corinthian colnmna 
of beantifd {iroportiens, all in one ^9 avpipoBedl^ 
•have fonned part of the baths of the Emperor 
Maximian Hercnlena^ who resided at Milam They 
JiaTe occasioned mnch disputation among antiqpm- 
ries and critics; but their origin does not appanr to 
be yet sufficiently ascertained; though, Imm tfan 
■fine taste lUsplayed in their ortiaments, and espe- 
«taBy from thwr syma ieUy, they may safely be i»- 
^fanred to an eninot long posterior to the reign of 
-NoM^. By a late pro(4[>ing up, they may atiU tasno- 
«Mt to future agM iftie most predons monuuMntin 
JLombardyof the Spbndonrof the Roama Empra. 
No dedication is so common in Italy forehuadhoa, 
« to the Madonna. In that of San Colso, than 
^«*e two Sibyls which aMnt particnlar atlentinily 
«Dd some frescos of great merits with which Ap- 
piani, a native artist, has omameatod the high al- 
tar and chapels. There are also two stataaa of 
'Adam and Eve at the entrance, the latter of which, 
•ot uttfrei^pwntly, has been reckoned equal to seme 
ef the most pesfeat antaque models of female btasrty. 
A fabea Mar the Porta Oriantakr^faM#^M«r 
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t» mudiBc» fl# dw AttflCma g«viiiiir» idlt m> 
fams the name of its kte Imperial master ; and 
k k ««r«li3r «f ranaricy aa a proof thai polidoal aai* 
noMty oaa be foq|«iltMi» even by Germaiis, in ikeif 
fifiaadahip for iha arta, that an admkaUe pietiwa 
by the Chevalier Appiaai, rafveMatiag the Ap»* 
(feoaia o| Ni^aoii» still gvaeaa the haU of iha 
tbroaaia thb palace* 

The drive ealled the Conei, wMch estMMU h^m 
AeCathedial toi one of the handaomett galea akog 
the paboe^gaad^My it fraqnaated aa aj»QBMnad* 
•aSandayay whan the faabioBaUea €lw]riay- all thai^ 
finery* I aair acme caiTtagea wfaieh might haTe heeE 
baih ia Long Aere^ and maeh batter horaes than 
are genmaily sported in ib» hamted long okwyv of 
Paris ; loB the Milaneaa aobility pi^pie thwnaelvaaoii 
iautating Esf^ish mapnany^iadeed many of thesr 
e^pupages, for apkndour, would bqI diagiaee HydcH 
Piirk itself. Moat of the yoaag man of forUm* 
mix Load<Hi9 if they can elUain pampevia ; not at* 
vays a lery easy matter, aa it often Qcciua» idbaft 
Aey apply tia the Minisler of Patiea, that ha aska 
thckmatm for going to England; imd irtiaai thaf 
mtan^y vepfyf for amnaement» the plaaanra oi U9^ 
v^rihng, and seeing ilieworid. <' Oh, if Ant in all," 
haxe^aa ^< why dim't yon gaio Vienaa» whieh is mr 
imitalyanparior in every other attmetian? Besides 
it would be fdeaatng to the £mparor la aee Mi 
Iti£an noblea at conn* *' Thna^ many a oUy fair 
law faaa been coaxed, ei|jolad, 9nd eian coaapeUa4 
to act diametrically 0|^«aita la his awn wiahaa and 
iacMiuitiowy in order to meet the rieifa of ** the 
paimta that be. " £a|^d is a bad cswalry te 
itomt* It winlds«em«aif 
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The public gardens are always crowded, on 
Sundays and hoHdays, with well-dressed pedes- 
trians and handsetne ^^omen, who resort to thnin 
from erery part of Italy* They mix in the crowd 
with the eiti^iis' wires and fair daughters^ or widt 
the proud aristocracy of the limd; waUring up 
and down, or sitting under the shade of trees, lis- 
tening to the music of an excelleni band, belong- 
ing to one of the regiments of the garrison^ wbidr 
generally plays all the afternoon. There is at 
Milan BXk air of bustle, weal^ and hixwry, wbkh 
sheds a lustre every whore ; a happy mixture of 
the French and Italian character ; and the seene is 
infinitely more attHftctiye than the samenesSf dal*- 
ness, and dust of the eternal Hyde Park of a Loi^ 
don moming^-i' $• from fite to seven in the aflei^ 
noon, (hie of the most beautify women who^ ap* 
peared in the promenade, afterwards dined at our 
tuble d*h6te^ She had been reoei^ly married to a 
Fiedraontese nobleman, and the couple were jmsi 
ttrired from Turin, baring taken up thev abode 
at the Croee di Mi^ta. I had sereral o{^x)rtiini- 
ties of admiring her frank easy manners, hem fipon 
prudery or affectation. Apparently uneonscteos 
of her own attraction, she assumed no liygmfied 
mrs. The ladies whom I saw at la Scala and in 
public during my stay, are in geneml fair, hvm 
good eyes, and large features, but are somewkM 
kiclined to embot^afni, wearing a great pro^Mioa 
^ hair, real or false, divided into ringlets. Theie 
were ammigst them certainly many rery fine iro» 
men. I b^iere there- is still nncfa diasipation-at 
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A thimt for plearam seems to plf6va]^« 
Md many fiftdlities are afforded for its mdnlgence* 
The grcBt - night for the opera'ia Sunday, wfaenitis 
alwaya novfrfashieiiaUy attended than at any other 
time. Catholics eoasider, that if they attend chim^ 
In the forenoon, hear mass, and refrain from senriTe 
wofk the remainder of the day, they may, in the 
opening, enjoyanyspedet of innocent amusement or 



The* immense pkdn around Milan is highly cnl* 
livatedy bnt father monotonous, and partly inun* 
dated to raise crops of rice,, the principal prodnc* 
tion of Lombardy. From ikw cuvumstance, and 
4he great summer heat, it is at times unheal^y—* 
the atnoephere being heaty, miityv and impregnated 
irilh w aoxiotts effluvia, which ffaires the noble 
aiid wealthy dtisens tO' their country yillas on the 
btdbi of the lakes. Strangers no impressed whk 
th» moeC favourable idea of the- wealth and taste 
fl the Milanese on approadiing their capital, erery 
thmg* being on so grand a scde, with broadroade, 
and fine avemiea of trees; and the cityitself sup- 
ports the impression. It presents many handsome 
puUio edifices, either built or adorned by the late 
gorerament, so that if money was extorted in op- 
pressive taxes and contributions, part of it was spent 
beneficially in employing the people. 

When about to set off for Rome, how much I 
regretted not having brought with me some good 
bo^ of reference ; but those of greatest utility 
are prohibited : even Gibbon's Decline and Fall of 
die Roman £mpire, Sismondi's works, and Lady 
Morgan's Italy. Voluminous works take up so 
much room, that when one has no carriage of his 
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^iiftt, lie k cMigvdy to ttwdd bebg wmimlberad 
h^Sgtge, to ooiileat hioMelf witk ta few booln at 
foittUe. Tbote ea topoinipliy caa alwi^s be 
Ibiiiid OB ibe spol, and if w the kaigwga oiF iha 
wmntafy 90 niiieli the better, fer with the aid el s 
didioaaiy a double pmpow ie aaawered* Eaatace'e 
ClaMical Tovr (not as a gnide-book» hot lor geno* 
ni iaioniuitiQn and eotertainment) is oerlaialy «m 
of the beet and moet inetroctiTe woriu I have lead 
on Itai79-*veiy anperior indeed to the eommon- 
place tiAToie and toan whieh aio pnhliahed» and 
the noiiaeme which ia belieired in England* A 
eMoal friend of nine taM me thai £wlaQa wna 
oat of feihion. I Umghed al the ahiordky of hb 
idea of fitihien, entended to ao ridionlciwi a pitflh» 
preferring perhaps sense nes(t-octayo jnat issnad feens 
the press by a gradnnla of hia own naivMaitsp^ to 
Ae standard and adnvaUo work el a learned and 
aariaUe anthor, hecause thof diffpred on oertain 
abstract points of tboiolegy^ Eno t a se hadr hoir- 
evnrv the gndfieation to see hie Tenv pasa tfaieagh 
half a doaen edMons before his dealk 
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CHAPTER m. 

ilUBTRIAN 8TATM. 

S^faember 2M_Iii 4ie north of Italy Mf«l^ 
)iii|^ i* exreOent; Bdlrfs of pes^kunM ntf \m 
bid St every sttge ; ailid with a earHug^ of <me\i 
vHtiy -^Mft ifnMtBd is got ovof ta OKpoditioQily m hi 
iay oliMT pfett of the Continettt. In the Ansttffiii 
deoiiiiiioas there are Midin, orone»bor«B chaJeei on 
tiro wheek, with seaii for a smgle penc^, to he 
hiied a»« moderate itit^ from one town fo afto>> 
wier* Tflie diKgesMte and c^^rierf are 'Oattlfely ife^ 
temment concema. The <;oaehes of ^ fctHM^ 
afo stroi^y built, and tolerably tommodiOtti, 
Aoagh aoBiewhat heaiy. They eury ait im^de 
feaaeog^ra, with l^ree in the cabriolet, and Itfe 
drawn by four post^homlea. A fixed fare ia exaeted, 
aa well aa the gratification to the eondaeU^aHi 
poatillhrna, all of which expenaea genteiliUy Mnolittt 
to about S5 centimea, M* 3|d. a mile. Evenihb 
inioe of dfainer and beda on ^ ttmd in r^nlated 
by the proper imtfaorities, and kiaened on ticfceta 
deKiF«red to tmyellera when Ihey tafte their plaoe8» 
with a yiew to pi^etent impoaftion. I ohaerred wb 
«iBiia eaeoHed by geaa d^annea, wiio w«ro ii^v«d 
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at every stage until daylight Very few instances of 
highway robbery now occur ; but as occasional at- 
tacks of banditti hare been made in some parts 
of Italy, particularly in the south, such precautions 
are considered necessary to protect the lives and 
property of travellers against depredations. 

We left Milan at midnight, and passed through 
Lodi at a very early hour in the morning ; but 
did not cross the long wooden' bridge over the 
Adda, so celebrated from the brilliant and suc- 
cessful attack Buonaparte made upon it, during 
his first campaigns in Italy: we passed, how- 
ever, almost imd^r the tree whiere he raHiedhis 
ffrenadiera, and at their head forced the Austrian 
ihtrenchments on the opposite bank. The next 
place we came to was Pirrighettoni, remarkable 
for having been the prison of Francis the Firsts 
who was for some time detained in its strong fort- 
ress. The warlike Julius the Second said that ikte 
alectora of Germany and the cardinals of Rome 
Jbad committed a great mistake, fw they ought to 
-have chosen the pacific Maximilian Pope, and 
^limself Emperor. The succeeding Emperor, hew* 
«v6r» was endowed with, greater military and po^ 
littcal talents, for he twice defeated bis rival Fraa* 
cis; first in his election to the empire, and a« 
gain at Pavia, where, by the bad advice of Bonp- 
vet» the French monarch divided his army in 
the presence of hb enemy, and received a lessoa 
which has served as a caution to every general since. 
The chivalrous Francis lost every thing *' hors 
rbonnenr ; " and during his detention as a prisoner 
in Spain, even solicited assistance from the Turks, 
tff whpm be deflf^tphed Frangifiani as 9» emiamry^ 
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J SofioMun ^ MBgmBe^t to eqrovM Us 
came. The Saltan's answer a «tiU preHenF«d io 
iht Et>3ral libruy «i Paris. Th^re wm Utile to 
pleaae theeye in tkn part of the eemtry ; no de- 
liglitfiil vidley% no noantain aceneiy, no caaoadea 
w BfNipeBdoin crags, were to be iteeB. ThewMe 
md, dvamg that clay's jewney) lay het#een amfight 
fowB «f trees, '4>v«r a con^n^ fenile plan> wft- 
iondkbyaiNMidabtriTers sod canaki, pt'esentng, dn 
every aide, rioh meadows or highly cidlivatsd Mds. 
The tswns and villages we paraed through had 
-^ffwej appeanMHsd of w«tohh and piMpetfty^ htoMg 
wbaiHted by a har^, indnstrioas popnlMaon. It 
was theik thie season f^r the vilk^ataira, when A^ 
sailies lepabr to their ooanti^-tiD«aes, vriietiB ih^ 
rennin daring the vrntage, or until the cold drives 
them back to the eiloes. The peasamtty wei« b«ly 
aaaployed at Ae vintage, which had just hegtai ; 
^and as we approacbed Cremona, w« met lall ab^g 
the road tarts fkvwn by dovis-coleared oaen, and 
other tehides, loaded with the parple U^NKNires of 
Bnesfaua^ As the laftsraoon adviansed, tbe sceae 
became m&se interesting, and ifibvded m an ^op- 
portunity of wi tneasin g the whole tannd fMf^idatien, 
bonly enpleyted in ^Amr bapptest psawaits, tetf- 
img tbe *tmmtd of tfaeir iaboairs. A Hfltidious pet- 
«oa s^nld net follow ifite viinagerfe ftodier, ifbr I 
tbink tbe apei«ti<MiB of the wine*pfess -me ^fsAle 
disg^toting. I have seen ^e peasanttin Portugal 
take off tbeii* shoi^ and daace libont aD|i<»igst the 
gpafee. Tfaey liien coMecit d\ the sAnnB^ «tid tA- 
tmet die jaioe from them by «ieaaa of the preife, 
sviiiok is generally saitounded by a litter of piga 
inoyaCMHtCoritfaeirdbilRe, theimAcsi bttt>f«ttaaa«e- 
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If for wkie-driiikeny the procem of lenaeiKtilivii 
earries off all imparities. In Italy the practioe » 
aimilar* bat without the foar-footed aisistaats ; md 
m Lomberdy espedally, an tmcommon degree of 
mder and deanliness ia obserfabk in the roral 
memxge. From theae remarks the Scriptarai reader 
will perceive both the aai?ersalityof tke coatonty 
•a alao the aimplicity and force of the allusioa'to 
<* treading the wine^prees, " wfaieh so oft^ ooenas 
. jn the writinga of the Jewish prophets. 

At Cremona we stopped ba| a short time. This 
place is better known for the exoelieace olits ▼ioKna 
and other nmsical instraments, which are seen said 
Aeordf all over Europe, than for its school of punting ; 
for although few of the eecond^^te towns in Ita^ 
are more distmgaished in the mamJa of the art, 
neither Yasari nor Lanzi haa mentioned its former 
cdebrity. But Count B* Vidoni has lately done 
jnatioe toita &me. Howeyer^ the artiste of Oo- 
mona have not been altogether negleeted 4y ior- 
m^ writem ; ktr Petrarch speaks of Simon Martiniy 
who pamted several pivtraits of Lsara, and was tiie 
intimate friend of her lover. But tiie Cremonn 
adiool was not founded till long after by the Cun- 
pi» of whom it josUy boasts ; and Vidoni gives a 
feng, and ivhat is considered a very corre<^ aecomt 
of the different masters it has produced, dispkjring 
much taste in the analysis of th^ works. 

When we reached Mantua, we got a valet de 
place to point out the principal edifices, such «8 
the Palace of Te— a strange name for the £oest 
building in the city, bestowed upon it because it 
is built in the shape of the letter T. Tbia f$,^ 
^ lace, as well as ae? eral of the cbai«fae% wvEe bwlt 
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. liie detigiis id Ginlio Romana, wko tended 
yean aA the eourt of the Dvke of Maotniiy 
add embellished maay of ^e edifices with splendid 
freeces md pictures. The great attractioa which 
this remarkable buildii^ now preseBtS) le ^e Sal 
di Giganli, or ^ Hall of the Giants/' a lai^e fluid** 
langiikr apartment, round the entire walte of 
which, in a ^ecks of panorama, is the famoaa 
freae» of the artist just mentioned, representing 
the fall of ihB Titans. Whether, as regards its 
present staifee of excellent preservation, or the uifr- 
4na«e merit of the composition and grandemr of 
the atyle, this is one of the most interesting works 
of modem art. Some of these ^* Sons of Earth '* 
aie aeen felling headlong into the sea, with ghastly 
wovmds ; in another place they are crushed, and 
writhing in fearful agony, beneath enormoua rocky 
«iass6a ; while others are beheld as if hurled '* sheer 
Ver the cryrtal babblements " by the thunder of 
OmmpoteneeA All thia sublimity of thought, how- 
ever, is much impaired by the amallneiis of the 
space; for, extensive as the hall is, the eye is al- 
lesied to approach too near, and to measure too 
ckisely, the merely corporeal energies of the work. 
It is a fine tanit in Buonaparte's character, that 
when besieging Mantua, then defended by the 
Austrians under old Wurmser, he turned his cannon 
from this, though a favourable point of attack, lest, 
by the destruction of the place, this picture might 
be for ever lost to the world. Andrea Mant^na sJso 
enriched many of the churches and palaces of Man- 
tua with the productions of his admirable pencil. I 
'had merely time to step into the old ducal palace, 
'•«««.ittavy G^ybic .bidldi]^, not parUcularly at- 
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trftc^Te, to admire its principal Bpaetxoxnt&m M antilli 
is tlie native place of Vtigil* A statue has been 
erected to his m e m wy in one of tbe haHs of tlM 
Palace of Justice; and file French, who liked * 
little ostentation, caused « ooHnnn and bust) in 
honour of the Mantuaa bard, to be placed in the 
Mindo, a pnblic walk llie sttaathm of Ak for* 
tified town is very remaiicable. Suironnded hj 
water and a flat country^ it "cian <ivij be approached 
fay bridges. Hielie are two lakes of consldiftrable 
extent, with reedy shores, in the direcAaon of Ve^* 
rona andr^Cremona, whicb, with the liige tract of 
marshy ground around the idtyy render it very Hi* 
healthy. Rirtial draining, and the impreremettt 
oif the lend of late years, has had a beneficial ef- 
fect on the air ; font the place is etill very anlgeet 
to iatemiittent fevers. 

My companion was sO anxrons to vreiw the G»- 
thedial, that we had k opened for our imfectkm 
by tbr<^- light, 1 could see well ekibugh^ even under 
•6 great a disadvoiytage, to admire its beawtifal 
iuted Corinthian columns, supfiorting a second 
range of Composite ones, which veparate the nave 
horn the aisles. There «re many defedis in this 
magnificent structure, I miderstand : nbt in the 
original design, which does hiyhour to thte ardhi- 
tectnral talents of Giulio Romano, but in the awk- 
ward attempts to repair the ravieiges of time» by 
overloading tbe Wall with Ornaments in extremely 
bad taste ; but fortunately tbe latendss of iAte howv 
and the imperfect light by which I saw it, pieveat- 
ed me from perceiving them. 

Verona, which we next visited, daims the ho» 
ttour of being the birtiqdace of VHratiiHii fiofaaUy 
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the greatest architect the world has prodaced. The 
arch of Gavi is attributed to him, but it presents 
a very imperfect specimen of his abilities ; although, 
I believe^ it is the only one of which his native 
place can boast. There are two modem gates, 
the Porta Nuova and Porta di Palio, of rustic ma- 
sonry, with Doric columns, both by the architect 
San Micheli. The most celebrated native of Ve- 
rona, in modern times, is the Marquis Scipio Maffei, 
who lived to a very advanced age. He is best 
known as the author of Merope, a subject drama- 
tized by Euripides, and also by two of the greatest 
French and Italian poets of the day, Voltaire and 
Alfieri. Maffei was, the first who succeeded in 
introducing the Tragic muse into Italy, and in com- 
posing a tragedy without love, or any of the ro- 
mantic taste of the French drama ; exciting and 
supporting the interest of the plot solely by the 
danger to which a mother exposes a beloved son, 
As a proof of the popularity of this admirable 
piece, the unprecedented number of sixty editions 
were printed and sold within a few years after its 
^rst performance at Modena. Maffei also ranks 
Jiigh as an historian ; not of that vague and arid 
iciass, limited to the record of facts and dates, si- 
milar to a dictionary, which loads the memory with- 
out improving the mind. He traces the genius 
3nd faults of men, the effects ef their passions on 
the mannera and ignorance of the age, and the 
benefits or misfortunes they caused tp the world, 
by following the progress of arts and sciences, as 
well as of arms and literature. History, treated in 
this manner, becomes precious to posterity, and af- 
fords both pleasure and instruction. As a proof 
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of the estimation in wbich this Seamed mm was 
held in his native city, a statue was raised in ho^ 
nonr of him about a century ago, with a pimn in- 
scription " To the Marquis Scipio Mafiei dur- 
ing his lifetime ; " which Voltaire said was equi- 
valent to the compliment Montpellier paid to the 
Grand Monarque^ by erecting a statue to ** Louis 
14£e aprds sa mort. " * 

The renowned amphilbeatre is a magnificent 
monument of the Roman empire in the days of its' 
greatest power, and justly considered the chief or- 
nament of Verona. It is of an oval form, construeted 
of large square blocks of marble, the extreme length 
of die ellipsis being 500 feet. Hree tier of Doric 
columns ornament different stories, wbich are rus- 
ticated arcades. The exterior has suffered much ; 
but in the interior no marks of decay are now per- 
ceptible, owing to its having been restored about 
two centuries ago. It still retains forty rows of 
sloping marble seats for spectators. Tbe local ail- 
thorities have suffered a small wooden theatre tb 
be erected in the arena, for the peribrmance of co- 
medies in the daytime. This erection rather spoils 
the sublime effect of an ancient edifice, ipehen oc- 
cupied by a motley audience applauding the mise- 
rable wit of Arlecchino and a set of strolling players, 
whose mummeries are any thing but in keeping 
with the noble scene by which they are Stir- 
rounded. 

To gratify the curiosity of English traveBiera^ 
the pseudo-sarcophagus of Juliet is poihted oat 
to them in a deligfatM garden, the site of a coil* 

• " To Louis XIV. after bit Aefttb.*' 
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•aU to bKf9 h^m ^< the lomb of all the C»* 
f«]et8." This city, Veroiia> was, at all eFents, the 
Qoene af Roioeo and Juliet) as well as of another 
admirable drama of our immortal bard. It musti 
tbereforey have an ideal charm for every English- 
maU) to whom the name of Verona sounds some* 
v^at familiar. Independently of these aModa- 
lions, it has the attraction of a beautiful situation, o^ 
Ihe river Adige, which separates the two town^ Ve» 
]?cma and Veronetta. The latter place is ornamented 
with several fyke churchesi of an architecture that 
doea not disgrace the birthplace of Vitruvius him^ 
aelf. One of them, St Geoi^, is remarkable for 
its fine cupola, the work of Sansorino : it also cou- 
lains some very good pictures by Paulo Veronese 
and Tintoretto. I spent a few hours in the oath^ 
drak which is adorned by a number pf Titians, 
JBMOiinosr and other paintings by celebrated mastem 
4if the Venetiaii schoolf much better worth look- 
ing at than the building itself^ which is iu the Go- 
ifaMS atyie^ aud not remarkable either fqr beauty 
or elegance* Beingtbe head-quarlersoif the Austrian 
troops in Italy* a very strong garrison is maintained 
in Yerona* A better point could not be selected aa 
a central dep&t> as. it is equidistant from Milau and 
Venice, and near the high road to Vienna» which 
ia alwaya kept in the best state of repair, to en- 
able the Emperar to reinforce his ItaUau army At 
the aboitesi utttioe> by either ot the two great 
imsei of the A^ sitaated in his own dominions. 
ThA Coiaoy imd a few other streets of Verona,, 
am handsqma. The Parade, ur Piazza d'Arme, 
ia BOW an ^leganl puUie walk* of which the 
fmm thft joaatre ; and which la 
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crowded in the evening with hidies saA geMm* 
men, thousands of whom are attracted after 
Bnnset to enjoy the cool pleasant air, and to heai^ 
some beautiful pieces of martial music. Tfaer»^ 
are several Caf6s in the Piazza d'Arme, wi4k. 
awnings spread in front of them, under which cof- 
fee, ices, and other refreshments, are served t» 
the numerous groups from the prcHnenade. I 
took much pleasure in viewing the scene imtil a 
late hour. When the clash of the military band 
ceased, the company soon after disponed, and I 
was leift almost alone, contemplating, by the reiee^ 
tion of a few glimmering lamps, the massive 6aA 
walls of that vast fabric^ so often stained with the 
blood of gladiatots, and many other vietims- of the 
crimes and ferocity of the Imperial Romans. 

Some hours before daylight next monungi I 
was summoned to take my place in the diligieniee. 
I gen«*ally prefer the cabriolet, where the> eon* 
dnctor sits, that I may have a better view of Um 
country ; and I therefore lost no time in Mcnriiigift 
with my fellow-traveller. There were six pep- 
sons to accommodate inside ; and an extra vd^de 
was required for the other passengers, one of wliom» 
a Milanese lady, was desired to take her ^aoe m 
hy which she refused to do, when she saw that it 
was an open gig exposed to the cM morning air. 
The conduttdre remonstrated, urging, that as* she 
was the last arrived, the coach being frill, die woald 
be under the necessity to submiti She peeped », 
and seeing it contained only men, exclaimed, widi 
a most pathetic air, " Camo epossibUe^ tanti km^ 
mini Uisciare una Donna sola viagffkxire mum h§^ 
no sccperto r « How is^ it poerible iar so ^»ay 
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roeti t6 allow a sofitary feitiale to travel in au 
open vehicle ! " Although she was neither young 
nor handsome, I felt my gallantry so forcibly ap- 
pealed to by the stress she laid on the words unci 
Dorma sola^ that I could not refrain from offering 
to resign my seat ; which was not, however, ac- 
cepted of, for a close carriage was soon after pro* 
ctired for her* This smmonnted all difficulties, 
and we continued our route towards Vicenza. 

When the sun rose from the Adriatic, we disco- 
vered on the left the long chain of Alps, which 
separates Germany from Italy, and enjoyed a fine 
drir^ over a fertile plain, through beautifully fes- 
tooned vines on every sid^, supported on mulberry 
trees. A few hours brought ns to the Tesina, 
which we crossed, over a handsome stone bridge ; 
and soon after we passed through the splendid mo- 
dem gate at the entrance of \lcenza, which has. 
quite ^e appearance of a triumphal arch. As we 
only intended staying one day, a cicerone was 
immediately engaged to accompany us to the 
nfost remarkable works of Palladio, who was the 
fiBEther of that style of architecture introduced in- 
to England by Inigo Jones. This eminent Ita* 
lian aETtist has studied Vitmvius's works in the true 
spirit of their author ; and to him the art is indebt- 
ed for its purest style, many specimens of which 
in Vicenza, his native place, evince his well-earned 
ffmie. Most of the principal public and private 
edifices of the city are either the workmanship of 
this celebrated practical antiquary, or built from 
his des^s. The first we went to was his own 
house, which presents an elegant and simple mo- 
del ei arehitectura} skill, though under the dts- 
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adTuiti^ of being concealed in a narrow coq- 
fined street* 

The Olympic theatre astonished and pleased me 
ViOfll* Its permanenti fi:i;ed scenes, represent three 
streetSt or majestic ayennes, diverging from the 
st^e^ according to the most perfect rules of per- 
spective* Palaces, magnificent dwellings^ and tri- 
i^np)ial arches are greeted in alto relievo, i^rt- 
ening and diminishing perspectively* The pro- 
scenium is coQsequenUy much diminished in 
size* The columns are of the Corinthian <»der, 
the iQter-columniations being filled up with niches 
and statues* The form is semi-eUiptical, with 
several rows of seats* rising as in amphitheatres ; 
buti from the narrowness of the situation, it is 
pot calculated to contain many spectators. Thia 
spleqdid specimen of architecture is encompass* 
fi^ all round with a frame-work of stiurs; and 
at the summit of the reoeding galleries, there is 
H oorridqr. Ahqve is a light am} well-proffor* 
tioned attic, the pannels of which are omameat- 
edji with bassi relievi* Although it was built not 
more thaii 250 years ago, one iniagines he 
aees a Hainan theatre, as Pallactio followed the 
exact proportions recommended by Yitrnviusy 
who borrowed from the Qreeks his phms far 
the construction of anient theatres* The Ma- 
donna del Monte is some miles distant from the 
town; and unfortunately my time did not permit 
me to view its fiuaous portico, a series of ardied 
arcades, extending for more than a mile up tba 
whole ascent of the hill, under which many da- 
voi^es may be seen performing their pilgrimage 
upoii^ their kneesi^ Neither eodd I mt the Ro* 
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t«bda di Cupia, also a work of P^ladto^ wbkli lai 
been imitated by Lord Burlington in the Duke off 
Deron^ire's qnadrefrontal vilkt at Cheswicki tha 
best specimen in England of the Palladian styla 
of domestic architecture* 

We went from Vicwiza to Padoa next day, 
tbe drive alcMig the banks of the rirer being ex- 
tremely interesting* The country had a gay and 
aalmated appearance ; popnlons villages, conn* 
try seats and Palladian vUlas, with fine gaxdeni^ 
diversify the scene on both sides of the Brenta, 
tbe resort of many noble Venetians, who wish at 
that happy season ef the year to enjoy the pleasnre 
of Telleggiatora* It was quite dark ere we reached 
Mestra, where we embarked in a large gondola 
lo cross the Laguna. We then entered the great 
canal of Venice ; and I was quite enchanted with 
the appearance of the '< Queen of the Adriatic, " 
anticipating the pleasure of a more perfect view 
in the momiag, for star and lamp-light are ill eal« 
evlated to enable one to judge of its wonders* 
The &int glimmering from the windows of ita 
marble palaces, served more to bewilder my senaet, 
^an to enlighten them, at the hour of midnight* 

Eariy the following morning, as I sat in one 
of the balconies of the hotel, the calm watem 
of the great canal of Venice rippling against tibe 
i^ridge of the Rialto immediately before me, I 
thought of the Dandoli, the Foscari, the Giusti* 
niaai, the Morosini^ and other great and power- 
ful men, who once lived in those old massive 
palaces, reclining in the lap of luxury, surround- 
ed by Asiatic splendour, and armed with power* 
But now wben I turn my eyes towards thoaa 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



79 DECAY OF VBMJCE-^PIAZKA BI S. MARCO. 

buSdingSy they are deserted by their lords. The 
•nccesaors c»f that ambitions aristocracy, who built 
mansions snited to the fierce grandenr of their free 
"and elevated minds, are now degraded, and these 
palaces are the abodes of strangers or menials, who 
eeem lost in the magnificence of such splendid halls. 
Yenice, the city from whose story Shakspeare chose 
the subject of some of his plays, is no longer brilli- 
ant and flourishing. It bears evident traces of pte- 
viatore decay. The life is gone ; its once gay in> 
Inbitants are dwindled into the abject subjects of 
a foreign and detested prince. The empty gloomy^ 
loc^dng gondolas, the half-deserted quays, bridges 
imd streets, of the once famed " City of the Wa» 
iers, " all indicate that slavery, want, and opprcs- 
«io«, have usurped the place of freedom, richesi 
Bnd power. 

After a short walk through narrow crooked 
lanflB, I directed my steps towards the Piaeza di 
San Marco, and felt the contrast most forcibly on 
entering a magnificent square surrounded on three 
ttides by handsome buildings designed by the ar- 
^itect Sansovino, all of which have galleries of 
open arcades on the ground>floor. This square is 
4erminated by the metropolitan church of Sm Mar- 
-co, surmounted by its five cupolas — over the rich 
•mosaic front of which, the celebrated bronze horses, 
Jthe supposed workmanship of Lysippus, whidi 
successively adorned Constantinople, Venice and 
■Paris, have f^in resumed their station. This 
-well-known edifice forms so prominent an object 
in many pictures of the Venetian school, that it 
was perfectly familiar to me. The Fiazsetta, or 
#maUer square, is on one side overlooked by the 
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ttuclal j[)ftliic)dy and is afeo ormni^ted with tw» 
beantiftil granite colmnns of immense faeigfat, one 
ini|>porting the winged lion of St Mark, tile patrMi 
of Venice, and the otiier a statue of St Tiieodere^ 
for whose memory the Ri^nbHe bad a singnlalr 
Veneration— he having been ti^nlar patron of tlie 
lehurch of St Maris, before the body of the Evttfi^ 
]geli8t WAS translated to it* 

A fertile field for refiection is offered when 
leontetoplating the existing state of this onee power- 
ful RepitbHc, which for centuries gave kwt lo 
many kingdoms, and wm mistress of the eom* 
merce of the Mediterranean, the Levant, and eveifc 
of India. We see it now reduced to a secomi^ 
rate town, and With all its territories, merely 
a province of the House of Austria. With dffi- 
eulty can the imagination conceive the once di^ded 
efiect of that receptacle for secret denanciatlo» ; 
irat the nght of the ** Bridge of Sighs, " its neigh- 
tionring dungeon and towers, serve to recalto ite 
toind the arbitrary and despotic CouneSl df Ten, 
which overawed the RepMbiic and its Doge. Hie 
Scene of Marino Falieri's punishment tras pointed 
out to me. It reminds one of the power of the 
'flcristocracy, and their summary nMde of exar- 
dsing it. Count I>»*u, in his History of Venioe, 
lias unravelled the dark and fearful hibyi^h of 
that oligarchical tyranny with laborious attention ; 
and so infamous were the institutes of the CovmcU, 
that assassination and poisoning were enjoined by 
one of its ordinances. 

I must say that the Ducal palace, not as a 
hnilding, but from the assoi:!atiotts conncfcted wflh 
its interestbg history, gratified me more than any 
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leojwl or imperial palace I had hitherto seen. It Is 
Imilt in that massive Bemi-Gothic and ArahetqoA 
atyle» with pointed arches, its walls chequered with 
red and white marble, symmetrically disposed, and 
liaring its gigantic stairs apfnroached by eight dif« 
JBfent gates. Of the many edifices which Venice 
jcontains remarkable for their architecture, or for the 
splendour of their interior, none is superior to this 
in the magnificence of its halls and galleries, which 
are covered with paintings by Paulo Veronese^ 
Titian, Bassano, and other eminent masters, illujK 
Ivatipg the history and great exploits of the com- 
IBonwealth. Ooe of the most remarkable pictures 
in the Senate-hall, represents the great naval vicp 
lory gained by the Venetians over the Emperor 
Otho ; and another the interview between has fa- 
ther Frederic Barbarossa and Pope Alexander IIL« 
who is in the act of setting his foot on the £m* 
peror*;S neck, in the porch of St Mark's church* 
Barbarossa, after his signal defeat by the Vene- 
? tians, aided by their Milanese and Sicilian allie% 
^ *4»rtainly came to Venice^ and abjured the schism 
in favour of Octavian, whose pretensions to the 
chair of St Peter he bad previously supported* 
So far, the subject may be a very fit one for a pic« 
tare ; but the whole of the pretended humiliatioa 
(though by many, such as my cicerone, implicitly 
believed) is a notorious forgery, as inconsistent 
with reason as with the singular meekness of Alex- 
ander, who not only treated bis rivals with tke^ 
greatest humanity and forbearance, but even en* 
tertained Calisths, one of the number, at his own 
table. The silence of all contemporary writers, 
and the positive contradiction given to it by judi- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



QUVMIi^H QW ST MABK — NOBILITY. 79 

momi biatoriasi, demoiuitnto the absurdity of the 
laUle ; and a pictore, painted fonr hundred years 
afterwards, amounts to no proof of the fact. Poets 
aad painters are eqaally allowed the liberty of 
fietion and emblematical repr^sentatioiis ; conse^ 
quently their authority ia such matters is seldom 
iCorrecty or at best entitled to much weight. 

The metrt^litan church of San Marco, the old- 
est In Venice, was built in the tenth century, and 
emriched with gold, marble and mosaic, the plun- 
der of th^ East. The body of jSt Mark, brought from 
Alexandria, was also deposited in it. This structure 
Ibirms a striking contrast to the pure and elegant 
Gredan style of architecture. Instead of the an- 
cient graceful simplicity of that school, it is hea^y 
and overloaded with ornament. The five gilded 
domes are too low, and the effect of the interior 
is in a great measure lost, owing to the imperfeet 
lig^t which is admitted into it ; so that notwith- 
standing the richness of its gUding, its splendid 
mosaics and other ciuiosities, the whole edifice is 
in bad taste ; for, in its cofistructipn, the Venetians 
did not limit themselves to copy with fidelity the 
Jbest parts of the church of St Sophia. 
( From the few opportunities a short stay afforded 
•Bse^ I cannot be supposed to know much of the 
Venetians as a people ; but, judging from the little 
whidi I saw of them, as well as from their history, 
I could not h^lp feeling deeply interested in every 
.thing connected with so celebrated a city. The 
.nobility Lb divided into four clasfps ; and it is not a 
little surprising, that, until w,ithKi W very few years, 
lineal descendants of all th^welve tribunes of the 
first class, who elected the first Doge ia the 8th 
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century, were in enstence* Bven the seoend CfaMi^ 
those whose names are found in the goldeii hiook 
of liie aristocracy established in 1889, is, with very 
few exceptions, more ancient than onr oldeM £ng« 
fish nobility ; and yet this is one of the newest 
Btates of Italy. Snch is the comparative antiqni^ 
ty oi difierent conntries, or rather familito. The 
descendants of these patricians still bear an excellent 
eharacter for honour, mildness, and integrity. The 
ladies are handsome, and renowned for their wit 
Und amiability. It is impossible not to admiie 
their tall graced figures, thar dark eyes, mad fine 
full open foreheads upon which dieir ridi Mack 
ringlets repose. Eren amongst the females of the 
lower orders, many are lorely and elegant in tee 
and figure. With protruded eager Hps, and ex* 
pressive mouths, they hare little of the usual hue of 
the Italian climate on their cheeks. Tlieve is mlse 
something extremely pleasing in the sound of the 
Venetian dialect, contrasted with the harsher ao- 
cents of the Milanese. The language of the womei^ 
in particular, is quick, rehement, and expressiTe. 
Venice is considered a corrupt city. If it is ee^ 
its depravity is certainly distinct from that of iioiv 
them capitals, a difierence attributable par^ to dir 
mate. TheVenetiansharemanyofthericesbflaxury 
and civilization ; but from what I could perceive or 
disc6ri^r, I do not think there is so much vice, dis- 
sipation asd licentiousness, as is generally supposed; 
nor are theseNqnalities accompanied by that disgust- 
ing sensua]ity,^Hch indicates a total want of feel- 
ing, decorum, and\ood-breeding. Durii^ the car- 
nival, there are six br'seven theatres open. Bidis, 
masquerades and other amusements, are still frequen- 
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ted ; but from the great change of fortune among 
the highOT and middle clatsea of soeiety, there is 
miM^ somhre gayety, and many heavy hearts amidst 
this outward show of mirth fuid frivolity ; bat still 
the delightful city of Venice possesses many ad* 
vsoxtages for strangers. Living is cheap, and 
the eymate temperate, and even delightfid, ex- 
cept dnrmg the aatnmn, when the air is reckon- 
ed iosahibnoBS^ Amusement and instruction are 
eanly procured. It is moreover adorned with not 
B lew splttidid m<ttiiments of the arts, though im- 
pOTerished by foreign rapacity, and an uncongenial 
g0t«niBaeBt, whidi casts an air of gloom where 
gayety and prosperity reigned before* 

At the eonoarsaaBione, I found the society pleai^^ 
sunt and easy. When introduced to the lady of the 
nuHioii, I was uniformly treated with that polite at* 
tenticm which distingui^es Italians in dieir inter- 
coarse with foreigners ; and I aeki^wledge) that tbi 
gmi«ra] urbanity of manners I have observed to pre- 
vwl tfaroughmit Itidy, has contributed greatly to dis- 
pdthe unfavourable impressions caused by the fre« 
quent misrepresentations made by most travellers in 
regard to them. I now moralize less on the vicious 
pcopendties attributed to Italians than I did be- 
fore ; beesttse I have had opportuniticb of ascertain- 
11^ the gross prejudices on which our ideas of 
tMr immorality are often founded. 

We went one day to the Scuah dette bdle 
ArHy or Academy of the Fine Arts, held in one 
of the buildings formerly occupied by the con- 
£nt«mity Delk Carita. This es^lbhment con- 
sists of several large saloons fillea with pictures, 
forming a valuable natioiial gallery^ which is en- 
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liched by some of the best wodks of tbe eaiineBl 
tnastera of the Venetuui school, ptitienkrly of 
the great Titian, who justly ranks at its head* 
Several of Titian's pictures are here, iBclodiii^ his 
celebrated chef*d*OBaTre, the AssamptioB of theVirw 
gin, restored to brilliancy from a state of deei^ 
This, with sixty others of the same collectioD, ha^ 
returned from their visit to Paris, — ^a proof of theiv 
excellence, — for the French deserved the endkt «f 
being connoissenn in the selections tbey flNidck 
None but gems of art were admitted among their 
plunder. 

The artists of the Venetiaii school seem to hmm 
penetrated into the rety essence of punting, appl|^iag 
themselves ardently to the contemplation of na- 
ture, and seizing all the ftuscinations of celottriagv 
which had been so much disregar^d by their pn^ 
decessors ; and Titian, whose portraits afe alwaya 
marked by dignity of character and elegance of cos- 
tume, and whose productions aro so exq«ist«e lisr 
brilliancy of tints, has justly obtained the title of 
diief colourtst, notwithstanding the well-foimdMl 
daims of Rubens and Vandyke, The ether dis- 
tingttisfaed artists of the Venetian school are Bel- 
Imo, Tiilan's master; the two Pdmas, Vittorb 
Carracci, Ba^bano Tintoretto, Paolo Veronese^ Ge« 
orgmno, and Sebastiano del Piombo, whoee perfar* 
mances are all imbued with the same peenliar ehar- 
acteristics; such as, |>erfect distribution of light and 
shade, truth of colour, correct eye for nata»e» and 
boldness of touch. 

I lingered long among the worics whidi i 
this noble gallery, graced by eneh great 
and afterwards isaw a statue i^ die mase. Pelyhg!>«. 
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niap with some beautiful pieces of sculpture by Ca- 
nova^ and a good many casts of the finest antiques^ 
{Sliced, in other rooms. 

The Scttoli, or Halls of the Fratemities^ six in 
niimh^, were all suppressed about thirty years 
ago, when the French Bepublic superseded the 
Veo«tiaQ« That which now serres as a public 
gallery, and the Scnola di San Rocca, are the only 
ones which have been kept in repair. The latter 
is remarkable for the beauty of its building, and 
the fine collection of piuntings it contains, chiefly 
by Tintoretto, who had all the boldness of pencil 
aod Tariety (k design of Michael Angelo, com- 
tuned with the fine coloiiring of Titian. It is to 
he segmtted, that so many of the pictures of this 
most- expeditious and rapid painter were left in an 
nafiniriied state. iScFend of them hare also suf- 
fsfied from the raniges of time. 

The Piazza di San Marco is one of the most 
endbanting places of public resort that can be ima- 
giaa4« Vn^ex its colonnade, on three sides of 
4» square, are shops of all descriptions, and cof- 
fee-houses frequented by Greeks, Jews, and Chris- 
iiaas. The former are generally smoking in the 
true Oriental sl^le, and die latter enjoying their 
coffee or ices. Finely dressed ladies, escorted 
by cavaliere servenUy are seated under awnings 
at all hours of the eyening, listening to the de« 
ligbtful music of the harp or the guitar, as accom- 
pi^Bigienls to the fine melodious yoices of itinerant 
musiciims, who take their stations before the most 
£M|ii(|9table caf^s. We remarked no splendid equi- 
psges (for carriages are unknown in Venice) ; but 
'Wo^ puEe seen constantly landing from gondola9> 
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or gliding past. Perhaps the gondoUers are Mngtng • 
the verses of Tasso In parts ; or, if the night is diaky 
hiack skifib may be observed moving along on the 
surface of the water in every direction, with their 
solitary lamps, forming altogether a scene so novel ^ 
and striking, and so very unlike our Northern 
manners, that the effect it produces cannot eamly 
be obliterated from the mind. 

The principal theatre, the Tenice, was not open; 
and the second-rate ones, San Marco and San 
Benedetto, are not much resorted to by the dilli* 
tanti. I went occasionally to the opera, and once 
saw Tancredi performed. Its delight music is 
just what I conceive sweet sounds should be ; not 
merely a scientific art, but a pleasing recreatioii 
adapted for the amusement of every human being 
possessed of ears or feelings. Justice, however, 
was not done to the charming opera; for the per* 
formers were all mediocre, except the prinoa 
donna, and she did not sing that delightful arietfea 
of Rossini, " Iht che accuaHy*' with so grest a 
degree of taste, purity and science, as I have often 
heard it in London. 

It is related by the Venetiims of Rossini, thai 
when composing a bravura for the entrance of 
Tancredi, he did not at first succeed in pleasing 
the prima donna who was to sing it. Almost in 
despair, he returned home, with little appetite for 
dinner, his mind so preoccupied. Havmgseated htm* 
self at the piano, and, whUst the rice was cooking, 
(which is invariably the first dish in the north of 
Italy), the idea of the divine aria, ** Di tanti ptd^ 
piti -* suddenly struck him, and by the time the riee 
was served up, he had composed probably the finest 
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i w a y mra be erer prodaotd. Ektxm tfais cncott- 
fltsaee il was ctlted L'ariadi rmd^^ ^ Themrof 
die rioe, '' as it is castomary for the eooli to in- 
tlittate, ^ iB0M»^'9ia meHere i Hzzi^ *' << Il is Cisw to 
««!«f9a vp the rice, *' to prevent its being ov^oae^ 
eqaivaknt to ringing the dtnnei^beil. This opera 
eatabMsbed the reputation of the Gran Maestro, oa 
wbom the eyes and ears of tbd nrastoal world bav« 
aaiong been fixed. 

. Veniee is the native place of Goldoni, who may 
be 4atd to have introduced Comedy amongst the 
IsaKaiis. He€f8t reformed their depraved taeta 
far tbe maschere of the commedia del' arte, where 
the Arlecchino of Bergamo, the Dottore of Bo« 
l«glia, and the Fkatalofie of Venice, are the per* 
eovageavvbo carieatare and barlesqaa tational act* 
io|f, Bpa^g tbe^ubHctaatefor the eajofOEient of tfa« 
geanine diama. Galdoni wrote almost as many 
aaaadard itatiaa plays as Moltere did ef Ffeacb. 
Vrnvrvt saw any. of Aiieri's or Monte « tiagediea 
Fifmaeatted ; bat if I may be allowed -to judge 
imof ^apeiiGmi8aoe4if the Serioas Opera, I shoahit 
aa5s that neither Italian talent nor Italian taste are 
imfa adapted to the characteristics of the Tragic 
aiase* Tbey do» sot study imtare safficieatiy, and 
tiWr dedamatian is forced and monotonoas ; oer 
]« the dcfep and refined sentiment of tragedy salted 
tOillieir natwiU disposition, 
b 4 Music is the oniversal reeoaroe of the Venetiatt 
fefbioiiables, wb«>del^t ia diseossing what they 
onander a atational solject. Their enthusiasm or 
aalBMMity towards- partieidar composers, appear 
aiiceaaiasiBg aadabsavd to our ukaiamoatane ima- 
.^Baaa'iCiie aonaann pee^ bestir tbeai** 
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•eelTM in bo gnve an ttiyr, opposiof; 
in any thing connected with what they term tkm 
** divine art '' of mnaic, -and they display at mmtk 
aeeal and fervour in the eante of a Cinrarosa, a Ba« 
iStiello, or a RosBini, as if they were the heada of p»i 
litical parties or religious sects. Tbb mania is « 
liannless one, and those possessed of it age pii hapii 
•none to be envied ^an ridieoled* Dramatic -aofeN 
jects, too, are now very often chosen from the woffaa 
of our gieat English poets. Hamlet, Othello^ and 
the Lady of the Lake, have all heoi sooeesaMly 
dramatised. Niccolini, a tragic writer of FlotmMB» 
Manaoniy and Giulio Genoiseo of Naples, «• i 
mied among their best livmg dramaliats. 

We got into a gondola one lovely day to 
leisurely the great canal, which tmvenes, is a t 
pmitine line, the wb(^ city. The gottdda ia the 
gfeneial conveyance for all classes, in a pbee- tho 
inhabitants of which may be said to Uva upaa 
the water ; and where there are no fnrria§ea» 
nor indeed any «ne for them, the leaser eials psi* 
netrating to every part of the town, ami the atSMla 
being too narrow except for foo&'pa8aengerB. Ws 
pursued our course ^1 we toadied the 
which covers a great many acres of gromid, i 
situated on an island upwards of five asiles in < 
cumference, surrounded by very high walls. I 
had much gratification in exuuning an estahKalh^ 
ment (though now of little utility), which, in ila 
day, bad equipped those numerous fleets of galleys 
that conquered the en^Daies of Venice, and plited 
the banner of St Mark all over the Meditertanaaib . 
I rather think we owe to the Venetiana the pM0» 
tiea of constructing sh^ off war wider a wait 4t 
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ftmir «iopted mm tte peae* is til the E^ffab 
4*dK4y«rd0y and wkioh pvoteeii tha timbem «• wdt 
from tiie iojvfiew efiecto of the weatber. Tfaa 
iamdiy, amaiiqr, alip^ raaat-bonaMy «id olbcv . 

paita <]^ thia MtabHtbrnant, tliougfa smaU, are- oa % t^^ 
aery eaoellaiit pko, and onljr inferior lo Bimilar ^. 
Japa rt aaeBita in Bntain. At tbe emnmee are ititt 7* 
in a flPea H fiat preterration th* two lioas of marUe^ ^ 
hHNmbi Irofli Aikem by Moreainii and whicsh weca 
arif^nidly placed on tbe Pinsoa by TbemiatocUw. ^ 
We nex* landttd on tbe gvonnd formerly aoBvpied 
byi Ibe Conxnent of San Ambcogio, wbece tbe French 
g»m— lent caused a public walk to be made. Ita 
aitaatioa on tbe south-east point of tbe city^ and 
m4k» nudsi of the lagonarnear maiiy of tbe amaliev 
islaaini ia deii^tfniy eoaunandiog an ezteoaif^ 
mmvh Fine avenues of trees> and pleasant walks^ 
kave been formed with infimte labour to render 
thia ebaraiing apot one of reoreation for tbe.Venar 
liana. They aoeaa, however, to neglect iu Eves 
amftiSundayy tbe great day for public promenadea 
ae^be Contaaent^JL did not observe a dozen of past 
aotts. The people of Venice are so much accua» 
tband to rowing about on the canals and lagunai 
aailaad of. waUcmg in public squares and green field% 
they a^ prder gondolas to carriages ; and it is 
very difiionlt to change the habits of an entire city. 
> Tbe Auatriaaa are even less popular in Venice 
than at Milan, wbeiey ahbongh disliked, tbe Housa 
•f Hapsbacg is not unknown* Ever since tha 
daalb of tbe last of the Sfonas, Lords of Milan* 
«ar tbrae cemtaaes ago, until Napoleon's victor 
aaa tolaliy obaaged every Italian govemmeBt^ tbe 
^ ifynastyr wilb s^une in^tervals juit of long 
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ittiiee»$ bat the Ventwm, for «|iiinHl8 ol taa mm^ 
Iwies, hwA beta rakd by ^mr nalire amtiicwfr^ 
«Bdttr t^ fona of a repmbJie, whtcb altbeiigk asiM 
aeHtly despotic, kffc the people the iepiitati<»» oimm' 
jfOfymg free iastitvtioiM ; aad if the VeaetNtBO emM 
aever bro^ ^e Fieaeh, otsb bofoitt Bm/etmpuittvk^ 
aexed their domiiiimBa to the Idagdosi of kalyyVMUik 
I cm tbey iMkw be soppowd to lint j«liiiied«MU# 
i foieigB aimyy alike 8t loniaafie ^iifek dnio 
\ and aneient £orii o£ gorernmeiit. 
FniBck) thovg^ s good Batimd iod potenuilooftti 
veign-at hoiBey; is an oppKOMifv and hanb^vMaalv 
tOMUNJa hii Itaiian Md>jeot8» againtfe idMBi an^iyii^ 
beml 8]P8tem is ponood. Tbk oppieiainifis.paof 
tionlarly f^ at Vcaieo, whose iatenesU are naaiafioi 
ad ia^ otdor to advaneo those of the aifol and juaro 
tnAy Aostiiatt pozt of Trieste ; ia conisyaae^irf 
wlach, the pc^nlatira ef Veaioe) irhidiy thirtf 
poaiB ago, was 118,000^ is now nsooh uadmt 
100,4KH), one-third ol whom are widiottt saffioieal 
iMaaas of sobsistence; while Fadva, whidb does 
■at OTen depend upon trade, has, wl^hfc tho siMO 
penod, BEHsreased in like preportion, chiciy bf .oaido 
gcatioB from Voiaoe* Meet of tho psJUeea-ioaa 
thus abandoned ; as the old nobility to wboaa they 
belong- are oT^rwhelned by tho expense of tnaBa» 
tainifig them ; by the vneqmd taxation to whiah 
they are sabfocted ; asd by the kMB of those sinoenvs 
held mider the Repablie, firaiB which they dorivod 
a great part of their ineomo. Nor aso the Imoeir 
oideiB better sitnated ; mannfeccacoray tiadoo pgoi 
pla and sailom, being withovt employineDt* Vonioa^ 
Pqb all lather RcpiihlioS) ma k iMBft 
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cMttiMi. Wluk her poitwwfirae asadflpAtof 
eommerce from aU eonotriesy asd while bIm «a» 
foif^tied bjr enlightened nftltve mgiitnteay hte 
■plmdmnr was preseired ; bat now I fear she ia 
rank too low ever to recorer her fonner pimid 
^iiiilio& in ^ rank of nation. 
« After B row tlHevg h the harbenr^ which is Tery 
apacbm and well sheltered fimn winds, I weni 
to see the extensive Porto Franco, established a 
few years ago on die island of St George, nearly 
opponte to die Piazaa di San Marco. There wens 
^ery few ships of any description ia the port, and 
net eae under English eolovrs* They chieAy con* 
sisted of small coasting rsaseb^ whose Toyages 
seMom extend beymid the Adriatic ; and as I had 
some idea of taking a passage to Ancona by watei^ 
I went on board one of them, a bark of ahoat forty 
teas harden. The cabin waasmaU ; nor did I ea^ 
peet Tery ddicate accommodation, as the Toyage 
iafiae weather seMom exceeds a day or two. The 
captain ciemanded two Loais«d'or, a chaige whieh 
i considered moderate, as it included prorisioa ; 
b<rt the wind was then directly blowing a strong 
AWfA-^osler, which prevented his sailing for a few 
dsfs-; and as I had not much reason to expect a 
fevoimkble voyi^e, and my companion was anxioiis 
that I ^onld go with him to Bologna, I relinqiuBh- 
ad the intention of taking a saU on the Adriatic. 

I next Tistted those admirable edifices the Lazsa- 
lettos^ situated on islands a couple of miles from the 
Pevio Franco. One of them is reserved exclusive* 
ly fer persons infected wiUi the plague ; at the other, 
"hips eemiiig feam the Levant perform quarantine. 
I saw three vessels with the yellow flag; bat I na- 
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ma Sm a imadrad rail lo be ia itup por^ at isaa 
liae. Thk eataUiafaaieat was laaiarkaUy. wait 
aandactedy and conndered oaa of the.lMe( i& Bui! 



Many of the islaadsm the Lagaaa aca hi§$ 
andpopaleasi nich as Mmaaa and MalaoiQiicoy 
the former^ which contains 6000 iahahitaatSi 
waauf af whom are enqilayed in the exteasiva 
fkss and orystsl maaafaetary for which Veaioa m 
aa aelabn^d ; the lalter was formaf ly a place af 
sane coDsideration, and the residence of the Dogafc 
na BBost inteiesting ishmd an which I landed was 
that of St Laaarasy iofaahited by a eoniaanity nf 
ArmeaiaB monks, who haveavary haadsansechareii 
and aoBTeat. One of the fothm kindly i^wed 
Bie the objeets noit worthy ctf attaktimi ia )lbe 
BMnastery. Their library coatains a fpnst mmj 
ndoaUe Oriental maaoscripts. A printing ptass 
is aupefintended by, the monks th^iselves; aad 
they have printed mimy copies of the Bible* aadtof 
mme theological works for the Eastera mismpa; 
also Fiendiy Armenian, and English dictionaries and 
gvamrasrs. We were presented with one of the 
works which lately issued from this pies^ and I 
consider it a great cariosity* It is a prayer in 
twenty-four languages and in twelve different cha- 
racters. They hsFe also some good pbilosophicsl 
aad astronomical instruments for the instructiop of 
their young pupils. The monastery and its delighl- 
iul garden, laid out in walks covered with ardied 
arbours, occupy the whole island ; and the indae- 
trious &thers have lately raised some ground on 
an adjoinuig shallow, in ot&ta to axtand their hor- 
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liari H um VliJ^wg. Wliett I took aay letT« ^ 4% 
gMMi monk, I wat asked to inwribe my bmm im 
a nsgisler kept for iho pvvpose,— 4dl ihe rmmafmnm 
expected. 

Many other comrmitSy moaasteriee and cfanrcbe^ 

are> wwthy of aiteiitioii, as well for their aidiitee*^ 

tsire, as for the ^d» paintings and exoelleat libiwiei 

^ley ooaiaiB. The style of the Dominican chnrek 

tif (San Giofanni e Ptola ie micoiaaion in Ital^ 

being Getfaie> wifthpeinted arehee» niehes, a ptoih 

faaion of omamentB, and a fretted roof* TiliflA^ 

pfietme of the AsaaflBiiiatiaa of St Pietro is aeiar 

fe)»kwed in this ehaidi, whenea it had keen s«it to 

ihe Lonrre, and tstiisfemd kina the. panel toeaar 

vass, under the inspection of a oommittee of the 

Institnte, composed of five eratnent pahneii^ and 

ehemistB, who i^»pear to haire perfcmned their 

deHeate operatioa with complete 8«ecefeto« The 

^dmrch of the Fraria is another Gothic edifiee ; 

Imt it is move remarkable as the baiial-plaee of 

Ikifta than for its arv^toctare. The spot where 

4ie was interred is marked by the following i^aa% 

hat appropriate, mscriptiofn on the pav^dment :«-* 

" Qui giace fl gran Tiziano di VfecelH, 
Emulator d! 2Seiici e de^ ApeUi. " * 

As this great artist died at a time when the plague 
raged at Venice, no monument had been erected to 
his memory. But a few years ago, the Venetian^, 
as if ashamed of so long neglecting the tomb <ff 

• Here lies the great Titian Vicelli, 
Rival of Zeuxis and of Apelles. 
The two latter names a*e pluitl m tke onglaal, Ibrthe 
.•akte^tbei^yfofte 
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Ihmr kest pmter, applied to Canovs, who i 
tiiati««ofiii0irl»mtori«8, tofonmfaadengit. G«i« 
mof9L Imrmed a Tery elegant one, a large white lav 
Ue pyramid, with four fignres at the base wliiehre* 
preMBte the emrance to the tomb. One of them it 
the genius of Painting, and another the g ea iw *e< 
Death, with an inverted and eKtbgnisbed' totch^ 
lamenting the most transcendent omanent of tlv 
Ihe ant. Bnt before it was inisfaed the gnU 
Canova himself died, and the memment wm evee^ 
ed m the same dhiiroh to his own memoiy, onhf 
dianging the geniue of painting into thut of the 
vister art of scttlptme. Titian's modest sepsMnw 
is etill uuadsi'ued ; bat a similar meauaMmt is oi>> 
dored for him, to be placed opposite to tha* of hie 
difltii^gvished compatriot Caaova. 

My hasty sketdiet of this r^norkaUe eity mast 
Becessarily be imperfect ; for of its himdred pakr 
ces and chnrehes, I had only time to visit a fcm 
of the most striking. To the greater portioB <f 
these I haire already directed the atteatioa of 1^ 
'leader, and I shall merely enmnerate a few of tkm 
others. The tonTont of San Francisco drilft Vii^ 
na is a handsome edifice, bnilt of Istrian iparble ; 
its front beantifnliy adorned with composite eo»> 
lamas of the same material. The ehardi of die 
Scalzi, or bare-footed Carmelites, is ornamented 
with bright red French marble, and spirally twisted 
colamns at the high altar. San Giorgio Maggiore 
contains a number of good pictures by Bassano and 
Tintoretto, as well as the celebrated marriage of 
Cana, by Paulo Veronese. This splendid church ia 
eoribldered one of the finest of Palladio's wotkB m 
Venice; the Redemptore is another. Piilladiawaa 
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m tbtti £W»t«caiMH bnikiaftflf hwowii jiftgaBiriy 
eka*t»MLd^«iB§vil stylo* TiMr. Sailil* chiwdi^iU 
weti^fPMtli^.of iMttentiiaoj aadt mow *^ tli# viM 
■laieafe €iiliio»«.cMitaiii nnay ^mridiift njonnwuijii^ 
t^miected with tbe> bistovjr of the ramarUble rfHt 
■nliev md sf the alau. S«nm liae ]iieee$« •! «odp* 
tH3» ttdarn>^^ tombi of tha Do^s Venier flMi Nil 
cok» d» Ponto ; «*d jomay pritaifto pdacea mbi audi 
w ywiitiBgir byrthe. oarlier .UMfttK,. ■iiok<a».4lHI 
liro BelHnos and iImct oontomponfiM. V«Mi 
HcOTMie pWMHses mmi« of- €AAQ«a'«; acbniMblo 
wsiliBv^^fludi'OSy tfae B»ds]u8-«Dd ksrw* BiydUi 
8r» k beiaf liU ^oi.'wiMro Jhb incipift gwvl 
mte^fiislJiflnrelopodi. Thfr ciokter of mut of til* 
eoDviMite formod bi» warkabop fw Mveol'^oinb" - 
BMito<iiiKt'mo»t ki]ioi«aal biaMckof Vett«lBaa 
flooMEiM'ee, gkss^ orjrslsl) ands miFroM^ tbo MMwf 
teinreof valre^ alk^ donwskt aad tetoBcopM^'S^ 
lard e m p Ao y m ealf to Banerom wotknioni Jowok 
hsy, eapeebyy the ^ibncatioii of ocmouB goM 
Mmliiw, iho kuNBr by Isonlm ohieflyv fora&ak»s 
«oa«adttable.bniiiefa of kidostry.. The fine mm^ 
thott||faiiot'«o flOttvnUi^' as fornedy, are 'Stall 
cvktvated. Seoiptiire^ copper^pfaite eograriaf, aad 
typognpbyv aro' rather «» the dediae) altboi^.tba 
l»ttar«braMh.waB highly in^stttt whea YeDioa 
ww>tba book-4iiarfe for Graece and Aaairia. • Bm 
^- prtss kibours under so many restiustiaBs ia 
^Tory part of the Imporiai domiDtons^ evaa the 
aaeefaameal arte^ eonaeeted • w«th Uaerakoxe^ «aaM( 
Bmet:intb much eacaaragement. Still there is no 
«ty of Italy where pardiases can so certainly and 
advaatagdcmsly be made^eeptcMyof those magni- 
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of dmmml «id 

the 16ck and 17Ui caatmis, 
w ttill fiuned for ite UqaMm aad iImh 
liaky (s piepatvlioii of opiam) ; and tlie sMat 01* 
fuaila coAa I arer tatted waa imder the aplen* 
did aiMda <tf the Piana di St Maroo. If mH 
<* Mecha'a bany ffoni Arabia pare/' it k aneh m 
aa. ether pkoe affotda. Whether this psaoeedhi 
tnm aay pecuhanty in the Boethed of infnauNii at 
a^enonty of qaaiityv I kaew not^ bat ita eaieafc- 
lance is QaiTerwllyveoogiiiaed. 

On the ddofOekher, I took a toewell nenr of 
lU» fo'faned city from St Mark'a Tower, the aaaio 
ftom whence Galileo often made hia artrenomical 
obaervmtionBy and for which he waa imprisoned by^the 
Inf«eition« Thia square edifice, 360 feet in he^t» 
ia ao cottstmeted, that one might ride to the top on 
honehackf there being no steps, the aacoit winding 
gmdnally by an inclined plane of bridcwork. The 
oroqiect from the top is snperii, and embraeea all 
Venioe, aa well as thie mvrasziy or sea-wall, which 
praventa the encroachment of the Adriatic Theao 
OMSsire stone bulwarks are constructed on a Ikm 
of sandy islands, so as to render the defence against 
the action of the sea perfectly secure. ** AMttu 
Romano tire Feneft)," * was Napoleons inscription 
on them. On the north, the view is bounded by 
the Julian Alps, extending from the coast of Istrin 
to the Lake of Garda. At their foot are lower 
hills, and a plain sloping towards the sea, studded 
with numberless towns and Tillages. The Rialto 
•ad ita beautiful bridge, recallml forcibly to asy 

• «< With BooASQ during by Veneiisa wesUb. *' 
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BibBd ffliyladc, Pur^, md oiker Tividlf-tetWB 
diaraeten, so famifiar to all wlio are acqnaial* 
ed with Sbakspeare's works,— •and who la not? 
Othello's name is identified with the Doge's pa* 
lace and its gloomy grandeur. One eoidd abnost 
fimcy Pierre and Jaffi«r in the Piazaa di Sea 
Marco, the original scenery of those intersstnig 
dnonas In which '< the City of the Waters " is oa* 
Mrated by the magic ut of Otway snd^oar ink* 
nomd baid, at a period when ^is ftmom ofi^i 
garchy was mistress of the sea. 
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: . CHAPTER IV. 

.<. , JO0RVEY TO FLOEBNCE* 

At midnight, I took my station in the po«t-boat 
from Venice, and soon after my travelling eo«fr- 
panion joined me. A calm serene ni^t of perfect 
darkness made the effect of the lights from the 
windows and lamps, as we glided swiftly throngh 
the great canal, appear the more brilliant. We 
were not long in passing under the fine marUe 
aich of the Rialto ; bat its double row of shops 
was at that late hour deserted. No noise was 
heard, except the splashing of oan in the wap 
te^f or the occasional cry of the gondoliers, to 
prevent accidents as they passed rapidly along. A 
few hours elapsed ere we got quite out of the cah 
nal, and across the laguna ; but fortunately we mat 
with no delay at the customhouse, which is aita»- 
ted on a small island, not fw from the mainland. 
The conduttore required merely to report o«r 
names, and we were allowed to pass, it being part 
of the duty of those employed at the post-offioes 
in the Austrian States, to see that all passports 
are regular ^hen places are taken in the puUic 
conveyances. At Mestre, the case was different, 
and we were detained a very considerable time; but 
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«R ilie Ciiiewm open, I awled nifself of tfaettfypMk- 
tuiity to breakfiuBt at tbe early boor of three in the 

Nambers of thritiiig villages and sf^endid TUks^ 
in a handsome style of irehitectnre, line tbe banks 
vf the mer. The first rays of tbe snn were jnst 
begintiing to fall <m the ancient and venerable city 
of Padua, as we reached it ; but the grass now 
grows on its desolate streets ; many of its houses 
are crambliBg into dnst ; the marble palaces of tbe 
Camras and its other princes are shut up ; and 
iaamiiig has fled from the birth-place of Livy. Its 
fcwaken university is now reduced to one solit«y 
oeUege. Professors and doctors are still there; 
«id the old clock (which has replaced the iamoos 
iweiMion of the celebrated astronomer Dondi) still 
teminds'the few straggling students when to repair 
00 4hair studies ; but recollecting the fame of ^< Bi- 
^Mrla doiss/' * and its ancient splendour, we ask, 
«4eite are its m«iy ^ousand scholars ? They have 
itendoned this once favoured seat of the Muses ; 
l^mf ottldvate no longer the treasures of leaming 
end aeiOBce in the school of Malphigi, of PetrariA, 
•f TsHso, of Galileo, and of Columbus, which Is 
IMNT: silent, deserted, and gloomy. 
(:>:iUaa still contains sevend remains of its aneieitt 
anagnifioence. Of these, one of Che most interest* 
Vig is the Great Hall, <' 11 Salone, " standing 
an the eentreof the piazza or principal square, uid 
tfmnerly ihe scene of election, investiture, and ad- 
aniaistnixiott of the magistrates of the republic, hav* 
dug -been erected between 117^ and 1S06. A 



H 
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corridor of Verona matble nam roami Aa 
building, and forms the groimd-slCNy, now oeen|iied 
with shops, but which originally contataed iha 
offices of government. Above, with doors open* 
ing into the corridor, is the hall itself, 320 feet 
Imig by 136 broad, and the same m height^ h&ag 
one of the largest apartments in the worid whose 
roof is not supported by colomns. The roof itself 
is of most ingenious con8tniction,*^not c<mtakiiag 
a single piece of timber above tw^ve feet ioB|^ 
the whole being held together on the priMGiple of 
the arch. Round the walls, painted in Ireseo hf 
Giotto, though siaee retoudied, are ranged vaaoaa 
ancient marbles found in the vicinity, wJulo oa 
each side of the great entrance is placed an £gy^ 
tian statue, sent from the East by the enterpdaiag 
Belaoni, who was also a native of Plsdaa. Thepe 
IS a singular tradition still current r^^ardiog tUui 
hall, that whoi the roof was fitted to its eitaatMi 
almost covered in, but not quite secured totlM 
walls, a violent whiriwind suddenly arising UtM 
it fairly from its position, and, withoat fraetariaig 
the snudlest spar, deposited it in the sqaaia har 
aeath, and that, too, while the architect himsetf Waa 
mtting on the very side I The churdMs of Pada% 
though, geneially speaking, of gloomy ar6biteotai% 
contain many very precious monuments of the 
fine arts, both as respects the dncidation of their 
oarly history— several having been painted by tha 
disciples of the earliest school of Florence — and as 
regards the intrinsic merits of individual works, as 
the sculptures on the shrine of St Antony, tha 
St John of Guide, in the church of St Eremitau^ 
as also the monoment of the Prince of Orange if 
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1lM«enoteph of I%Mnsh * by Bmda 
is iB te r et t iag, as being erected in the Duomo or 
dihedral of which the poet was a canon. The 
fbmer renown of Padna, too, contrasts in painful 
interest with its present faHen condition. Obq of 
Ike most ancient cities of Europe — having been 
Mitt aeeofding to Virgi), by Antinor, soon after 
the Trojan war — her citizens snccessirely con« 
tribnted, and not withoat effect, against the en* 
oroechnentsof Lacedemon and of Rome ; to which 
latter they finally became most useful allies, send* 
kg to her armies 20,000 men, and numbering a- 
■Mng thetv members 500 Roman knights. When 
lie nigfat of barbarism had passed away, Padim 
1MM again ansong the firat to cherish the letum of 
liberty ; hot Venice would suffer no rival near her 
ihfone — and now both are prorinces of Austria. 

After Spending a few hours in the melaneholy 
rity of Faidua, it was quite refreshing to turn from 
kn desdate streets, and again view the rich pas- 
torse stretching into misty distance, with the gay 
vHlager scattered on each side. Proceeding on* 
wards by the canal, we saw the gloomy castles of 
Obvan and Cotajo, and soon after passed near to 
Ibe EogSEnean Hills, towards Arqu^ where Pe- 
Hardl died* In allusion to this place, Boccacib 

' • An eminent professor of the university, Signore Mar-* 
iSQcl, ba» formed a numerous collection of Petrarch's va« 
luable manuscripts, and a copy of every edition of his worka 
that has been published, as well as many interesting books 
relative to the celebrated poet. These, I am told, he is 
BOW anxious to dispose of; and this would, therefore, be « 
ftsoimble opportuoi^ for Moae of our faiblkmiaiiiata to 
fprifih their liUrprieSt 
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9pQk^ in the following enthnaiastiie t^rmai ^^ 
eavy Arqna the happiness it enjoys, of nMenrioff 
iiitol its bosom the remains of a man whose heait- 
was the residence of the Moses, the sanetaary of 
philosophy, of eloquente, and the fine arts. This 
village, hard]y*known €v«n at Padua, will beeone^ 
famous throughout the world ; it will be respeeled* 
as we respect PausilippO, because it contains the 
ashes of Virgil ; the banks of the Euxine for the 
lomb of OWd ; and Smyrna, becanae there Homer 
was buried. " 

' At length we came to the banks of the rapid. 
Po, which separates the Imperial dominions from, 
tlie States of the Church* We were toon BWung^ 
teross in a ferry-boat, attached by ropes to-foac 
or five smaller vessels, the uppermost being moeied 
in the middle of the river, up the stream, whm, 
the current, acting on the ferry-boat placed dia- 
gonally by means of the helm, impelled her rapids 
ly to the other side. Such is the efficiency of thin 
mode, that carriages are driven on board, and, wHIk 
out moving from their seats, or having their horsifift 
unharnessed, travellers are conveyed across, and^ 
driving out at the other end of the boat, pursue 
their journey. An escort of Papal dragoons weMi 
m. waiting to accompany the coach wluch wiis le» 
conduct us to ^errara, — not so much for the pur- 
pose of protecting us against robbers, as with* a 
view to prevent any contraband articles being bt^ 
troduced into the sacred territories. 

Upon many insignificant rivulets the name o£ 
the Rubicon has been bestowed, and travellem 
are still undecided as to th^r claims, althoi^ ^ 
Pisciatello, which we now passed, is generally att^- 
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ftmi to W dni rifer io oeMntad In the aanab 
of Robmh warfare. It k only astoniahuig that 
n pnltry fenn^c, now mlmoet unknown, should ever 
bare formed so important n boundary as that be- 
tween Room and QauL This, howoTer, nay be 
expkuned on the sapposition, that, by the weli- 
ionownaceamulation of i^nal soil, a stream onee 
of some magnitude, may ha^e been separated into 
various insignificant divisions* 

Who has not beard of the fur and pining city 
of Ferrara, and its proud Dukes, who played so 
distinguished a part during the middle ages ? Its 
appearance is noble and mnjestic, though gloomy 
and desolate. Its old fortifications, straight and 
wide streets, and the Gothic strueture of its builds 
lags, still exist. But, alas I the heary ducal pa* 
boa, the fortress of the House of Este, with its 
tnrretted battlements, ditches and drawbridges, 
taking " their form and pressure" from feudal 
cnatomsy are now idling fast to decay. This city 
was the theatre of many splendid festivals, as well 
as horrible crimes, when die court of the ancient 
royal line of Este was held within its walls. 
. A Cardinal, who acts as Govemmr of the Legation 
of Ferrara^ now inhabits one wing of the palace or 
fortress ; but baring nothing to do with his Emi« 
aence, we avoided that part which is distinguish* 
ed by the triple tiara and keys of St Peter over 
the gateway, emblazoned by ^* barbaric earring, 
painting and gilding, '* confining our visit to the 
long damp corridors, which so forcibly recalled to 
murimaginations the images of Ariosto, Tasso, and 
lieonora. . Nor did we omit to riew the dun- 
geon nnder what was formeriy the lunatic hospi* 
h2 
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tiA(9i8% Avk^ithmA^kkhmimM Dnh* JkOtmm 
ordered his quoDdftm friend to be impmoiied iim 
mv9a years* alleging, I fen with too nmch tmdi^ 
thftt tbe intellecta «l ihe iugUy gifted p^et wem 
doraoged. Could there be a stronger proof «i 
ittcifMent madneea, than to kies a prkicefia m tfaa 
piiesenee of the whole eanrt ? The Dake k m 
ported to hare said very eooUy» ** What ft pit^" 
that 80 great a man should have lost his senses ! 7 
Tasso's iflif md^at pas«on also cansed him to be 
gpulty of many ootrageous aete of violence, afford^ 
lag too good an excuse for the harsh oondnet of 
this despicable tyrant, who availed himself of tkm 
^eious charge of insanity, to refuse the reqneat 
«^ most of the sovereigns of Italy^ who deigaodk 
to use their influence to procure his lihemtie** 
We stooped low to rater the miMrable cel^ 
aearc^y nine feet square, the scenoof the itt^fisled 
Tasso's protracted sufferings. The entrance is by 
^narrow doi»; in ^e end, dose to whkh is the 
only window, grated, and looking out upon « 
gloomy court surrounded by a, low corridor, .i 
deciphered^ amongst many names with* which itu 
walls were coveted, those of ^ Byron " and 
^ Casimir dela Vigne," who had left these rscorda 
of their homage to the genius and misisftunco 4rf g 
kindred spirit* 

The other curiosities of Ferrara, are chiefly of m 
literary nature* The Litouy is a plain but haad» 
aone building, containing some viduable nmam 
aeri^ts, and many rare editions of the elasaks* 
Among the former ase Tasso's antognph letMi% 
and two copies of the Genuakmme^ also in his 
own hand ; two niaansciipts ol Ariosto'a «< Qriaadok*' 
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tariit iMtoiigM; the pewter bketand andliie 
eiASen dMor o# tbaBmmt romantie of poets ; as else 
ftriaedid vAtkh. had been deposited with his bedy^ 
and Ibimd when his toHib, im ereetton net veiy le^ 
tterkahle^ was opened by the French General 
MIollis. This medal, as weH as the original por- 
trait hy Dosso Dosei, show Ariosto^ Uke Tasso, to 
hftve been ** of noble piesenee. " In e se^jnestered 
pert ei the city, still stands ^e house of Ariosto» 
eneidest bnildingv to which his own simple and 
independent inseription appean to have been very 
Mppropii me, *' Though not snmptuons, it is enoogb 
fcr Bie > a n d pvrehased with my own money. ^ 
Hete ike fitToarite room of the owner, and that in 
witfch he died, remaies exactly as it then stood^ 
h«t its two eheerfal windows, instead of command^ 
ing the gaidens of the *< pencefal cloystre " and 
Ihe fliilant landscape, are obeenred by the ricmiiy 
•f % German barrack. 

We retomed to our albergo, which was quite 
ia ke ep ing with etery thing connected with Fei>^ 
Mrm ^ I Tre l^ori, "• designated in the guides 
took as the first h^l in the town, had induced 
•a to take up our quarters there, a meaiure of whi^:^ 
^9B alterwurds repented. Entering through an 
krime n s e eid»(ashioned feudal^lookiog hall, hung 
round with tibe arms and escutcheons of Afferent 
royal personages who had vimted ** The Three 
Mocffs " amongst whidb I distinguished those of 
the late Queen Caroline, we were ushered into 
« kvge and lofty, but gloomy eating^apartment, 
wUA o p s ned into a bedroom of huge dimei^ 

.i • Tba Tteee Moon. 
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MDS. Evir)r thof^ kere «e«ntd 1o be mjk. 
great scale. After deapalchiiig aa iadifiSerei^ 
dinner, and imbibing a quantity of bad wine» we 
strolled oat at rather a late hoiir» and found tbci 
air heavy and unwhoIesoBMy arising kom the 
manhy nature of the soil for many miles around. 
Besolnng to counteract the damp chilly «Ssct« 
of the atmospbere, by resorting to the first co&e* 
house we discovered^ we searched sofue time in 
▼ain for such a convenience, and could scarcely 
find a solitary one in this celebrated city* 

On retiring to my dreary half^urniilied sleepr 
big apartment) although there were four beds apd 
as many doors and windows in it, I bad it all to 
myself, there being few guests at the inn. Fatigne 
and ennui induced me to go immediately to bed* 
where I soon iell asleep, dreaming of dungeqosy 
chains, Tasso, and the fair Lemiora. I was so^ 
awakened, however, by a horrible scream ; and 
while endeavouriiig to recempose inyself, I heard 
flpme most remarkable sounds, accQiiq[ianied \$ 
alow, heavy, gigantic footstepsi proceedkig fremi 
the adjoining room. I started from my pil)oi5» 
and the longer I listened, the more alaroMi^ 
became the noise. Such steps seemed t9 uir 
dicate the presence of a saperaatural beii^ 
The crszy doors of my glopmy apartmeot shaol^ 
till the yerf floor trembled ; but fortunately X 
had taken the precaution of bolting them ber 
£sre retiring to rest. The noise incmsed in :,«# 
alight degree, accompanied by frightful groeme; 
and although I endeavQuied to banish, eppvf^ 
hension, it was in vain I attempted to sleep. 
Having secured my pone and watch by oooc 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



WJtMltABit- KM 

&e wmnntmy Ahtmgti^iBtii 
toto <rf •My meaas' of iMManoB, I reftolve^ «€« 
to sarreiider y^linitarii^f. A nniititadto of sum* 
lar adventaret crowdfld vpon my mind; all tko 
dv«adfttlf fitorim I bad ever htard of asaMBun^ 
Itrilianr baadihi, the imi at Terradiia, aod (what 
aaemod the cavae of my aioat immediate danger^ 
the ent-throat fook of our boat himtelf ; in Aarfl^ 
all limt wm faoniUe raahed apon my thoaghta dia» 
mg tlMft dreadftil night. The iwiae atill eosUnu^ 
edy and bow heariiig indiatinclly, and incohaveiitly 
these worda in Fiencb, *' Onrraz, onTrev ; oavent 
ana taer; volenia I -^ienm I" * I became almoet ai 
mach exhansted as the fancied victim of their 
fiiat attack. Soon alter, I heard a low- groaat 
and the neiae ceased at last; to my great joy^ 
I USk into a aovnd sleep, and did not mkea 
till moraing. Such an occarrenca might appear 
or rather a ridicaloas light in a comfortable Engfc 
Inh inn, whera a poll at the hell woidd snumoa 
the whole household in a few minntea. Bat it 
ittdy, auch a Inznry is nnknown in the unfreqaent^ 
ed'partB of the country ; nay, eren in large cittet^ 
lietti, good attendance, and ciiril waiters^ are by na 
nieaaa common. Besides, at soch a place as I 
hare described, there waa a jast presumption that 
the people of the honse might be in league with 
robbers or assassins. However, in this in^tance^ 
I had formed an erroneous opinion of the ** Tr6 
Mori, " which I found out next morning when 
aroused at an early hour by my friend. On m} 
opdttmg the door to admit Inm, he owned that 

' • Open! open! They wish to kill me ! Robbenl 
«blibern 
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IM BOUWViU 

k iMd bain Ae cripite ind 
Tionr, in the fint iiulaiice, to a iiigfatftil intm t 
•ad on awakeniog and hearing a dvMidfiil aaia» 
occasioned by the windows SMiriBg hither and 
thither on their ciaflBy hinges by the wind, which 
blew a hnmcane in the nigh^ he imagined thait 
robbers w«re attacking us ; and being natonily of 
a highly exciled temperament, he was impelled ^ 
conduct himself in that extraordinary manner* I 
could not refrain from laughing, at the idea q§m 
Bussian gnardsmm being such a prey l» feai^ A 
though the joke was equally against mysell^ and 
be good-hnmonredly joined in my nurtk* Wa 
ordered breakfiut, however, and a carriage imk 
mediately, and were not a little delighted, in «•»• 
other hour, to find ourselyes fsirly out of Fennea. 

The distance to Bologna is only aboi^ liurty 
tniles, through a fiat, swampy, but rather well csl^ 
tintted country, enclosed by hedges, and inletf» 
apersed with houses inhabited by suhstanttal hf^ 
wers and a hardy peasantry. The aspect of ikm 
Curms and hamlets improves the nearer we ap^ 
proach Bologna. This is a large and wealthy 
town, remarbible for the arcbitectwe of its pnUia 
buildings, and noblemen's pakees, as well aa Ar 
the low open arcades with which the principal 
atreets are lined on both sides, and which give the 
place a heavy and monastie appearance, though in 
warm or wet weather the dull efiect is more than 
compensated by the shade and shelter afibrded to 
pedestrians. 

We were agaii^ unfortunate in our choice of «n 
inn. Having passed so unpleasant n night at 
Ferrara, my companion was resolved to go to thp 
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JUMfl^BBife ad BioiogBft, b <krdet^ at be Bttd» t» 
SMkeM^tfof good ftccommodatfions. Indeed its 
i yiw i wao co wis nmeb in its fayour, being a liffge 
«iid baadsome pi^aaao, once tbe residoice of a now 
B e d accd nebleman. But I angnred badly of it, from 
the cinmnstanee of meeting on tbe stairs a Ve* 
aetia& femilyy wbo re-entered their earriage, and 
^isderod the postiliion to drive to the Leone di 
JBan Manso, (an exceil«it inn, as I have since 
)einied)» Finding that there was abandance of 
Mom» I ariwd the waiter, why die people had left 
bis hotel ? He answered very cooly, '^ Non giamo 
9omoeMa$ dUprezzo; " * which we considered sa- 
tlelaclory, as ilis by no means uncommon to agree 
ahmit chaiges before taking possession, tbe sys* 
teas baring been introduced on the Continent by 
the English in their own defence^ owing to fre* 
qaeiit. unposilien* The dinners at the Alberge 
Bole wese far from being good, even ahhoogh we 
hmi the vd^tton of the <* mortadeili, " as well 
haawn Bol^Kn* sausages. Tbe wine was the 
went I ever drank; it had the sweet, rough, and 
diaagwwmble taste .peculiar to tbe produce of the 
lioflh of Italy, which spoils all &vour. Moreover, 
I ftrand, by my bill afterwards, that I paid exactly 
dovble wIm^ it bad' cost me for living at the £^ 
ciido4li Fnmeia, in Venice, an excellent hotel near 
iheRialto. 

Shortly alter my arrival, I went to see the two 
Tewecs, ^ Amnelli and Garisrada, which are in 
the middle of the dty. The former is a very high 
apare bridc-bnilduig, with about as much arcfai- 
teedml beauty as the chimneys attached to steam* 

• <« W« have not a^preed about ttrms.*' 
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MHPflwiti fioglMid, Mmmi^^ fftamii 
vmt qoite so loftf as thn ciiiee« The oA«ii% 
Am heuoD^ Tower, oMmtMiwdl^ Duice^ cMpitli^ 
^^^ but revMrkable ffom tfcM elreuiMlaaijft oflK 
derargiDg ftboQt eight feet from-^ perpemllOB^ 
^liich wntt evideaily haire fesiilced front ««Mte ii»> 
iiet in the fouadatimi. To liie same esiiae umf 
ke attribftted <it8 imfi&iriied etate* It is Mwre^ 
■Mfa lima half the height ef the AmelH ; nor mm 
ft boest of greater iri^anee of avchkectitre, toiflg 
iwiit with coarse brides, and eqaaDy defoid «r«Mi 



-^ Bologna possesses a very .^ok oOlleeclon #f 
fMWSkings by the most eminent masters, i»-A^ 
^Seaola delle b^ie Arti, a pi^tio gattery whidif I 
wonid cross the Alps on purpose to Ttew, and dMi^ 
eider mjmiii well rewarded fm^ diy irealile. ^ffk 
ihe oorridon and liie fimt saloon, thoie iffoMMqr 
fMOBtingB hy the old flnsters, who Imd at th^(p#- 
ciod of the reviral of the flits in Italy, ebiiiy 
fainted on a gikied groand, m the manner -idlMii 
^sactMd in Greece. Tho two prinofpiil- f^iAM 
(oontain a most- splmidM assembtege of nmnof 
liieeeaby the three Carraeci, who flo«iMlMi'<^ 
tfaeiatter part i^ the sixteeMh^oeatnry, aMiiaiso 
hy their .distmgaisfaed pupils Gnido Rtoi, Albttn^ 
i>onieaiiih]&o, Gnercino, and Midiael Angela 6mL 
avaggio, who brought the Bolognese schoel hito e i A 
4ighittpatew This school is caHed the Efel^otle, from 
alB psinciples, or firequently the 8cttola Cttnaocesca, 
Irom itsfouaden, who attempted, although i«itiy, 
^as.the ewrentshowedX to- harmoaa^eaad comW i ife 
4he iWrions heantaes of the dyiSsieat «t^^ tUk 
hold and fine theoiy proved impracticablei from 
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adUipited tbal prntifidhr padi 
I^BMcbiikgeDimifli^lkdhi^ TotaKf ite»» 
pwiiag ili» pmcipte whkb tfa» CaiMcci kaid <n^ 
4iimNH%d W iaculote, they p f dn cw l , nolwiilw 
mmtm§^ MNMie adailnbfe «orlw» «id wkicii iMlvt 

fMtMwiiii Ae MtwMCfe #1 iIm LMMcnte* k eMi» 
iMMd n thb eolketiMi, as w«tt as his ptdnra 
«l the. PatMR fiiintB of B«logM» fmed for ki 
ipltcM o s lwa iag* The design of Dwnwiichi— fs 
MartyidoB of St Agaes is grand sad bold, bat 
|h» salijsot is vBry rsv^tiiig. The Myitsriss 
«f tk timuff by the seme hand^ sad Baphad^ 
fit Casiliai are looked apoa as twoof tdbe beai ia 
thogaUery ; which also boasts of seaie choice piei' 
lane hf. Tkiaa, Bsalo Veioaes% md wveial ex* 
csUeatSKorhs ol dber weU kaoiaii mstteri cC the 
iVaaatiatt ssheeU Er^y goad ci^lectieB of paiai» 
iag ^hmI 8«aiptive» wbea &» pmhUc caa b«?e oo» 

ika^aiaUie chaiaoteristies.of aatuve cofreetlf 
ilpaasaatadt aad to haages of bean^ and parfeet 
iiiaaa» tha piaeence ef wUch will aitimately he 
pnNtesl&ve of -advaMig^ net ooly to tha loari 
minU, hiMI to tha coaaHy itsdf* hy thaiadassa iQ B fc 
kddant ^ kaeigaen hr tha parposesof atady and 



. Tfaa cbarghcsf palaeas» oraseaais^ iaatittite% & 
b«iria% wd dhasattifMtiTaoiyectB whiah Bokgaa 
jwatahny ipwnld occupy areeka to eaaaMne in d*- 
iiki and dariog the fsar days wbiph I speat^heae^ 
Ikad neitbar 4aia topeep wto fercay ekpch, aar 
lit new half ^ tbi piiT«la coneetioas of pictaia^ 
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tbd oAer Traim of art, IbrwUdi hihm m^kmlf 
h^ea eelebrated, and in tkm respect looked mfm 
as one of the richest cHtes in Itaty. Its %a^mnkfi 
wliich was in great repute in eGk>laslio tittei^'aa 
tile fnaier muHorttm of tb& Pope's tenisaihMv'alift 
attMsts, and has prodaced many dieliBgimishiad eta 
raeters in literature, medicine, pfa^osapiif, aiu|:a»» 
tber sciences, amongst whom figare seyen^ laditt^ 
CKMllde Tambroni, not maay yearaago hafinf €Bdt 
the chair of Greek Literature ! Bat some of li» ay*» 
leme then taught have since bean diaco<r«red to be 
useless and nugatory, and ave therefore eaploded 
from the curriculum of more enlightened cali>ga% 
where the Baconian pbileeophy h» been iBtt«» 
duoed, and the fallacies of the Stagyrile dUowed la 
Ml into desuetude* 

' Bologiia waacbiefly indebted for its former ham 
to medicine. Law and dirinity now nearly aii* 
gross the attetation of its ablest profesaois, whik 
natural science and phystcs are in a gnat BMaaara 
Beglectedi A chair ia still alloted to eaeh kmAff 
notwithstanding the reductions that faara tahai 
fiace in the number of its colleges. I was mmh 
pleased widi the church of St Petrenio, i^smfjk 
Irailt in rather a discordant style of arabilaetank 
it was commenced in the fourteenth eentaryy and 
ia yet unfinished ; for the front is vsugb) «nl m^ 
quires an ornamented coat. Its interior ia gnad 
and striking, and contains some fine paintiiigs ; and 
on the pavement within, is llie meridian VeoBy tt0 
leet in length, equindent to ^kV? ^^ ^ da giw^ 
oiiginally traced in 1575, but whicb^ on the Cfanudi 
i>eii^ enlaiged in 1653, the Soiate allowed lh% 
great astronomer Caseini, to correet and aoUlab 
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In lAm P|i» 4clCI%Mite» irontiag this ehurdj^ 
ikam i» m broiwe eolowal ststne .of Naptim^ by 
CiofwaBLdi Bdk»§fDa, admired for ito aaatoiBiciil 
Mid Hdioi^l detailAi But neither the principal 
igw%' nor ila aeoeeorieR — Nereids pressing their 
h w pas ts sh o dd be viewed except by amaiewrsi 
isr, m the generatity of persons possessed of r&* 
fined feelii^, sneh a group thus exhibited in • 
fflblie flfwre would be i^ to excite a degree of 
pegnst. 

Hieie is a rmnarkable picture of the Virgin» 
$imd to have been painted by St Luke, in the 
dmrab of the Madonna de St Luca, on the Monte 
^eUa Goaidia, about three miles from Bologna« 
A pleaHuit walk^ under a covered gallery or per* 
tieo of 650 arches, leads from the city gate all 
the way up to the church. On my return from 
tfaeoee, aeekig a very handsome house on an emi* 
aenee, I made bold to walk into the grounds, (aa 
iniiiflleble olfence in England) ; but, instead of be* 
ing considered as a trespasser, I met with the ut* 
as est stienticm and civility from the worthy pro* 
pn^or Kid his fsmily. Seeing me staring about» 
a, young man advanced, and having kindly offered 
itm use of a telescope, pointed out the beauties 
e£ the sorrouncUng country, which is fertile and 
Ugbly cultirated, and watered by the numerous 
liven that empty themselves into the Po. The 
blue haay line of the Apennines impedes the pro* 
epect on one side, but, on the other, it is beauti* 
IhI, varied, and extenslFO, embracing the plains of 
Pedna, and the course of the noble river wind* 
ing along till it falls into the Adriatic. On the 
the long line of Rhsstlan Alps obstmcta 
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ii2 MILD GOVEBNMENT Of THE W)PE. 

Ih« Tlew. Tovirardd ihft Weert, the eye wandm td 
jfitti find iindi8thigiilsliid[>1e distance orer ^e fertlhl 
pkins and Hce-fields Of Lombaniy, bounded 6y 
«BOw-capt mountains. The towns of Modena aiMi 
Ferrara are the nearer and more pleasing part of 
the seene, with the riter Reno, like a sih^r thready 
ftowing close to the palaees, churches, and towers el 
« Bologna la Grassa. ** • 

The young gentleman, who had fa^u ftf t yd ne 
with a lecture on geography, and the loan ef hk 
gfaas, was shortly afWwards joined bf an elderly 
libat^, whom he addressed as Don Giuseppe, and 
who ofkfted his services as linguist ; but fka&mf 
that I spoke Italian better thau he did l^ndi — au 
difficult matter, by the by — ^he innted me to walk 
m. Having accepted the invitation I paid my nh 
spects to the gentleman of the house attd twe 
ladies, who were seated at an open b^cony t and 
After a little conversation, and expressingmy tfaalllBi 
for their ci^lity, I took my leAve of lliese wMfey 
people. 

" This rich and fine portion of Italy is inhabited 
by an acti^ and industrious race. Altibou^ wiith 
jects of the Pope, they yet enjoy an adequate nesh 
sure of liberty and security; and even the d^e- 
gated ecclesiastical power of his HoHness is eifer^ 
dsed in the mildest and most beneficial manner by 
Cardinal Spina, who reigns over the Legation lof 
Bologna. Indeed this benevolent man is so mudi 
beloved, that one of the motites which prevented 
^e people from revohhig, some years ago, and dis* 
mendiDg a constitution when the Piedmontese mttde 

* • Beiflgiiatkel^rtile* 
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Ij^^iaiAjkltQli^ waa «a,aQwiUingii«fli to thwav^ 

their excellent clerical governor. How differently 
■itiiated were the inhabitants of Ravenna, who felt 
«ccleftia8tical oppresuon so severely, that they late* 
ly afisoaBinated the Leigate Cardinal - ' in courts 
which caused a very serious sensation in Home ! 

Haviog epgaged places in a Vetturino to Flor- 
«iiee» a distance of about 60 miles, or two dayt 
«9iy jo«|8ii»y with the same horses, the Vetturinf» 
called at our hotel at an early hour, after which 
W4 were paraded all over the town to pick up 
<ax fellow-travellers* One of these turned out 
to be a jolly-looking Swiss from the Italian caur 
(on of Tecino, and the other a pleasant and in* 
teiJigeut young. Greek, who prided himself very 
much on being a British su^ect, as he assert- 
ed every native of Cephalonia claimed that pri*. 
rilege. Thus were assembled, in this truly Italiaa 
oonvi^yAQce, four individuals, of as many different 
,aation9. As we all spoke French pretty fluently,, 
we made it the common medium of conversation ; 
uud alter the first half hour, which was somewhat 
flaty we got ou admirably, discussing politics, (ra- 
ther a ticklish subject in many parts, of the Con- 
tuient), the fine arts, and local topics ; which, al- 
though of less general interest, will be frequently 
found safer and more amusing conversation. As 
the Swiss seemed quite a '* Un fanatico per la 
iQUsica, '* * he entertamed us with the private his* 
Umy* ^ piquant aud scandalous anecdotes of all 
tiba composers, singers, and dancers, in this musi- 
cal land ; from Rossini (whom he termed his inti- 

* jfii\B'nPlV"ffP'!itL f^r muaic* 
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oMte hkia4}4»wn to the fmngmt i|iiiimtf iiT 
^ Coomneto of Florence. 

We stepped at an inngn^cMit TiUage to reff««k 
the hones, where the indiffereMs of the fiire whMr 
the inn afforded did not pverent the Rmm and 
Swim from doing it ample honour. A pair of 
0nn» by way of leaden, were now feqnured to diag 
&ar «oach up tho steep aeeent of the grea* ridgai 
of Apennines, and it took na aeveial hoon to got 
to Pietra Male, the Tascan fiontier costoB&hoM^ 
where a few paoH to tfaeofficen faetlitaled the e» 
anitnation of onr luggage ; and I generally found 
dvility in an ezaet ratio to the congideraiiam 
The carriage was not unloaded, and there wna nv 
vexatious seareh. A drizaKag rain and fog oh» 
stracted our view during the aftemoon. Hinh- 
erer the sun appeared from time to time through 
the mass of vapoun which enveloped the whole 
mountain, oonc^ing the hifty Apenmnes, wlnle l» 
doubled the horron of the place we ware in. Ofr 
the summit of several of these mountaini^ there 
aire traces of volcanic eruptions, and at a short di#<' 
tanoe on the left, in llie midst of a bhMsk hanen 
soil, there is a hill udueh rises in a corneal shapes 
from which a very extraordinary fire perpetually 
issues, called Ftico M kgno. This pbenomonouv 
being less than a mile frvm the road, I leH the 
carriage and resolved to examine it, although th» 
evening was approaching and the weather was 
stifi rainy. Owing to those circumstsnces, hoip* 
ever, the flame waa particularly bright; and I 
Aottld think the space whence it rises is nol 
less than fifteen feet in circumference. It has 
aU die ^>peaiinee of ignilid gaa tasuiog inl 
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vlU" IMMMMII HttDOl nPOdl HMM fOCKf gMOft^ { 

and on being analyzed, I T M i deiiUm id it has bees 
iamaaA io tmAm of Uie cailMMialed hfdrogen» emu* 
Mm in tke eoal bmms iA Eaglaad, Ike atiMp 
qiiieiearOQnd, f or a eontideraUe distaneey wm m^ 
pmgimA^mikmAfknnmmrBpfmn, HidfaleagM 
IMbet tm, tbero ii « lonmuMie fpring of oekl WBler> 
eafied Aequo %a (wirter^oan^), wbidi boeenea 
ignited n^ni^proaebed by a light. Sinilar pheiMH 
wmm hme been notked by aa&ora onnaaaia l ogyi 
andbf nuny InifielleniniMiuBgdiatrieli. looSil 
(MMsoeivo ?ery ferw plants of sbnibe on theee mdii 
oBBflnti. Some Hebans and unbellieariaa mi|^ 
h^wem ' be seen ; bnt vegetatioo bad aearly diOi* 
appemd ; nor did we eien diacoiner, dofing (bo 
iH^elo day's jonmey, the Alpine rtiododendrett* 
> TIm most deHi^tliil emotloM are eqwnsueed 
by aono people amoogtt monataiii-eeenery, wbilo 
oAiera oomplam tfaat oaly pasalol sensations ano 
piadacad, by witeessng tbe most assidaoas k^ 
boorpooriy teeompeiised by an wigrat^id soiL 
Tbe peasants, nefwtbriess, who inbal^theehalet»' 
of Hie Alps in snmmei^ I bare, doting repeated 
iMt^-fotusd happy and ehwtM. It is trae, thef 
do not depend endrriy open tbe erilmttoa ol tho 
soil; bat I cannot agree with many^enAaskstio 
tmrellers, who cmuidor the moimtaineers as the 
faoppkst beings in existenee. If abundance of 
dmse and nulk, with the fikbiest and most miser^ 
aMo^lookiog hnts in the world, are all tliat is re^ 
q^kkile to oudce hnmanity happy, they^sertaiidy 
oo^ttobosapaemelyblest. They always seenod» 
aad ive piwerifi a Hy (like die Scottish Hig^ilanden) 
aMoab^ to thdr natiro Hwotttaios^ bnt I eatertais 
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90 doubt tkit tlie iDbfcbUftnli of ihf V>w < 
baFO more enjoyment. 

We put up in very comioi^le qiiutors for the 
aigbt at CoFiglUjo, an ejteeUent coiiatry urn, wbsc» 
wo had a tolerably good (iiifiiper, and, what I had 
never met with before in Italy, female attendants*^ 
They were the first Tuscan girk I had seen, and 
presented rather .a favouraUe /specimen of the Befn 
even in |l country so celebrated for the heaut]^ of 
its wnkuUne* Chamber-maids are unkaowo Wk 
thia aide the Alps» The next moming the «Wc 
Yose with ancomm<m splendour from behind th% 
naiige of mountains which extends all along thnnigli, 
South Italy, nearly equidistant from tha Mediter*^ 
xaiMean and the Adriatic The southern decliviti^ 
of the Apennines presented quite another scenes 
9nd the climate appeared to have undeigone a 
ai}dden and delightful c^umge. While ei^^yi^g 
our cofifee, the Vetturino (who was aono.of tbe^ 
most ci?il personages) came into ,the room, andy- 
with an air of authority, desired ua.to make haatOn 
as he had been ready for some time, and w^nld wait 
no loQger. There was no resisting this polite ap* 
peal without quarrelling with our tyrannical diiver i 
which none of us being inclined to dO| wo speedily 
obeyed bis summons. 

We proceeded at a pretty rapid pace down bill»; 
until we reached a more fertile valley; but the 
road was in some places rather dangerousj hang- 
ing over tremendous precipices, without any piK 
rapet. A great many workmen were, howevern- 
epaployed in building high walls on the most ex-.. 
poaed passes of the mountain, to shelter travoH 
lers against burricanes^ and t^ s^d^i| gusts oC 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



aee 'So MfMMf in these tl > i »Mt< < >r»» 

Iln Medarbed centent of Meste Senaus ei- 

t«n«Md OB A Ml to ^aofth, utelko ooly fine oh* 

jec* we diflcoFored for many miles. Throogboti 

ealire oeimliy» we tew chMses erected on the 

» and Madonnas carred on the tranks of trees t 

iodieating whca« nrarden bad been 

Sacb at leait» is the lepiort o( somo 

Si^Hsh trafttHers, who iatie^ that these mffAfB^ 

swiurtby people, ase all blood-tbiiity 

without aaf omr dfefo to warrant sa 

_ aoenawOythanthelrighlfidbaadHtistwieo 

«miooeted in Enghnd for the beneit fd At narserf 

iawntesr Swh e ccuB mee s, now*aFdays» aaenea^> 

If '« mo in the Apa w Mbs a, particdariy in thin 

part -of tho coontrfy as a highway robbery etf 

HmbsIoiw Heath. Thosacrednhmstowwts,bow»^ 

, hacre tho aatharity of Lsnl Bynm in tbsir 

* manly ebangng the soenOk When d esc ril H 

hag his nut to Cmtra» he soy% 

'** And bere and fbere, as up tbe crags you spring, 
Mark many voda carred crotses near the p8& ; 
Tat detm not these Pevotion's offeriag^— 
. Xbese ai« memorials ijrail of murderous wrath. '* 

But many accidents occur, and are recorded by 
across, as well to murders; nor is it necessary 
that aiiy tragic erent should hare happened, to oc- 
casion so common a mark of Catholic faith to be 
placed !& wild mountains, sequestered valleys, or 
even populous towns. Crosses and mde images 
of the Madonna are met with throughout SpaiD» 
Brance, and the CbiIn^ dktrtCts of €rermany and 
Bwiteerfaad $ yet we neiwhear of the fahabitaaie 
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of Ae biter eottiNriM bei^ peedMf feUtAii^ 
tbirety. Tbese religions emblems are ratli«' to 
lie attrilmted to a derout disposilioa ammigBt the 
people, nnfortooateiy too eftencanied toa*sapep* 
flf^ious excess. 

Witbin a few mUes of Floroice, ire saw its 
ptd»lic lmryiiig*gronnd. Rnrd craneteries noik 
iunongst tboee admiraMe examples vrbidk «nght to 
be followed by tbe inbidiitaiits of afl large towns* 
Aneients and modems bave ever agreed in tie sa- 
nitary policy of bonoaring tbe dead, witiM«t mk* 
dangering the bealth of tbe liTnig. Instaad^ t h ei tt» 
f&te, of bnrying bodies in ebwcbes, and m ikm 
heart of popalons cities, wbere iJie qnsatity «€ 
ptttrid efflavia is already nmdi too almdanC, imaA 
eemeteries ongbt to be nnirerudly adopted. BjthB 
liw of the Twelve Titles, it was tebnidwi eilfaeMv 
bMiy or bum any corpse within the walk of towns % 
iMd at Athens, aeoerding to ^ laws of Sdes,«Bik 
^foogboiit the rest ttf Grreeee, tbo sane cmtoar 
prevailed, from the dictates of health as well as 0t 
snperstitton. At Rome, only Vestal virgins, a»d 
sometimes Emp^fors, were exempted from ihB 
oppration of this law, and allowed band wkbin 
the walls. The salutary practice of bnrying out 
<tf the city, has been adopted for several years past 
in Paris, where the oemetery of Pere la Chaise forma 
one of the most beautiful and interesting, yet me-^ 
kacboly, walks in the vicinity of the capital. It 
is to be regretted that the dead are still l^ried in 
tH^ most populous parts of London. We ought 
to imitate the French in this respect ; but so great 
]s our dread of innovation, that even improvementa 
Ml oppoiid, on the pl^ that they may iataifafi^ 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



▼IKW Of FI.OBBNGE. 110 

f retled ri^ ; SDdi u thvpoikiikriiNlHie^ 
kk is aot unlikely that parsoos, nndertakersy cborcli* 
wrmdci ig, and grave-diggera, with a becoming e^mi 
dm eorpi^ woold, as a matter of ooniie, pnt in their 
ca.Teat, to resist a measure which, if generally ad» 
opted» might prospectifely militate against their 
iolOTeats, curtail thmr perquisites, <v in some maa- 
oer or other interfere with^thek convenience. 

Viewed from a distance, the effect of the fair 
«3ity of Fbrence, sitoated on Ae banks of the beaa- 
tifid Anio, is perfectly enchanting, from the mo* 
■a— t its domes and spires are fiwt pereeifed> WhOo 
^asPHndJng from the heights on the iiofth^ the £m^ 
iBg ariaason glow of the sattiag ann was niectafi 
fmm the snmmata of tibe distant Apeaniaas^ on tha 
yam and olir»4»vared bilk, endesing. deUghtM 
«MbNgeeaa valleys, wiMwe sylvan scenes appoir 
«B «pery side, fommg a landscape whiek awahsM 
A» mo8tpowei6d feeling of enthosiastie admksk* 
iisB X wd anch- ia the dasticity of the air in lUo 
^aKg^itfal climate, and theetherial Mghtnesa ol its 
-pme bloeaky, breathing of tianqaillily and happineaii 
^sia it proves the most effectoal antidote against all 
^oomy vaponrs^ and speedily dispda ewy ] 
choly or ^pleasing' reiectaooi 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



CHAPTER V. 

FLOBBHCE. 

i^RniGS k Qos of' the nifty GtUet thtik clauM Ike 
MMM of tho Bodm Alhenk £dii^«igh wad 
Bretdwi Msmo Ao flMne pompeiit M»f wbuiw 
if it wammm any tfaaigy inplieBi ibtft in ftheae pliMi 
4lM ffti wd adouM flomUiy.iad an csltivvlad 
anilpatnstsBad hy <heir Miribitaim^ w1mi» 0I4 
«MMl ba aqsaNf calahaated lor ihair Mpariar j 
iMrtiaMBdthapoUlaiwwafdiairaNmMn. Wtiha«l 

i uny woMarato aay^ thai Flaraaaay a dly Ml 4f 
aMaai9aftl% ataiaaa^ aid aphndid adificas^ aMy-ka 
iMiddaaad Iha Atlian^of Iiriy* iMm^paboftadwad 
-io omiy aaletoai(id bqa.wImi kavja raalrihntad ta 
Uie revival of literatmai and aciaBMia. 

Notwithataiidiiig the many advantagaa whid 
Florence eajoysy from its besatifrdsitaation near the 
verdant amphitheatre of the Apenmnes, in a fartila 
valley watered by the Aino» from its many solid 
and elegant bridgesi magnificent palaces and 
ehnrdies,—- still thore are several deep shadea is 
the picture, heightemng its eflfect in the eyes of 
some spectators; Imtin mine, prodocittga feel- 
ing of disappointment. I had probably heaid too 
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much of this citjr and its eekbrated gallery ; tfaw 
placed in the centre of Italy, of whidb it may be 
r^^arded as the modern capital. 

The buildings are ancient and lofty, but too 
massive and ponderons; its palaces are of the 
heavy architecture of the fourteenth century, hav- 
ing more the appearance of strength and solidity 
than of beauty. Built for the personal safety and 
defence of their proprietors as much as for comfort 
or ornament, during the revolutions of the turbu- 
lent middle ages, those residences served as for- 
Irasses^ but now, although it may truly be said 
that " evwy man*s house is his castle^" thmr dark 
Gothic aspect throws a gloom over the whole 
interior of the city. 

The Palazso Pitti, the town-residence of the 
Grand Duke, is heavy, dull, and cheerless; the, 
Palaozo Veecfaio, formerly the govemment-houaei at 
present occupied for public offices, is a lofty, massi ve» 
bnt-venerable-loQkiag edifice, -with old frowning 
faattlementB ; and the Uffisi, or great national mu- 
eeum adjoining* partakes of the same £uilt. Tho 
two latter are situated in the Piazza di Gran Duca» 
almost in the centre of the city ; and most of tha 
adjoining street^are narrow, but well paved with 
large flags, though not kept particularly clean. 
With the exception of the Lung Amo along 
the river,, where there are some elegant modem 
buildings (such as the Corsini palace), and a few of 
the principal streets near the Piazza di San Marco, 
and Santa Maria Novella, there is little to admire 
in the populous part of the town. The unfinished 
apfcarance of most of the churches, built of rough 
bnipksy displays their exterior to very little advan- 

K 
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tftge, Aid Imt ill accords with the splendcmr aoMi 
richness of their interior, loaded as they are Whb 
every cmiainent that painting and scttlptnre cotsdd 
produce* There are, however, many niagni6cen€ 
palaces, such as the Ricciardi, hnilt hy the greal 
Cosmo di Medici, the Stroszi, a large eubical nam 
of architectiB*e, with rustic mason-work, and n 
splendid residence jast hnilt hy Prince Borghese,' 
bnt almost buried hy its bad situation. 

Madame Hombert's hotel is delightfully sifuatedl 
on the Lang Amo, and very much frequented hf 
liie English. Its rooms are large, nnmerons, and 
good, hat not particalarly clean. From twoity t» 
^irty people sit down to a wellniertred table d'fa6lflr 
every day. The charge is only a Fremcesoonef or 
about ^ye shillings, for a bed«room, breahfiMt and 
dinner, including wine. The dining-room (on th# 
ground-floor) is the most objectionable part of 
the house. We felt cold in it, even during 1^ 
finest season of the year ; what then must it h# 
in winter ? Old kitchen-lamps ornamented tlie 
tables of this large, gloomy, vaulted apartm^nty 
which ought to have been a servant's hall (bavlDg 
quite the appearance of one) ; for the lower ato« 
ries of houses in Florence are in general only uned 
Bn shops, or abandoned to the use of servaats. 

The gallery of Florence is celebrated for one of 
the richest collections of pictures and statues In 
Europe. It also possesses medals, cameos, vases, 
and other rare and precious objects of art, ancient 
as well as modern, to which general admittaaee 
is granted to all classes, natives and foreignem, 
with a degree of liberality that does infinite ho- 
nour to the government of Tuscany* On th« oo* 
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(^ my Titit, I proceeded inelhodiodly» — 
viewing first the eeTeral stfttaes and groups in the 
aq«erey and under the Laggu^ di L«n2i» before as- 
oenduag the staircase of the gallery. The eqnes« 
trian statue of Cosmo the First, by Giovanni di 
B o lo gn a> and his group ef Nymphs and Tritons* 
are certainly splendid pieces of sculpture ; but no- 
thing can excel this artist s masterpieccy the beau- 
tifnl group of three figures, representing a power- 
ful youth extricating a lovely young female from 
the grasp of an dd man» called thie Rape of the 
Sabinesy though merely meant to pourtray manly 
atrength|beaiity,andoldage« This group was ideal; 
and upon the artist's inquiring from a litmry friend^ 
what it should be named, the present appellation 
was suggested, and the relievo on the pedestal added* 
The attitude of Michael Angelo s colossal statnaof 
David is pleasing ; the anatomy of the breast and 
limbsdisplays the muscular system of the royal shep- 
Ittrd to great advantage. The figure is upright, with 
one arm bent, holding the sling ; and the general ef- 
ftet is particularly £me. The two bronze statues» 
^me by Donatello, representing Judith, and the other 
Peiseusy by Benvenuto Cellini, ave also well worthy 
of attentioau However repugnsat the subjects may 
be deemed, it excites the most pleasurable emo* 
tioas to contemplate them aa works of aru Many 
of the €A^-<f<eifVf«s of painting and scalptare in the 
gsUery, wod particularty in the Tribnna, have been 
ae often desoribed in all languages, that J merely 
conlented myself with noting do^wn remarks on a 
lew of the most pieoiona gems in this brilliant ga^ 
l9Sy» mvh u ptawed or stendL me more than the 
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1S4 THE MEDICI FAMILY. 

This princely infttitiition reflects honour on 
the memoiy of those great men, Cosmo and 
Lorenzo di Medici, who, by their merit, pa- 
triotism, and wealth, rose from the rank of pri- 
vate citizens to have the power, without the 
name, of sovereigns, uniting the different pettj' 
states, which they brought to the highest pitch of 
splendour, and which compose the present Ghretnd 
Duchy of Tuscany. The former acquired the ho- 
nourable title of Pater Patrise : the second house 
of Medici, more ambitious, but in other respects 
much inferior .to the first, inherited some of the 
family love for the arts, which has been transmit- 
ted with the sceptre to their successors of the Aus- 
trian dynasty. Even now, the brilliant talents of 
artists- and men of literary and scientific attain^ 
ments, shed a halo around this petty court. Flo- 
rence and the other merchant republics, amidst 
their incessant quarrels, when freedom and indus- 
try went hand in hand, succeeded in collecting into 
their capitals an array of talent and genius — men 
distinguished in art and letters, who were an ho- 
nour to their country and to those who patronized 
them. But the race of princely merchants do* 
generated in Tuscany, when the Florentines were 
compelled to acknowledge the voluptuous and 
ferocious Alexander as their sovereign, whose only 
merit consisted in his being the nephew qf a Pope^, 
and the son-in-law of an Emperor. Under the 
withering influence of Cosmo, and of his son the 
oppressive Francis, the seeds which had been 
sown by illustrious predecessors were nipt in the 
bud ; and the once fertile soil of the arts be- 
came, for a time, barren and arid, producing miltf 
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weed» under the hanfa and vmgenial cdtiue of 
lliose three unworthy Grand Dukes, who disgraced 
the name of Medici. However, some patrons of 
the i^rts and sciences subsequently sprung up among 
the recent princes of that distinguished house, who, 
in their encouragement of painting, sculpture, and 
science, emulated the founders of their family. 

My next visit was to the Palazzo Htti, which coor- 
tains the most select collection of pictures in Florence, 
and free access is granted to the public on certain 
days of the week, with the usual Italian liberality. 
The interior of this palace is spacious, and ele- 
gantly furnished. Its ceilings are painted in freso^ 
chiefly by Pietro di Cortona; and in the whole 
collection of paintings, which occupy eight rooms, 
some of which are very large, there is probably 
not one unworthy work. Among the master- 
pieces may be mentioned the St Mark, by il Frate, 
(Fra. Bartholomew della Porta) * — no less than five 
Carlo Dolcis, all of distinguished merit. The 
^ Fates, *' one of Michael Angelo's few oil-paint- 
ings, a most extraordinary production for co- 
louring and expression, particularly observable in 
the fe^s of these ** weird sisters.** There are, be- 
sides, a Cleopatra, by Guido Reni — a Holy Family, 
and a St John, by Andrea del Sarto — several very 
beautiful pictures by L. da Vinci— a portrait by Van- 
dyck — and two admirable Bronzinos (Agnolo and 
AUori) ; also the Philosophers of Rubens, so well 
knovrn, from Morghen*8 fine engraving; and to finish 
the splendid list, several Raphaels, four of which are 

* A monk, as his name indicates, and one of the great 
MMisoftheart. 
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126 CAN0VA'« VENUS. 

portraits, tbe others a Madonna and Bambino, "^ 
and, what many connoisseurs consider one of thia 
divine master's best performances, a small picture, 
representing the Vision of Ezekiel. This paint- 
ing attracted my attention more than any other, 
except his own celebrated Madonna della Seg- 
giola, a performance wherein he displays the Virgin 
with rather too much voluptuousness ; for the flame 
that sparkles in her eyes does not seem that pure 
celestial passion with which the mother of our 
Saviour could be supposed to be inspired. It 
betrays more of the ardent glowing love of the 
Fomarina, the well-known model of most of Ha" 
pbael's females. 

The Pitti Palace is not rich in sculpture ; but 
two of the statues are a host in themselves. The 
miperb Hercules, an antique, attributed to Lysip- 
pus, and Canova's Venus, which stands in one of 
the ante-rooms, hung round with mirrors, present- 
ing by reflection four diflierent views from one 
place. Many skilful artists and practised connois- 
seurs admire the modem as much as the ancient 
Venus, to which the former gave place in the Tri- 
bnna on the return of the latter from Paris. It is, 
however, a striking proof of the modesty of die 
great Sculptor, that he particularly requested his 
Venus might be placed upon a different and lower 
pedestal, than the one formerly occupied by the 
antique marble. The attitude of Canova's sta- 
tue is undoubtedly copied from the antique, a 
circumstance which deprives the artist of the 
merit of originality. The general appearance and 

• Virgin and Child. 
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tednucal details are of that fine model, seldom 
seen except in Grecian scnlptnre, perfect in point 
of shape and symmetry. The legs and arms 
are elegant and slender, the hreasts distmct and 
delicate, and the tout ensemble presents the natural- 
ly graceful timidity of a lovely woman seeming to 
shrink from exposure, compressing her drapery, as 
if in the act of quitting the bath. I will not enume* 
rate the respective beauties of this and the Medi*** 
cean Venus, two faultless masterpieces of ancient 
and modem sculptare. The talent of Canova was 
perhaps never more conspicuous than in this cele- 
brated effort of his chisel, which alone would suffice 
to rank him as the first sculptor of the age, had 
he not other and prior claims. 

The Boboli gardens annexed to the palace are 
very extensive. In Italian landscape-gardening, 
little is left to nature ; all is art. Straight avenues, 
stiff and formal, with trees cut into ornaments in 
the Dutch style and much too symmetrical, com- 
pose its characteristics. So great is our national 
superiority in point of taste, that we almost con- 
sider ourselves entitled to sneer at the Continental 
imitations of ^jardin Anglais^ which is any thing 
but rural in general. The redeeming point of 
these gardens is the presence of the statues, some 
by celebrated masters, with which they are orna- 
mented. The group of Adam and Eve by Nic- 
carini, though admired for its execution, did not 
please me so much as the fountain, representing a 
young rustic in the act of pouring out water frotxt 
a bucket on his shoulders into a vessel, which I 
thought admirable, and placed in a very appropri- 
ate situation. 
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I malmqfwo$if wkeA 4ib vnumm of iMlaAl 
hiiltQry^ fooiuied by the Emperor Iieo|M>ld wbem 
Qinad Duke of Tmscany ; It contaiiis an excellei^ 
ooUecti«9. in Zoology and Omiitbologyy well ar-^ 
ranged wd a^orately nanied ; and in the latter 
infecior only to the collectioa of Vienna. Tha 
minerals are a)ao nnmeroo^, and jndipioiiily ao- 
lecled; and ita botani^ garden ia large, wd £aiw 
n^riied with hot-Jboipsea. 

Wh^li tips rendered thi/i eataUishment meat is*. 
tfPfWtinS^ i« i*« celebrated anatomical coUection ia 
wax» wwk ic mieqnalled in Earope. It com-^ 
IMaaea nany tb ow a a nd , apecinieaa in colovaad wmx^ 
iUnatnaing % aeriea of dimectiona of the fanmaa 
body, and of animalsy nrhich. attract innnmeiniblo 
atidenta for the pnrpoaea of improFeaveol^ aa well 
aaviaitorafi^mmerecnnoaity. The laat room egc* 
hihited containa a representation of the plague 
alio in wex» which is. top horrible to oontem- 
ple^; the lery recoUectioQ of it makes, mo^shndden. 
This anatomical collection was formed under tbo^ 
aRpepiltenilance of the able and ingenipoa Ptp*- 
lemiar Font^na. It moat hapre been aperfect Her- 
Gttlfavn lebonr : neqniring profonnd kaowledgo of 
ijbp hjoman {came, ap we)! as enthnaiaam, actrntfit 
^ 0reat patience, in order to snppprt the fatigiie 
iiq4 mco^l excitement oeilled forthi wlnle grappling 
vitb the many difficulties attendant oa the coni- 
pletion of so adenti^c and arduona aa undertaking* 
It is indeed a noble monnment of the persevere 
mice of the highly gified and philanthropic Abate. 

Florence may well be proud of her great men. 
The name of the Medid recalls, even to tboao. 
least read in histmy, the munificent and en%htmi* 
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rt^ymo iiftge ^ Htemtore and the arts ^bphiy^d by 
thmtillnstrions family. This oelebrated city baa 
gir^ to the worid Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, A- 
mericns Vespasius, MachiaveUi, and GMileo,who 
rank so high in literature and science ; Leonardo 
da Vinci, Michael Angelo, Bninellesdii and the 
Aiioris, equally eminent in the fine tots ; and now 
Morghen, the pupil of >Volpato, so well known for 
the excellence of his engravings, and B^iTeooti 
the pfesent President of the Academy, a painter 
of merit. It can also boast of Bartelini, who^ as 
a flodptor of busts, has nearly readied thehigheat 
fame* an artist can attain; and yibosB stndio and 
gabiaetto are deserring of attenticm. • Bartc^ai was 
cbosen front among the most endnent men in £a^ 
T«pe, to sBperintend the erection oi Napoleon's tri- 
umphal ealiimn in the Place Venddme, w^ich is 
jastly regarded as one of the most beautifal modem 
works of art ; and the principal part of its hassi re* 
Hm m from his degant and classical designs. Many 
indastrioas and able workmen are engaged in tbta 
city in different branches of art ; one of which* is, 
I believe, peealiar to it, oi^ed the labwi di scfr^ 
laok^ a species of staeeo wbiok imitates mosaic 
and painting, and for the revival of which they are 
indebted to Don Hugford, an English moi^ of 
GamaldolL Several devw artists are also em- 
ployed in the pietra dura and moeaie maaufoc* 
tones, which are very flonrishing ; as is ako, sculp- 
tore in iriabaater, a na^ve production in which the 
most exqniske copies of antiqaes are exacated. ^ 
fivery fadlity is afforded^ by govemm^t f<M* tibe 
iotrodnetion of foreign books, periodical poblica- 
tiaBfrand&ewqmpen ; aadmany^ die fonowr are. 
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19 qifendy wd worlu of merit are evgprly bought «p» 

The best editlooB of Voltabe, Roiuvein, Byroi^ and 

ether French and English wiirk% can ba obtaittad 

of aaFend anterpriaiiig |HiUiebeni» aa cheap m 

Flor^UDe ae in Paris, although strictly prohibited 

in the Roman, Sardinian, and Aoitrian Stataa. 

Ctimtificaad Ut0nry man are tbarefora indncad to 

mnwt to a oity where th#y enjoy so many ad^aiH 

mgea; andthesociabUityandkindn^sBoftboXaa* 

oma make it an agraMble fwdantse to tb# mmf 

wtwuijew who awthnaancpnrgged to settle a m ii«p> 

tfaapL Conrteayeeeoia to beaaobligirti^oaoil; 

ind it in not smprising that 9wnbef« of BngW db T 

men and Boasians haFO been tempted, by pkaaonl 

society and other attractions, to talse up tb^ •• 

bode in some of the best '' Casi^ " or palaazoa^of 

Florence. FreacbaonaoseUom tvaFclinltalfs or 

indeed ony whera else oat of << b belle France^" fbot 

there is little chance of meeting any of them boyond 

Iho Alps. Paris is the neplus uUra of a Fr^w^r 

pan's ambition as to a resftdcyace. So high indeed 

doos it ptand in bis eHnnntiont thnlho^^tnita 

offended* if nny one presnoNin to imagine that; kf 

conld baYe sw^ had taato aa to qnit it» fn^m any 

other motive 9avc ioYe or war 1 bnt I bam ofkon 

m»n the sMoe £icaf from Bath, ^rigbtoib^ ond 

Cheltenham, transplanted to tbo l#ng Arno, Ipong" 

ing about, or sMng a^ pktnrea and atntnea in 

the gallery. In fact, £n|^ cerri«faa» dmwn by 

English bones, filled with EngU^h tadiea, and at- 

landed by English footmen* are now ahpptl.aa. 

common on the Cascino as in Hyde Park. 

OiscMlatinff HbaanHfe timt ^Udi^iilBt- resonaca of 
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Mr nv €OffBLhivy wouitxtf mii% DMn lotxg MftftDiuned* 
81 Fiorence. Tbere is ailso m ezcelltfnf reading- 
FOom, where Englttb, French, and Gennon new»* 
pspera, magazines, and reviews, are to be found ; M 
Swiss keeps it in yerjr good styie, and has gitM 
it the somewhat pompous title of ** GcMnMf 
MeM/kb ^ LUerario. " * 

llf jr tfSFeYfing companion now nmoimoed his de^ 
paitor^ fof Naples, as he wished to get there diirhig 
the fine weather I Hiis I thought rfrther a Russian 
idffi^ and begged to snggest that he woftid be qttite 
Mohk mxf patt of Italy in winter, if it weremere-^ 
ly die" cold he dreaded. I befiere he i« A solitary in- 
stance of a man being three days in Florence with-J 
oM having fl(een its gallery; but I forget the tfbiioitl 
reason he assigned for rdinqtiishing that exquisite 
tteat. I nerer knew a more c^ccentri^, Or wittj^ 
Mow, nor one fonder of argument, than this same 
companion* A soldier and fl philosopher, B* had 
been expi^lled from his college and his regiment i 
yet be thm eonciKatory, brare and intelligent. H^ 
had Ibt^fat a dozen duels, and was only then re<^ 
covering from a severe wound received in his last 
** fffar ; " yet he was humano and benevolent : tf 
ntlive <^ ihe most nnctv^ized country in Europe, 
yet polite tnd Well informed : a cynic, yet an en*^ 
tlniiiBsde Mmirerof beauty: a misanthrope, yi^ 
emiliwed with a tender heart : fiberal, wil^ mean* 
ness : and, to sum up his charactOk'y it formed A 
perfect antiiliesis in itdelf. 

The Baron de B — , to whonf I had been intro^ 
dneed at Mikm, I found a prefentble, though iM 

. * fikfiiwliflc sad UiiMkiy pMifli, 
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tS& CATHBBBAJL OF S» HARIA DEL FIORE. 

a more amiwiig feUeWftreveller, He i^;reed to 
wait a few days for me, in order that we might 
set off f&s Rome together. In the meantime he 
accompanied me to Beveral of the charchea, and 
pointed out many objects worthy of notice, which 
he had previously inspected under the guidance 
of that necessary evil — a cicerone. The cathedral 
St 'Maria del Fiore was our first visit. The edi- 
fice itself was commenced by Arnolpho di Lapo 
in the 13 th century. The dome, designed by 
Brunellesdii, is said to have given Michael Angelo 
the idea of the magnificent cupola of St Peter s* 
The front is not yet finished ! Indeed few of the 
churches in Florence are in a state of completion, a 
eircumstance which detracts greatly from their effect. 
The interior of the cathedral of* St Maria del Fiore 
is 80 dark and gloomy, that many fine statues by 
Donatello, Michael Angelo and Sansovino, are in 
a manner lost to the public. The exterior is cased 
in black and white marble, admirably disposed ; 
and> viewed as the principal edifice of a splendid 
group, consisting besides of the Baptisterium and 
Belfry in the same square, it may be considered 
as one of the most interesting monuments of the 
wealth and spirit of the Republican days of Flo- 
rence. The beautiful detached tower or belfry 
near it, built by Giotto, and covered in like man- 
ner with a profusion .of marble of various colours, 
is a fine bold structure ; and those who choose to 
undergo the fatigue of mounting about 400 steps, 
may enjoy a delightful view of the city and its 
environs from a height of nearly 300 feet. It was 
this building which Charles V. said '* ought to be 
preserved in U ease like a lady's jewelled bodkin. " 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Op^te to the Diubm>» tteidi the Ba]»t»terio, 
an ancient marble church of an octagonal shapo, 
much admired for the elegance of its architec(ure» 
and for Ghiberti's celebrated bronae doors, * richly 
ornamented with bassi relievi on the pannels, which 
were declared by Michael Angelo, *< worthy to be 
the gates of Paradise, " We entered it, and found 
thm priests in the act of christening an infant, be* 
ing» as the name imports, the only place of worship 
in the city for thfvt purpose ; and therefore dedi- 
oited to St John the Baptist. It is.adomed by two 
porphyry columns, and many others of granite, aa 
w^ll as a number of status by celebrated sculptors. 
The church of Santa Croce, with its oil and free* 
CO paintings, ita tombs aiijd statues, n^it occupied 
our. attention. Several of the earliest eftbrts of 

, * « In the year 1400» the magistrates of Florence resolved 
to ornament tlie two remaining entrances to the Baptistery 
with gates of bronze, similar in design to those which had 
before, by Andrea da Pisa, been prepared for the third. 
They accordingly invited a competition of the most cele- 
brated artists, by publicly announcing their intention in 
every principality of Italy. Of the artists who, on the 
day appointed, assembled in great numbers, six were im- 
mediately acknowledged to surpass the rest in general esti- 
mation, though of doubtful superiority as compared with 
each other. Of the candidates thus selected, Brunelles- 
chi and Ghiberti were Florentines ; Jacomo della Querela 
of Siena, Nicolo Lamberti of Arezzo, Francisco di Val- 
dambrino, were Tuscans ; and Simone dei Colli was from 
Lombardy. On the expiration of a year, during which 
they were maintained at the expense of the state, each was 
required to produce a complete pannel, finished in the 
proper style, and of the just dimensions, as required in 
the future work. 

The time for examining these performances being ar- 
rived, a s«cond assembly of artists was convened at Flo- 
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Ii4 eMriiclit dF sAnta cttdeis/ 

Otolti»l*d Mii^sMlUi's j^ril gutted iM mUfiiA 
TMtrjr. Tbn {(rcta^g aitid Mthtides ili^ good, Mi 
Uio fddtt ttlid ftdl of tte drii|>6ri^Si ih tiie tftiff niiihf 
li^ of tho «ifflii$r Flor«Btltt« defadol, aro #<tfiflijr 
4«r€ietiv«. Th« BtMtifes kte bbM^ bf AilOfij SH-^ 
tkte^^d Doittttelio— iill Aitit^ aHteti^ 

Tbto C^mteh of Sisfitil Crocd, «< ^ celttM ^ pH^^ 
g^in^, tad Mfel$(A of Italy,^ " ift gnt6ed iHib iM 
nMQMitoiiriiii Of Mi<^Ml A^ltf, Mittldiif«Hi, GM» 
kO, AfCfrtiftf, Mid Othet gt«it vke^i Tb&t tif UKs irilF 
k ^iftieokriy i«DMarlrtibl«^ tad ot^am^t^d #itif 
MIMM of tbcf i^iftt^^ ttew «f Ah^bitectttr^f/ PtfMI^^ 
aUd Soidpfttti%, ii( iul c^ #bMn 9tttfiMip6liti ilireW 
pfo^^mloteiii. H«^ Hko a tao&iuriljkil lM« HfeM 
emoted l^tlM^I>tt<^i«*af of Alblmy to Coirtft Th$KH^ 
AlfiM, li nMO d«a# «6 ttfeff lOrer of Kbetfc^ tmP 
tbe Mases. The Geniiu of Italy is poiutray^dy 
#itit bet miM crowti, timing tipon tbe wbfio 

raicc^ when tfairty-eight of the xnos^ accompliftbed wen- 
reqpiested to act as judges. The competitors bavin^ 
wrought in secret, and apart from each other, the pan'nel* 
were now first exposed, representing, in mixed relief, tJie 
Sacrifice of Ahrabam,^-a subject prescribed, as welt cal- 
culated to elicit their utmost skill, including both dnf^ 
and naked figures, and animals. This was a spectadsr 
worthy of the happiest ages of ancient Greece : — ^tlie ma-, 
gistrates in their robes presided ;•— the assembled dtizens' 
fltood around ;— and the judges discussed aloud, in pr»- 
amce of all, the respective merits of tbe rival ptoduetioatf 
After loiM( deliberation, conducted with the most im- 
partial scrutmj, Lorenzo Ghiberti, a youth of twen^- 
three years, was declared to have surpassed the skill and 
elegance of his opponents. The woric thus'faoDourably- 
Msigned to his superior merits, fdrmed theeonstast kbbiir 
of f<Nriy yean of his lif^, and still remains one of the; no- 
blest monuments of modem art» '* Mxjos' Ljft ^CanmKt* 
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flPftilll $mi^ of h9f fiwrgpiit^ ton, irl|qMkM#b» 
i^ Jpaii€iitii)g. I ii^c) ii9t fittewpt to bealow woij 
ccHiivi^adatioii qp the exef^ution ol thaa sptoidid 
iii8ii9oleniii9 w)ie|i { meiitiaii tlwt it is tbo y/mk 

I generally ^peat • couple of Inmm dailf ia 

tVfi gallfvy^ commen^g with an exaoiinatkMi 

of. ibe fine pieees of 9Gfi|{tt|^ m the anta-roon ; 

thm of the #zc«lleiit ai»d opii^pleta o(4WotUHi oC 

b9iat| of tl^e ft<ffiii|a Empafoia; %pd tyTteninnb of 

t^ b«a-relia^ which ar^ ^^ «a mlmimhle «tat» 

of pvaaerfi^tioii. It if «zlap9{ne|f inte w n ti ng t», 

Qiark 4e ii»ogre«i ol pM^twg &m tlm fsfival «£ 

tbp 109 i;« the ear)y part of the )4tk ce«lnr]r» vnil 

to nnul their history in the wpr^^i brfoie um from 

tb^ lim^ that the S^n^ of flai»mw ii^trp^eed 

^f^ «rt^ ir^W Qr«ie«» who formed tli^ vlyfo 

a^di t^te of th^ sti^de^tp. It wn^ froia thii m^ 

eniastaiice thft thf^ ii^ school 9f paiaong, at tha 

betA of whicih ftai^ Ciqwhmei may he md t* 

hairo taken ita rise. Whea adyanciag thfoagh tha 

g^lery, after viewing th^ prpduotioiis of the Father 

of thft £lo|:e9tine ^phpol, ^nd ihoae of bi« papU 

Gioti% w# arsi^ ft the worl(« of Memw aivl 

Oi(g^gm» closely followe4 hy UcceUo» i^ho m%f9t 

#y^ peif pective, and fivat quitted tbd 9tif(, fcraial 

Qlll^er Q^ tbp Qre^hs* We th^H 9]M«n^a aoaia 

lyyayiaafi «if Hm earUer oU-piwAtiaga of Aataaelk 

da Messina, and those of a later ige, Perogm^ 

IB^I^o, Ghwlindiyo, and Mn^ao^cio whose lirely 

c^K^W ¥^i correct desig];i show a giadnal m^ 

paayaf^ent. Loffei^ H ])4agnifiao» and Leo tba 

7fM^th, pos^eiBfdi a tfat9 a|id a^iiaa^aoe Utberift 

ap^j^Hiiplt^ l»4 whiah pach^m will nwar agaha 
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ISft FL0R£Ktl1l& gCHCK>t. '" 

beeqinUed; for, nndter tbeir fosterhig mtin&x&i^ 
flourished Leonardo da Viikci, mikk whom ccttt- 
menced the modem Florentine school. With the* 
app^rance of Leonardo da Vinci, cease the dark 
ages of the arts ; and daring the 15th and 16tfa' 
centuries, painting was nobly patronized by the 
wealth and power of the Medici, and kept pace 
with the luxury and splendonr of Italy. Da Vinel' 
was followed by Michael Angelo, and aHst of other 
great masters, whose leading prhiciples may be 
denominated grandeur, dignity and force. 'Evdry 
subject was attempted, and every «ubject, I may 
say, was embellished by the splendid works of tlie 
great artists who now sprung up, Titian, Andres' 
del Sarto, Raphael, Georgione, GiuHo Romano, snd' 
Corregio; and who exhausted every occurrence 
of more than ordinaryinterest in Scripture, in Greek* 
and Roman mythology, - as well as in ancient and 
modem history. What a fund of information and 
instraction is displayed in this gallery fbr the he- 
nefit of artists I I saw many Englishmen and 
foreigners copying different masterpieces. -The 
want of a national gallery compels our country-' 
nen to resort to Italy in order to study their art; 
We have, however, at length commenced one; 
and in the course of a few years, I hope we shall 
have something worthy of England, wMch pos- 
sesses so many admirable works, undoubted origi-' 
sals, of the old and best masters. 

In this collection, considerable taste mid judg- 
ment have been displayed in the arrangement of' 
^e many admirable treasures it contains. In' tw^ 
long parallel galleries, including the wing near' the 
river: which connects themy are to be foiind «peei«^ 
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Qiif^iV^ly i%9trating the progress of tb^ art) doijqi 
to t}fe present tiipe. The different boIiooIb. im^ 
l^ifced ii^ 8ep%rate ^part^ents, which c<ri}^w«9i^1if 
i|p^tt, apd Of en into, the principOil gaUeried. Two 
rofima e^^hiJbit portraits of the n^oat celel^rated pain- 
ters of eveiy countrji which ivrere OJ^uted g«Mi- 
l^ly by themselves, for the piqifppso of Wffg pWf 
aonlied to tho Grand Dukes oC Tu,ac9fty« Thes^ 
fre bighly interesting, as they recall mapy of tito 
I^P^at vtasitf^^ cow^^cted with the ai;t. Thl9 Pfuim 
^ most of t^hfen^, together with nl^^y of ibeir 
l^ork^ had heen Ipng familiar to ino, an^, ther^ 
{ore^ to behold their features, ap poi»i:trayed h^ 
tbenueivj^s, WW no si^aU gratifio^tim^. On the 
whole, b<^wo7er,^ it is iiatber a fa|;iguing ^xhibitipfli; 
and I turned ftoija it with regret, to find so fyw. pf 
my 9wa countryman aipoi^gst those 400 emin^iit 
l^ifstsi. Now, hpweTer, there is b|it on^ X^w* 
po^ in £urop<9, and 01^ actui^ skill in portraifr 
p^i^nting hasperh9k[^s qeyer be^n,sqi;^l»fU94 ip.any ag4} 
Qr natioqi ; %or is it asto^hiog, wMib sp ppwerfp^ 
a stimulus aa tho wealth, of £p(|^ai|d,, t)ia^ ^ info* 
llior, bi^t mor;e self-gratifying^ dppart^ei^l;. of. ^ 
1^ should, bi^ye atj^ipied so elfiv^ted a» pil«h,of suf^ 
Ci^sst The gallery w <?rowdpd witfe cpjfj^ fif 
both sex^s, 6:019, i;[}^py of wjbom, emimajii^d. tb^ 
Qipsit wri^t<;h^ daub^^ in in^^tation 0/ l^bebiiw^tifi^ 
masterpieces of Raphael ^4 X^pif^ t fpimdopp 
EqgUsh ai^isjr v,bp)M ^n ^Pgw4 wwly.aippptb 
in copyipga supfirl? P^ujo V^www» w^t^omt know- 
ing t)^^ 8uy§Qt ; wMfilj ^ppfin^d to b^ tbe.M^T'* 
tynloni of Sji 4gi^«. I ^QW^t ^^: ignpianc9 
enujfsd vra lifflp p^oipist;. fipr in bis prpfiesaioii 
L 2 
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138 TUB TRIBUNA — MEDICEAN VENUS. 

some knowledge of history, sacred as well as pro- 
fane, is certainly indispensable; and worth the 
trouble of studying, if not for the purpose of se- 
lecting subjects for his own pencil, at least that he 
may understand something of the productions of 
others. I always closed my inspection with the 
Tribuna, which contains nothing but masterpieces, 
selected from the best antiques in sculpture, and 
the most admirable paintings that art has ever pro- 
duced. In sculpture the most precious work is 
the Venus de Medicis, which I had seen already 
in Paris ; and the opinion which I then formed, re- 
mained unchanged with regard to that admirable 
piece of sculpture; namely, that for calm loveliness 
and placidity, it can never be excelled, but there is 
about it a want of the voluptuousness distinguishing 
the Goddess of Love, and so often misplaced in the 
Madonnas. The arms of the Medicean Venus, it 
is easy to perceive, are not the workmanship of 
Alcam6n^8. They are, indeed, known to be mo- 
dem restorations ; a fact which accounts for a cer- 
tain stiffness in their position, particularly observ- 
able in the left arm. Many also think the head 
too small, and out of proportion with the body. 
It is wonderful, however, that a statue, which, 
when discovered, was in nearly a dozen pieces, 
(the joinings being quite perceptible), could ever 
foe made to appear with so few imperfections. 
Had Phidias himself entered the lists on a trial of 
strength with his two pupils Alcamenes and Ag- 
oracrites, it is doubtful if he could have produced 
any thing superior to this work ; although the Pa- 
rians allege, that the palm was not awarded to the 
Bcalptor, so much on account oi its ^celteiice, as 
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from the drcnmstance of his being, like bis jadges, \ 
an Athenian. There are some, however, who 
maintain, and not without reason, that the statue 
actually was from the hand of the great master 
himself, who took this method of obtaining the 
prize for a loved pupil. I will merely enumerate 
the remaining masterpieces in the Tribuna ; namely, 
the group of the wrestlers ; L'Arotino, the spy or 
knife- whetter — for it is unknown who this disputed 
statue 80 named is meant to represent, though 
some suppose it to have been intended to repre- 
sent a Scythian slave ; and the Apollini or youth- 
ful Apollo, the torso of which is considered as the 
finest piece of antique sculpture of this character 
extant. 

In painting, the Tribuna boasts of six pictures by 
Raphael, among which the St John in the Desert 
is flowed to be the best, a Virgin, and a splendid 
portrait of his patron Julius the Second. There' 
are, besides, the Descent from the Cross by An- 
drea del Sarto, a Madonna by Corregio, a Michael 
Angelo, and several works by Rubens ; but there' 
IS none so remarkable as that gorgeous display of 
colouring, the Titian Venus, a naked figure the 
size of life, reclining on a couch in the most grace- 
ful, languishing posture. From the position of this 
work, which is placed near the Grecian Queen of 
Beauty, the two finest representations of the Cy- 
therean goddess, in painting and sculpture, when 
thus coming in immediate contrast, cannot but 
challenge comparison. 

There are thriee theatres at Florence, of which 
the Pergola, intended for the performance of o- 
peras and ballets, is the largest. The price of 
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140 THEATmf;3-T.QmE4rftQUSS8. 

admijnioii is low, as in iill Italian theatrei, mo^ 
exceeding two shillings to the pit ; which, l^o 
that of the Opera-house in London, is the iisnal 
place of resort for ^ntlemen. Some of the 
boxes are spacious ; but the greater part of them 
are private. In sonye of the scenes which repre- 
sent streets and buildings, I obserred a wai^t of coi;«. 
rect perspective, unpardonable u^ this land of thf^, 
arts, where one would expect to find greater atten- 
tion piud to minute and, apparently trivial deti^ls*. 
Although there were no first-rate^ singers eiigm^d. 
th^ music was admirable. In point of prcb^sti^, 
strength, England must yield the palm tp Germai^y, 
and Italy ; for, even in the minor theatr/es of t)ieae^ 
nations, she is excelled. They have always ai^ iui- 
posing l)OBt of performers, scarcely inferior tp qur 
I^indleys and Nicholsons, frpm ainpngst whom t)ic;y 
ifiake their selections. £vei| German, spvereigns; 
are sometimes seen presiding iii the orchcistra of 
their opera- bouscis. Wh^n at Darmstadt, I.wii^, 
told that the Gran4 Puke is so excellent a pc^r* 
former, that he occasionally appears in piibliq, 9^^ 
perintending the fiddlers; and it if said U\e i^ain^ 
tenance of his draniatic corps costs more tb(ii^,hif^ 
whole army in time of peace I We gisnen^l^ %4« 
in the larger theatres, that unless, th^ voice hsyipef)^ 
tp be extremely powerful it is qujte lost, sp seldong^ 
is the construction of the edifice free fram defect^ 
The Cocpmero, hpwever, ii^ a. small but ex^llcm^. 
theatre, chiefly for the opera buffa; apd there i^ 
attached to it, a very good corps de bcUkf, afnpng; 
^hom are many beautiful femfJes. 

The architecture and bassi relievi of the cloircj^ 
of La ^tifsimii^ Nn^iiita, which. forfuf oi^^ai^)!^ 
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of '^f'Be square of that name, are very much admi- 
redl Besides many good oil-paintings, it con- 
taSttis Andrea del Sarto's famous Madonna del 
Sacco in the cloister, so called becanse the painter 
agreed to receive in payment a bag of wheat, which 
he basr introduced into his fresco, with St Joseph 
reposing upon it ; while the Virgin is represented 
seated on a cushion, with the infant Jesus in her 
arms. * Tliere are several other frescoes, by An- 
drea del Sarto, in the portico of the convent, pre- 
ferable to this, although many consider it his mas- 
terpiece, merely because it has acquired a great 
degree of celebrity, and has been very often copied 
and engraved. 

But among the finest churches in Florence, that 
of St Maria Novella, belonging to the Dominican 
order, is the most remarkable ; and so much did 
Michael Angelo admire it, that he is said to have 
studied its architecture, in some instances adopt- 
ing it as his model. The altar-pieces are all by 
Cimabue, Orgagna, and other eminent old masters. 
In the choir there are some beautiful pictures by 
Ghirlandajo (Buonarotti's master), in which he 
has introduced portraits of the Medici, and other 
great men of the day. This convent and some 
others are well known for their adjoining phar- 
macies and perfumeries, prepared by the indus- 
trious friars, who supply the sick with the best 
medicines — on the lowest terms to those who do 
pay, and gratis to the poor. 

One day I devoted a couple of hours to the se- 
pulchral chapel of the Medici family, erected a-[ 
bout two centuries ago by order of Ferdinand 1., 
and 'dedicftted to San Lorenzo. The splendour 
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<of ^is wonder of Florence baffles all deseiipliAtiy 
bat it is far too rich and gandf for the mansolenm 
of Bny prince. It is yet in an iinfinished state^ 
and conusts of a chapel and sacristy — the fprmer 
being of a moderate size, and in the shape of an 
octagon, snrmonnted by a lofty and elegant cupola. 
In the latter are the far-famed tombs which 
giro the name to the chapel (Dri Sqfolchri). Hiese 
are the entire works of Michael Apgelo, consist- 
ing each of a sarcophagns of whitfi marble, on which 
recline two allegorical scnlptares, while above, in 
a niche, i^its the statne of the decease4» 

« —^ There from age to age 

Two ghosts are seated on tiieir sepulchre ** 

These figures represent Gioliano, Duke of Ne* 
mours, and Lorenzo de Medici, Duke of XJrbino^ 
the former brother of Leo X., the latter bther iif 
Alexander L ; and for truth of expression, ea^ 
cially that of Lorenzo, rank ampng the finest exr 
amples of modem art. Respecting the allegoric^ 
personages, much dispute has arisen ; bat on the 
most competent authority, they are considered 99 
personifying in the one instance Dcnon and TWnS 
iiffhi, in the other Nigh( and JDai/^ 

ft -..^ gigantic fonnfl>» 

Turned into stone, rest everlastingly, 

Yet stUl are breathing, and shed round at uoofi 

A twofold influence. 

These monuments occupy the two sidjes pf th^ 
chapel right and left of the altar, oppo^te t|o iprhjcfa 
is another celebrated work of the saipe arl^ b^^g 
a gfoup in white marble, of the Virgin n^ Ck^^^ 
\ik» ^he lir^ %mer ato nnfoi<>iftd> . Stjll it, ip yms^. 
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faav0 been, had they leceived the la^t ei^Qiait^ 
toack ftotik bis chu^I. Eteti the roiigh outline 
dupl$^fM a certain graofefiiiltiess and aymmetrjr sel- 
deal e^iiaill^ by ally cfth^r Krtitft ; tftid none faai 
beett found bdlil ei^t^i to att6m)>t tb^ reitoratioti» 
or Hiktt (BittnpMon, 6^ #orl:§ which tbts snbliltfcr 
mmUat ittifditttiuitely hk tinfinished. the bei^ ot 
* aalyr Wik MlcbM Alig^lo's first effort, when he 
was 4Aa]y fifteeii. It is a r^miarkidile (lerfb^nmittte 
fof a boy ; biit more sd, from its ha7in| be^ th^' 
means of introdncii^ g him td Lof&Jizo H Mn^ifico^ 
imdeiisuringth^fittarepatrdnBgetf thiittfriAee. This 
ehar^aeriKtic style of this emitfent iMist was iHb^' 
hstnif bf codtc^'ption and endless Tari^tj^ of iiiibdf- 
diiMi^ ^BirtS. H^ iM^ped 4svhtk iht^tHtesis ttttd. 
deMiUfty tHtb gtimatitt; sMd it b«a beeA siSi, 
tiiit ^bis TtiMik ^efiti Widi th^' man, an^tbae 
bis n^n #et« a rittii 61 gitota. " il6 Wa^ the in- 
▼enter of Epic {yabitr% bat 6)tif^M btmsi^ff 
#iih ifc n<^tif^e ^todi*, reffe^tang idi mdreiricidttif 
orflimt^ht. To ^Ire ih% i^pi^arsinc^ df iseM i^df 
iittcH^l^iiilr^ to tfati thetet dimctfft ^tilij^^6ts Wtf 
hk ^^liilr ^nX. Thtfd b^ ^xhSMt^d the diigitl; 
progreaa, and ^d dSspe^ittidnAs of the Theoci^y 
in Ae Si±tTiie eba](ye! ; aihd personified motion hi 
tile groti^ of tb4 cartoons of Pisa'. It Wetild be* 
difficidt I6f sHy itf Wh?di of the thre^ arts, of pann- 
ing, scidptnre, 6r architecture, Bnonarottl excel- 
led* so great Wis be id eaeb ; yet it bais been bis/ 
ikte 4o be «en^«redf foi^ the impdteiiee dP il hb^t o^ 
copyiM, wb^ ttiakt% fdtiM alitempts to apj^^oabb 
fte graadieiir of his fbrms, instead of seiiiing bis 
Bold iatj^iratiiDy only snoceed y Mkatsag iim 
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in im mt^jofiatB of deieUctid^B^ vii«i betd4Brqi|f|d 

into mannerism. 

. Tuscany is, I have no doubt, the happiest coun- 
try in Italy. Although the government is abso- 
lute, it is tempered with much mildness and mo- 
deration ; nor do the Tuscans feel the want of a 
constitution, for there are few existing abuses to re- 
foim, and they. are attached to the reigning family* 
They forget its Austrian origin, and look npon 
Lroopold the Second as an Italian, bom and brought 
up amongst thein. They were by no means friend- 
ly to the French ; and the Austrians, who succeed- 
ed in the temporary possession of Tuscany, never 
gained much of their affections. Indeed, all the 
Italians seem to have been disgusted by the parsi- 
mony, haughtiness, and moroseness of the Austrians. 
The present administration enjoys the confidence of 
the Prince^ and the respect of the people. Univenral 
and well organized laws have been instituted, and 
the real intention of justice is never paralyzed by 
unequal administration. The higher orders .are 
generally engaged in patriotic and laudable pur- 
suits — patronizing the arts, sciences, and literature, 
which, thus encouraged, are successfully cultivated. 
In Florence, the three principal libraries are the 
Magliabechina, rich in rare books of the fifteenth 
century, and valuable manuscripts ; the Riccardia- 
na ; and that of the Medici at San Lorenzo. This 
llVBt contains the identical manuscript volumes col- 
lected from the East, at so much cost and care by 
Cosmo and Lorenzo ; and firom which, in more 
than one instance, were obtained the present print- 
ed editions, and our knowledge of certain Greek 
i^thors. The Library itself is the architecture of 
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M. AkXigAo, even to tlie eaken desks, ftiid eoi^etB of 
tlie books; and his, it is also said, was the inYentk)!!, 
still in use, of chaining each Tolnme to its place, so' 
that they may be consulted but not removed. The 
academy of fine arts reckons amongst its memberv 
all the principal native, and many fore^ artists. 
Paramount authority was assumed by the anden^ 
Delia Crusca over the vernacular language, wiiiefa- 
is now united to the Apatisca, under the nftme of 
^< Academia florentina. " This is a very flourish- 
ing establishment, and was founded by the Chrand 
Duke Leopold for literary purposes. It exercises' 
a beneficial controul over Italian philology, as it is 
absolutely necessary there should exist a standaf^ 
for the classical language of a country when so 
many dialects are written and spoken.' 

In charitable institutions, there is the Spedale di 
Santa Maria Nuova, a large and well-conducted 
hospital for sick persons of all descriptions ; the 
Bonifacio, destined for insane persons and invalids ; 
finally, the '' Innocents, ** for foundlings, orphans,' 
and destitute children. I have often thought 
the want of such an establishment as the latter a 
reflection on the inhabitants of the richest city in 
Europe (London); for the foundling hospital there 
is a misnomer, a certain interest being required 
to obtain admittance for children. Paris, even 
Lisbon, and most of the great cities in Europe^ have 
foundling hospitals, where children are indiscri- 
minately received, without any questions being 
asked. 

The Misericordia ought to be regarded as ar 
model for National imitation. This interesUng 
md useful institution, is not peculiar to Flo« 
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m muKf tovrnt of Italf «iid other CwdMaio eaw- 
^100, beiiig of gveaft antiqiutjr* It0 memb^B eii»* 
vwt of thNO doMM ;*-the first, or Capt de G«ardi% 
ifeldbi the Gitiid Diike» tho ArchlMshop, tho 
pmripri a o hill ty aai ^i^Difiod cletgjr; the Beeond 
in eawpeied of Mifenl hsadredi of geBtiimieay 
idergytiiea» end nerebiuits ; and the third claae cono 
feed tm)§jvamt mrn^tn upweide of athoveaad 
l e wh e ti , eoeiprimag tradeaaien and meeheaics. 
. IluaetaavwaelleiiieetadetacfaaMiitofthiafia* 
tmmHf ttttendiag m profeaad sUenee ^ Amerals 
el the poor, heving teichee (all fimevale em eller 
w Mill in Iteiy), eed •nrroaaded bj the laeigniaof 
death* They also distribute ebneanioog the poor» 
from a fond nawd for the porpete by this brother* 
hood of mercy* whieh k onfy oompoeed of per- 
oene of good eberecter and behariow ; end they 
eeoBMonatty fMiade the cky in the dress of their 
erder, eolieituig eherity in aid of their faade. The 
poorer members of the order when sieky ere pro* 
laiad with a physieiany and aUowed a weekly sun 
from the lands of the institntion. They hold them- 
eslf«e reedy to attend on any emergeoey ; end not 
only visit the nek, hsit cenTey them to the hospital, 
8Bd^ii4iendeed, tothesepolfihre* Even Leopold 
Umiself haa been known to bear on his shoaldem 
the eovered Mtler of the Miaericordia conveying a 
penper to the hospital ; and in the eyes of a f^* 
lanthropiat, the Uaek Teatment of the order of 
mercy most then have been even more hononraUa 
to him than the pmple of the Emperor. 

When mentioning the Miaericordia, which ree- 
kens among ila memhen so many of the ^Btit »»- 
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Kitof, I nifty Add tlmi Oim is aatdwr kuftiMiM 
m i^UBBce^cMBpoMdof ftbouttweatf af tliesiiiii 
cbfls, called the domiuoiiiiiii de Saa Mftrtino» 
wbkli Wt8 Comftded by Si AntoBUMs a beneroleiti 
AfcbbiBhop of Flerenee, in the ifteenlfa oenUtfjr, 
far 1^ ^ilaatlifiipiie parme of coliactbg and 
^giHaiKBtiiii^aiHisaiMDiigtfaedceayad ganirT^ wko'csa 
aekker woik ner wast, aoid an aafaaned ta begfi 
Laife aiHiid an llras iKatribaled weekSyamonif maaf 
wli# are ataMag under a genteel appearance^ and 
iTMld Math te laake kae^mi tbeir pofeity* Thie 
IwotlMSifioed of benen^knt i|)ie6 apon denseatia 
■lieery^ t^ eeardh for ilie retreats ef saflfeiing de*' 
Ikub^y nvlient they visit penedieally «ad lelievet. 
Mdet €ilh»Bep&venmrffogntm^ are ladiea irh« 
Eve In gttPt«t«s and neii^r go <oiit «ccept to ikm 
€Mvf ttitsB) aup€i'oei¥edk i underBtaaH aaia ea* 
taMMment aio^ prcMdes f <« aheve 6&%hxuMm. 

Trai«ilerBy as ft infttter of ooarae, represent the 
hdtiftn nelii^ity as deetitate ef eneigy and libetaM- 
if, engt w sed by trliing eoeapattons^ each -s» 
dflttcing and singing ; nay) many persons atigma^ 
lise them as degenerate^ ignorant, and dlssipatedii 
Florence certainly presents ft proof of llie i nj ostic o 
of liiese reproaohes ; for its aristocracy ^mpley* 
limeh of their time, talents, and wealth, m pro* 
iBoting dharitahle and literary institattbns, soeh ae 
I hare described. They found schools for «RitMd 
histmction,andpatroBi29eaBd eno owiag ethefineaitn 
and Hberal sciences* ¥^n I was ftt fiologna» 
AfiUm, Venice, and other cities df Italy, I was aa« 
tared from good antfctfrity, (affMrfindipeneoalin- 

• Baahfalpoor. 
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veadgAlion, unoQgst natives as weU as for^igpen), 
tbat Y«iy nany who have bemi simUarly aspersed, 
follow the same laudable course. 

In winter the society oi Florence is eieellent. 
I am told the Florentines live with mudb economy 
at home, bat the upper classes display a good deal 
of luxury in thek equipages^ and some taste in 
their country houses, many of which are elegioit 
and much preferable to their sombre Casas in 
town. Count Deonidoff, a lich but yery feeble and 
decrepid Russian, takes ^le lead in society. Tliis 
weidtiiy and affable person is said to hnye been ori- 
guially a slave ; but my Russian friend assured me 
such was not the case ; he hamg • inherited from 
his father, who was, however, of the lowest origin, 
some gold mines, which produced an immense an-> 
nual .revenue. Demidoff is now a Florentine mm- 
chant, a Russian count, and an Italian commenda- 
tore, and has m his pay a tolerable company of 
French comedians. His soirees, to which the in- 
troduction of a friend, procured me an invitati<m, 
commoice vriik a play or vaudeville, and are ex- 
tremely pfeasant. The Rpman Prince Borgfaese, 
who has tk^ Itfgest income of any Italian noble- 
man, also gives parties once a week when at 
Florence, «id spends his 50,000/. a year nobly. It 
is good policy of the Grand Duke to conciliate 
two such wealthy individuals. He renders their 
stay in his cf^ital agreeable by every means in his 
power, as the want of courtesy m the Papal Court 
fiMTced them to quit Rome, where the loss of their 
princely :«stablishmentsii severely felt, and their 
presence proportionately apprecit^ by the Flo- 
rentines* 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



DEPARTURE FROM FLORENCE. 149 

Early one morning the Baron de B— made his 
appearance in my room with a Roman Tettnrinoy 
and expressed himself Tery arndons to set off. I 
felt quite disposed to accompany him, for in the 
atreetSy at the inns, and on the promenades, one 
only meets with English people ; and as I came not 
to Florence to see my own conntrymen, I thought 
the sooner I took my departare for Rome the hot- 
ter, before they made their periodical flight south* 
When the Engliab coMmen^ migrating, the hire 
of conyeyances of e^ery description is doubled* 
and the eonntvy inns m» orowded to excess with 
thise .bicda of passage. We examined the ret- 
iqanoe eeaeb, whidb we found atxopg and.com- 
modious. The horses also looked well; but some 
Jboma alter securing our pUicQs, and eagiiging 
.*' Mo^se carosBa, " (half of the oamage) we weie 
toid |bei« were to be six inside, » conditioa I h^ 
before refected. The Tettnriao^ in order to recon- 
cile tne to this inconvenience^ said that two of the 
psssepytt were meraly pisouia bambmip (littJo 
«hiUiei^ After a protmcted negotiation, eiseiy 
thing was. arcaoged to our satisfaction, we coi^- 
isentiag to haye two Gecman artists nnd an Italiap 
Cowyt, AS *wMj^ T^ieni| tolring the oahriolet iMta 
alftprnalHy^ 

u2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

JOURKET TO ROME* 

Oeeo^ 20£A. --When (m the rood to the <« Eteiw. 
Hal Citf , " the teruiDatioB of my Cittlpitte -peve*^ 
grinfttions, I had a mvch better opportmityy dap* 
ing a joarney of six days, to judge of the memmr 
of rettoritto trareHing, than the slight initiatiaai 
which a covple of days, by the eme eenreymce, 
lirom Bologna, afforded me. I had been advked 
always to make a written agreement, and to get it 
signed by the rettnruio, withoat winch I ehonld 
certably be nnpcNwd «pon, and a. tfaoasaiid unpieasH 
ant oTents migfat happen. However, as it tiumed 
ont, although I never on any occasion acted npsa 
the welNraeant advice, I suffered no inoonfmuenee 
'from the omission. At Rome and Fleienoe the 
waiters of the principal hotels, who recommeiid Im» 
Tellers to particular yettufini, have a certain y^sltai^ 
being allowed a perquisite of apaul * on every Giown» 
or one tenth pwt, of the sum agreed upon, in oider 
to secure a continuance of their pawerfid influenoe* 
The journey is generally performed in a large roomy 
coach, holding four persons inside, and two in the 

• The smallest silTer coin current in the Tiucsa and 
Romsn State., yalue sbout 5id. ,^,,,, Google 
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'cabriolety drawn by four lionet or nralea* The vol* 
tnrino proyides tmrellers with beds at night, and 
their dinner, or more properly speaking, snppar; 
it being the erening meal, and seldimi served up 
befcNTe eight o'dock. For all this the charge is 
commonly abont two Roman ecndi or doUan, 
equal to half a Loois-d or a day. A certain ex- 
perience is reqvind to make a good agreement 
with the vettorini, as they are apt to 9sk at first 
a great deal more than the regular diaige. They 
haye no fixed days of departin«, bat start as soon 
as they can fill their vehicle. If they are not 
pnaotaal to their agreement, they f<Hfeit a deposit 
of a lew cniwnS) placed in ^ hands of (he travel- 
ler vriwtt he engages his seat. They have their 
vi|*tthar hamtSK and there is no inducing them to 
stop at any other places ; generally preferring vil- 
higes lo large towns, where the chwges are leasp 
and where travellefs sid&r in p:oportHin> 

The rate of travelling avenges about 35 miles 
a^y, as the horses go no faster than four miles 
an hour, and, when the road is up hill, at a snail's 
paea; nor is it quite safis, in all parts of Italy, 
to travel either at a very early hour of the mom- 
bg, or late at night. It is not much more ex* 
pensive for three people to join in purchasing a 
poat-chaise^ which may be found in almost every 
town, and may be afterwards sold with little loss. 
• A pair of pos^horsea, in the Roman States, in- 
dnding the postillion, do not cost more than two 
paoli and a hal( or somewhat more than a shil- 
liag a mile ; but if a rogue of a courier is engag- 
ed, he practises a general system of imposition, and 
is abet^]by every innkeeper on the road. Yet 
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^MtwMustflndiiig ks dmigreiMmf I mtW likoi 
Vettwioo titerdiiiig, as it afforded to foad an «|^ 
.ponimity.of aee^ the tmtataf. Betides» I mvi 
miidi amuaed wkh lliejeeaes aA tin iaila, aind ha- 
^eame aoqvaititad with idle hnmow and pteoliaiiaMa 
^ my feUow*paaooiiyi» wha paHook mom af the 
^AanuBter of afaiji, Jthmof atage^coach aefaailila»9ia> 
Fear modes of travaUk^ can be iaiaginnd aa aat- 
moinieal. The wfade expease matoety mtfuadn 
what the Imiig mlana would eoat mi inoa m Sof- 
ifaaid, wiilMiit leckoMtog the dbaqga for eoarayaaiyi 
jitaU. 

Nothing paiiieidttr ooenrred to «aeit8 OHr-aMMr 
iion dmwg the iiat day; and at smiaet we aimad 
«t a saiall nUBge, the naatie «f which 1 anrftlaA io 
^reeord. We had not traveled more^baa twcnlpfiMB 
fsiles, owing to the late hoar at whkh we aet oft 
jmd hmmg DeaMded in paaaing the ataap hili» a^r 
Incisa, a |»ai« oi the dmin of ^ Af^mmm. Amr 
loiher vettiua had oteftakan im on iha. iiaad» in 
^he cdbriolat of which I obaarrad Capitin tk^^ 
-Unrndof mine, and another faang Engiiahtnan. 
On our arrital at tiiia ataga, oar ae^nainlnnmi 
-with hit felbw^mvdkrB eanunenoed nndar rathtr 
-nnfavonrahie einmmataacea. Tliey eoBHatad of 'ia 
vdvooate ft^m Bok^;na, and his fttmilyt who wane 
fffoceedtng to Room in order to liafv one^^ thak 
mnnber inspected hy the Spaaiah nmhaiaadar» 
^re?ioiis to obtahung a ooanniasioa in one of Fer- 
dinand's foreign regiments ; and, seeing the i 
able acGOBdmodationa wfasoh the poor canatry 
where we were to sleep affi>ided, ihe broa 
myself secured a small room. 1 1^ called T 
to look after his own interest, which he did by pitdl- 
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CAM ALDOLI— ST BOMUALDO. 158 

iiig Qpon the best in the house ; our^ywn tcavel- 
ling coiffpniions tack the third ; and the only one 
remaining for the advoeate and his family w» 
mretdied enough, for it eraetained bat two beds to 
aeccNnmodlMe four people, one ai them a lady* 
The advoeate having blustered very much at cmt 
want of gallantry, I availed myself of the only 
node in nay power to answer his appeal, by show* 
ing Imn the room wo (the first arrived) had se- 
lected ; and then offering to give it np to the lady 
a my CMitpanion consented, but this offer was de« 
<&ody owing to the indifferent uppearaaee of our 
closet) which, thoogh dean, was small. A tc^er* 
aUe supper, however, and a (^eerfiil glass of %ht 
led wine, soon pnt the whole party in such good 
hoimoiir, that before we reared for the night, we got 
pvetty well acfoainled) and had come to a mnch 



To avoid the heat, we were again on our jonr* 
ney at «n early hoar the foUowng mwning. As 
we approadied the Apennines, I cast a longing eye 
in ii» direction of the famous Tuscan monasteries ; 
for it was my intention, had I prolonged my stay 
at Florence, to have visited the Cenobites, who 
4we]l amid the deep recesses of these mountains. 
The Abbey of Camalddi is situated in the midst 
of a vast solitude, about thirty miles east from 
Florence. It was founded in the 10th century by 
a romntic penitent (St Romualdo) on the Campo 
di Maldulo, who instituted it according to the rule 
of St Benedict ; but having seen his monks in a 
visbn ascending by means of a ladder to heaven* 
and all clothed in white, he chai^^ed the colour of 
their habit accordingly from the black of the ori« 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



154 lfILVO]r-«¥AI.]:JlMB8Qai«*-AKBZZO. 

^ind order. Nor to the English tOFidler ieit the 
least interesting as80ciatioB» that these delightfal 
ffetreats were the &yoiixite hannt of Milton danmg 
his sojovra in Ital^, and that» from the scenerj 
of Camaldoli and Vallamhrosay the exqvisite dei- 
aoiptioii of Faradiae, in the Fowth Book of his 
immoital poem, k said to have been deriyed. 

We stopped some Ume at Arezao» remarkahle for 
its aiaiqiutyoad agreeable sitnation, at the foot of 
m gently sirdjing hiM. It also cJaiBM thehononr of 
b^og Petrarch's native plaoe» his &ther having re«- 
tirad then when exiled from Flonance. Bnt th» 



embryo, poet was removed froaa it when only a 
lew mondis old, and only visited it onoe for a iem 
days in the dome of his life. Few cilies in Itdy 
boast of mora oelebmied natives than Armwn> 
nmimgat whom Gnido Aretino, who lived in the 
eleventh century, though not the best knowB» k 
not ifae least deserving of being remembered, eiqpe- 
ckllyin Italyv he having been the inventor of com* 
tarpoint, and consequently of the whole syatem of 
modem music. It is aaid that the monoayllablea 
of the SoUeggio, nt, re, ^ fii, so, la, anggeated 
themselves to his mind one evening doling the 
vesper service ; but it is more than probable that 
he was merely the restorer of the true mindple of 
die music of ancient Greece, with whidi he mi^t 
hsive become ecfuainted through sources which 
hsrve escaped modem rebearch. MaelubfieBi, ao 
celebrated (or his political writings and his history 
of Florence— -Leonard Aretino, a distinguished his* 
toiian of the 1 4th oentury«-»aad more recently Pie* 
ln> AmiiDO, the inJama w a satirist, * w«pe ahw na.* 
* Soch is the tnfluence of wit sod poUticsl gmiiMb tbtt 
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titM ef AteMo; i|FhO«, on aicmdii^ W kt diMiii 
age^ we find no Imm a diaracter than MfleeeimB en* 
rolled among her sons. Vasari^ a most pnriific acw 
lk^ and an aeato oboenrer of men, who did mora 
work tkaa all the Tuscan painten i^ Us iamBi 
iras also bom heie. Yaaari certainly was bettei 
cntiilBd to the merit of expeditioasnessy than t«^ 
the mora impertaat erne of delicacy of taste* 
Nmoshttiees palaces and chorches bear ondonbted 
proof of the superficial character of this manner-; 
isty who was more indebted to the ignorant weak- 
ness of Popes and Princes^ for the ftcttity ?rith 
whidi they i^wed him to overwhelm their do* 
nuniona idth *^ a delnge of mediocrity, executed 
iHth a aiwmeleas rapidity, " than to the intrinaie 
aierit of Ms woiks. The Mwnrs of Vasari's pen^ 
however, in his ^ lares of thi) Painters, " are now 
aere esteemed than the prodnetions of his pencil* 
la modem times Areseo has also produced Syiiedt 
iMidttgh an imitates of Alfleri^ an admirable young 
pM, and well known for his impromptu compo* 
iittoas* 

Ptoeeediag onwards, we passed several yillages» 
and were stroek with the beauty of the villas, with 

^etro Aretino was honoured, feared, and caressed by the 
greatest men of the age in which he lived. Even Leo X., 
Charlcft V^ and Francis the Firsti did not disdain to r». 
cctTe his flattery and patronise bis works, though these 
owed their chief success to their gross .licentiousness, and 
the bitterness of thdr satire. It has been related, that 
while one of the friends of this depraved author was ifisdos^ 
ing some scandalous anecdote regai:ding his sisters, who 
1^ a most dissolute life at Venice, he was so ipuch amus* 
ed at the account of their gallantry, that he fell off his 
dudr in an immoderate fit of laughter, struck his head on 
^ psvsmeat, sad expired on the spot. 
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Aek* edHnmn «iid«i«ftdM; which smbi te^foiai'die 
genenil Btyle c/i rural srehiteotnre in Tttcany; Mid 
on every side we beheld nKmiitaiiM |torted-wilh 
daks, chestnut and oliTe trees, until we eame toths 
fertile and emilng nAley of Chiana. Though tbii 
road is not so mudi ireqneated- as that of Siemay 
aad those of the north of Italy, we lacked nol 
both attfactifo and aitfasiiig oljeelB— »fine EtBgHsh 
durrii|;es, wllli jaded hacks^ by way of post-he ms ; 
old caliches, containing Italian fiimilies, jogging 
along' in a manner that betrayed their ecmwmical 
habits ; noidcs on foot, or mounted on sorry uoloaf 
kboYireta driving their oxeni^^rto, and ntce4oob« 
ing country girls in' black hats and feathery ov 
straw-boimets of their own aaai mf aBUire, wove all 
passing in rapid succession ; «[id nowhere Ad:( 
peroeiye any signs of that squalid peiverty, misery 
or disease, whidi pains the heart, and«shoGkrtha 
eye. 

The bright rays of the dedlning sun still sbemr 
upon onr)>ath, when we descried the lake of Himsi^ 
mene, the scene of Hannibal's victory over the Oobm 
sttl Flaminhis. It was too late in the evenhig when 
wte reached this spot, for us to behold mFUcb of kv 
beautiful and interesting attractions; but indeed^ 
the view we had next moniing from Perugia of the 
field of battle, is much more commanding ami «9e«' 
tensive than that from the banks of Thrasimdnus 
(now called the Lake of Perugia), where it wasw 
fouf^t. This memorable event is familiar to every 
one, from ' the descriptions of Polybkn and Ufjf 
to whose pages I refer the reader. We were here 
detained folly an hour at the Pontifical custom- 
house, and underwmt a very rigid aeacch. . > : ; 
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i '^IBm haXua Coam had a great many books, tiio 
volne of which he waa hm obliged to dq>OMt ; 
and was alto compelled to have them put iato a 
seided packet, directed to the proper d^artment at 
Rome, where his money, he was told, would be re« 
tamed to him, on the books being rscaivMi and e&« 
aimned by the Censers and Inqmsttors. Nothing 
keo stric^ prohibited in the States of the Chareh, 
as religions or phihMophioal wmIui pavtienlaily of 
the French schooL 

. A seramble, similar to that of die previons nightf 
sgafaittoeli place, when we saw the wretched ao» 
esmflMidasion of the inn at Passignano, where ee« 
nanl earriages had arrired before na ; bnt here . 
Ihe poor Count fared worst, hr he had only a 
sfaigle mattram laid down Isr his «se in the ceirio 
dor. While we were i^ aapper, an English haakf 
sanved ;. bnt hew or where they were accemmodat* 
ed, I cannot imagine. We now snmmoned ons 
vettorino, and msisted that he shoald take as in 
fittne to large towns eyery night, which he pro* 
Boisedto do, and finthfidly kept his word, know* 
11^ that hie buona mono (a crown or two for him<* 
i^) woald have been forfeited had he failed in 
Us engagement. 

I imve already mentioned, that a sleeping apart^ 
mmitto one's sdf is a Inxnry seldom met wi^ 
en this side the Alps. The Baron and I got acconn 
modated in a donble*bedded room, but the absence 
of a mirror proved a sonrce :of some amnsemenfti 
Having desired the cameri^ (a raw, stapid* 
looking kd) to procnre mie for as that I might 
shave-*-*^ Non ce, Signore, " (There is none), wsa 
his reply; soaalfaadociasioBaUykmaaagedtheia* 
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dispeiMMMe openiaon wttboat a refleoMry ind Wn 
alroady lathered, I began to nee my raacMr, st wd i 
mg opposite to a circle -which my oompanimi had 
described with his poicil on the wall. la tlw 
mean time, the cameri^ had returned wxdi a 
towel, and to his horror and dismay saw me Ofie* 
rating on my chin with as much apparent factor 
as if I had been placed before a lookBD^-ghMt« Tlie 
Baron, seeing him stave wildly, and wishing to 
carry on the joke, told him I was an English aer* 
cerer, which the poor booby mast have believed, 
for he made his escape as fast as he eoold down 
stairs, devoutly malong the sign of the cross, and 
mattering, as he disappeared** Jlo^ / Gem Ma* 
ria! che cattwa gente sono ifavesHeri ! ** (What 
a bad set those foreigners are ! ) and nothing after* 
wards could induce the fellow to carry my poit- 
BBantean to the carriage, or even to tonchk. Nay, 
he gave a more convincing proofed his reluctance to 
come in contact with me, as he ftoled to apply for 
Ub customary perquisite. Having no induceneat 
to prolong our stay at such quarters, by itmr o'doek 
in the moniing we were seated in ^ vefttaia, to 
the iauneri^re's great delight, who wished in*» 
buon viaggio with all his heart, sincerely piayn^, 
I suppose, never to see my face agun. 

After a pleasant drive along the bai^s of ihm 
lake, we reached Perugia about nine o'clock, in 
time for breakfast. During five hours whidi wa 
spent here, we had an opportunity of ^irMwmiwg 
the ancient walls, which surprised and interested 
me no less than those of Cortona, which we had 
visited the day before. Some of these walls are ttOi 
very high, and in esBeUtDtpreservatMNi. Theyava 
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\iiaaXt oi bipe pol^faaHicic wemented h\9^ ^ 
tSUme, belojogiog to the rude Cydopic or Tyfln-^ 
thian style^ specimens of which may be BtiU found 
at OrTieto and Yiterbo. Remains of ijiese £tras» 
caa walls haye also been discoTered at Yolteiray 
Fle6ol% and other parts of ancient EtmriA* These 
blocks aiie generally of different sizes, and oftea . 
indeBtedy or dore-tailed^ into each other, fonnifig 
such solid masses of mastmry, that they haye bee^ 
oipablo of resisting the tear and wear of more than 
twenty-five centuries. Many of the Etruscan vasei^ 
medals, and household utensils, wliich h^iTo bee^ 
dug ffom the ruins of those ancient cities, are exr 
hibited in one of the cabinets of the Florentine 
gallery, and are most precious relics in the eyes of 
tbe.arclisBologist and the antiquarian, hafi^g bo* 
longed to the most ancient people in Europei tbo 
Etrnri^asK said to have been originally Lyduinii 
who leU Asia to colonize this proviiice. ^ 

There are several fine sheets in Perugia, parti* , 
cul^ly a very broad one in front of the dathediAl 
lenninated by an dd fountain, which is omamentt 
fd with statues* But, in general, they are nar^ew 
an^ isT«§n]ar^ and many of the palaces and coti<^ 
^ents in the place are falling to ruin. It would be 
tiresome to mention the nnmi»er of its churches 
eoniainiag picturos, which are chiefly by Pietro 
Vanimccif RaphaeFs master, better known by the 
name of il Pemgino. Of the works we saw, G68« 
of VigiioWs architecture was the most curious. 
It is ooBstructed of four stories, only one of which 
appears above ground, the other three being sub* 
teiranean. At San Lorenzo^ (the cathedral), there 
if a i|iarria^e. of the Virgin by Perugino, in his 
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166 PAlNTINOS^ST FKAMCIS* 

fiignoKllu Bat Ibe ftmoiu Barocdo-'a painler 
wbo eDdeaTonred to unite the design of lUplmri 
with tlie colouring of Connegio— ^has been r»^ 
■M>fed, and a copy sent to replace it. In the ohh 
naateiy of the Benedictines, there are some of 
Raphaere earliest prodnetions, several of Pemgi- 
ton's best works, and two good specimens of & 
Bologn^se school, by Albano. 
' We next stopped at the village of Madonna degfi 
Angeli, at the foot of the hill of Assisi, in the 
midst of an agreeable and pictnresqne conrtry, 
where I saw the most appropriate memorial of Sc 
Francis, the hnmble cottage in which he on^ re* 
sided. It is now converted into a diapel> over 
which IHdladio has reared nn elegant church. TUf 
^ taint dedicated his life to piety, meditation, and 
fw i an ce, trusting, by his exemjrfary coodact, to 
obtain the &voar of Hettren. He is aceosed «£ 
^ hiving encouraged some pious frauds, such as the 
Seraphic vision; but though he carried his en«* 
thasmsm to a pitch of extravagance, he ought 
not to be blamed for all that is attributed to 
him. He was a zealous good man, and the cham- 
pion of reform, at a period when ** the Churdi 
triumidiant'' needed it the most. His followers 
pofened poverty, obedience, and self-^enis^ int 
imitation of the apostle^, whose lives they w«i« 
enjoined to consider as their- model. An order, 
profes^g such prindples, and holding out no 
earthly inducements for wealthy, inddent, or haugh* 
ty churchmen, has increased since that period (the 
18th century) to upwards of 100,000 members, 
occupying 6000 convents in diffafent parts of En- 
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Ta kf ite di«rali> » M«!iied 
hrn'muae leaiiied •»«% «nonf»t wiom were iflj^ 
.CfliP^mb and five Popes, iackidnig tlie;oM>rttei 
^Bextan Qnintw, lod Uie no kM Qpriglt««iid !#• 
M«Md GangaiMyi (damefit XIV*) Suite Ottn^ 
:lhe i»ftteiii|Mnii7 •£ £k I%itfiei% who a nAtt^^ 
Anni, ioBftitoted an dtder for women of tlie 
OMuo nddt mooe cfliUed Poor Ckrety or the eecodL 
order* A third bas IMcewise bemi institQied, for 
futmmm4ii botk-Mzes^ married or mgle^tlmng vk 
llie wotidy but miked by eertaia nilee and exeflN> 
diaa ^of pielf , compatiUe with a seeidar states 
l&oagh not booiid by aay TOW or preoepC 
• » 'Elm meat mflritoriovs irotarwo of St FnotoA are 
ik» Smwm Gmea of Fiaiideis, and the SiBvtn 4^ 
ia Chaaii6 of Fraace, who. aaako vowa dl ptfrorty, 
ebaetiay, and obedieneey dearotiDfrthemidLv^ toiha 
len^o^of the slok in hoepkal^ and^to iiee tho 
fNv#erltil language of a French anthor, 

, « Qui pour soulager le xnalheur seul connaisent \9, . 

tendresse, 
' 'Et -an. besoin ^u -veiel-Bge hnmolflnt teur jeanesse.** * 
1 ' inw-» - . 

IQMf^.ll^kea voluntary sacnfico of their yontH 
beaii^ and time^ to comfort and attend, up^ 
tbek . nnfortmiate fellow-creaturee* in thoea tni^ 
{^raUo abodes of disease and pain, the sight of 
whi^h cannot bnt be reyolting to their sex. The 
bothers of the Order employ their whole time in 
f^ttending lunatics and sick persons. £very one 
H^Q hM, fisited hospitals in Catholic conntriesi 

• << Who only feel happy while alleviating iiH9fortun«^ 
and to the wants 6f old age sacrijfice their youth. * 

\ ■ •' -Kg 
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iOS TACT OF »AVmMOVh*-<SU1PVMSVS. 

mam h»r^ obMr^ed dote ^^nkntknipie ham^tM 
lirothe» vaertmag their MHife CiirMaii dntki ; 
end heve fete how mvcb Innwi^t^ w badtk i md e» 
4hMe heoefdfliitiBdindvdiy idbo pe» their Ht^eift 
ihe eoDsteal predice of adflraoBtering to the waali^ 
•ad eomfortiDg the distreaMS, of their fellow menu 
It is hero wertfay of remark^ that the ScMirs dlb 
h Chirite alone, of all the monastie ordeie, wm» 
aot dissolfed aad^r the late Imperial govemmeiit^ 
and that, in e^ery hoaintal, they were to hei 
M^ve atteadanoe upon the side vad 
French soldiery. No one codd bettmr < 
the ** princ^ile of utility '' than Napoleon. 
-. It was so late when we got to FoKgne^ thai wm 
were nnahle to judge of any tlung but the* iaH| 
which is one of the beat in Romagaa ; and tJbe ex>» 
ceUent Akatieo wine we drank ^ere, iaapiind as 
with a recy iironrable opinion of the n B ighh< i» » 
ing vineyards. No travelier onght ta omit 
ing the foontain of fithnlons virtae» and the 1 
tifiil little Corinthian temple of Clitnmnns, 
the Flaminian Way, which, iadqtendently «f ks 
supposed classic antiquity, has a peculiar daim to 
the attention of Engluhmen, from the drcnmstaaoa 
of its hsLrmg been celebrated in prose and vetae bf 
Addison and Byron. This fane ** of small andide* 
Ucate proportion, ** consists of a basement almost 
coYored by the << mild dedivity " of the sloping 
hill, and of a superstructure, faaTing a fn^e <Mm» 
mented with four columns. Of these, two aw 
twisted in spiral fluting-^the others are mdiar pi^ 
lasters than columns, with barbarous imftadona «£ 
Corinthhm members. Therefore, although the 
scenery around be delightful, the site happily 
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» and the gnnti «AKtt)f the IMo tenifib 
Iterif cxco g d ingl y fneefii), grMt dodns nmy hb 
€DtBttttiiied of the dMsietl antiquity of Ha «kt» 
gia. Spoklo^ tbe iMxt caii0idei»Me town w« 
Wflhed » Imb few remmm of ifaat aiid«iit im^ 
jufiMMd wlrieb it dk^ayed wlies it o<iiitatii«d 
the Cmm «f tbe Gothic King Tfaeodoric Thb 
raiaa of tbe Tesiple of Concord are now coniPert-> 
^ into a convent. I wHs amoaed witb tbeansw^r 
«f ^vff ciceroBO to an iHqniry of one of the Qef^ 
mte artists, **' Of what order are tbose marble 
tfeiaimia? ^'^^^ IfraH sono deUopdhw di San A- 
gotOnof** * aaid tbe I^iaa, witb Honicb simplidty, 
aHBtaiciiif tbe qneation aa referring to tbe mder of 
vonln, instead of tbat of tbe arcbitectBre of some 
-mniilited tbalfes ki tbe ebi«rdi. An ngly old arch^ 
eaUed tbe Gate of Hannibal, ia p ro a crved, to oom^ 
fnamonte tbe refmlse wbicb tbe Cartbaginian ge- 
asn^ ie aaid to inve snstained alter tbe dna^rotia 
battle of Tbrasimenna ; this ruin, bowe?er, oTident* 
ly belongs to tbe arts of the middle ages. Spoleto 
heii^ tbe birthplace ef tbe present Pont^, Leo XIL, 
be Ins ordered a gate to be constracted at tbe lower 
mtnmce to tbe town, which will form a splendid 
oentmst to die otiier ndned arch of so doubtfn) an 
eflgin* 

Tbe meantaia La Somma begins a few miles 
firefly tbe town of Spoleto. It is one of the 
biggest points of tbe Apennines, and derires its 
aame from a temple erected npon it to Jnpiter- 
S«nmam». We took soFeral bonrs to reach the 
aammit, which we gained by a steep ascent pretty 

m ic. Xh9 monks «r«oC the Older of St Avgattiai.'* ' 
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"144 .«mm^-«if» c^Bcmsm^ 

««Hw«Mid. Tht fmt am Udf mA 
•MoifA wci« fsiliftg orer flie rade rseko^ wfaicli obp* 
ivttiided u like luisls tbttt riaa an daybreak fton Ike 
«tf eyt* T4m oecatienal gtinpaca vkieh we hmi mi 
•hmgB U«dw -of Mhialoaa Make, aad tke irraiii of 
neualaksy pieeeBted a chaea wkich eimld aiwroaly 
be said to afipertain to any apecific elUmea^ > Bat 
M otker times oar Tiew was ciottpletaly obstrae^ 
'«d* After desoeMliag iktt weatsnt dedtvitop, we 
traveUed tor some time threeigk nvewaes of treee, 
^XA we reaehed Tenii, the kirth-place of Taotvt, 
trbiek is aitwtted in acbamung valley, between two 
.branches of the river Nen^ Without stofqwig to 
admire. eiskfaer the mina of ito aaaeot temylee and 
ramphitheattes^ or its handsome modem b<iiUin|^ 
We imme^atdy hized a carriage and poe th e m esy 
to view the celebrated cascade. 

The drive fh>m Terni up to the viUage» and 
.from thenok to the waterM, mast be laoaibeted 
.with pleasare by aU who have ever vib]ied:sadi 
romantic scenery. In less than two bonta wia got 
to the cilnal» wUch was cat oat of the solid -rock 
^y M. Corins Deotatnst the waqmmoi of PynfmSy 
to preserve the valley of Rieti (the country of 
the ancient Sdbines) from occasional innndatieii, 
by thus giving vent to the waters of the Lake of 
Laco, which ofteA overflowed its beaks. The 
Velino rushes into the Nera, and forms the frur- 
inned ^ Cascata del Marmore. '* 

Few places, even in Italy, are more romaalic 
and picturesque than the cascade of Teini. It is, 
iiowever, neither the quantity of water nor the 
(leight of its fall which constitute its sublimity — 
bnt^ Kke tiHty cataract^ it must be seen to ha ap- 
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BYROS'S I>E8CRIPTH>ir. Wi 

preeiflled ; for wlnit deterip^oii ' can fomaMy coo* 
▼ey an adequate idea of a scene considered one af 
tbe finest in Europe? Byron has probably ^ 
proacbed the nearest to reality ; and althaogh liis 
description mnst be familiar to my readers, I cao* 
not reaiBt the impulse of engrafting it into my 
sketches : 

M The roar of waters !— lirom the headlong height 
Telino cleaves the wave-worn precipice ; 
The fall of waters ! rapid as tbe light 
The flashing mass foams, shaking the abyss ; 
The hell of waters ! where they howl, and hiss. 
And boil, in endless torture : while the sweat 
Of their great agony, wrung out from this 
Ttieir Phlegethon, curls round the rocks of jet 

That gird the gulf around) in pitiless horror set, 

And mounts in spray the skies, and thence agaia 
Returns in an unceasing shower, which round. 
With its unemptied cloud of gentle rain. 
Is an eternal April to the ground. 
Making it all one emerald : — ^how profound 
Tbe gulf! and how the giant element 
From rock to rock leaps with delirious bound, 
Orushing the cliffs, which, downward worn and vent 
With his fierce footsteps, yield in chasms a fearful Teia 

To the broad column which rolls on, and shows 
More like the fountain of an infant sea 
Tom from the womb of mountains by the throea 
Of a new world, than only thus to be 
Parent of rirers, which flow gushingly, 
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fit NAB]n-*-T9£ APJBIV1I1N86. 

With miny windiofs, tbityugh the vale t— look had^ I 
. Lo i where it comes like ao eternity^ 

Aft if to ftweep down aU things in its tracks 
Charoiipg the eye with dxeadf^-^ xoatchless cataractr 

Horribly beautiful ! " 

The best view of the fall k decidedly to be had 
from below, in the yalley of the Nera, where 
the tumult of waters are seen descending with 
infinite grace and yelocity, forming three, dif- 
ferent cascades, every one more lovely than the 
other. We were fortunately in time to observe 
the last rays of the setting sun on the waters, equal- 
ling in brilliancy and variety of tint the celestial 
Iris. We afterwards beheld it from a temple, built 
on a promontory for that purpose, on the upper 
banks. Abundance of wild flowers gi*ow luxuriantly 
on all sides ; but trees do not flourish well, owing to 
their proximity to the spray which rises from the 
cascade. We passed a couple of hours in strolling 
about, — here a most delightful occupation, — enjoy- 
ing at every step new points of view, amidst a 
scene idee an enchiuited wilderness, with wood, 
water, and mountain, in the wildest and most pic^ 
turesqne* combination of uncultivated nature. 

We set off at an early hour next morning, and 
§oon after reached Nami, a small town which pre- 
sented nothing remarkable, except the ruins of a 
magnificent bridge, said to have been construct- 
ed during the reign of Augustus. A couple 
of leagues beyond Nami, being the last link 
of their lengthened chain, we bade farewell to 
the Apennines* While descending amid the 
inequalities of the ground, so thickly covered 
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wilh wood^ it wm diAcidt aet to imagiBe our- 
•elFes in the depths of a forest ; the road windiag 
by deep mTines, by fittddem and abnipt heights, 
with rocks and chanBUs in yaried shapes, present* 
ing wild, yet highly picturesque scenery. On o«r 
way we met an escort of carabineera conducting 
seTOB banditti, who, we were told, had lately com-* 
mitted several robberies in the neighbourhood ; and 
a more appropriate spot than that where we weie^ 
could not be selected for such a purpose. As they 
were coming from Rome, they had probably been 
already tried and condemned to the galleys, or to 
work on the forti^caUons of Ancona, the place qi 
their destioaticm. 

Next morning we crossed the Tyber, orer a fine 
tfaree-*arched bridge of Roman construction, vHiicb 
was repaired by Sextus Qnintus. It divides Ura-» 
bria from Sabina, into which we now entered. A 
great part of this day we \\^ walked anudst beauti* 
ftd ofive-grores ; but as we advanced further, vine* 
yards appeared, and the soil, fertile and well cul- 
tivated, abounded in corn. 

At the frightful abyas of TrigUa, we passed 
another bridge of amassing hdght, built over a 
tremendous ravine. A dreadful storm, accompa- 
nied with thunder and lightning, succeeded by 
heavy ndn, which lasted more than two hours, 
compelled us to take shelter at Civila Castdlanai 
and when the weather cleared up towards evwN 
k^, it was too late to go any farther. We there* 
fore wdered supper and beds, both of idiich weto 
infinitely better than could have been expected, aa 
accommodation was to be provided for upwards 
of tlurty people who sat down together* 
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188 . CITITA CASTELLANA*— BAGCAMO. ! 

Th«re is eveiy reason to suppose^ dwt CiTits 
Castenana, was not Falerinm, whicb some writers 
insist on fixing here, but the ancient city of Veil, 
which, eyen at an advanced period of Roman his- 
tory, like a second Troy, sustained a ten years siege, 
before sorrendering to Camillns. Its eitaatioa on a 
rock, the locality and other corroborative circum- 
stances, agree with the accounts given of it by Ro- 
man historians ; although it is pretended, on the 
faith of an inscription lately discovered, that Veii 
stood on the Cassian Way, about two miles from 
Isoia Famese. The town contains a handsome 
square and fountain ; also a few churches scarcely 
worth seeing ; but its bridge, citadel, and sevend 
remains of a&dent architecture, are curious and 
interesting. We availed ourselves of a serene bloe 
sky which followed the storm, to view the pictur- 
osque neighbourhood of this romantic and beauti- 
ful town, which has not only an air of antiquity^ 
but stupendous natural scenery to recommend iu 
• Although impatient in the afternoon of the fol* 
lowing day, to reach the ancient capital of the 
Christian woi!d, we were compelled to Htap at 
the indifierent inn of Baccano, where the fare was 
bad and the people uncivil ; but our horses requiiv 
ed to be attended to. Attached to this inn, a solitary 
house on the dreary Campagna, where the effects 
of the malaria are easily seen and severely felt, 
there is a small chapel ; and, as it was Sunday, an 
M Greek bishop offered his services to celebrate 
■HHs; but the ceremony was so long, I did not 
•lay till the end of it, having received a summons 
|o partake of an omelette and mutton chop. 

As we advanced towards Rome, we perceived 
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THE CAMPAGNA* 169 

Tery few trees ; but at intervak the raioe of tombf 
and aqaeducts, which may now be said to com* 
pose a soil mingled with the wreck of empires. 
No rich crops are to be seen in this wild region ; 
there is nothing but barren herbage, or, occaaioDaUyi 
rank grass, under which some traces. of ancieni 
culture are yet perceptible. No villages, few 1ft* 
bonrers, no herds of cattle, or even flocks of birdsi 
can be found in the midst of the general desolation* 
Some dilapidated and uninhabited liarm-houses ap- 
pear, alike deserted by proprietors and peasants $ 
and the absence of dl signs of life make this the 
▼ery abode of gloom, as if no one had ventured to 
possess themselves of a . territory once cultivated 
by the masters of the world. . The mmd is apt ta 
be misled by first and erroneous impressions, in 
such a spot as the Campagna. 

M The 6e1ds of freedom, faction, fame and blood, 
> Here a proud people's passions were exlial'd. 
From the first hour of empire in the bud. 

To that where further worlds to conquer fail*d« " 

At a short distance from Baccano, on the summit 
of a bill, '' Ecco ! " the all-important << Ecco/' wm 
repeated by many voices, when we descried the 
cupola of St Peter's, the gorgeous diadem of Pen* 
ttfical Rome, the plain of Latium, and the distant 
windings of the Tyber ; but 1 could not look en th« 
scene without much emotion. As we gradually dis» 
covered new objects of admiration, our enthusiasm^ 
reached the highest pitch, expecting in a few boom 
to be within the Eternal City, the wonder of all mo* 
dem travellers. . Even our horses and their dnrer 
seeo^d to have acquired fresh vigour, the neacer 
they approacbed towards their destination* . On 
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176 PONTE MOLLE^-ROHC. 

|MwiDg the tower of the Ponte Molle (Pons Wif* 
viiit), the scene of Constantine's victory over 
MaxentiuSy which was also that of Christianity over 
Paganisniy we again crossed the Tyber, and rolled 
akng the roogh pavement, passing some chnrcbesy 
casinos, and an albeigo ; the churches being sntel^ 
and chiefly hnilt over the cites of reported ■liw* 
des. The featnnis of the approach to Rome are 
on a grander scale, and more interesting, than the 
immediate vidnity of either London or Paris; 
and we had ample compensation for the want of 
the prim, sprace-looking houses, and their small 
gmss-plots, with neatly oat bfliz-walk% flanked 
hy crocnsses and tulips, of the fumer; (nt the 
Ugh dead wallsy and formal avenues, of the lat* 
ter. At the gates, a phalanx of papal soldiers 
and customhonse-ofEioerB impeded ov p rogres s ; 
and although we exhibited a " lasda passare, " * 
provided hy the most expmenced traveller of out 
party, the preliminary ceremony of examination 
and registration occupied nearly an hour; for his 
Holiaem's scrihes were not very ^miliar with Euj^ 
Uah and German namesy and required sooia aa« 
mstanca in their orthography. However, the ex« 
asdnatien of the Porta del Popolo made up for the 
inevttahle delay to which we submitted. The pro* 
poitieiBs of this work are harmonious and well coa* 
daeted. Th»detmls have probably less merit thaa 
might be expected from the architecture of Michael 
Aafpdo and Bermini ; but its appearance altogether 
is not unworthy of the grand entrance of Nor» 
them Europe to its ancient capital. 

* A separate passport, certifying the correctneM of the 
usual trnvelfiag credeatifils. ^ , 
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PQBTA D£L POPOLO. 171 

Tb6 tet dmrdi teen on the left haad, la Ma- 
donna del PopokH does honmir to Bnonarotti** 
design, and was executed by Vignohu The Piaa- 
z»f which 18 of a triaDgular form, preseata an ap« 
pearanee similar to UuU; of the permanent scenea. 
of Olympic theatres. Two twin churches divide 
^e fttteeta, three of whidi braadi off from an 
Egyptian obelisk, their common centre ; and froaa 
the Porta del Popolo they hare an admirable ef- 
fect. X)ne of these streets is the Corso, the Bond- 
Street of Rome, with its palazzos and equipages, 
fiyalliog the Piazza di Spagna, as the great resort 
of the English. The Piazza del Popolo was then 
undergoing some alterations, to prepare it for the 
accustomed inundations of the Sunday evenings — a 
favourite Roman summer amusement. Designs 
for the embellishment of this square were furnish- 
ed by Harrison, an English architect, who is still 
ali^e, I believe, though very far advanced in years. 
He was in Rome during the pontificate of the il- 
lustrious Ganganelli, * from whom he had the ho- 
nour of receiving a gold medal on his election aa 
& member of the Academy of St Luke. 

Doganieri were appointed to escort us either to 
the customhouse, or our hotel. We preferred the 
former, and, while our baggage was undergoing a 
still more rigorous examination^ we spent half an 
hour agreeably, in examining its fa9ade and fine 
fluted Corinthian columns, which support an archi- 
trave, frieze, and cornice, of Grecian marble — part 
of the open portico of a temple erected to Anto- 

• Clement XIV., so well known in tbis country by bis 
admirable Letters, and throughout Europe by hissuppres* 
nonof the Jesuits. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



172 Damon's HOTEL. ^ 

sinus PIqs. I was so nradb pleased widi the 
appearance of Monsieur Damon's hotel in Via 
della Croce, and besides having been paiticuUiriy 
recommended to go there, that I was induced, 
as well as my English fellow-trayellers, to engage 
apartments in it ; and I had erery reason to be 
pleased with the accommodation during my stay 
in Rome. 
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CHAPTER VU- 

BOM£. 

pcTossB S7/iS.-~THS morning after our wriral 
^ cofMoitaiion was held, m order to decide oo the 
best mode of empioyiag our time duriag the day. 
One voted for St Peter*fi-*-tbe Fonim Romanam — 
ibe Pantheon ; another handed us over to the care 
of onr Goide-books ; while a third would eaU m. 
Ihe assistence of a regular cicerone, generally ceo* 
^ered the most essentiid peiBonage in the suite 
of an English trafeller in Italy. FkiaUy» how* 
erer, we came to the reeolntiosi not only of dss* 
pensing' with the senrices of the kst imfHMftaBi 
<9pendage9 hut even of Cavaliers Nibby and Vasif 
and Mis Marianne Starke, conwoed that ne 
small part of the pleasure of explodng those c)as« 
aic ruins must consist in finding tiiem out» guidedL 
meiely by our own recoUectiona^ and by Nardim'a 
boma Anticha. The discovery of rwnarkable 
places, sacred and profane, thus beeomes infimt^y 
more interesting than when we are indebted to 
the constafit prompting of dome parrot^Kke attend- 
ant, who, in his peculiarly tiresome and mono- 
tonous strain, injures the effoa of the ff u n d esl ob- 
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174 PIAZZA DI 8PAOKA. 

jects by sbcb intemiptions as these : ** Eeco, S^ 
nore ! questo d il Tempio della Pace. " *^ Vedi 1 
r Arco Tito. " • Throwing aside, therefore, erery 
other incumbrance but a plan of the city, we salHed 
forth, resolving to commence our researdies every 
morning at nine o^clock, and to take full scope 
till five, which we decided should be our regnkr 
ora di pranzo. f , By adhering to this plan during 
my stay, I accomplished H great deal in one moiicfa, 
devoting my erenings to public amusements, and 
such society as my introductions procured me. 

We felt delighted with the novelty of the soene^ 
lit so diarming a season of the year. The refresh- 
ing and enlivening tramontanaof October, with an 
effiilgent blue sky, and the satisfaction wbi(^ every 
one experiences when just arrived at n new pltce, 
and that place Rotne, had produced an extraor* 
dinary degree of excitement. Hurrying over break- 
fiist, we soon found ourselves in the Ftaxxm dl 
Sps^a, the principal square in Rome, which is 
adorned with the fountain of la Barcaccia, and sup- 
plied from the unrivalled Aqua Vergine, and wfafeh 
has lost nothing of its origmal purity. Thitf foun- 
tain, as its name imports f is in the form of a bent, 
and sponts water like a Triton. It was eatecvted 
by the elder Bernini, and had sufficient attraction to 
detain us for a short time from the summit of the 
steps opposite to it, which we soon afWasoendsd, 
thinking we could not commence our rambles bet- 
ter dian by taking, from the Monte Kncio, ft ge« 

• « See, l%r! that is the TempU of Peace. " ** Ob-. 
serve ! this is the Arch of Titus**' 
f Dinner-time, 
f Foontain of the Bttfc. 
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Mai fiew of Ae grand theatre of our projected 
Tints. 

Beginning with the spot on which we stood, the 
Obelisk, one of the many Egyptian monuments of 
art resetted from obliyion, * terminates and crowns 
whi^ might hare been one of the noblest flights of 
stairs in Italy, for the steps are ample, with an ex- 
tensire sweep; bat the whole is too frequently 
sabdinded by landing-places, or little squares, sur* 
nmnded by balustrades. There are so many breaks 
and other incongruities apparent, that the general 
efiect is entirely destroyed. The church of Tri- 
iQita del Monte, and the adjoining conrent of San 
Vicenzio di Fftula, are perched on the Monte Pin- 
eio, and look pretty well at a distance ; but, on a 
closer inspection, their architecture is discovered 
to have too much of the modem Italian style, and, 
what is worse, the buildings are gaudy and white- 
washed* 

Modem Rome recalls in the most vivid and 
impressive manner all the earlier and more last* 
log asoodatiottS connected with our school-days 
or subsequent studies. Every ancient name we 
hear is quite funiliar to us ; the shattered porticos, 
broken arches of bridges and aqueducts, fallen 
cehmns, crumbling walls of overthrown temples, 
mutilated triumphfd arches and massive ruins, in- 
termingled with some of the most splendid edifice^ 
in Europe— all furnish subjects of the most intense 
interest. Seating ourselves under the trees in the 
delightfol avenue in front of the Villa Medici, at 

* It had been found in the Circus of Sollust, and wm 
erected on this ipot by Pius VI. 
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fnmott and er^ tiiice tke iviga cf Xaw».XI|(ii , 

die French academy, we admired the gtaadeor mf 
Urn furrouAding scexte. Alttiaugh Boise in aume 
respects now resembles other cities, it still |Nn^ 
aerves a peculiarity of character; for where elsA ew 
be foand a umilar mixture of magnificent wodem 
architectttre with crumbling but classic ruinsr*4roai| 
its chaste and elegant Pantheon to its Gothic waU% 
or from the Egyptian spoils it posscssas to tha war 
blime cupola erected by Buonarotti, on a strvctvua 
which eclipses all that noodem art has aciueved ? . 

What a contrast do the frail memorials of , oac 
times present to die iaunortal struetuves ai ^iha 
Greeks and Romans ! And how unatthstaatial ia 
the present state of the arts, when compared with 
the dignity and stability of their grand edifiisea^ 
which seem of an aUuioBt indeslructibla aafeopa^i 
tt is impossible to behold the awful gnadeur af 
the yenerable piles which the genius of JQLepnbf 
lican and Imperial Rome haa left us^ wilboKt 
having our feelings deeply intesestad by tbur v»h 
fading enchantments 1 If the tespples, odeons, mti. 
theatres of Greece,, were in better taste thaa tlia 
public edifices of Rome, the lataor wave moraaik^ 
merous, costly, and colossal. They abounded aM 
0¥er the empire, even in the provincial towns smi 
i^olonies ; while the capital itself waa literally stud* 
dad with tea]|>les, batha^ amphitheatiaa» a^pMdiwts^ 
circi» basilicse, and curim ; either built at the es^ 
pensa of her emperors, <ur of private wealthy citH 
eens, or carried from conqqerad kingdoaia by bar 
victorious generals. 

There are now yery few remains left of the re- 
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tlenUr woik *-oftlie Republic ; bnt H appean that 
^tHi Roman eharacter, in point of tastev was then^ 
infMier to their wealth and vanity. Oratory and- 
the aword, eloquence and the art of war, weie- 
tlMfir only acquirements, being the easiest steps to 
pcpwer and greatness. No country in Enrope haa 
experienced greater vicissitndes than Italy, once 
tlie^ mifltreBs of the world. By the encroachment of' 
bttiAiaroiis nations, she lost the greater part of her* 
tmvtories ; and the remainder was split into a raw 
riety of governments, which hare now few vestiges 
of Roman power or grandeur. She thus presents^ 
at every step, noble structures, ruined by the merci* 
lesa soldiers of Alaricand Genseric, who, however^ 
unlike the reformers of modem times, waged war 
•V the inhabitants, and then* magnificent civic edi- 
fices, but spared the temples of God. Yet even 
aittidst the wreck of empires, it is still evident tha^ 
the Eternal City owes its most lasting celelmty to 
arehitecture. 

¥MS» and viaeyBida now occupy part of the 
spate wiUiin tiie w^s. Rome is yet grand in its 
decay ; and every impartial observer must allowy 
that its Pontift, from the middle ages to the pre- 
sent day, have done much to restore the arts. Mo'< 
deni Rome has benefited by their exertions, rimost 
as Bitieh as ancient Rome suftred from the inva-* 
9ttitm», coBflagrattens, and deetraction of Grauls and 
Godis ; and infinitely more than firom the boasted 
extntions of recent invaders. The modem Gaule 
vawit thea" patronage of the arts, when in posses- 

* A mode of building in brick, by laying them not on 
their faces, but on theif angles, so that each brick present. 
sd a dismoUd thape to the eye. 
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sbnof^defenc^ewStadMoftheC&Qitcii. Th&f 
oertainly caused a few pillan and statttcs to be dmg- 
cNit of the niinB of templee, and made some a «e a 
Ttttio&B, in search of more rare objects of plttsdar* 
They eren remofed Pon^j's statue fimn the 
Palusso Spada, at the expense <tf an arm dotng 
its transit^ to the Colisevm, in Mder to gel i^ the 
tragedy of Julias Cnsar for the ammeneMit ^ the- 
ivffiaa Republican soldiersw They also gwiied tb» 
Vatican, the Capitol, and many privmie palaoea of 
their finest pktitres and statnes, to enrich the Louvre; 
bmt they omit to mention baring destroyed Da»#l 
di Yolterra's fresco of the Descent from the Craas^ 
in the Chardi of te Trinita del Monte, which mi 
one of the three finest pictarss ui the world. 

Nothing strikes, a stranger more p o w ei f ttUy lha» 
the beanty of the Roman females ; and, when gasMgr 
on their faces and forms, of such traascettdeai 
lordiness, reminded of the Lncretias and ViEgiaiaa 
of ancient Rome, we are apt to exclaim, thai sttsh 
wire the women whoae beaaity caased Tm^m to 
ho driven from hia kingdom^ and Appina im m^m 
prisett! 

Among the many noble works of the Romans^ 
their Aqncdnets fbrsopplying the city with ^ta ts s^ 
hronght from the neighbonrii^g and evee iKstaal 
■Bovtttaine, over a spacer in some instaiwsi ef 
iily oriles, were HaB Biost sabslaMally uaeMaaii 
ornamental. Seme authors have reckoned hmh 
teen aqueducts ; but Frontinos, an exeellent aa<* 
thority, only treau of nine, which existed daring 
the reign of Trajan. It is imagined that the Ro- 
mans were then ignorant of the well-known prin- 
ciple of hydraulics, that watiar fiads its level« 6«i 
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Hmm h a pm iig i in Pliiiy»* ^noted bf Dr Adai% 
wUch aeems w ixMUcate that they w«re not una- 
WMi» of 40 ciffcmnBtapce* To other caosesy there* 
f09%9 IMMI be attributed their not acting ly^a it» 

The eiSabenmee of v^ter became the peat of 
hfif chuiag |he wan of the middle agea» wheak 
wMt veffkNW mie depQpMl<^ted> and became doi* 
Mit wmttm aad manihea, Subaeqaeatly, splendid 
liWrtaina wcbq erected iit Ilome» M|p|(Ued by 
A%«a ]Pelice» and Aq/^ Vergiae* which latter re^ 
Mbm the Piaaaa Novoufki where tl^re is f^ mag* 
aificaat Ibaa^w, flormoimted by an obelisk* and 
QaMmenfted by emUems^tic cplosaal statues of the 
fewr fnacifal rirers i« the worid* As a aabetitute 
lor (he awim»chMi» the modem Bomaaa amns^ 
thamclfiw in this iqiiare on Snnday eveaiiigs in 
Avgiiitt w&lb a fanMprite pattirae) whidi coaaiUa 
IQ mewily iwmdating the atveet by means of tha 
fiwaitiia» and then dnviag through it in th^ir caxv 

The fint ehunob I entered la Beme waa tb9 
mpiiftceat stfvoture d^diqated to Santa IMCuia 
Muggiore. It requires minute att&Qtioa to ?v 
nwias IM splendid Corinthiaa-flated cotuma of Pa- 
daa wmM^^ ita obelisk of Egyptian graaitOA ^ta 
tfaiHyhsix Iwm cqhaiQa of Grecian marble, ta](ea 
tea the tevpla qf Jaaow ita four noble pillars of 
Qiieatalimait#, aad its aam^uowi high akar» 
.which waa fonnerly an ancient porphyry sffrcophar 
gua I did not much admire the gaudy-looking 

* <* Afus in Tel c pluaUM subit aHitudixmn exortuftsui. " 
** Water flows, in or out of lead, to the height of ito sottroe.*' 
Tha passage is quoted differently by Facdolati, andadmili 
of a dooMiil intefpiialBtieB. 
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roof, which is too low m proportion to the Aami** 
flions of the church. A vant quantity of gold WM 
employed in gilding it, and being the fint quantity 
of ^at metal brought from Pern, the worknumship 
has been rather o?erdone. Sextns Qnintos'e diapd, 
ornamented in a style somewhat furtaatic, was 
built after the design of Fontana, the celefarated pro» 
tege of this Pontiff, who performed the Heiealeflr 
labour of removing several obeUsks bymeaas^ 
some rery -ingenious machinery which he con- 
trived. * This church contains several pictures by 
Guide r Agarda and Delia Porta ; also one of «he 
Virgin by St Luke ! who, it seems, was not only 
a skilful physician, but also a highly gifted painter. 
Seven portraits of the Vii^n are preserved in differ- 
ent parts of Italy, said to be the work of the Evtt^ 
gelist's inspired pencil. Of these, we are tMf Mb 
is one ; but even Catholics, who are undmetood to 
be endowed with pretty strong faith, do net M^lf^ 
lieve implicitly in this tradition ; nor is it necessiry,! 
presume, that they should, as many of them have too 
much taste not to prefer a Madonna of Rapfaaiel4M 
n work of art, leaving devotion out of the qncniwit 
to the daubs attributed to s soriptioBl authority; fei^ 
viewing both as artists, diere can be no ooaipari^ 
son between the saint and floaner. All these sieged 
portraits of the Virgin, however, are evklently an- 
cient, and in all probability were exeenfted by die 
early Greek painters, who were so nonerwaa hi 

• Fontano's Book on this subject, Tran^ofto dtXC Oke>- 
tisco Vattcano, ^^ is very interestiiig; and some iik» sC-tfae 
difficulty of the undertaking may be formed from the 
fact, that the wood alone for the frame»work, on one occa- 
sion, cost dOOO Roman crowns^ equal to 600/. Sterlings 
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kuly during the IStfa, l$tfi, ariid part of the 14th 
oe&Caries. The constniction of lliis edifice is ill 
adapted for viewing pictdres to adrantage, being 
muefa too dark. It presenta, however, s rich and 
fine example of the most perfect ancient Baailicie* 
Bat I do not agree with those who reckon it, with 
its many splendid modem embellishments, the fin- 
est model of a Christian chnrch* I consider it 
father as a memorable instance of the effect of 
adimrable ardiitectnro spoilt by the lore of finery. 
The first objects whidi present themselves to the 
view, on approaching the finest church in the world 
(Liminm Apostolomm), are the columns of the cir-^ 
cnlar portico .or peristyle, the Egyptian obelisk, 
and die two splendid fountains which adorn the 
magnificent square in front of St Peter's. Much 
consideration is requisite to enable one to appre- 
ciate fully the beauty or raUier sublimity of this 
Mlifiee. I could not conceive the grandeur and 
vast extent of the front, until I got close to the 
|nUan,.wfaen, from a comparison between dieir 
Deal and fiancied circumference, I was enabled to 
ttcsrtaia more correctly the magnitude of the 
vhole. Tha details being in such just proportion, 
thsy are calculated to deceive the eye by their di* 
vnoished appearance, when seen at some distance. 
The fans reliefs and the equestrian statues of the 
t^ founders of the temporal power of the Pope^ 
Constantine and Charlemagne, under the grand 
portico, next attracted my attention. The original 
^ chordi of the Vatican was built by the Emperor 
Constantine, and dedicated to St Peter, on the 
spot — the site of the temple of Apollo — where the 
Apostle suffered martyrdom, and is said to have 
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been bviied. Haring bXUm to decay, it -msH" 
built by tbe Ponti£^ of the 16th centnry, wlbea 
Jatinfii tbe IL, Leo X., and Sextas V. employed sat" 
ceseively tbe most celebrated architects, painterSy 
aad scdpton of the age, to fomish designat aflui 
to Bmp«*ntend the accomplishment of thi|. fpcttUt 
work. Bramante and some of his saccessorsy who 
commenced the edifice, scattered it mto an infinity 
qf jarring parts. Though improremmkts were eon-' 
templated by Raphaet^ it was Michael Angelo who 
concentrated the complex febric, and gave it an 
air of magnificent simplicity. He suspended thai 
masterpiece of architecture, the cupola; udihe 
stmcture, as it now stands, is therefore chiefly of 
hie planning, though finished by Bernini many 
years after. Paul V. (Borgheee) had the Ikk 
Bour of completing this admirable church more 
than a century after its fbundadon was laid. When 
I speak of St Peter's being completed, I mean, ol 
course^ its being brought to its present state $ ibr, 
mtecaally, it is still te from being finished. The 
changes referred to in its early history, chie^" T6>^ 
spect the general design, whether that should be 
in tbe form of a Latin or Greek cross. BramaatOy 
the original architect, adopted the former; Midnel 
Angelo the latter. Mademo again reverted to 
the ancient plan, which was finally adhered to. 
The question, however, is still undecided, wMdi 
would have produced the nobler effect. 

Churches in Catholic countries are constancy 
open from morning till night every day in the 
year. There is no distinction of ranks, ewerj 
body being freely admitted ; so that rich and poof^ 
the prince and the peasant, the elegant lady and 
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her hnaUe ncnialy kneel side by suiei pitofes^ 
sing the same creed, and worshipping the same 
God. On raising the heavy curtain, which, as 
in every Roman chnrch, is suspended across the 
doorway, to feast my eyes with the magnificence 
of the. interior, my sensations were of the most 
intense description. Hie mind, however, is not 
bewildered in the contemplation of this tri- 
umph of modern art, and of the many grand 
and sublime objects which it contains. Such is 
the haixnony of their proportions to llie structure 
itself, that their gigantic size is for the moment 
forgotten ; and it is only after examining them mi* 
nntely, that one recovers from the fint astonidi-t 
ment which their appalling grandeur excites. It 
would be absurd to attempt a detail on paper of 
half what I admired during the many visits I paid 
to St Peter 8. There were, indeed, few days on 
which I failed to direct my steps towards it. I 
once ascended to the top — a town in itself — with 
houses and workshops o( all descriptions, in which 
many persons are always employed to keep Uie fa-* 
brie in a perfect state of repair. The view from the 
summit of the cupola appears one of ideal beauty, 
possessing a charm almost beyond nature. 

We next visited St John Lateran, the first Chris** 
^n place of worship which was built in Rome 
by Constantine, and which has therefore the de- 
signation of << Mater Ecclesiarum. " ^ It was 
erected upon the site, and with part of the mate- 
rials of the palace of Plautius Lateranus, a senator, 

* Mother of Churches. The inscription, however, is 
'^ Ecclena teibis, et erbis mater et caput," i. e. Church 
of the city, mother and, capital of the tvorld. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



184 THB COBSmi CUAP£L. 

m^ bemg conoerDed in Seneca's conspiracf, iM» 
pat to death by Nero. I have incidentaUj tnoH 
tioned this circaimtance, though I do not profess 
lo be an etymologist, as accounts of the origin -of 
names so often differ. This edifice is sud to have 
been one of the ancient BasilicsB, or halls o€ justice 
-i-m surmise which does not agree with the origin 
attributed to it by other authors. It is well known 
that as these halls were found much better adapted 
to the Christian mode of worship, from their size 
and shape, than the Heathen temples, which were 
in general too small and ill calculated for the forma 
of the new faith, some of them were purified and 
eonverted into churches, retainmg thehr ancient 
names BasilicsB ; and it is said that this was one ui 
those, and afterwards dedicated to St John. Bono* 
mini rebuilt it in modem times, in a very different 
style of architecture. It contuns statues of the 
qwstles by Ruscom, La Gros and others, being 
the last great work in sculpture during its decline 
in the 18th century ; and these are much ad- 
mired, as well as its magnificent columns of venl 
antique, oriental granite, and bronze, of astonish- 
ing magnitude and incalculable value. . 

The Corsini chapel is a perfect bifou, with le^ 
gard not only to its proportions, but to the display 
of marble, mosaic ; and, above all^ the porphyry 
sarcophagus, now the tomb of Pope Clement the 
Twelfth, one of the Corsini famUy, which was 
found in the Pantheon, and supposed to ccntain 
the ashes of Agrippa. 

The palace, and other buildings connected with 
the Lateran, are now converted into an hospitalt 
and fonn one of the finest objects of modem ar- 
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driteotnre a Rose. This f Iftce was die wmI 
mideace of die Popes umil tlieir depanwe for 
Avignon. Gregory the Ninth preferred the Vsiti- 
een, and his saocesson heve resided either there^ 
or at the Qnirinal, ever siace^ the air of the Lar 
tersn being considered bad« On great festivaK 
howoFer, they still offieiate ait the Lateran, whose 
chwch retains pre-easineaoe over all oUiOTb hi 
Christendeaa. There is a small chapel called La 
Soala Santa* erected near it, in hoaoor of tlie 
real sturs of Pontins Pilate's honse in Jerosaleoi, 
€onusttng of tirenty^eigbt atepe of while marblOk 
which weve brought from the holy city by sonse 
devont onwadw. As oar Saviour was known 
freqnetttly to have irod upon thenn no one pre* 
aames to foUow his eiample in this particular. 
They are m hot reserved for the knees of pious 
Chrwtians oi impUcU faith. There is ako a re- 
markable relic exhibited in the church of St Praao- 
dss, which demands an equal degree of faith or 
oiedulity. It is the pillar at w4iich our Saviour 
was seoutf^, aadenlly kept on Mount Siou, and 
« of g^y, or black and white marble> about twenty 
indies in height^ and a foot in diameter^ with the 
ivoa ring at the top, to which crimimls were tied. 
The little chapel where it is exhibited, through 
a railing, hears an inscription, sladi^, that Cardi- 
nal John Columna, Apostolic Legate in the Eaat^ 
hiought it thither in the year 1223. 

A sunbeam in November is an exotic in our 
glo(miy climate, but in this Mght atmosphere it 
M indigenous ; and I never saw a finer day in July 
hi Eaglaadk than that on which I visited the La- 
teiMk When passii^ through one of the cross- 
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Btreets near the Corso, on my renrn^ I wm t^ 
tracted by the sight of an immense crowd, coUee^ 
ed at the gate of a Palazzo, which was guards 
l»y a picqaet of dragoons (the guardia nohiU) in 
their dark-green nnifonus, cocked hate and plmnes 
of black feathers. Jost as I approached, an «ld- 
Itthioned state-coach, gaudily gilded, drawn hy 
six black steeds, drew up to liie door. Every in^ 
dividual amongst the gaping crowd imroediftldy 
fell on their knees, calling out, ^ BenedictioM^ 
Sancto Padre I " A tall, yeneraUe-looking man^ 
apparently about seventy, in clerical robes, raving 
bis right hand, made the sign of the cross, and in 
the most dignified manner bestowed his blessiBg 
on the kneeling multitude. It was Pope Leo the 
Twelfth, who bad been visiting his private palaee, 
previous to ita undergoing some ptojeeted re* 
pairs. His unwieldy Tehicle, followed by half ^ 
-dozen others equally antiquated, filled with caanll» 
nals and officere of his homehold, drove oi^ eaoor^ 
ed by the guard of honour, anidst the iuu | ili< i M l 
fiilence of the spectators; but not until one >«f 
them, a widow apparently, had thrownii laige fold* 
ed paper, a petition no doubt, into the coadK The 
old man took it up, bowed to her with « benignant 
smile, and handed it to one of his attendants^ 
It is our own feelings which give their tone to 
the objecto we behold; and I acknowledge tint 
the Pope appeared to me at this moment rnndl 
tnore like what an ecclesiastical prince ought to 
be, than if I had first seen him presiding over die 
whole sacro coUegio, surrounded by all the sphm^ 
tlour of the Roman court ; or even dmring hoUf 
week, with its many ceremomes, gorgeous, gUbmn^ 
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11%, w Ihcliferons, and its interminable process 
fliooB, bided by the unequalled miserere, allowed 
b^ the nNMt mnncal people in the world to be 
tile acm6 of human melody. 

Some superficial travellers in Italy content 
tbemselves with declaiming against Catholicism, 
while others are amased, in their simplicity, that 
Popery and morality should exist together. It is, 
I beMoTte, pretty well known to all who are ac^ 
qoainted with the moral influences of different 
oatiotts, that sensual immorality is more and 
mora preffllent the farther south we proceed. 
Does this apply to reKgion, or to cHmate ? In 
Europe, we often find its effects regulated by 
the latter, as well as on the African coast; 
yet we find the Catholic Swiss, Bavarians, Belgians, 
or even the Tuscans, more moral as a people than the 
highly civilized inhabitants of our own Babylon itself. 
Man is essentially a reMgious being, as much as 
he is ft sediil on«. This may be laid down as all 
aphoftai, and proved by the soundest ailments ; 
and wbat would Rome be without religion ? or, 
'whtcfa is an infinitely more serious inquiry^for the 
prasent race of Romans, what would ^e^be with* 
out it? why, what the Parisians were on the com- 
mencement of the Revolution, or the inhabitants of 
any oiiier great city at the present day, deprived 
of their sense of moral duty. Were I to judge 
from what I have seen of different states in Eu- 
rope, I should say that the climate and government 
of countries have the greatest effect on the moral 
character of the people ; for men, in the mass, are 
what dieir rulers mdke them. 

Hiatorieal, political, and religious works in 
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Fra&ch, are) in geMrai, den^sed in Itiriy; ihtfffn 
no seldom written eoDsdenttoiuly, and ^e waitun 
are so fond of imparting to the world tkat of wbkk 
ibey have but a very snperficial knowledge tiieai* 
aelyes* Bat owing to the restrictiosis on Hterary 
prodactions, such foreign works are, by a legal fi&- 
tkm, sajipoeed not to exist ; and therefnve ItaHm 
Kterati are oonstramed to treat with sybnt eon* 
tempt, arguments and mtsrepresentalsions windi 
they might otherwise be indnced to answer. 

The learned Romans laugh when they hear Eag^ 
lislunen attempting to speak Latin ; for notbing^eaa 
be more abeind than our affected and incomtt 
prmiuneiation of most of the Towek, which rendos 
Anglo-Latin quite nnintdiligiUe to foietgners ia 
flOBversation. E^en in Ireland and Scotiafid, Lata 
is tMigfat in the principal schools and coikgea in 
tiie same maoa^ that it is in Italy, and aH ofisr 
the Continent, instead <tf that vicieas fmanottdi^ 
tion peculiar to England ; and it may easily be ioa^ 
f;ined, that there is no place wbeie Lalin is b s iaa p ia 
ao well as at Rome^ nor where an imscr^ttei ean 
be more distinotly deciphered. The fact is, e«r 
bouding-schod misses receive an education in same 
vespects more available for general society, than the 
majority of University graduates. Many pedant^ 
proud of their knowledge of Greek, and a batbarw 
eus iiniateIHgible Latin, feel quite at a loss when 
diey happen to go abroad ; for saeh is the natnra 
of their education, that they can searcefy artiea- 
late a word of any mod^n language, their own ex- 
eepted. An extract (rem an Eng&h Umveraity, 
lately expressed to me his admiration of the Lnuad, 
which he had jnst been reading in Portngnesew I 
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jMpesuHied, of coarse, that be wt» ftcqnftinted with 
the iBDgiiage, to enable him so fiiUy to i^preciate 
die beanties of Camoens. But he acknowledged 
dmt this was not the case, having merely perused 
l^eworkphUologiealfy, witiiont miderstaading one 
word of it ! 

On the eve of AH- Saints, I accompanied an 
Irish Franciscan, who had resided many yeara in 
Rome, to the Vatican, to witness tlie imposing ce^ 
remony of Pontifical vespers, which was to take 
place in the splendid Sixtine Chapel. Stationing 
eorselves within the railing, which nngallantly ex- 
dades the fair sex, I saw the Cardinals sncoessive* 
ly arrive in state, decked oot in their rich scarlet 
nlk robes, and followed by their chaplains and 
train-bearers. Two of the Cardinals, Znrla and 
CapeHari, who are Camaldolese monks, wore splen- 
did white silk robes. They were the only two 
members of that order I had ever seen. The con* 
traat between their attire and that of the other 
personages of the Sacred College, induced me to 
teake inquiries about them; and I learned that the 
present Pope has appointed not only them (although 
monks are seldom admitted into the Consistory )» 
but three others, including the general of the Ca<< 
pttdiins, Micari, a noble*looking fellow, who was 
likewise present, and who, in his black robes and 
fine flowing beard, seemed to have more the air 
of a field-marshal than of a friar. Upon this oo^ 
casion, I conntetl upwards of twenty Cardinals, 
who ranged themselves on both sides of the altar, 
according to their seniority, besides Monsignores, 
Bishops, and heads of religious orders without 
number. At length I MkM the Pope, who en- 
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iMed from, the palace^ and seated himself oumi 
elevated throne, haviiig his brow adorned with the 
triple tiara. He was clothed in goigeons robes of 
white and gold, and attended by a motley assem- 
blage of Roman clergy, nobility, and foreign am- 
bassadors, dressed in the most glaring style of 
magnificence, and decked out in all colours, from 
the sober grey of the anchorites and mendicants, 
to the sombre black of the monks ; from the pnr« 
pie of the monsignore to the crimson of the canon; 
and -from the scarlet of the cardinal to the white of 
the Supreme Pontiff. I cannot enter into a prolix 
detail of church ceremonies. In fact, I paid very 
little attention to them, amidst the superior attrac* 
tions of the unriFalled frescoes of Michael Aogelo^ 
which cover the walls of the Sixtine Chapel, tog^ 
ther with the heayenly music of its full choir. The 
l^eat effect of the fine evening sepice of the Ca- 
tholic Church, is produced by the perfect training 
of the band of singers, who practise constantly 
K^ther, without any accompaniment. 
. The sopranos, I am sorry to say, are unfortunate 
castrati, sacrificed for the sake of sweet sounds. 
The Italian voice, though not always pleasing in 
convenation, soars in its higher tones into the 
richest and boldest Aiusical expression. The per- 
son who chiefly attracted my attention, (and for* 
tunately my Hibernian cicerone knew every i»* 
dividual of distinction), was the Cardinal della 
Sommaglia, from his strong resemblance to a ce» 
lebrated ex*Lord Chancellor. They are about the 
same advanced age, both possessing the suaviter in 
tnodOi the same penetrating eyes, still lighted up 
with an ahmost youthful fire, when directing a keen 
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pii^rcixig glance; ftnd tlieir eonntenanoes eiMbfe 
occasionally the same play of iron features relaxed 
into a Sardonic raiile. The Cardinal was formerly 
gifted with considerable slaXL and address in the 
management of afiairs, but is now (nnHke his British 
connterpart)- incapacitated for hnsiness, owing to a 
loss of memory, which is certainly a strange nega- 
tire quality lor a minister of state, an office he yet 
holds. Nor is it only physically that Delia Som* 
maglia resembles the yenerable peer I hare alluded 
to, for their minds seem to have been similarly con- 
stituted ; they are equally attached to religion, Ro« 
tean or Anglican, in ali its exclusiye spirit, and to all 
ancient institutions ; they are equally opposed to 
kinoyations, and to the too hasty spread of know- 
ledge, or to what is vulgarly called the " march of 
intellect. " 

During our walk home by the Ponte di S. An« 
gelo, I asked my reverend Irish friend if he ever 
ktended to return to his own country ? " Yes, ** 
he said, ** I should like to le«?e my bones in itm 
land of my fathers ; but what pleasure can I have 
in witnessing the majority of my countrymen de-^ 
prived of their civil rights ? " I told him that I did 
not see how he could be afifected by any change, 
as Catholics enjoyed toleration, and the free ex- 
ercise of their religion, whilst there were many 
IVotestants in Ireland who were the principal pro^ 
prietors ; and that it was necessary to support the 
Established Church there, as weU as in £nglan(k 
The fmt indignantly exclaimed, ** No ! Catholic 
cism is the religion of the Irish people ; it is the 
andent, indigenous plant of our fertile but ne- 
glected land : Orangeism is but an exotic, more 
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i«o0mly kofdanlMl bf a toeignbaad ift'ltle gfee^* 
Md0 of Ei4n-*alM! too often wwtened by Ae 
blood of her 8«iis before it $ltained ha presMt 
noikfund luxuriii&t gtdwtb. When Englaad has^ 
the' wisdom to wipe off the fool and opprobmns 
Qtain ttttaebed to the' prnfeesora of oar iioly Mth 
(at» lopg velused^ after the ebadow of a pretext for 
f^^ narrow and exolnaira policy baa ceased to^ 
eiiet), then, and not till tbcti, will iielftnd be bappfr 
and England jnat, " - 1 can give but a faint idea of 
the impreasion which the old Milesian wished- to^^ 
convey ; nor can. it Well be imagined without noln<'> 
ally beholding his dark pallid comltenaiKee^.mtkfaiS' 
venerable looks, and the spaiklmg of his stali iBfteU^- 
gent eye, and hearing his sonorovs roioe, a|^tat^ 
^ «he eam^ enei^ of his manner, and listening 
to the dictates of his enthusiastic palriotistai,^ warm*! 
ed byreligioQs seal; ' As his opbiens were fiaced, 
the tiflBie.and pfece were equally unsuiled for a 
lengthened: discosnon ; and therefore^ shaking' me 
<$cM(^ly by the hand, the worthy old man wiabed 
me good night at the- door of my hotel, and die** 
a|ipeared> dfraid, no doubt, of arriving too late at 
his convent. 

' It is surprismg how little is Imown- of ins pre- 
sent Holiness, even in his own caftttal. Dur* 
ing my stay at Rome^ . I endeavoured tOv satisfy^ 
my curiosity r^;arding Leo Xil. and wan at 
lengtib, (rem peculiar circumstances, enabled to 
collect from several soni^ces, many authentic par- 
licidars of his early life and subsequent conduct 
nace he reached his present exalted station. 

Count Annibaje della .Genga was bom in the 
year 1760, attbeh^r^ilary estate ^f k Genga^ 
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am Ike Cdwa of Spokto. A« tbera w btdy cmii 
RttdtofortiuieorfaBkeiiithe States of die Chav^ 
at aa early age ho repaired to R01BO9 tocommence 
his ecdoaiaatical studies. When about foar^nd* 
twcatsTf his baodsome person and the elega^oo 
of his maaners attracted die notioe of Pkas VL 
who was so much struck with the noUe and pre- 
poBsessiBg appearance of the Abate delta Ge&ga» 
then just entered into holy orders* that he was 
immediately summoned to his HolinWs apart* 
meats at the Quirinal Palace. The Pope's objeet 
ms^ not oaly to form his court of the b^^tt looking 
young aafnnttts after eedesiastical dignitifBs, but 
also to put their talents to the test, by empk>y* 
iag thep in bis private correspondence, historicMd 
rssearqbiis, or in any secret preceedii^gs in which 
he saw fit to engage them* It Imppened at that 
time, that some new arrangements were framing 
for the goYemment and discipline of the church in 
Germany, which it was necessary to k^p ^secret 
frsm- the court. The Pope, relying on the discre*- 
tioa and zeal of his young proteg^, employed hiss 
oottidentially for many months, wri^ng under his 
dictation upon ecclesiastica] affairs, chiefly at nigbt» 
with much precaution and mystery; until, by a 
seriea of skilful mana^uFres, Cardinal Colnaeei, 
one of the most ambitions men at the Papal court, 
discovered the nocturnal occupations of his HoU- 
aessj and intrigued successfully to have his anano- 
ensis discarded. Having pompe<l the secret of the 
proposed reforms in the German bishopricks from ' 
the unsuspecting youth, from the height of the most 
brilliant hopes, founded on the Popes predilection 
for hi(Q, deUa Genga as suddenly fell ipto the,ua<^ 
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di0tmgudbed ranks of tlmordiiiftrfpidacfyiv^^ ^ 
appoiQtment or consideratioQi except that of Moih 
aignore,— a class from whkh those destmed for the 
h^hest offices are generally selected. Thoqgh sob* 
seqaently restored to &vour» his appointment to a 
foreign mission compelled him to leave a capital 
where he was as much admired by the one sex, as 
he was envied by the other. In the end, howevei^ 
it proved more to his interest to be removed horn 
the pleasures and dissipation of Rome, to a sphere 
better calculated for the display of his Jiatural tar 
lents, and the development of his excellent alnlities. 
The legation of Munich becoming vacant, he was 
named to it, and soon became a decided favourite 
at the Electoral Court — ^an honour to which his 
amiable manners, elegant person, and highly cnlti?- 
vVated mind, justly entitled' him. Here he formed 
some valuable acquaintances, particularly with 
Prince Louis, now King of Bavaria, whose visit to 
Bome lately was intended as a proof of his friend- 
ship. In the year 1793, Count della Geoga was 
promoted to the highest rank in the Episcopacji, 
jby the honorary title of Archbishop of Tyre> ta 
parUbus itifideliwa ; * and on the death of his pa- 
tron in 1800, he was recalled to Italy from tus 
post of Legate, where he found Cardinal Gonsalvi, 
the nephew of his old enemy Colnacci, in power, 
he having been appointed secretary of stat 
office which he retained during the latter 



• « The country of the unbelievers. " All the former 

titles of the Roman clergy, when their church was really 

Catholic, are retained, but distinguished by the above 

.phrase, being however not altogether tituhur; foraslariss 

sre, in maay instances, attached to those ima^LBSty Sesk 
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of die protracted pondficate of Pope Pins VII. 
Delia Genga now retired for a while from public 
We ; and bis cbief occupation and amusement, at 
this period, lay in the chase, to the pleasures of 
which he devoted most of hiii time. Daring the 
fifteen years Italy was governed by the French, the 
Pope's temporal sovereignty was in abeyance. The 
Roman States, reduced to a province of tlie new 
Empire, were obliged to submit to the degradation 
of receiving laWs from a French prefect, who re- 
sided in the Eternal City ; and who relieved the 
Pkipal Court (when held at Rome) froni the 
troubles and anxiety attendant on worldly con- 
cerns. Of course, Cardinal Gonsalvi, the honorary 
9^!rekmo di statOf held a complete sinecure, or ra- 
ther his functions were limited to the cure of souls, 
having only the responsibility of those spiritual 
Matters of which the Pope, as head of the Catho- 
lic Church, could not be divested. In the mean 
time, delia Genga obtained charge of the diocess of 
Sinigaglia, where he was much beloved, during the 
few years he presided over it. 

The restoration of the Bourbon dynasty in France 
Was so important an event in the fortunes of his Holi- 
ness, that he immediately sent Archbishop della Gen- 
ga to congratulate Louis the Eighteenth on his re- 
turn to Paris. That he might not relinquish an op- 
portunity of obtaining, by entering into negotiations 
with the restored monarch, as much influence for the 
Holy See as it had lost under the Imperial Usurper 
who preceded him, the Nuncio was instructed by 
the crafty and politic Gonsalvi, to endeavour to pre- 
vsdi upon Louis to renounce those advantages which 
had been aecived to the Gallic^ Church by the 
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hmam Concordat — a mission wbich termioaled boch 
oessfully for tbe Romao Court. It terminated o>- 
tberwise, faoweTer, with regard to its eflfects upon 
the character of Delia Genga, who had been ap- 
pointed to the office of Nuncio, merely because 
the jealous Gonsalvi had considered the object of 
the mission impossible of attainment. Finding 
that the French monarch had expressed his £&» 
Tourable intentions towards the interests of the 
Pope, Delia Genga impoUUcally addressed a letter 
to Gonsalvi, giving a candid opinion of the &- 
yourable prospects of his undertaking. 

This error was one of the greatest he could have 
been guilty of, and in most courts is never excused 
or forgotten. It nearly proved fatal, not oiUy to 
bis reputation, but to his life. Had he written 
vaguely, exaggerated the difficulties that obstructed 
nim, and abstained from despatching a courier un- 
til the arrangement was concluded or formally 
•igiied, his skill, talents and finesse^ would have 
been extolled, and a Cardinal's hat and some rich 
benefice would have been his reward. Instead of 
this, Gonsalvi informed the Pope that the affittira 
of the Church absolutely required his (Gonsalvi'a) 
immediate presence at Paris, to counteract the 
awkward position in which the inconsiderate Nun- 
cio had placed the negotiations on tbe tapis ; and 
as France stands higher than any other power 
in the estimation of the Holy See, from the im- 
portance which her adherence reflects on the head 
of the Catholic Church, Cardinal Gonsalvi was 
very soon on his way across the Alps. 

Li little more than a fortnight after writmg his 
unfortunate despatch, affiurs having g;one on most 
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prosperoasly in the meantime, Dellfi Genga was about 
to wait upon the French minister, to give the finish- 
ing hand to the Concordat, when he was surprised b^ 
the unwelcome arrival of Gonsalvi ; who, in an hoiir 
afterwards, receiving the necessary documents froi^ 
his thunderstruck rival, superseded him in the ne- 
'^tiations at the Tiiilleries, and acquired the merft ^ 
of terminating the affiiir, although he had merely 
got it formally signed. The distress producied bv 
i^is untimely interference in the mind of Delh 
Genga was such, that for many months he never 
left his bed,' an hemorrhage having immediately 
declared itself, which brou^t him to the pomt of 
death. Grief, disappointment and mortification^ 
preyed on his health; and this malady has never 
since ceased to afflict him at intiervals. It is said 
he has received the viaticumy or eztremcT nnctio% 
no lesis than a dozen times since this revolution in 
his system. 

Nearly two years after, in the consistory held 
on the 8th of March 1816, Bella Genga was 
elevated to the honours of the purple, and soon 
after appointed Vicar-general to Pius the Seventh. 
'At the last conclave in 1823, Cardinal della Som- 
magiia, from his advanced age, and because he 
held the odice of Dean of the Sacro CoUegio, as well 
as other circumstances, had great hopes of bieing e- 
lected to succeed Pius the Seventh. A young man 
seldom succeeds ; and Delia Genga was at that 
time not much more than sixty — quite a youth in 
this Council of Ancients. But, it is said, that he 
dexterously made an arrangement with his old 
friend Delia Sommaglia, to promote the interests 
of one another, on condition that, if either were 
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elected Pope, the odier sboQldlMtFo. the ofi^ of 
Secretary of S|;ate. This is the only pbucjUe 
manner of accounting for the result of the eleatioa 
in favour of the young Pope, and the noopdaatioit 
of the old Ultra-minister of State. Leo tho 
Twelfth, howerer,. certainly owes hk pijeientder 
TBted station in sonoe, nieasare to hia pleaaing ekt* 
gance of manner, and his handsome, graeeful pei^ 
^n, which secured ^ bkn many friends ; aiid» air 
though a man. of pleasure in early lifoy he is nait 
. only reformedy hut more strait-laced and rigi4 ill 
his conduct,, than if he had been.efually exe^^ 
plary in his youth* In this respect he reaemUo^ 
all converts,, who a£fect greater austerity, and nak0 
less allowance for the faults of othen, t^aa these 
who have never strayed from the.patb of pv9r 
priety* Since the appointment ef his present Hor 
liness, the Vatican has been indebted to him ibr f 
vast accession to its treasures, in antiquities Ul^ 
ratnre, and the arts. Several collections ef boek^ 
antiques and curiosities, liave beim lately pur> 
.chased, such as the Vereptini and RanaQdini^ whk^ 
are part of the Aldobrandini statues and relie^i... He 
.has also continued the different public worka ooi»> 
.menced by his predecessor for the embelliskeMAt 
of Rome ; fulfilling, in an exemplary manner, many 
.of the duties of a pontiff and a prince» by enacV 
ing and promulsating laws for the protectiim of 
commerce, and the improvement of the public adr 
ministration. He has succeeded in mulicating 
.the banditti who so long infested the maritime 
provinces. He has added a cabinet .of moaaics 
to the Vatican Museum, augmented the number of 
Theological CollegeS| and increased the aaladu^ ef 
ihe Professors. n ] ' 
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AUbongb an efloH Was made by the Uitni party 
le |irefaibit public IVotestont wership in Rome, it 
k sdll protected by the Caae^ «nd even a gnard 
eUofved te 6aactk>n the Engiish serrice ; an inestl- 
!Biible advuiti^' to the many foreign resident! 
tbere. To the influence of Cardinal denaSommaglia, 
may be attributed the mesBures now in contempla- 
tion, to found a eollege on the same footing as the 
SorbonnCf a philological establishment, charged 
with the eiamination of all literary works before 
ihey areprinted* There can be little apprehen- 
akn of any liberal productions escaping the vigi* 
kmt eyes oi ecclesiastical censors. I believe hi^ 
Jieliaets owes his unpopularity solely to his un- 
inrtMnate choice of e minister, as the recollection 
of the beneficent and conciliatory Gonsalvi is still 
dierished by the Romans with a sentiment of 
gratefol afl^tion, whidi the less congenial and in* 
tolerant government of his antiquated successor 
has atrengthened and confirmed. 

ItaliaiiB, b^re the last century, called all ultra- 
mentaoofr Barbarians ; and Voltaire allows that his 
own countrymen <foserved that appellation in a li- 
teiary sense, before the establishment of the French 
Afsa^my by Louis XIV. They still look npon 
foreigners, when they talk of painting, sculpture, 
^ music, SB little better than barbarians. In regard 
to the fine arts, Iti^ans may, without pr^sumptibn, 
arrogate to themselves a general knowledge of the 
aiil^t, as well as an intimacy with its most minute 
details^ and a fineness of tact not to be met with 
in the inhabitants of any other country. As to 
climate, they enj^ even in winter a genial warmth, 
a pttrity of «ky, and an elasticity of atmosphere, 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



«f which onr English' weather gives no example ;* and 
lliey are therefore amazed that We can feel attach- 
ed to a countrjr, where fogs and frost form the va- 
Hetiei of our winter, while even in sanimer we are 
often inundated with run. We in our tnm, how- 
ever, pity the Laplander and the Icelander, Who 
live amidst ice and snow in their hyperborean re- 
gions, forgetting, in our tenderness, the attractive 
power of the naked crags and desolate shores, 
which their native country present both in its ei^- 
temal ^peahince and old associations, aiSd whicli 
naturally endear to the rude unsophisticated boor 
the land of bis fathers. 

. Rome is always full of stranger^, fotir-fifths of 
whom are English, who conduct themselves rather 
improperly, particularly with rejgard to religious ce- 
Temonies. This is in extreme bad taste. I know 
not why it is that we act in a manner abroad, which 
we shonldbe ashamed of at borne. I am by n6 
means inclined to underrate the good qualities of 
my ovihd tionntrymen, celebrated as they are for 
the exercise of many virtues, and at least as pur^ 
a morality as that of the inhabitants of Continen* 
tal nations $ but I have ever remarked a strik- 
ing difference between Englishmen at home anil 
abroad. The national spirit which'prevsuls prover- 
(lially among the Scotch would be laudable, inas- 
much as it contributes to their happiness, if it did 
not make them too partial to their own merits. 
It must, however, be allowed, that they show a 
greater deference and respect to the customs of fo- 
reign countries, than their southern brethren. In- 
deed, were attention to the public ordinances of 
religion, and the strict observance of Sunday, to be 
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takeaok as eriterions of the moiBb of a people, I 
fihonld say that Italy or Scotlaad would stand pre>> 
eminent in morality ; for I know of no country 
which excels th^m respectively . in these qualifi- 
catioBB^ 

Sterne, in his epnmeration of the different ,de?>. 
Boiptions of travellers, has omitted the vitupera- 
tive traveller. When one of this class (by far 
the most numerous of our countrymen who visit 
Italy) speaks of the people, no term of abuse 
is strong enough to convey his opinion of the 
natives of a country, where Englishmen are in** 
variably received, with urbanity and attention-^ 
l^ften with kindness and hospitality* If he talka 
pf its antiquities and its arts, a thousand silly abu- 
sive epithets (ycleped learned criticisms) are be? 
stowetl on the finest monujipents that have escaped 
the ravages of ages, w been erected in modem 
times by the genius of mfm. Science and lite<f 
latore appear to Inra alike contemptible, where 
artists and an^ors are either upstarts who raise 
themselves from obscurity, or owe their fame tot 
the adventitious aid of birth or patronage^ Italiaxi 
nobility and professional men are equally misrepre^ 
seated ; while the females are declared tp be unedu-* 
cated, viiilgar and licentious, notorious for amours 
which would elsewhere exclude ladies from so- 
ciety. No rank is exempt from this general cen- 
sure ; but his own country, forsooth, is held up as 
the centre of knowledge, religion, morality, and 
toleration ; combining a certain tone of feshion, 
high-bred ease, and polished gayety, which the vitu- 
perative traveller seeks for in vain abroad. Where- 
ever he goes, bis national prejudices, improperly 
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tenned amdrpatfUB^ accompmy htm ; and, if admit- 
ted into good society, he compares the manners of 
Italy with those of England, and that comparisoo, 
88 a matter of coarse, tends always to the advantage 
of the latter. Every page he writes contains a libel 
on the character of his polite and hospitable enter* 
tainers. However highly gifted they may be, as 
foreigners, they mast pay homage to their abusive 
gnest, and thus have their kindness requited by 
Ingratitude. I pity more thian I envy the feel- 
ings which dictate sud) conduct ; nor is it easy to 
fimcy any man so totally insensible to the charms 
of ancient literature, as not to venerate that land 
ftam which tt first emanated. To Greece' and 
Rome we owe the brightest visions of our youths 
which can no more be fwgotten than the valianf 
deeds of their h^oea, their fabled gods, and aH 
the beautiful illusions of their mythology, cele* 
brated by bards and historians whose pages have 
afforded us so much instruction and delist. We 
How contemplate the faded glory of their litemture 
and arts, so forcibly recalled at every step we take 
in Rome, where, however on a deep subatrsitunj 
of venerable antiquity, ha» been raked aenper- 
■tructure of unparalleled magnificence. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

BOME CONTINUBDt 

Ok All Samta* Dasr, having obtained admittanoi 
to the pame part of the Sixtine Chapel where 
Tre bad beea the erening before^ we set off ait 
an early hour to see ooe of the grandeet e»T^m9^ 
ides of .the Catholic Chttrch<p-*a pontifical high maee. 
A similar array of Cardinals and other dignltaiieB 
offidated as at Teepersi and the like divine mnsie 
again enehanted our ears* But the qfedaole was 
still more brilliai|t} for, besides the daaaling pomp 
and splendour of the clergy, the whole of the 
Q^rp$ JQipkmmtigue were preeenty to pay their 
respects to his Holiness after mass, which lasted 
about two houis. The Pope, by whom it was ce- 
lebrated, after the ceremony, seated himself on 
the throne, when a young canon of St Peter's 
mounted the pulpit, and preached a Latui ser>> 
mon very fluently, with a graceful delivery^ and 
distinct enunciation. 

The ceremonies of this day were altogether su- 
premely grand, and some of the intensely pathetic 
musical sounds would have reached the soul of 
an infidel. Music is an ezptic art with us, ac- 
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quired with ft feeling of dforl and aisidnicy:; 
wUlst, in diis gifted land, it appears to flow from 
the heart as its own hafaitnal language, and wm 
the scarce from which the sentiments of all das^ 
see take their tone. The faculty with wilick 
Italians acqaiie a knowledge of mosic, must ap- 
pertain to some pecnliarity of anricttlar ofganiia^ 
lion* They have, from infigmcy, an ear for tiaae as 
well as sound, iind they advance ' in skill alaioeft 
intuitively. What a delightful residenee Rone 
must be for any man who has a musical taste ! la 
unst be no less so to him who chiefiy occopiaa 
Inms^ in anti^jfaariaa researches, or the stmiy of 
the fine arte, in fMSt» iliere are iMtaneea «f 
^leflevs Who "visited Rome merely to spend^u 
weeks, halving remained all their lives; 
'Oould neiver make up fans mtnd to quit « oooMiy 
wWeh afforded such beautiful kadscapea. Hnr 
-froas being surprised that Rome diould have aab»> 
^dued the world, Petrarch, when he first beheld k, 
•^though it was torn by fisM^on dining the afamtf- 
-iived power of Rienn, ** the last of the Romans,** 
'iadier wondered that the eonquest had not been 
earlier accomptished. < . 

Tkm spacious sobterf«nean Chufeh of Bt Pelair^ 
<i», from its antiquity, well worth inspection* It 
iMned part of the original edifice bmlt in the 
-^Muth eentUry, and contains the remains of flaaay 
'Popea and martyrs. The most highly vdued 
treasures of this descripticm which it pe s s e ss ei, 
-are' llie relies of St Peter and St Paul, which 
lie in a sumptuous vault under the cupda, oni»- 
mented by a'magnificent altar, at whidi only the 
•Popes say masd. Thither (nlgrims reaoct from -all 
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]nrto of '^dM world i» rdveranoe Md prajr belors 
tbsir sfathie* The three latt chielb of the unloits* 
BKteStaait line are ako isterred under St P«ter'% 
«lul on 9bA of thehr tomhe the empty titleof *^ King 
of Gnat Bntam, France and Irehuid, " it inaeribed* 
Wh«n I naoended into the church from ^ia aob* 
tenvoeaii region, an Italian peasant, who waa aland** 
iBg Bear the high altar (snrroanded by the moat 
gaageooa diaplay of baman magnificence and apleor 
donrV infsired of me " Abaaao 6 piu hmtto che 
^ di aofNra? " ('< Is it aglier below than above 
hare?'') rather an misophiattcated manner of e;^ 
preasing biaopbion ! I recaosaed the Tiber to view 
the maaaolenm of Anguatns, now ahnost eonceale^i 
and aeemiagly forgotten, amidst the mean»lo<ridng 
nadbnt bnildhigB which enoompaaa it. I cannot aaf 
dnrt the eight of this monument afforded me mvm 
gratification, aa it has been converted into an ara» 
pUtheaive for ball-baiting, or aome anch homblo* t^ 
Aniaement^ • The walls that reraaki aie of tnfo and 
hnek, of great lliickneas, though miM^ dilapidated. 
The presentation of lettera ei inttodnetion is not 
^nendly followed by iavitationa to balls and ^rniafla 
in Italy. But one hour's convevaation with aaeh 
«MHi as ^e Conservator of the Vatican Maattaeripta, 
Monaignero Angelo Mai, or SignoreMorini^ Piefeel 
<f the Archives, known hy several erudite works, 
pvovea ht more agreeable to atraii^;era who may 
ho introduced to them, than the formal mode of 
sdiBowledgement, which is considered the indis- 
pensable result of introductory letters. I derived 
more aatiafiacuon during the idiort time 1 spent 
hi company with aome of the literati of Boaae, 
'^fawDif 4ojr had invited m» to baaqueta, aach aa 
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we^ HRTont to be giFen by Lacidhis, the Ajpici^ or 
any of tbe Imperial glttttcms who disgraced the 
purple. I was presented at the " Casa " of a Ro^ 
tnan widow lady, whose evening conTerBadcmi 
were generally frequented by some of the literad 
of the capital) and occasionally by scieiitific fo- 
reigners. I cannot say much for the epeeimen it 
afforded of blue-stocking society. We had n«the? 
cards nor refreshment ; but a brarura was msag 
by a very young lady, and an elaborate piece (tf 
music by another, *^dtm age fort raisanabh, '* The 
conrersation, of which we had abundance, was 
supported chiefly by a couple of elderly Abates, 
a Dottore, some artists, and other nondescripts. But 
the few Englidb people present contributed little 
to the intellectual part of the evening's display; 
they seemed quite satisfied to listen as short a 
time as possible to what they scarcely understood, 
«nd too happy to seize the first opportunity of a 
formal pause, in order to effect their retreat, ap- 
parently unaccompanied by thd regret of those tfiAy 
left behind. I know not a created being more 
annoying than a pedantic womaUf superficially ac- 
quiunted with general literature, and gifted with a 
tolerable memory, but affecting a taste for more 
than she understands ; and withall so oTerpowelr- 
iugly learned, that she ia never happy unless when 
surrounded by a herd of men«Bcribbler^ who eshanst 
any moderate stock, of padence, talking of unread 
books because not Worth reading, and priding 
themselves upon a knowledge of what nobody but 
themselves thinks worth his while knowing any 
thing about. 

One day I resolved to deditett myself sole- 
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If to the aneients ; and first bent my steps to the 
Coreo, leanng learned atitiqaadans to* settle the 
point, so often agitated, as to whether this is the lo* 
edU of the Via Lata* 1 thought, however, that it 
must have formed part of the disputed place ; and 
it has been pretty accurately ascertainetl, that the 
remainder follows the direction of the Via Trium* 
phalcy beyond the site of the Raminian Gate. 
The Campus Martins is more accurately desig- 
nated, not from the obscure lane now bearing that 
name, but owing to some of its ancient monu- 
Bdents, which still appear. Strabo describes the 
Campus Martins as a place sacred to the memory 
of the most illustrious citizens, to which, in the 
reign of Tiberius, the city itself appeared only an 
accessory and secondary object. How different 
now! It is covered with houses, and reckoned 
one of the most populous quarters of Rome. ' Be- 
fore entering the grand scene of our destination. 
We stopped to view a colossal Isis, the Mona Lii- 
crezia, and the celebrated Pasquin at the comer 
6f the Orsini palace. This disfigured white mar- 
ble torso, unless pointed out, would never attract 
the slightest observation. There is a group at 
Florence, representing Menelaus carrying off the 
body of Patroclns, which bears a striking resem- 
blance to it. The mutilated figure now known by 
the name of Pasquin, owes its celebrity to a sa- 
tirical cobbler or barber, notorious for the bitter- 
ness of his gibes^ and raciness of his jokes. Hifl 
shop, in the days of Leo X., was near the spot 
where the statue now stands ; and neither his 
Holiness nor the Cardinals escaped the lampoons 
f^f tbf wit99 my niQro thpin their snccesporsy and 
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Other pvblic cbaracten, do at present. We en- 
tered the resideDce of the senator, whose duty is 
confined to the snperintendance of markets and 
prisons, the latter being situated under, and the 
eonncil chamber over, his hall of justice. We had 
no inducement to pay his Worship's prennses a 
very long visit, for the Mayor and Aldermen of 
modem Rome, (Senator and Conservators) ex- 
cite as little interest as those of an English borough'^ 
corporation. I observed the well-known S.P.Q.R.* 
inscribed transversely on a Gothic escutcheon, pre- 
ceded by a cross, and surmounted by a coronet^ 
presenting rather a grotesque appearance in such % 
spot. The office of Senator is now held by a no^ 
Ueman of the first rank, who must be an allien, 
no native of Rome being eligible. A few pictnrea 
Mieved the dulness of the dingy walls; and they 
were precisely of that description on which Gold- 
flonith's Connoisseur passes the qualified eulogium^ 
*^ that they might have been better painted, if the 
painter bad taken more pains. ** We remained a 
longer time in the area below, admiring llie brdnase 
•tatne of Marcus Aurelius and his horse, once 
the idol of Rome — I mean the horse, which was 
the magnet of attraction, the Emperor being only 
the accessory. No monument of antique sculp- 
ture has been more admired than this, which is the 
model of equestrian statues, as much as the Pan- 
theon is the model of all cupolas which have been 
erected since the reign of Augustus. Having been 
one of the first statues found at Rome, and never 
•ubsequently equalled, it has naturaDy been ex* 
posed to much critidsm, and has consequently suf- 

* Senatus, Popuhuquef Rawutnuit Seaale and People 
of Rome. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



tiKtmfpHAt AftcAts. !edd 

brpd bodi from 'praise akd cmumn, thoWgh the 
hmer predominates. 

- The nwgiiificent rains in the Foram Romanum, 
ifhiA BOW bean the undi^ified name of Campo 
Vaccino, * obliterated for the moment the recolldc* 
tion of eT4»y other object. The first of the mightf 
«e8t5ge» of antiquity, which strikes the stranger on 
eatering thi3 classic ground, is the triumphal arch 
•f S^mins SeTerus, composed of one large and 
two smaller arches of Grecian marble. It is too 
imch interred for one to judge properly of its pro- 
portions or effect ; and I ought not to censure what 
mm found so many admirers. But I certainly 
thei^t lese of it, from the poverty of its entabla^ 
tore, tbaq any of the Roman arches. The Tery 
|cozinuty of the others is dangerous, in as moch 
A9 thvy pi^Toke a comparison, in whieh this arch is 

Site etclipaed by the superior excellence of others* 
le^Fch of Titus, thougji small, is crowded witb 
icalptnre and bas reliefs, representing, on one side* 
ttie conqueror of Jerusalem in his ear crowned by 
Victory, and on the other the spoils of the temple. I 
4e not think that the repairs or modem restorations 
We irary much injured the effect of this arch, aa 
die same style fcas been preserved pretty faithful- 
ly ; but unless the addition were deemed abso- 
hrtdy necessary to prevent it front falling to utter 
suitt, it might as well have been left untouefaedk 
The Corinthian arch of Constantine is larger, 
but les« noble, and far more incorrect in its arehi-' 
lecture than that of Titus, being hideed muofa 
Meiior to that of Sererus. There are eight 

' ♦ Cattlcmarket ; literally, Cow-field. . 
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aagrfCeeilt fiokmaB at gUraatico, aiiAM igvl 
number of sl^tnef of Daaan cgpti?eB» The bee Wf 
]ie{i» i^reaentkig the cotiquestsof Tnjaii»ar« sq^ 
posed to have been pilfered from an arch origbudly 
erected in honour of that greatest of all Roman 
Emperors* The scnlfM^ore on the frteaeiaao^ 
foior, that little donbt can be entertained of its 
having been executed for thispatched-up work* 4nr» 
ing the dedine of the Empiroi which waa aleo dm 
d^Une of the arts. 

We descended to the Carcere MamertinBrflK 
prison of Jsgnithay where a fountain is aheVB 
which St Peter, when incarcerated there» is aaid 
to have called into ezistoicey in order to baptiil 
Usjailon. I never saw a more horrtUe {riaee, and 
was not n little pleased to get into the open nif 
again* I found, however, that it waa enpeeted I 
should also look at the pictures of an espiafeaqF 
ehurch erected over the spot, and dedkaled to & 
Peter. Being anxious to return to the 
of the ancient treasures of the Forum, I \ 
•tay as abort as the Sacristan (a well*fed i 
«f the church, remarkably partial to halfa crown) 
would, in his enthusiasm, permit. Tho throe grand 
columns of the temple of Jupiter-Tonana, and tht 
Corinthian columns of that of Antoninna ani 
Faustina, were next examined in detail, paasis^ thn 
gigantic mass of bricks which, according to eoma^ 
was the temple of Peace, and if wa are to bdkma 
others, the Basilica of Constantine. The point ji 
«f little importance now, though the moat unleanH; 
ed antiquary may safely venture to proaomicn ih* 
absurdity of the latter suppoution, £rom the i ~ 
and appearance of tiie ruins. Wo doeed e 
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ViVdgKtIoa for diat day, with th« lavgeit adtSce m 
Earapey built in four y«Bn by Yespanan and hi« 
a<Ni TilDSy known by the name of the Colitenniy or 
iFkvian Amphitheatre. 

The northern exterior of this eto i i c tme ezhibiteihe 
different erders of arohitectnre which the boMng 
combinea-^Doricy Ionic, and Corinthian; open ar« 
cadea» and an attic aoatained by Corinthian pifaiateia 
with foliated capitals. Tbe80Vomitoria,orentnD* 
€08 from corridoiSy are stiU perceptible^ and were ao 
adaurably disposed, tint 80,000 spectators coold as- 
semble or disperse without confusion. Its form 
is dliptic» with an external circomference of 1700 
leea. In viewing this gigantic edifice, one cannot 
avmd kunenting the, rapacity of modem Romaa 
patriciaas, to whose depredations, not to the 
aatand decay of time, i^ dilapidated state oC 
l}ie interior is to be attributed : for the immense 
masBos of masonry wi& which this noble stractura 
was bvilt would nefer have yielded, unassisted by 
ijbe efforts of the Barberini and other bariariy who 
pillaged its travertine and calcareous blocks, in order 
i» hiaaXd their fine pakM»s. A stop has however 
Wen put to the work of destruction by the late 
Fape, wha pndiibited any one from removing the 
materials of this stupendous fabric, and raised a solid 
btttMss to prevent any more of it from falling. He 
alio expended laige sums in repairing some of the 
nwages which ori^^nated in the GoUiic rapacity of 
hia ]^edeeessors' nephews. This wonderful edifice . 
ew^ ita beauty more to Uie grandeur and symme* 
try of the whole, than to the correctness of its rai<* 
iMEler parts, some of which are very deficient in , 
beauty and proportion* I was loilt in surprise 
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and admiratien when contempladng the imm^iftity 
^ this bailding, which cannot fail to insj^ire the 
miad with an exalted idea of Roman magBtfieence^ 
while we regret the barbarons purposes to- which 
it was applied ; for it is well known that during tb^ 
period intervening from the time of Caesar to th«t 
of Carinus, the combats of gladiators and "wild 
beasts were generally given in these amphitheatrea. 
Chariot-races (games of a more innocent nature^ 
Were always exhibited in the cirens. 

The Palazzo Doria PamfiK is a laige edifice^ 
loaded with ornament, designed by ' BorrooiinU: 
Its gallery, considered one of the finest in Rome, 
contains many masterpieces, and a nnmber of- «»•« 
cellent landscapes by Caspar Poas»n and Rosa d# 
T'ivoli. Amongst the celebrated pictures 1 Mnr 
tbe AldoUandini Nuptials, copied by l^icda Pons* 
ain from what is probably tbe most perfect spect'^ 
men of ancient painting in the world, and which^tip 
me appeared to merit the great admiratioii be* 
^owed on it. The original is a beautiful frag'* 
ment found in the bath of Titus, supposed to re^ 
present the marriage of Peleus and Tbetis. Th^re 
lire ten figures upon the same plain, fcmntng thre^ 
^ups. The ground is a grey skreen, breast high» 
The design and attitudes have all the severe ma* 
]>licity of sculpture, or of has reliefs, withbvit vaf 
richness of colour, draperies or accessories, toheiglH 
ten the effect. Poussin's Bacchanalian scene in 
the British national gallery, as fiir as regards ih» 
grouping of the figures and the cdouring, has e«f* 
dently been borrowed by the artist from llie i 
ancient model. 

Rome has half a dozen thetttrest iumI tbe 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



TSCATRES. SIS 

opera in Italy. I went seldom to the only one 
which was open during my stay ; but when I did go 
to tliifl place (La Valle), I found that Rosini's opeiwr 
wefe performed alternately with miserable trage* 
ifies and comedies. The theatre Ahberti is only 
ased for masquerades during carnival time. Thelarg^ 
eM house is called the Argentiniy which is, I under«H 
standi well attended in winter, when it has a toler* 
able company of performers; but at La Valle, evett' 
the music was bad, and the acting wretched. The 
theatre is conducted m a most arbitrary manner, 
by an avaricious empressario (director), watched 
and controlled by a harsh police, having the power 
to inflict severe penalties, fines, and even imprison* 
• ment, for the slightest transgression* To exempli* 
fy this, as far as regards the audience, I may men* 
Ikm, that if a person is found with any descriptioa 
of weapon m die pit or gallery, he is liable to be 
sent for five years to the galleys ! The unfortunate 
Ibsi^ians are worse off; for should any of them 
use an expression not in the prompter's book, or 
allow himself any indecent gesture, he is sent to 
the galleys for life. All applause or censure is 
iMrbidden, under pain of three months imprison-i 
meat. Such specimens of the recent theatrical 
eode certainly exonerate the Ecclesiastical Go« 
▼emment firom the charge of having any particu- 
lar predilection for the drama. This despotism is 
many degrees worse than the mom^oly of patent 
theatres, or even the literary censorship exisrciB- 
ed by a deputy play«licenser, against whom play- 
gmng^ folks in England exclaim so nmch. I spent 
a few hours one erening, at the private theatre 
Cffisarinai in a very distant part of Rome. An opera 
baft) and aa indHFerent comedy, aiada up the per* 
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fbrmaiices; bot neith^ were so altractire as Poll' 
cinella with all its absurdity, which is used by the 
Romans as a vehicle for satire. 

It is to be regretted that the approach from the 
Castle of St Angelo to St Peter s, entering thfough 
the elliptic range of pillars to the grand staircase 
of the Vatican, should not be more in keeping with 
the grandeur of the square and the surrounding ob- 
jiects. Could the old mean-looking houses near it 
be carried out of sight, the beautv of the facade of 
the church would appear to much greater advaa- 
tage. However, any defects are speedily over- 
looked, when the pillars, fountains and obelising, 
appear. In fact, every incongruity is forgotten ; 
the only thing that remains is a feeling of admira- ' 
tion towards the splendid scene which opens npon 
Ae view. • The Museum Pio-Clementino, enrich- 
ed with the most numerous collection of statues and 
imtiques in the world, its walls lined with busts of 
i^nsuls and emperors, illustrating the interesting 
history of Rome, is indebted to Clement XIV, and 
Hus VI. for its most spacious gallery, in whidi 
are preserved so many precious ancient monuments 
of the arts. This is an institution which tenda 
more than any thing else to diffuse a longing for 
the elegant and beautiful, in art, into the mass of 
the people, and to promote what is equally de- 
sirable, a pure taste. 

I perambulated for hours through the almost 

' * It may here be mentioned, that the beautiful view on 
Ihe Title-page, after Firanesi, ia taken from the Pindan 
hill, and represents some of the most striking objects in 
Rome— namely, the Bridge and Castle of St Angelo «n4 
8t Peter's— between which and the Castle, the Vatican ap. 
pean in the distaoc&\ 
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interminable sncoeasion of halb and gallmies of 
the Vatican, rich in the most graeefnl forms of 
antique, scdpture. The splendour and extent of 
this edifice is not less amasing than its superb marit 
ble columns, painted ceilings, and mosaic pavements. 
My attention was rivetted by the admirable Hercules^ 
as Supposed, better known as the Torso Belvidere^ 
which displays the muscular system of the heroic 
demi-god so perfectly. The Mercury, young» 
ury and light, yielding only in beauty to Apollo 
and Bacchus, is gener^ly called the Belndere An« 
tinoaa. There is a marble viga or car, drawn by 
two horses (one of which is modem), and the sta^ 
tue of an Aariga« in the act of driving ; who is 
clothed in a magnifi<^ent toga bound with a zone» 
and bears the palm of Victory in his hand, which 
gives a lively idea of the Pompa Circensis. 

I closed my hasty inspection with the group of 
the Laocoon, the same it is believed, which Pliny 
reckoned the finest piece of art in Rome, The ex- 
pression of terror and pity in this production aro 
transcendent. Many, however, consider it inferior 
to ihe Apollo Belvidere, which they reckon the fine^ 
masterpiece of ancient statuary ; and the attitude of 
which is appropriate and commanding, with all the 
graces.of youthful and manlv beauty; the figure b«^ 
ing nakedi with the exception of the chlamys. I 
saw no modem statues in the Vatican, except Ca- 
nova's pugilists, and his Perseus, the former^ in 
forcible expression and sin^)licity of design, dis- 
playing all the excellence of his grei^t genius ; and 
the; latter being a model of vigorous and manly 
beauty^ with ^e most perfect delicacy and liai^- 
mony of outline. These are the only works by 
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ihe greatest modern Artist, — and tbey are icatKi^ 
ly inferior in tmth and natare to the antiques c# 
the Parthenon, which have been admitted into tUs 
sanctuary of the t^ef-^TcBuvres of antiquity. 

Why should antique sculpture be so superior to 
modem, whilst modem painting is fully eqmd io 
antique ? This is a question which I hare asked 
oftener thsn I have heard satisfactorily answered; 
It is not merely because sculpture accords better 
with the serious physiognomy and tranquil gesture 
of the Greeks and Romans, an(} because the an* 
dent draperies displayed part of the naked figure, 
which is rarely exposed to the eye of modenf 
8culptors,-i— for the latter reason is equally appfi^ 
cable to the sister art. Is it because the human 
form was then more muscular and symmetrical^ 
and abounding in models nearer perfection ? 

Many paintings of the most celebrated masters 
of later ages, Raphael, Guide, Titian and Dome* 
nichino, adom the walls of the lower range of 
rooms in the Vatican, amongst which the Truw- 
figuration — ^the finest picture in Rome, the Com- 
munion of St Jerome, and a few others, are repro^ 
dnced in mosaic,' copied so correctly, that the^are 
flcarcely distinguishable by an unpractised eye frott 
the originials, especially at the distance from which 
they are viewed, they being placed as altar-jnecei 
in the magnificent chapels of St PMer's. Before 
quitting tJiis spot, I took a view of one of the 
most pleasing objects in the interior, — Canova's 
monument of the unfortunate Stuarts. The two 
figures representing the genius of Death, with 
their inverted and extingidshed torches, are synn 
metry itself. The model was one of die ^moet 
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beantiAd yooog women in Bome» whom I dioidd' 
haye liked much to hare seen, as a lining proof, 
that there are still 9Qfme finely proportioned females 
figures in this degenerate age. There is a spark- 
ling whiteness and beauty i^ut the Camira mar- 
ble of this group, which equal in purity the finest 
Parian of antique statues. Such a monument is 
highly honourable to the liberality of our present 
Sovereign, who gave Canova the commission to 
execute it, at an expense, it is said, of 12,000iL to 
die privy purse. 

The feelings of eyery Englishman who yisits 
the Vatican must be gratified, when he enters the 
lower gallery, to perceiye, that the first picture in 
it is a full-length portrait of King George the 
Fonrdi, in Lawrence's best style. It was ordered 
by the late Pope soon after his return to Rome» 
when his heart was full of gratitude towards the 
Sovereign of a people who had destroyed the power 
of Buonaparte. It is no small compliment to ad- 
mit the picture of a trasnumiano artistamong so 
nuuny c&rf'd'cBUore9 ; and as a proof of the hig^ 
estimation in which either it or the original is held, 
Roman and foreign artists may be seen daily tak* 
iog copies of it, 

I was indebted to my friend the Chevalier H— -> 
whom I had the pleasure to find at Rome in the 
cvpsdty of Charge d' Affaires from a foreign court, 
for^m invitation which I received to attend a splen- 

didball at the Due de Laval Montmorency's. H 

kindly picked me up at my hotel about ten o'clock, 
end I accompanied him to the magnificent palace 
of the French ambassador, where upwards of 400 
persons of the first distiactioni native and for^gn, 
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oompvisiiig aU the rank and beauty of Rome* were 
aflsembled. On entering the splendid salcMm, the 
eoiwp d'cBtl was more dazzling than any thing I 
Goutd have imagined ; it being the fSte of his most 
Christian Majesty^ who is so appropriately repre- 
sented at the Papal Court, by " Le Premier Baron 
Chretien, " (one of M. de Montmorency's titles.) 
S^ery one appears in court-dress or in uniform^ on 
•uch an occasion ; — ^and the men, covered with stars 
and ribbons, and a hundred of the handsomest 
women in Rome, glittering with jewels, gave the 
imU ensemble a most brilliant effect. 
• In addition to the usual amusements of cards 
and music, there was dancing, the first quadrille 
being the signal for the retreat of all the cardinals, 
who, not being votaries of Terpsichore, retired, I 
suppose, to avoid temptation. Waltzing follow 
ed. Nothing could exceed the magnificence of the 
ecene to a spectator ; but it would appear very in- 
sipid in description, for, after all, such assemblies 
are much the same thing everywhere. A couple of 
hours was the extent of my stay ; and I found coii- 
aiderable difficulty in getting to my conveyance, 
owing to the long line of carrii^es belonging to 
princes, nobles, and prelates, that blockaded the 
lieighbouring streets. I cannot help remarking, 
how apt we are to underrate what we have with- 
in our reach, while we sigh in vain for plea- 
sures which are denied us I Such is the per- 
.yersity of human nature, that I should have en.- 
joyed infinitely more» a quiet evening, enlivened by 
that easy hospitality, and those unaffected graces, 
which often adorn the mistress of an agreeable 
.mansion, the centre of a society at once pleasing 
and variedi givbg fresh animation to those around 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



her. ' A Tew hours passed in fnnftle society, listen-' 
ing to the pare pronnneiation of ** la bocca Ro- 
mana, " form a gratification denied to the casnal 
stranger, whose stay is too short to allow him to en^ 
joy the witcheries of that most rational of pleasures 
— select society. Yet if I hare had few retrospec- 
tions of this nature since leaving Rome, I hare often 
remembered its sublime scenes, the contemplatioa 
of which afforded me unspeakable satisfaction. 

The Dominican conrent and church of SantA 
Maria Sopra la Mtnerra— -a strange combination of 
names — ^is supposed to hare been built on the site 
of a temple erected by Porapey, and dedicated to 
Pidlasy in gratitude for his rictories. We were in^ 
duced to Tisit this splendid church one Sunday 
morning, having been deluded by the expectation 
of hearing some fine music ; but it was a mistake 
on the part of our informant, for we had ne 
music iff any kind, either good or bad. After 
service, we waited a short time to look at an image 
of the Saviour in white marble, coDsideied one of 
Michael Angelo's finest statues, and observed a 
long printed paper in a conspicuous part of the 
church, which proved to be a decree issued by his 
Holiness, regulating the dress of ladies attending 
mass, and strictly enjoining the use of vdls— 
few of the fedr sex are, however, to be seen at their 
devotions without that necessary appendage. It 
also contained instructions as to the behaviour of 
artists and foreigners who resort to the churches to 
view specimens of the arts, which insllmctions, I am 
sorry to say, are shamefully infringed upon everyday 
and every hour, particularly at St Peter's, where 
our fair countrywomen conduct themselves in a 
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BMiiiMr^hik would not be penniltedy ia any pib- 
lic place in England. Their lounging gaity impu- 
dent 8tare» and load kngh, would almost diagiaoe 
the lobby of a theatre. They seem to considar 
the interior of Catholic churches as much public 
preooenades as the chain-pier or the Steyne at 
Brighton. 

. I did not neglect to visit the Villa Borgbese* or to 
admire from thence ihe cypresses of Mount Marius, 
and the pines of Villa PamfiU. The situation of 
the former is fine, though said to be unhealthy. 
The paespect of the city» which this view presents* 
ia at 4Hice beautiful and extensive, embracing the 
Campagaa as far as Frascati and Tivoli. The in* 
acription. on the gate of the Villa Borgheaey is 
worthy of imitation by the nobility and gentry 
of our own country ; as is also the liberality of 
Italian princes and nobles, whom the ignorant and 
4he prejudiced among us are so apt to censnre and 
condemn. 

** QaiiaqDia es, l^iim eompedsB ns hie timmr, 
Ito quo ▼oles, petito qum cupis» sbito 
Qiuaodo voles. Exteris magis perantur quam hero.** 

Rich groves* unfading verdure, and fine old trees, but 
chiefly the Pinins pinea of Linnsus, ornament this 
spot, which presents a variety of sur&ce formed by 
.two bills and a dell, laid out as pleasure-grounds 
to its handsome casino. The artificial style of the 
building, with its neighbouring pwdem temple and 
ancient colunms, I did not so much admire. As 
the palace was shut up, I saw none of the few 
atatoes which still ornament it; but I was infi- 
nitely amused with the scene in the open air. 
A Sunday at Rome, in autumn, is a |^y festi- 
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vial for tfie lower orders, some dioassaids moC 
w!iotn, npon this occilston, had ametoibled in tb6 
deVightfal B<irghe8e gardens. The young ghlts 
'were tastefully dressed, exhibiting tbeir elegant 
figures, and their fine sparkling black eyes*.- We 
were surrounded on all sides by happy groups, 
some dancing, others listening to the music of tUe 
guitar, the lute,' or the tamborine. Amongst wbota 
were faces and figures equiil to ihy idea of the 
Clelias and Virginias of history, and such as would 
hot have been unwordiy as models of the Ti- 
tians and the Gtiidos, when they represented their 
Madonnas. The modem Romans certainly are not 
|ihysically, however much they may be morally, de- 
gen^erated from their' great ^mcestors, the ancient 
masters of the world. On leaving the gardens we 
met tifiany open carriages fflled with women in 
gay attire repairing to the same spot, or to Mont 
Testacio, near the pyramid of Caius Cestins, these 
being the principal places to which the populace re- 
sort for amusement on Sundays and Thursdays in 
October. These sports may^be termed Bacchana- 
lian, as they commence when the vintage terminates. 
There are, however, no revolting scenes of ine« 
briety during these festivals, which are considered 
by some the remains of the ancient Saturnalia. I 
confess that I find no analogy between them ; the 
one being local, the other general ; the one in 
autumn, the other in winter. I observed cheerful 
countenances, perfect gayety, and every appearance 
of good humour, without the slightest sign either of 
intemperance or indecent mirth. Tents and booths 
were erected in different pacts of the gardens for 
the sale of wine and other refreahmenta ; but no 
s 2 
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one mdnlged to ezoM, for tho Italkns rardy m- 
crifioe to Baochnsy in tho common sense of tlie 
term. Ardent spirits tbey seldom drink; and 
wine being their daily beverage^ tbey do not oon* 
aider it a Inxnry* 

Tbe bigher classes of Italians are not pedes- 
trians* We do not meet them at all honrs and sea- 
sons in tbe public walks, like the French ; they 
are a people of repose and enjoyment, allownog 
pleasmre to come to them placidly and tranquilly, 
instead of running to embrace it. But when dis- 
posed to enjoy the delightful relaxation of fine 
gardens, tbey consider it no matter of foYonr,. tp 
enter one of the many enchanting villain whicl^ in 
tbe eniirons of Rome, and most other cities of 
Italy, are, with a liberality and munificence worthy 
of better daySf constantly thrown open to the 
public 
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CHAPTER IX. 

EOME CONTINUED. 

Thx PalasBzo Borgheae, near the Strada di Ripetta, 
fa more celebrated than the Villa, owing to the nn^ 
nieroiis collection of paintings which it contains. 
This fltractnre, but especially the magnificent colon- 
Bade of the court edifice, was constructed by the ar- 
chitect Bramante, on the grandest and most splendid 
scale. The walla of the upper rooms, not gene- 
rally shown to the public, are corered with land- 
scapes by Vemet ; and when the spectator enters 
them, 90 perfect is the illusion, that he is apt to 
fancy himself in the midst of green fields. A bad* 
ly lighted, though extensile range of apartments 
on the ground-floor, forms the gallery, which has 
long been one of the grand points of attraction to 
people of all countries who visit Rome. When I 
say that many of the pictures it contuns are by 
Titian, Raphael, Annihal Carracci, Albaiio and 
Domenichino, it can scarcely fail to be considered 
an interesting resort even to the most superficial 
obeenrer, and a delightful treat to all lovers and 
cultivators of the fine arts. 

I will not attempt any description of this col- 
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lection, which cpmprises so many gems of ines^- 
mable value, nor of the Colonna, which I also vi- 
sited the same day, and wjiere I spent many honn 
with infinite satisfaction. AIT the rooms of the 
Palazzo Colonna, are filled with paintings by the 
first and most eminent masters. The grandeur its 
splendid saloon displays strikes every one with 
awe and admiration. It is the residence of the 
princely representatives of the heroic Stephen Co- 
lonna, the friend of Petrarch, — the great Marc An- 
tony Colonna, one of the conquerors at Lepanto, 
whose valiant deeds are emblazoned on the walls 
of his descendant's palace, and for whom its storied 
ceiling forms so appropriate an heirloom. Be- 
sides these ornaments, its amazing and well-propor- 
tioned size, its giall'antico columns, and pavement 
of Grecian marble, all combine to render it one of 
the noblest galleries in Europe. When I see so 
many proofs of the liberality and philanthropy of 
the great families of Rome, I lament that liieir 
meritorious exertions are so inadequatly appredaf- 
ed by foreigners. The founders of most of these 
princely mansions were Popes and Cardinals,' who 
built palaces and villas, as receptacles for the most 
splendid objects of art, less for their own pleasure, 
than the admiration of others. Their taste, learn* 
ing and riches, were devoted to the embellishment 
of their country, while they often lived them- 
selves in a frugal manner, having no children 
to provide for. Their fortunes were not absor- 
bed by the turf, the gaming table, nor in those 
enjoyments which centre in self. Many of their 
magnificent galleries are now enriched with Valu- 
able and elegant additionis, by their heirs, some 
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oC wbom b«v8 also inherited equal good taste, 
which they display in the excellent ase they make 
of their riches. Though Pius VL spent millions 
in buying statues and digging up antiquities, he 
granted none of them to his relations, but consign- 
ed the whole to the public gallery of the Vatican, 
which bears his name. The same fine spirit of 
bberality, which we admire so much in the Ro- 
man princes, whose palaces and villas are ever 
open to the public, is not confined to their own 
class, but pervades the whole of the Italian nobility 
throughout the country ; so much so, that they 
are even accused of ostentation in the display of 
dieir treasures of art. 

Noblemen in Italy, as such, have no political 
importance in the state. Their title gives them 
a certain status, and, in virtue of it, they enjoy a 
degree of consequence in society ; but the Pope's 
valet-de-chambre, or Cardinal della Sommaglia's 
confessor, has more influence than any Count or 
Marquis in the States of the Church. The patri- 
mony of many of the higher ranks, and particularly 
of younger brothers, is often insufficient for their 
maintenance, with a suitable establishment. In 
that case, they do not always content themselves 
•with the idle or place-hunting mode of life, gene- 
rally resorted to by their titled brethren in other 
countries; they apply themselves to useful arts 
and sciences, not merely as amateurs, but with a 
view of turning their talents to some profitable ac- 
count. I became acquainted with an excellent young 
man. Count Alessandro S ■ ■ , who has very 
properly put himself above all prejudices, and is 
now, with every prospect of success, studying ar- 
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chitectnre at Rome as a professioii. I know othen^ 
who devote their time entirely to literatime ; and 
the title-pages of num^ons works^ on a rariety of 
snbjects, show that they hare not been remiss in 
their literary pursuits, however poorly they may 
have been compensated for their labours. Every 
one must allow that such conduct is highly ho- 
nourable in any class of society, but particularly 
so in that where merit has never been deemed 
equal to 6tr^^. 

Having recently seen so many admirable pictures 
produced by modem painters,! have been led to the 
inquiry, why it is that they excel the ancient, as much 
as ancient sculptors we^ superior to the modern ? 
We have no specimens preserved of the works of an 
Apelles or a Parrhasius ; but many ancient frescos 
have been dug out from the ruins of cities buried 
under the dust of ages. We can also form some 
opinion of ancient paintings from the descriptions 
which authors give us, and by some of the later 
works of the Grecian schdol, imitated by the old 
masters ; fix>m all which it is evident, that the rules 
of perspective are better understood by modem 
painters, although the ancients are said to have 
treated it as a science, and reduced it to principles. 
The modems are likewise acquainted with a greater 
variety of colours ; but it is yet to be learned whe- 
ther they are more vivid and enduring than those 
used by the Greeks, many of whose paintings 
I^iny speaks of as objects of admiration to the 
Romans centuries after they were executed. 

The cafes of Rome are crowded in the evenings, 
not with politicians, who are limited to the staid 
and sedate old gentlemen, occasionally seen poring 
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over the insipid oolamnB of the Diario di Roma, 
but with groups of listless idlers who resort to the 
Qoffee-houses, the theatres, or conversazioni, im- 
mediately after the Ave- Maria beU has proclaimed 
the close of day. The higher and middling classes 
pf society then mingle together for a few hours 
after sunset, in quest of that universal desideratum 
^--pleasure. The illuminated awnings, and tapers 
before the images of the Madonna, (which preside 
in every shop, and even at the comer of the streets), 
supersede the necessity of lamps — for the modem 
improvement of gas is a luxury which has not yet 
reached Italy. In the Corso, there is a traly Ro- 
man establishment called the Cafe nuovo, on a 
magnificent scale, as far as regards size, but defi- 
cient in other essential points. It occupies the 
lower story of the Palazzo Ruspoli, and consists 
of a niunber of anti-chambers and billiard-rooms, 
terminated by an immense unfumished hall, with 
dingy-looking walls, more suitable for a ball-room, 
thipi a place of resort to partake of a glass of 
*' mezzo mezzo," or a granata, an ice scarcely in- 
ferior to the unrivalled plombiers of Tortoni, or 
the no less celebrated matonelle of Venice. From 
this hall there is egress to a small but delightful 
garden, where all the old and young dandies of 
the capital may be seen early in the morning taking 
their cafe latte, or, later in the day, sipping their 
cafe forte. In summer, people of fashion merely 
drive up to the door in their shabby old equipages, 
seldom condescending to enter the interior cf the 
bottega ; and the ladies eat their ices without leav- 
ing dieir open carnages ; while their cavalieri 
serventi chat with themi or seat themselves on 
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tbe benches under awnings; In the emi&agi^^ 
the. gardens are U^ted up hy chandeltens, ererf 
alcore and recess heing filled by tbe nwaet* 
ous groups who assemble to eiyoy the cool oven- 
ing air» i^uidst orange-trees, and partake of re- 
freshments. A few artists, or old abhates, wee ob»' 
serred in retired corners, while the yeunger tad* 
more gay clerical beaux are strutting i^Mkut, as colt** 
sequentially as their rivals ih coxcombry, the effi* 
cers of the Guardia nobile. These are the aiestr 
regular frequenters of this well known lounge. Go* 
casional]y a maestro di lingua may be seen lookkig' 
out for pupils among the fresh imported forrestieiia$ 
and there sometimes may be discovered a half-pay 
officer of the army of Italy, whose tremettdoos iiras^ 
tachios give him tl)e air of a Hector, and whose 
ribbon of the Legion of Honour, oftea^ sported 
in the Caf6 Montansier of tbe^Pklais Royaie, indi*^ 
catdii him to be a Roman by birth, but a French- 
man in manners and poHdcs* 

The present Pope receives stfangen wlio are- 
introduced to him; with as much afiabiUty'as 
his venerable predecesaor Pins VII., whose psff^ 
tiality for tbe English was so well known. TM 
services of one of the clergymen residing at the 
L'ish college are therefore often put in mt^ 
sition, to perform those functions of ambasaa- 
dor at the Papal court, which were so loi^ tlM 
province of a Scottish ecclesiastic, the go<^ oM 
Abb6 Grant, noted for his urbanity and gentle 
man-like manners. Leo XII. receives only a 
few at a time, to whom he accords a sort ol pri^ 
rate audience, in one of his apacSments at the Vsk 
tican palace ; and their names beii^ previously !■- 
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Mcied inr tb» ftblMtie's liM for presefttfttimi/he takM 
tbuBiiii their turn, nnless there happen to be peersi 
mha en|by the cotirtesy of a preference sintihir to tbe^ 
emtfh* BtiqiMitte requires that every oneintrodnced 
8hcKt}il appear in unHFom or conrt-dreto ; and, aftef 
thepn^minary in^odiietton to Cardinal della Som-^ 
nwigiia, they are Qsbefed into 'the presence of bis 
Hoiimess^ - who receives them t<ritbotit the slightest 
pMip or cerenH>ny. In this respeet, his andtenee 
kutrnm quite a c^mtrast to the eonrt presentation, dr 
the rofkl levee of any other sov«i«ign in Europe^ 
froBv the "Aportolic Kaiser down to the pettiest 
pikiee in GernMuiy. I was amused at the ao* 
emiDti beard of an English country gentleman's 
eetis w ati i gB with the Pope, who, it s^iems, ask- 
^this gemdne John Bui), if he bftd everlMeeft 
in Rome before ? ** Yes," he replied, ** but it was 
during ilie reign of the late Pope; y&ur fcOker**- 

Eiigttsb' \Mm also get admitted to an audience 
with the same facility, except during boty "week) 
•murheft Rome is very full; asievees are* then seK 
%am hekiy dwitigto the many church cefemonieSb 
ISittfTttm^ however, rei^ested to w«ar veils in the 
Pope's presence. ' 

A ^w years ago, I remember attending a ball 
HI France, where some Englishwomen of mnk at* 
tiscted ^e gaze of every one in the room. TheiT 
.Mf-aalctd bosoms and arms, tnd the shbrtaess of 
tieir.pettieottts, surprised- even the French rou^s^ 
w^oc could scarcely believe that those lovely young 
ereatares were innocent or modest, according te 
the eammen aeeeptatfon of the wenL They had 
eaiSBMtted a greai^ mistake, in appearmg thus in a 
: sshiBe sami-«ttditie8 were unfihshkmable, 

T 
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tad <nJ^ Men «id«r the cdomiade' of A» ' 
Royale. Altboci^ we obsenre none of ovir Mt 
eoBBtiywodieii so very much in a stnlo of hjIbw 
in Mciety now, slill they aie guilty of m great wmA 
giartng improprieties in ibe eyes «f fore^iMfSy-^ 
saoh as staying for days and nigiits at conveni^ 
wkfaont any male friend, where tlie piesoiiee of 
ladies is only tolerated by matter of fiaVoMr, being 
an infringement of strict monastie mki. At pmb* 
Mc spectacles, and among crowds in foreign diies, 
they are again consptcnons. If a Uan is to be 
•een, no ez^on of arms, Choirs, or luigsy ii 
•pared, to ensue a good position. I recotieet aeo^ 
lag n yoong lady crossing a square in Rome, hold* 
ang np her petticoats to her laiees, to avoid splash- 
Hig a gaudy silk gown, after a shower of laia, 
while the Romans smiled contemptnooaly aft what 
they called her *< hnitta gambe ; " for n fine leg^ 
or n well-turned ankle, would esense evm greater 
imprepiieties. This is by no means n ganend ca»> 
mure ; for the propria and modesty of the gnat 
majority of the fair sex in England, is as weM 
known as the frequent dereUctaon of their ! 
character when abroad. 

At an early hour one fine Novraaber 
n party of us assembled at the Ca£§ Gmmms fm^ 
pwatory to an excursion to Tiwdi, which «» Ind 
contemplated for some days hefove ; and nitot n 
hasty cup of coffeoy -^e got into a ealdefan at ii» 
Piazza di Spagpaa. During the first part «f Ae 
drive, our attention was engaged in tafcing«f 
▼iew of ruins of baths, tombs and templss^ ( 
about the environs of Rome, whidi, notwilhi 
the frigfatlol descriptaoB often given of theasf m mif 
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icomiiioiignadear. laMaunn 
Ihaly to aa agrienhvriat^ the sigbt «f TineyardB or 
ooi»4ieldB would be more pleming; Imt would iim 
mn of taste or tke scholar wish for may alteratiott 
in that soil, which may be said to be as antique ae 
tlM^mins whicfa are still scattered over it ? Being 
jpet mtoiidied by the hand of modem cslturet 
^ thb long explorod, but still exhanatless miney** 
has been saered to contemplation. 
' We alighted at the cottage of a Tine-dfesser, now 
the entrance to what was once the superb Tibor^ 
line Tilla of Adrian, and made a complete circuit 
of the extensiTe grooads, embracbg sereral nulea. 

^ Here giant weeds a passage scarce allow 
To balis deserted, portals gaping wide ; 
Fresh leseons to die thiilkiog bmaoit bow 
Vain are tiie pleasaunces on earth supplied. *' 

What ha» already been traced out, of those re- 
mansshows on a g^and scale the ruins of temples, 
baths, banacks, ananmachia and hippodrome, which 
appear almost equal to those of Rome itself. Adrian 
might be called great, were it not for an indelible 
staia on hischarMter. He omitted nothing in tiag 
•pot to gratify the most refined taste ; his palace, 
hibliothsca, and hospitalia for viutors, were all in a 
eftyle of elegance and grandeur scarcely credible. 
The theatre is still partly remaining. Thepleaaure* 
gfouaads Isrm a representation of the Elysi^n fields, 
the realms of Plato, and the beautiful temple n^ 
Thessaly^ Another Peneus was made to flow near 
this spot, to lecail to the mmd of the luxurioue 
Emperor the diarms and associations of that do* 
hghtfol region, the Vale of Tempo. 

KtoK, the Tibor of Uoraoe, is not only interest- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 
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ing from its enchanting ritoation^ its ndns, its rodtoy 
waterfiftls and splendid villasy bnt from the ramanUc 
and classic scenes which snrronnd it, and which 
semind the spectator of Horace s correct desciip* 
tion. The house of the poet stands on the slope 
of the hilly amidst other classic remains of the 
Angnstan age. On one side we beheld the villa 
ftk which Msecenas died, satiated with the luxuriea 
of the world ; on another, the Temple of Hercnles, 
and that above the cave from which the Sibyl dic- 
tated her orscles. 

On oar arrival, we had accepted the proferred 
services of a cicerone, and were accordingly con* 
ducted over the regular routine, and compelled to 
listen to his tiresome, and often incorrect de- 
tails. What a jumble oi historical names he made! 
We first descended to the grotto of Neptune ; then 
we admired the beautiful ruins of the small ten^»le 
of Vesta, a circular celhi, surrounded with a por^K 
tico, of which ten Corinthian columns still remain* 
The cascade, although one of the finest in Italy* 
is artificial, like that of the Velino at Temi, but 
inferior to it in magnitude and effect. It appears 
singular enough, but the truth must be told, even 
at the risk of passmg from the sublime to the ridi- 
culous, that the cascade of Tivoli had got out of 
order, and, when we saw it, was undeigoing re- 
pairs ; the stream was therefore diverted from its 
usual channel, until the machinery ctttmected with 
the adjoiniug rocks and banks could be reorganiz- 
ed. How very absurd it was to announce, that 
the cascade could not be ffot t^ in time for the 
present season, but would positively be ready for 
the naxt I After making the whole circuit of the 
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t imwrim t ^QTinMU 0f TtviM, and listeoiDg to de« 
saiptions of every modem Italian viUa, we return-* 
ed by the lovely Cascatellesy — ^which compensated 
for the disappointment we experienced at the 
grander waterfal* We then recrossed the Anio 
^now the Tiverone) by the bridge of Lupns, pasft- 
ing by the villa d'Este, the property of the Dnke 
of Modena» a bastard branch of that ancient f&* 
mily ; and returned by the olive grove» through 
the Sabine gate, where we re-entered our tempo* 
rary quarters, after a few hours walk. I observed 
a chapel dedicated to the Madonna Quintilaneay 
where the villa of Quintilius Varus formerly was 
situated, and descried at a distance the three Mon- 
tecellif the Campagna, and the plains of Latium ; 
in short, many of the scenes described by ancient 
poets* This landscape, seen on one of the finest 
aiiiumnal days that the pure azure sky of Italy 
displays, embraced the Sabine hills, embosomed in 
which lies the valley of Rustica, the Ustica of 
Horace, offering a scene to which only the pencil 
of a Claude or a Poussin could do justice ; which 
two artists, the former especially, it is worthy of 
remitfk, passed annually several months of stud^ 
hare, and from the surrounding scenery many of 
thdur finest conceptions are taken. 

Soon after my arrival in Rome, I called to pre- 
sent a letter of credit from Contts & Co. to Tor- 
Ionia & Co., or in other words, from the London 
banker the Duchess of St Albans, to the Roman 
banker the Duke of Bracciano. Oh the universal 
power of that sine qua nan — ^wealth I In common 
courtesy, I refrain from alluding to his Grace's ori- 
gin* Whatever it may be^ ^o one will discover 
T 2 
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VQgvatlnraiyiy or imgivoefal mwmmv^^Mtt'ft^ 
ting big bulk bills exchanged at Torloniai's cmn^ 
iBg-bonse, or partaking of the festivities of hn 
•pisndid BHuiBion, to which the drcakr>iiitrodiie- 
ti<m will readily procure him an iBvitatioiu I 
made my appearance one erening in the mdat of 
a gay throng, when all the beau monde of Rone 
were assembled at the Palazzo Bolognette Cenii, 
BOW inhabited by-Torlonia. Italian prii»(»s andptii- 
cessesy cardinals, foreign noblemen and ambassar 
dofSy with English of all clftsses, male and>fem«le, 
composed the various gronps I witnessed'St the 
Dncai banker's soiree — ^for it was not a regular 
ball. There were many charming and fasdnatiDg 
Italian ladies of rank, sparkling widi diamondB, 
which, withont poetry, I llioiight scarcely eqaalUd 
tiie lustre of their eyes. Although the EngUi 
season, properly speaking, had not then oomiaeA^ 
ced in Rome — as the livmg avalanches ^rere only 
descending the declivities of the Alps and Apen- 
nines^-still a sufficient display of lovely int^eeting 
girls were assembled that evening to give a ikvowv 
able specimen of our fair countrywomen. Music, 
conversation and cards, were the amusements which 
this modem Cnesus had provided for his gvMts. 
The concert-room was crowded with dillitanti, iriib 
paid attention to the excellent performers, and, 
which rarely occurs in England, the masie seemed 
to be i^preciated as a real, and not merely as a» os« 
lensible source of attraction. But gold was the 
grand magnet. The &ro table was surreundedby 
all ranks of every nation, and of both sexe^ The 
votaries of Plutus evinced that eagerness and »n* 
dity which dtaractenze gamblersevery where; and 
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IttniVS dkVALLO. 



efen beaatf and humimf* loot 
liioir charms, or were foigotten' in the sincariij' 
of m idoiatroofl worship at the temple of the fa-' 
Tonrtte idol. The most striking difference between 
a Roman and a London route is, that in the for» 
mer the rooms are spadons enoagh for die com*: 
pany, whilst in the other, a squeeze and an over- 
flow are not only indispensable, but appear to be 
the supreme de%ht of the assemblage, who seen 
desirous of punctually solving Bishop BerkeWy'a. 
problem/ of ^* how many human beings in a perpen« 
dacular position can a given number of square feet 
ooiilain.V On grand occasions Torlonia gives balls 
on a more magnificent scale, at a palace he has re^ 
eantly purchased in the Piazza di Termini, where 
aU the vanity of the wealthy parvenu is display- 
ed in its marble galleries, painted ceilmga and 
oplcndad columns, in the midst of whidb our 
Amphitrion retains his natural air, *< plus interess^ 
qu interessant. " . . 

Monte Cavallo was po called, from the colossal 
slatues of Castor and Pollux that ornament ita 
Bumuiit. Each of these figures is holding a hone 
by the bridle, the workmanship of Phidias and 
J^pai^teles, if liie modem LaHn inscription on their 
pedestal is to be believed. Some antiquaries .sup« 
pose that they ori^nally stood, at the comers of 
the base of Adrian's mausoleum, and were subset 
qucntly' placed in Conatantine's hatha on Aions 
Quirinalis. It is not improbable that they mi§^t 
have^been co|Mes of two of the statues which Alex- 
ander ordered Lysippus to make, in honour of the 
royal horses killed at the battle of the Granieus» 
brought from Diain MaoedontoSome by Metelr 
las, nearly 300 years after. 
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ViMitd die Qdriiml P«l«ce<--«I WM J 
ed with the fine suit of apartments, which were 
occupied a few years ago hy the Emptfor ef 
Austria during his ri^t to Rome, from the ef« 
fects of whidi visit, it is said» the pontifical trea« 
s«ry has scarcely yet recovered. Million^ of crowns 
were then lavished ; and the Sacted College poni<* 
plains, that one of the most violent edicts against 
it was actually ooneocted in the QnirinaU end is-* 
aned on the return of their Imperial guest to YU 
enna, as a reward for the spleikdid fetes and hoa- 
pitahle entertainmeat he haid received a4 tha Ro- 
man Court. To defiray this expenditure, a new 
tax was levied on the pe<^le, who, of course, die- 
rish peculiar recollections of his Majesty, and their 
mistimed festivities-^*^ les souvenirs cfaera et 
Cruels.'' 

The Qnirinal Palace was the favourite residence 
ef Pius VIL hoth hefore and after he was forcihly 
torn from it, despoiled of all external honoucs liy 
the agents of Buonaparte, a^id confined in the most 
odious and unjvst manner, first at Savona, after- 
wards at Fontaiablean. The pictures it contains 
are not numenms, but all of acknowledged excel* 
lance, including seveial of the proudest triumphs 
ef Raphaels pencil, ftnd other admiiable produc- 
tions of the Roman acbool^ the noblest and most 
iflnportant of any. 

On leaving the Quirinal, I viewed the column of 
Trajan, who aspitied to he the best of Roman 
Emperora, desiring rather to be loved as a man 
tiian honoured as a sovereign* It was thus that he 
gained both the love and respect of the people, and 
inspired with dread only the enemies of hia ooun- 
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PILLAR OF TRAJAN. 2ST 

trfm Trajan*s magnificmit pillar is eacmsted witli 
marble bas reliefs, illustrating his TicU^ries in Di^[ 
eia» and it has been faithfully imitated in bronze in 
the pillar of the Place Vend6rae in Paris, to repre-^ 
sent Napoleon's battles in Germany. The brenze 
gilt statue of the Imperial Roman, which snr-^ 
mounted this superb monument, having passed 
away, Sextus V. had it replaced by one o^ St Pe* 
ter, . while that of his brother Apostle, St Paul^ 
unde^ the ditection of the same Pontiff, succeed- 
ed M. Aurelitts Antoninus in the Piazza Colon-^ 
na. . The statues of these Roman Emperora kept 
their' elevated stations longer than the French Im- 
peiial conqueror, who has already yielded his, on 
the Coknme de la Place Vendome, Paris, to the 
whUe flag and its lilies, until a St Louis or a St 
Charles can be ejiecuted. I also took a passing 
glance at the arch of. Janus Quadrifrons, a fine 
quadrilateral building perforated by two spaoious 
passages, each side being thus occupied by a 
great arch; but it is unfortunately in a very 
bad position ; while Marcellus's theatre near it is 
in this respect still worse off, for its ruins are 
built upon, and form part of the walk of mean- 
looking houses, inhabited by the very dregs of 
the people. Four beautiful Corinthian columns of 
white marble, the remains of the portico of.Ootavia 
in the same quarter, now grace a fish- market. ^' Sie 
transit gloria mundi I" 

Strolling . along the . Stra/da Giulia, I obtained 
admittance into the Palazzo of Prince L. Spada, 
who has been long a prisoner at the Castle of St 
Angelo. . I there saw Pompey's statue, said to be 
ibe same which bad been sprinkled with the blood 



•18 Fplf 9»r*» STATO^ 

if the DietMor. Itisy«iybteretdiigtotiewtte 
impmng stem wMJ&etf nf this keroic statat, wkioh 
Magi to our mted the memcvable «vettt <# ikv 
Asalh of C»nr, stabbed by hie fnend, wbo eeat^ 
fieed primte fectog to e iease of fmblio gm^t 
** b«t BrataB wee n bonomble mae \ " Maasf 
deabtt bare been raieed by aa^ariei m tmikm 
identity ef this elatiie; soetie f«|ectiiig it, eHriag !• 
tbe improbabiKty of a Ronaa CanBttl being npee* 
eented with the globe of power, and a iiiMle^ em* 
eept Ae eblamyei whieh eoneatntee the heme 
etai a o "' eu t i botee which aecord mnch better wkh 
tbe imperial master <rf the world, than wiifa the 
npnblican general; whilst ethers pretend tm 
dueerer eeaoe likeness between this statue ef 
Pompey the Great, and his features, m repiesant' 
ed on medals. May, ^ey etrry tibekr teaiid* hyu 
p e theoos so far as to asscart, that a stttn near $im 
right knee was certaiidy caused by tiie Ueod el 
C»nr. Would the Senate of Rome have 1 
le ereet an heroic statiie to hononr the ceaqiai 
in a hnndrsd battles ? who sttbdned the Bast, i 
gare to his country an empire, whese^ 
lasted two days, and was graced by ina 
trophies, aad seferal captive kings? The \ 
Is obvioias. But supposing the identity ef tfcst 
piece of marble to be a jftotion,^^or the ptay^el 
the imaginafkm amy cause ad erMineeue jndgaMU 
—it nerertheless operates as elfectaaUy oo cea» 
nott ebservers, and much mora agreeably than 
plain matter of fact. There is little else WMfth 
seeing in tbe unfortunate Prince 8pada's palafl% il 
we except an admirable design in alto relieee hy 
Bernini, ilbistraitng tbe rales ef perspeaii«a,.nei 
cording to the proportions adopted by VitraTius. 
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AnfcMfMiy ofaieAy dkesigjaed by Raplnely la th« 
0mnAom or kf^ «f the Vatow, wUcli m 
gm e wJ ly kn#iTO by the veiy fine engrafiiigB «C 
them by Volpalo. I efunmrdt noted the etiWHi 
^ cbwnberecf R^^Mdl» ooteved with freBoos, bodi 
wntteAMl eciiiagB^ all deiigaed er {MUAted by tlMit 
•imioiMB msBter and hi* favowite {rapil Ginti* 
ftemano* The«aoet«elebfatedc4B^<f<Hcw«,.hei% 
m ko&WBk aa the School of AtfaoM ; which m m 
mienmnmti howerer ; lor k <nigl^ nufaer te be eaft* 
l^tiie RwgBDM 4if Seitiice> ae many ph ihw of A wia 
aad aMista bciag introdsoed who ^nriahed leaf 
after .tlttt school had «eaied to exiit. But aay 
aaaefaroniBai; in point of di^ or coataaaei ia ez« 
aatgUe horn waA a panciL Braaiaiito figWM ia 
II, .«ad^ the naino of Axchinades, with who» 
Bakhaaar Caatiglioni* Pemgkio, and Raphael Ana- 
ae% 4ffe aeon dtopatag the heaoor of intntortalitf 
iatlho^arlk The nepfaaonlation.iriF the battle gabad 
hy Coaalantine at Rms Milnasy k ngaided aa 
eaa of ^ graadast displays of «doiirii^. It oo« 
a^pna eBa.«ida of the Sala di Coastaotiaoy wfaieh 
ia-wHaraly decorated with the deeds of that £a»* 
poBor. Uk doaatioa of Rome to St Sili'esler k 
malt tegettan. It k represented in this freseo by 
Ihe fresatttatioB of a golden iaaage of ^ gocf- 
dasa BoaMk to the Pope. It naMaUy oeeopisa 
a'^conspioaoBa jdace in tk^ Vatiean, as one 4>f 
4n> gioaads oa which hk sacoessors hafaiooad- 
4d ' their elaim to temporal poiww, and ibe po»* 
session of the palnmony of fit Peter's^ wUeh, 
except dwriag slrart iatervals, they hare retained 
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mi' the OMst valuable Ib tbe worid^ . k ow«b ilB 
«rigiii to 'Martin V.^ wbi» broi^t « oo Mwiiam 
'«f MS& fipon * AvigooA in tbe eariy pai« ^o^ ifae 
*iMi eaotury. CaUatna I£L amployad mftitypaiw 
<aima in Groece, Esglaiid asd G«rBMBy, &Ahte^ 
m§ all tbe paeeiens atoiea of litmifenre, aMl*taa»> 
ecribiDg MS&, to aBriob it. Leo X. watde con* 
aiderable additions^ and Sextna - V. ordered* Seat* 
laaaa to bvld tbe proaent Itbcury, wbicb vaaa thrawA 
<apen for tbe ^nse of tbe pnlHio' by aeeae a^ Ua 
fVeMraUeand kamed Bneeeaaora.- It^mnftvlbar 
-MHricbed by three valnable coUectHMMr in ibrl9tb 
centary; Isi, Tbe Dnke of UrbiflM^a MM* ^ Sd; 
-^IIm extenire libnuy of ^ Elaetor BilaiBav* v^ 
uraa iirivian firiMa bis capita by .tbe Dnke W^Ba^ 
mtim ; 3d; Tbat of Cbriatina, Qneen e£ Sm^bb, e 
•faaat patronaaa of bterMore and tbeeHa^- ^vfeve- 
raided leng^ in Roa»y «id be^peatbed berMbavf 
ao tbe Vatiean. It noor cenaiata of umt^iktm 
aOfiOO i^ummt bimndea 11^8^ and abHg^CK^ka* 
4ion of vaiimble obfeets of curieai^, nnadera'aad 
laar^fne, of wbiditbe eolkotien«f nMa»a»«aapft- 
•raUy Enable. Tbe paintinga on its walkM-Md 
iceiliiaga aie well eaEecoted by Raphael Maap^ 
'A&d aaany-^otber idde aitiatS) who water e wploy a d 
401 deearatiag %bem» There is also a ee ti e eti om af 
;€briatian aatiqitttiea, foraied by Pope. Banediat 
tXIV.9 and a small oae of bronoe atattM)a*aii4«a- 
•eiaat tnatruneBta ; likewise two magttifieeBa ca»- 
4elabra of Sevres porcelain, presented -to ffina.Vil. 
jtA a sewacd for bis csosaing the Alpa in the depth 
,of winler» to anmnt tbe bei^ of Napoleon with the 
•aacaed nii^ioD^ the moat en ba q rw o n t a6Mab«i*4he 
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sTTiw^mt iir mvcozu Ml 

«aiid4Pe{Mls*ife^ tand^^bat of ivWdi Im ii aaii^t* 
hum • moMk Biacmly repestad*^ Tbii ktii i ii ttBy 
inWBWiiri of Pbpdi sBnqlity is pfraierred in tlie 
gaUnryjrf ike VMieftn ; Imt mieaee is ttdntraed 
4nlb>f«9Mrd t^hsiAiflftwy. In o&e ml the baiii< 
iB9t:juktftdM to the noMWD, tlteve it an «it#» 
UiilMBa»t ^ Mosaic f aiating, wUisb is the pas* 
«lpal achaol joI that ine braaeh of art in £«ropc^ 
mam mmo.itimnkmg a stale m Jtalf. 
t . 0£ tkft.aiaHy a^Smdtd cImRdlea in Bone, Jht 
flwiit aawe |Matieatar attention tban that of §i 
j^tm in Vinooliy not ao ara<^ for ita flnlei loofe 
tolaiam of mainio Groee, wfaiehaepaiste (be nmm 
SMi.tiie uaies, aafor tbe tomb of Jdias IL (dIcAa 

a), wluab is Aclomed by the nost snfaftinie 

I of the ^sakm of the i^realeat aeoifrter 

<ti»ea baa pfodneed. This toaab ia ai^ 

.byaatataeof Meoe% tfaewnkof Miafaaal 
«4agalo» .wMak .ma»tk many of >the ezqaisite pn»^ 
dnetHMaftof the4sieeiansehoot'inofif|tBality; msi^ 
4&ti eiaiMtad peopriety of ejipiaauoiiy heanty of 
Mti M ie » and grandoiir of coaoeptionv it al^i v»> 
«aiaa«Mipproaohed. The aolenit and awM ma- 
jeaty>of 4hiBi matchlesa piece of scnlptora presmis 
«vheldnew of ooncaptioa cbafacteristie of this great 
flMsteraiarifaUedpoarem; but witb cbaradanstie 
ttBBaUeaos8» it rabibita i^so mnchof the irfegidarl<> 
:lfi>aiid eatraaagaAce whiili disttngidrii mdnppily 
anaay of the best productions of die author. 
*: Otae 'Ofeoing I directed my steps along the 
kmnhm of the Yeliew Tyber, to enjoy the tnaqatl 
ham of departing day. The river roiled tarfaidly 
along ita lonely and desolate comae, through the 
amavpf'plainy nMeh- had ifaen been -teipssiiied by 
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t«bi iller the 
ttM WM tiw Ueak watte «f tile CMBpegM, 
mi'hf tihmtMai anplMiMre el bMb, i 
lijriheSiMbMaMmiituiH. OfllMe, ihei 
lMlveffiieii««lepedlB am|NNHrofar ~ 
«dtiiiV wk^ the 1«« i«y»«f the 
MBged their eMMiitt^wMi geMi mf&Mf i 
|e iiloDiae «tiMr piiaie of the heria 
prolonged ^ obem of ckniBg deyv 
#Mp expMBt'of bfaiey wiigaled ipf i 
Ifatt, M (hef ntne yet TintiAe w lie i 
IHWMshed th«i bfidge, where, fifteea 
isfe, G o uet Mi l i Be, under the religieae i 
Ws aMMd faiMaer, ^ Be hoe irigAo ▼ineet,'' * ■ 
hyiiigeod mmtmvne^ horn hk 
epinimiy eottqneied the rif«l fimperef, ead-Mi^ 
thmed thefjeoiee of Pelfth^Mi, wMt ell ile enfelH^ 
< >i ic e tf Mw, guee and dMaatiaM, eenveitiiifthi 
IdttfetMot tenptae of theiaipeM ■innw 'ef .the 
#otld, into the gorgeoin saaolMdieetif «ittlaeflii 
Hnhf whitiiy tnuk tni i|Nii^ mmi tfmtA'0Mm wttk 
mmK\f qter B(ttttfpe> <:i 

The PiMitheott ia new oonveHed into • ehmtii^ 
called Santa Maria ddUa Rotoiida, dadteaiajiti 
aHthe fiafailt. Its pottieo « coufNtted «f -^nglil 
«ehiBdie in fnk% and a einttar row wMiki^>«ff the 
CorHithian order. Its doBoe^ well knoiMt'tte the 
irieat in finrope, it IW feet ki dkwwter, «ad alvMi* 
the tame m height, having neither ftilir mar wiai» 
daw, onfy a la^ nrand'aycrtare in lie top ; a 
peeidiaritjr which, together with te ahapo el thi 
ottAce, aendeta it wwj naftt for the piupoiaa'otf^ti 

>*i»IMprd4iiamiaitha4 
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Ukimtk ^ HilMt d hmAuk gid^ mm 

( a£ Mi.wtaa ih kgp of modmm gnul 

■wniigit wboift «ra DmiI% PotiiidH. R»f 

Awlwil fltiwwrii EUbdisir MelMtMio^ wd 




^f.Hi jipodMOiii. TUi 

1^ tawitan, Md|Mi9* 
ttM|kUcitf , avrm gnadmi 
rt whkk pw.iBMltirt all lh« 
1^ mAf Amuoi in^Mlrf. In duM^ tii» 
fKoMffie of S«i«o Miiio M Fiofo oi FlociMi^ 
.todof .St Polor'fl »t Bono^ tlit proodosl bowl of 
jMMlMi inshttootoml Ukan, is oopiMMod tobuNi 
Imm dongaod bf Vitionoot Uio gieok omm «i 
«id»Mi«io.^ tko Aogortino »§^ lo nimii dip 
in^TfolF Iho Cmmmt and tbo on in 
mmA wdohlod. Win*.»oi^^i 
Pnthoon wooM ankol A oookKy of 
jMiH^ of .wkow Cooovoi W08 tho heod^ ood oi 

jwl» Kiih Mifaiia ta o lB ond |Mraper feoUtigi^ 

I of oioiif ilbmrioai iadividuklo bo plo^ 
jihipfiolo oichok Oao ngntto that, to 
^ « iwplii okudd ool bo #o d b »w » < ^ Ml 
» fiw BiOMoriti* of Ibe Mighty dood. 
Iho I^oioro-^aionr of tbo Capitol baa few at»> 
iiii liiiw. oooipafod with tho oppoaito wiai^wboia 
OOMOof tbefifioil«otiqpio»tatM% wbiah weio acatt- 
aaffod with aoeb j^ofitAaii diMmgfaoot Italyi have 
uJMaa^fery diffmnt i 
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«f tkm ineieiit fhikm^phcnit end el' Ibe 
m^^on^^ &ma 4he fini CwMT-toi^ GditoMnv 'CM' 
Vwifing • pimd oi tbfee Mit«fiM» •mta'At 0Mai 

fr^.Mid>ip»nAw»ly «C liwir. hhiftoficri'WidrflMwtBit 

^0f-t^w4H»4^r^l^y'an kipjttattt g p nak .«-A< 
DUHiy fMCi* of- teilptitMiy'piMi 
(Mibr bf fliMi^MiOK viriib Att faMi 
QrtM»^4if tbfr ftmagiib' iifc^^dii 4}»» 
pkoUoft' G«Uery^ the fttalne^ a«il. d— etvM gt^ 
•ltt«iUioa» ^ale^'lhe Dytig GkdMto^ pirtly wtwpi 
#dii^^«iineaAd feel hy- WAaiel Jmgel^^t^ 
W^am, Mcrihadtg l^uitties'; the iMult CiWUMMiipt 
tli0eoloaial#t«taeQf Bfniliw; Ui^^wMip <rf GwpM 
MidvBijrohei #iid, dbo«e«tt, tii* •dttimbbfMiiwi 
ilat»e<«C A^ppiwij iirhidi te draper]^ it^fae iawil 
19. «wteBcey. aiMifWheiiee the fMw«tt»<Hm*trf> Wep e i 
Irob's iMdhw WW eopiodk I «Mf «l9(> viniMii««tt 
Iwu Jw Me l ittle fpem^ia th^^peHe^ieay dea w tbodi h y 
W i ny - It<i»abeeatiftd moaaie,. ni||vdied 'hgraa^ 
tiquaries as the origbal of Sobiu, known ae iiM 
Smr D^ea^ whMi asaa iftpao a en t ed playiay < ww i iw 
tide nd a Teasel fiiU ofc ww$>r 1 ^tiy icon^oaad iiw 
oftffM'o^iinra.Qf the arft*«f amsiaat flaesaic^-.WlblMr 
e^yiag an exijpisite tieait of m^four .ha«n,^>wMf 
rtpnt^ffliphrtiiia' the ww JMit ifeiuimwa aiiduHaed-iiMi^ 
in the TeBeraUe waHa of the Capilcdy I >did'«a^ 
#Bdt the^. view fiom the top of it««o«Kr« wUdi 
ja. eqiMMf 'end evwa^ ^pielecable, in* saaaa . «iap«gi| 
4b»lhat fro^L.the deow of St^ BeterW , -^^/^ 

. Iherp'areaoobjeata iaRometflgwTO iMti^^ 
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wi g M dw «f tiitf C vlbttMiin> tad >lMi 
^ §1 Benuffd, «ee«p7 ilMB* tiiBk TbeovtHf 
«€ tiMM bfttbt k 7M itt s perfiMt 
flMMi ^iiMiilrnnffttffivfmi tells flo«f«i» 

dedintted to the MadoMM degli Aligelk Hw frar 
■■^■■^ *VQiHBav fir xmmnu ^nuiiQ nvm MifV 
#Mr wMMi l>fW|[M to fiittvipey "Bwy^ott IM dlnto 1 
wl«i «^|inl fniiiiber« in nmtalMii ef Uioto hi^ 
mmmmf kwlMetfvtvp to c o a^l tte the rfb cW 
tbm 4» ttlw >e^ieckm in Roote; lirliMP»«tr 
: tttid fknier jpiUm nejr he te 
yiey seem q«te o«i of pleee in RdoHM 
The flpiendMdr ef tlm iollle ediie» Ib 
by most encieiit Mi^MMPt. A furt ef ii 
leiMwrtii»|il#pertyipfeedMBalmkyofCeiilitoiM| 
IMw»9 wto h«v« Ter^ wnely •▼ailed themtelwe ef 
toetonakto hwild * 
» the doiiter hemg ptot ef the mdeiit « 




Thef«iiitt»f the hiths ef CMMyie edH %ea^ 
» the eMgjMfiaenoi ef that ImperU 
Vbe l e ui— waXk ef tliMe laMieMe 
files^ MAere etiH atMdiiig, e(>eli to ahe idifv 
aid itRp^ ef ereiy eraanent) ioctadidf 2W eii* 
pelb anshie colmmii, and 16M seats ef thai 
BinaiMl, which they eie said to faa#e 
JWBsysituatedto toe anast ^of ands^ fla* < 
any other bnildhig «r hmnaa^hahitatioaii ebtedonw 
9i to if«eds and esilitade» thtos Irownaig laina 
ria aH thaai Uds w u s er^eMf, aun iias il i ^ 
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eKUUled; their iM^atted ntaadoft eaiblm|^ tbv 
ii|i«Mator t» form a eofroct idm «f tbiir eaiHit;^ 
Jh^ Moog Ml or lobby, wbcM loiteremtwvilid 
nHnr tarn to blithe^ senred tHao for rocpptttMB^ odto^ 
orcisey and iiMtnictioii. TberO) pbikMOpbon W0f9 
in tiito faftbit of locituriii|j[ ; ftnd wor faMO" tbo j 
litf'of Home^ that the porlieoes troie i 
by poeto to redte their Tenes* 
' From the aotoasing mmber of sMwsv i 
md the nveflt flpeeimeiitf of thei&vaiii^ dug ova «f 
these nriney' and iio«r scattered idl over the fsbfe 
Buneamaaiid pvrvate colleetioBeof Roiae^ wensf 
JMlge of the hunmotw and 
whieh they^wera InmUied. The i 
iahdd with ararble, and ^deeorated withr 
HNMaier and the waAraad ceiiiagt were 
nith'ftweoa. 

Wtb a. feeHa^ of aadneM, i vievped the- ( 
ilfo nam of -rainei on ^ BiteiM MSMf ' 
amee stood* the palace of ik» Cfloaars^' 
fjavdena. of the Vaia Faniesew Thk is ako tl» 
site of the Circns Maxinras, width was prohaUf 
finidty demoliriied by Paul III., tiie vrnTerss^ &»» 
alroyer of antiquities. Here sUenee and doaaia 
iMn aasr leign ; the very ooil is* fanned of fngf 
ments of old brid^worfc, tafo, and ladtatsil 
^ter, which defy the most lynx-eyed, ahSM^ 
and peraevefiag member of the Antiqoariaa So- 
alaify to make oaa any imeUigihle vastigis»« l» 
dho o i w the allgbtest dne to |^ ' 
or lead la any satiafiMory rssalt. 

A. visit to the nonnment of Cains Cestos, i 
the gate, of St Psnl, occopied bio obe aftonwoBi. 
This proud stnpendnoas tomb, unUke Eastern py- 
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' iMfli bf tlavM for tjfrulB to i 
in, " tnmmdtfl iSbe mme of Caiiu Cettvt to peo- 
teritT— Olid no mare than tlie bare name. Unae*- 
coaipaiiied by glory, a alranger to fame, ^ page 
of hiatory neitfaer records citic nrtoBB in the sO" 
Batte, nor heroic deeds in the field, achieved by 
ttaa great unknown. Were it not for this 8ple»* 
did momnnent, no trace of his existenoe wouhl erme 
httre reached after ages. History is sUent regard- 
iBf the mere rich man ; for weakb alone is no title to 
teae; and he miio is deetknte of fenina oriraloMr, 
can only be accidentally handed down to posteri^* 
linr the gate of St Pmal is aioositiMted the £ag;- 
naw' bnryng gvouBd, or, more properly 
ifanlofallforeigwia BotGall»lic84 A fowl 
iiifienBl tombs and pehry inseripliow ▼ainty alf 
tanptto lescae from oblmoir die names tbey w 
cord. Diey can attract the attention of saofa only 
ebmre to lanMit sdmafriiiid or nriatiTe, who any 
\ fboiid'a waatingoplaee m. thia okuwic aoik * 

^ Por the sal^e of true genios, it is to be hoped ffaat 
aib«re ie St least one exceptton DratDthig eondntleo. A 
fe w ys s is t§Or the moitalramMatof Ibe Author of •* Msf^ 
perion» '* and " TJU Eve of St jignei, " were deposited in 
this *' strangers* burying-ground " — See Shellkt*s Preface 
to **Jd&naU, •' Pisa, 1821, from trMch the following is an 
evtrsct •« John Keatsdiedat Rome of conaumptiQtt, ii 
4iia««siilSFfiMx«liye«,ontba-< — of *—.- 1881; and was 
bmiBd in the romantic and lonely cemetery of the Frotes* 
tants in tliat city, under the pyramid which Is the tomb 
of Cestus, and the massy walls and tpwers, now mouldev- 
*b(f aoddcselstet iriiicb ibmed 1km oiMuil of sncisafc 
.<ffaii '&» c— BSlary is an. openipace anooog the nuat, 
covered in winter, with Tiolets and daisies. It might 
make one in love with death, to think that they should 
be buried in so sweet a place.*' 
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CHAPTKR X. 

mdMc «eimvo«a^ 

Ti»m tie mmj modes ef lamngimmm i 
wMtm% flfiag to liio ^mmmm wmom 
*««raD rfw>qttown''eio«hdortl»wmiwli 
img in Loodbo* il dom irot» t bo i ef o w^ i 
ne, thM «o ttiuiy p eo p i o df all dhMe% « 
to ibe vmetl eodoiesr) wiio MmnHf liiteM ii M o 
VBebM§(ed the fo^y «teiw|ilieio of OnfifiigMi 
or C toi i p B idB, for a top to Mfligaio» rfwvkl ««# 
bo iadooed to aijoy for « time the wem em of 
Italy^ ootd bpealbe the fmre eir of tkeootttli. Sir 
tm iifcre ieiie|fir wiie bee |ileiit|^ of vmuf"^ 
flirow away, there !b noiraiit of attracSon at iMM 
and Rinaldrs. The Piaasaa di Spagna, Via A OHI- 
40ilt» or the Cofao» hold oat tMptakioM w o^ gh 
ta the dbofiie of lAtneoty noiMdai HiedawiMr^oli^ 
t^lioh, as nuany can testify, heildee thtt «MWo 
expensive Inxaries of protnres and statues ; and ^tte 
asay iiave the pleaaaie of payiaf as dear far Atm 
^ Roeiie as m Chifsile'e or Roliias^ salea^ idl aial^ 
nmted geimine origfaah IWntt liie most iseleMM 
Bsasteps ! There are also regalar Ma$nfj/ba9n$9 of 
aatiqiie% wldsh bear all the chsinatawstic 
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€X' VKteftstf fwitwiict^ illiioilgb notab bmh^ itsfik 
fiom ike workdiop ai aoaia in^wtiiMU Roohhi* 
Ermry ingeiiioiis.expedieBt m tried> and aol in ▼»!% 
tofet Eaglish mmai&yf a tatiaaMui, tlie [NiaamakMi 
mi wbieb^is a pastport to tfae afifeetimiKta ragaid iaf 
ear Francfa, S«ri88» and Italkun friead% and I miiii>- 
eenkf belknre» the <mfy reoomBEMmdalioii we bavi 
iatlMireyaa^ Raeolleelmg the old adage» «' Wbas 
fMareat Bame,'*. ho^ I followed tbo gaaeial 
aanmple of patroDising modmn artiata, andaeleclad 
mhm nramiariabof &• ^kftiitkt CaB8ai% (al^ 
IhoQgli Itttle akillad in iiiuBiBmatics)» bucIi aa^a few 
VMMlMby oovBred vn$k tb&nial of ra^as yM waomh 
0lf9m,f\3immdihf: )m >HoBaeaa» aad aoaae:otiiar.*teir 
iflaa9*^v9i^Bgr fliiPMli of fthe.oppofteiiity the .p«»* 
ahase of tbam afforded me, to take a iafiriev <^ tba 
dtffataaa kcaaehaa of indmriarjr, whidi fionriahi in « 
IpwtJtiiieaaBfa owing to feragn eaooarageaMQt^ o% 
aaaPanfiKiaperiy apedkiag) gollsMitf. . » 

•i speata^dayia Uie TnwstiTere, iribere them 
ifcBttliolHerraUe a eerlain bold fieioenew m .the 
'pbj^siQgiMwiy and ebaraeter of tbe Romao poa^ 
iaiiti'j'» who jraaide.iNEi ^o right haak o£ the Tybe% 
a«hafaal«riatMi which la not diseov<erablo in asiy 
^iher district of thepatrioionf of St Peter. Thtm 
• ^p laiiMata a>di^iiLaaraee» inharitkig'ffoiii ,their 
aoaeataaathat local, pnda which Eowe baa alwajw 
aictedia ita nadirs ; aad, aadar an uocoulh o»- 
tmo^ thay^ aaa aaid to coneeai baai^ that. beat 
i»aUy^ witb'lffira aadpnde af th^ coaiilj?y« It waa 
•diapeil haaadt far the laat tiiae, the haantifttl and 
fialhalie aic of-^' Smmh BmnaJ mm seijj^u eoam 
mu jm m a /*** andnndar iach.ciiiciini i ta n caa > that 
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itedb o^ ih» amaedt BMmns, the dnndr of 01 
Cedli% tiM pittonBM (if mwio, it wnfhy^^ 
fOgihrnw^v, that OM nny adinm that ktvlf iHagt 
nfrinrtii, ftMlseof theSraitbf Madsmoi Thi 
iteiior k ahe lioi igd wi^ > M ai ioia i >y AMi^ 
W CmnmaL Jm^m i imi leatiag^ tber lyMfilt 
•fMttilc ill mjiMiiM) npmuom ikM isi 
wpamg words, <« Roma, Roma I " ww wuni a d m»if 
tiT^ triMM tanoDf ^ wmar of iho aamrti'-near 
Ae antecholjr BnMMDa CmaaOf m tho 9«b» 
gaawB Lttogwa* I fiw&d tkat ifao^ pimm^ti 

m lj uiiifiil iriack-«yed iiwaala, giftad widiatiiita 
«iliiali<disluig«ialwd hareteii B«a«m %km i 
liiiigfcliw «f Italy. 

A km :ho«nr maf be mmi 
my tuM » tba gaUory of GardinA'SiaBii,' 
eilraaMly Iftonl and folite lo^^all 
«n deaboaa of -wiitiaghia delighaftd palia, i 
iM* aiily Mog taadiiy gamsdoB apyjicialiiwii 
ovoii aant to thoae wlio deaira adamnoa. 'i 
oattaatioii oooMrti cslaieily ol ifaa «miu of 
IMd Dmoh «aalei% in wbieh ii » «ii|Miiar im mtf 
m Italy. It ixMtaiaa aofanl by Taalara, Raya- 
dael,C«ypaad HobUaoai; of tba▼a^r^i)MaaaM- 
lit in tbnr claMt. I liafa lawfln to ~ 
^Midd not ba vary diffianlt to piavai 

to paii with aoaw <«f tbaai. for a i 
i;far, daring hia " . 

ha waa aitnw i d inariiy hwiah in Mb i 



i avta, «f «iiiah ha wm n i 

Ha oair fmmm «^0allair 
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\uhm rmmi iikwm, wUA m m \ 
««rliMM, ihtt he i» ia a gMinww 
•Kilht aU^wMce he w^^jb !»• CanlinaL It i| 
•fW»lk«edL thU he araikhiiMetf ef ibeiiHtiir 
mm chaiwi <a# evsr nok nkctxmkmm |>il6W«f 
«|M( iMie ef Aeie> in bit estteotiM, ef which hi 
enlffngms^etleet IbvMnUf epiiiMMi hunerifi te gil 
lUel lheiii.4NfrfiMM, in eiiierlastipfly lb»'«» 

Xh0 «il«ri«r of dM Gem (cbnvsh k M ifriwiM 
^.ialeiiep le riekeed mepiilrent l%wm4t^ 
bf dM erohiteol Vipida, lad heik el ihe 
i/f)f a Ceadinal whe diai a weinhe* eC ihe 
el jMkt* The eltir eC S( Ig^mlHii im 
IiO|nile» ili iHwrtnone feniidei^. k pie-«aiiieail «i 
oniaoieiit, enrichad with nerble ead piecioae eleeMb 
ead 4ereeety 4 with eoaie geiMl haiii reKe^i by 

eCiqiw AmiK* TUe le the prineipJ chnaib bet 
ta (be peiwftrlid and iafaetttial oedv el 
I m ftosM^ 4ihidi, il aot the ikheat aar 
k the aieel eeWnaled ia Bar a y e h 
na»pi»ieytoit ea whieh k vae 'CdwnM in IWi^ 
e et eb i whail ;*te f ortrcr for mepe ihaa two eeatarie^ 
iaJUia ead. Ameifca, ae wieU at la eveiy Galhelia 
SMa id fiarafie^ tha Mnbeie hatiag haaa cheMtt 
ee aeafeawai.tQ vaajr ofanmed heede* 
> TheJIeeaita^ abhoagh eitoUed ae tfaapraflraW 
galeak «f the beii eyeteae of nabHc edacetie^ 
hare. iMan piaecribai ead eapclied aakee ihea 
thin^fr-eeraa tiiaee Noee their iert mppreMiea by 
GmgmfAOp fiwB Ffeaoa» Italy, aad Foftagal. 
Xhay haee ktel^ beeaeeetored in ife iw4> lonaer 
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iBatSxHttlisi ft greiit«r ftway iban ^ riiua^i ^-mf 
^er religions i«Bittii«ion. The or^er k g&wwAuiA 
hy a general, wbo is elected for Hie, and rtwaye 
i^ides in Rome. He is Tested with absolute pom^t 
in the apponitmeat of all priors, and in every* Mf- 
^latkm comieeted 'mth the eonstitatfien and iMM^ 
Hal managenent of tlie cemnnmittes over wliidi he 
presides. Both D' Alembert, and de Ptadt ex-«rdi« 
bishop of Malines, have treated llie mahji&f^ oif #^ 
ind^sm togieally and impaHklly in tMr worlo. 
I>oct0r Fortis, a Venetian, is tlie pre^nt geaetaL 
fi^ was long chief of liie college at Modena, wlme 
these wmthy fathers towik deetperroot tfaaarlK mf 
trtiher part of £nrope, Enbarg in Switaeriand'eK* 
teepted. He is a yery old and infimy but leaittei 
•man, and much esteemed by Hferaii* 
*-■ ResolvedtoTi^someof the colleges •fiHy#wn 
eoantrytten in Rome, I availed mysdf of the hM* 
ness of a venerable Franciscan ftiar^ to whose %&h^ 
^cea i had previondy been indebted as • iAmn mi 
«t one of "die cbiir<^-eereniODies* He u Acred Ma 
lihrongh his own humble chapel and convent, wMch 
Ibrmed a striking contrast to the ^en<fid esl*^ 
bfisbment of the Jesuits, which I bad jost Mu 
Instead of the riches and magnfficence diitplayed 
%if the latter, I found in the Irish FVanciscaai Mi- 
vent only that ^ich mendicants profesr itt'dielr 
irewa, self-denial, poverty, andcontempf feriwiorld- 
ly grandeur. My next vimt was to tbe Smeh 
college, which is quite on as moderate a scale.'- Mr 
M-*^^, the rector, received me very politdy, and 
sent one of the students to conduct me into the 
church, and to show me llie whole estabHshment, 
wtich n in no way remaricablo; nor daditpMiODt 
any object worthy of particular a$teatipn. There 
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mm mUam laore than firar friett%> aad 
^ddoen ttadento in it. 

Tbe Pppe 1ms lately pabliahed an edicts mhidk 
hm mMdm kim aziramely unpopular. Ha haa i»» 
Atttuted an aaylnm for aawaHMnn atOatia» and aooM 
otlier nnbaakby towna, abmit ten leagnea from 
timoBf with a view of increasing their pc^jyolatioa^ 
tbongh, it is to be feared, at the imminent risk of 
tmvellea passing near them. Sanctuaries were 
first suppressed by Urban V. in the fburteentk 
centnry. They were afterwards re-eBtahlished» 
miahling men, though guilty of the greatest crimeay 
to shelter tbemselTas, by seeking refuge in the 
eaoft el a Cardinals pakiee : and they were jigain 
abolished, about forty years ago. They are now 
restorod-«for a short time only, it is to be hoped. 
>Xhe thfeshold of a chmrch in Rome caonot at pre- 
aent be ps e sed by the assassin^ whose hands, reek* 
ing in hlood» would be raised in vain to demand 
jn aaylum from the ministers of that religion whiok 
Jm had outraged; foreren when in the actof hag^ 
pa§ mescy <Mf an offanded God in his temple» ha 
SBMiy be s^zed by the officers of justice, to expiate 
kis erirae. 

. The higher orders of Rrattns cannot brook the 
mmyue aristocmiiquef or characteristic arrogance 
.«f deneanoar which Englishmen seldom attempt 
to eenoea), even under an extenial show of polita- 
nesai and by the lower classes they are still more 
disliked, with all their profusion, which is render* 
.ed, by a perpetual dread of imposititm, devoid of 
that graioe which even munificence requires. I 
can imagine that Rome would be an agreeable and 
eren delightful residence^ were our countrymen 
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«d to WKiie of the jHrkieipaL haHAmti idia flM^ 
dttn; radv of socit^, << nMase e^tlo;'' wImk 

yMmtnm and tfao «t», tem mhum cwiimiiiiia 
i in i i i m i mt and ja rtwiftii o n ifli|^ tw4>rii8wi ? tdb^ 
lngteaMf liowever, vrinle in oMupMiy witir^M^mll" 
fUHyi tbe fitefrntewy wid tbe <lttilt«ait> to kiy wd^ 
tMrcoklttiffiMuiiMv, md •mvm^t^^tiiiimtiSMt' 
I17 iw tbe o«9Mon« 

AtooBiyMiiiBd bf ono of themt, ft irerf inieliipat 
AoBMHi lrind> I demedigffMit p loaa n ro froMi fliii» 
ifMdioii' of Bonio of tlve iiieMiil ■wnn m o nto — d 
— !■■■ DireetHi9«tti(8«0potoiraNl»tkonr«rbf'«he 
¥onut of Tn^tti, wo first mwod tbo smoUbalteaiK 
mA mrodar Cbrindiiai tcamplool ¥oola» owwat 
oAwitbfliilod'OohnMMi ani now oilled SoniftMfr- 
ii» di £Moy wlHehv eoMMwing iti siMy. k oa»>of 
thw fiiMflt rennino of attdqmky. Undor Ai» i^ 
lDtlM» otoae Amh, by vidiidi Ao' Ciooe» IMfanaB 
MM Info tbe TMmt; and near it tba Ftaa Snbli- 
«iii% tb« moat ancmt ol aU tbo flif^ briigat 
ivlicb adonfeod apcMiit RoBie. Tbegoaga B O wa a 
lyaomo fragmeiits of a brokon pier and firiknaaok 
iMUa, and, of«a tfc w mti, wben tba water ia law. 
IlMbrMgoialamifdfortheiwnMadeadof Haaa- 
tina Coclo% tims eomaMBMmtafl ^y a mmmmet^ 
wfaieh, from its (fibfklailed ataitay aerwotho bu t ntta 
faaikid oa of the act wbieh gmre rite «0t ila doaay* 1^ 

* On this narrow bridge tlorfttius Codes resoluteTjr 
oppMed tne flnTMiciii^ tanoj €fi Ptovseiiflf aotil'tii^ RottMMai 
jMccaBded in bnaking Aomm thaafart«f it wkkli waa bo- 
bind him ; then, plunging into the Tyber, ha/minfd hip 
companions— having, perhaps, saved the Capitol. From 
tbe same bridge at a subsequent period, tbe bodite of ^COm* 
modus aod Heliogabalut wero tbrown info tbct river. 
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TatiiHi aadly kttvuig Monat Gelia «a our left» 
MnMk off iiil» a vineyard ^ view tha tomb tf 
4b# SdpiM. Ab M bag vffw tba cmftadia, wll» 
Ag a iig iAloichai fawn bar cottage, whicb< 
Iha fuiaed aapaJobaea canaaatod iaaj 
i iaw a m , oMMaiaing ibe aahea of tl 
iUicNl tbewaiidwith tbeir fane. TbaM 
mmmuo vaneiabU (nm tbek aMWinwitig aqMal» 
bftTiogbeaa foraaed before the fiomanaaapiied to 
■wgniirwif n aiid fjendoip, I waB» ho wan et y ■a w a 
wba% diaappoiiited wilh (hem ; for I eoEpe^ad Ip 
iur^bmad the aehmbaria^ hrbriinalfwi% aepolp 
ttfafal bun|p% and einafluywMi wiib the orif^aal 
hwiripiiioaa* Iwtead of wbich* we wilb difieallf 
jeaiphanid capiee af -thea redely chwaied oa gmy 
rtanap >be mm and aai^aaphegi hanug bean ea#- 
m e yed lo tba Va^caa Maaeiun by order of PtmY-L, 
dmiog whose Paniificate this bariai<^aee wm oo- 
«adentaliy dkeoveiad while diggiag to plaat viMi^ 
« eiroaawlaDoe al vUeh I waa not Aaa Awaak 
The iOMiptkun tell, ki abort ■entaaeooi the «h 
<ibaeifeflMata af this heroic moe^ in all the sbir- 
flkity of ibe aaeieal langnafe el Lation. The 
vattiia me eKteotiiie^ aad oaonpy aefoial aciaar; 
in^me of a dan|> and gloomy aabtenaneai^ 40- 
s€tiKp6mu I own |bat» aoftwithstaiidiag the U|^ 
ct hw i wa open <he interior by the gboMaeriag JsMp 
.of Qiar condnctwssvoad her attempted eincidatienp 
.-^rfor she. officiated as cicerone — an hoar's sojovm 
jwder groondfaad effeetnally cooled my aati<|aarian 
'aidovr, wmL I was not a bttle pleased upon m^ 
Tetnm totbe pmre air oi apper day* This apot m 
by many supposed to bo the tomb of Scipio AM- 
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.r RURAL Bs:c0RSfa«cr* 

tinrafi, ^oi according to PlnM(r(#i, wtt %nil0(l'aMr 
Romd. JArj mentions, however, tbat he was iiiler* 
ttd at Liternoni, where he had retired to Tolonlrirjr 
Ittiriskmetit ; and whh this statement many etber 
tnthors concur. The record he left of die bigin^ 
tftttib of his country was inserted on his ton^ 
near the sea-shore, at the latter place, where a mo» 
dtoni tower bears the name of **" Fatria, " from re- 
taining that portibn of the original inscsripcliMiy 
** Ingrata pa!l»ria, ne ossa quidem habitis : " Uk- 
grateful conntry, thou shalt not eren possess my 
itones. 

Next day we made an excursion into^w inile> 
fei^g environs east of Rome. When tre reiehed 
the Campagna, the country looked dreary, and was 
kf no means pleasant ike graimd we fMitked nwr 
bemg barren, vinev«n, and Ml of gaps, with aearoe- 
hf a tree to be seen. It was an unlimited pi^lire 
of poverty and desolation. Though thinly inba* 
fai^, ^ air is not so sickly as towaftfas CiviM 
¥eecfaia— that fatal neighbourhood where eriRy 
thing depicts wretchedness. The riralent miasm% 
which permdes the whole atmosphere, is attrihwted 
to the noxious effluvia which rises from tke adjotn^ 
ing marshes — the want of fires to purify the air 
from pestilential exhalations — and its former rv- 
dundancy, and present thinness, of population. The 
•malaria prevails in a greater or less degree aH 
along the coast, from Liguria to Calabria ; but the 
lover of antiquity traces monuments of aactent 
Bplendour every step he proceeds, which amply re^ 
pay him for the , desolate prospect around. Tha 
first which attracted our notice was the Temple <^ 
Baechns; bat [it possessed few elements itnr the 
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Itt ivlutl antiqiMrm eall the Egeriwi VaMey of J«* 
i^Bidy «Dd mm the grotto md fovntftin of ibo 
vymfk £geria» Bo«oUed» thoogh I believe ^nMhooi 
•ofteieat dttta 'to ettaMish tiw des%iiotioB. Thio 
vtSof ie still ee nmeh iieeovted to by the inhobfct^ 
ottH of Roote on May-doy as it woe by their •»» 
oestorst for the purpose of e^sbrating 5^Flofi^ 
or gomeo of Flonu- They atlaeh a salitbrioos qua* 
Itoy to the watar of tto foaataki, whkh trioklea 
kom an oriice in Ihe ffrotto» A uHaikited i«« 
eoaabeat statue has been placed over the springy 
b«t these is no traditton of its haviag fint booi 
fMind at this plaee. It is, aaoreover, the torso 
of a nolo figure. It is not snipriMg that a»» 
ttyiftes V oIleB pwnled, asd commit ridi snio a s 
iMlake% where tbere are jom^r iascriptmis, ttor 
aiaiiaes of a marked character, to guide them m 
their inqiiiries. They are apt frequently io seleot 
any muae at random, which may answer theif 
purpose* The study of ancient relics, &6. is ail 
amusing one for persons p o s se s se d of persoversBCO 
fox deep research ; and, sirange to say, the greater 
the difficulties and oonfliotiRg testimonies that in* 
tervene tobafBeoonclB6ione,^e moie mteresting the 
pmrsnit bocomes. We next examined the Circus of 
CaiaeaUa, not iarfrom this spot, which fmns mi* 
ethn^pfoof of the Tagne ground upon whieh aniiqua* 
lies opply any name or origin to their diseoreries» 
that may occur to their (ancy, if suppwted by the 
most fragile tnan of ooincidences. It seenM the 
dss^piajtion of tiiisaneient ai«tta for Roman game^ 
was diaaged from the CirooB Mazimus to that of 
Casaoalla, by 'die diseoTevy of a asodai of lM 
k2 
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Jkuptmtf %i vrfiich tbe revene tfaows a 
and aome eoonecting link to identify tbe kittklflty* 
The tomb of Cecilia Metella would ment little 
BOticei merely as that of tbe ahnoat nnkaown wife 
of tbe TiinmTir Crasaos ; but, as one of the sMat 
laasarirnbln monumental remains of the remote 
age in whioh she lived, it is deserving of altention» 
aapeeiaUy by tbe architect. 

Pwaning oar ramble across the fields* after 
about an hoar's walk, we a|>[nroacbed some lolty 
wadla on the Ostian road» unroofed and desoktet 
atill bearing tbe marks of tbe fire* wbicb) & lew 
yaars ago, destroyed one of the finest churches in 
Italy. The fiasiliGa of St Paul belongs to a rich 
abbey of Benedictines of the eengregation of Moaat 
Caaiino; and I rather think th«^ tbe oaeidfiBt 
was attributed to the negligence of some workmen 
in their employment. The lay-brother who con- 
ducted us through tbe ck>ister told us a confused 
Story about the unfortunate occnrrenoe* but he did 
not seem to relish any questions upon the sidjeott 
We of course desisted, though be was perfectly 
eiTil. After introducing us into tbe church, he 
locked the door upon us, and walked off. We 
aeated ourselves on the prostrate shaft of. a marble 
pillar, and contemplated, at leisure, the splendid 
wreck of this church, whidi contains part of. 4he 
relics of St Paul. It was one of the first seven 
jChristian places of worship built by Constantine, 
and finished by Theodosius. Most of its 1 20 splen* 
did marble pillars (whidb were taken from Adrian's 
tomb and Antoninus s baths in order to suppeit 
the roof) have been shattered. The pavemens ol 
the church was strewed with baies^ broken ebafts 
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Am^ maibk filabii and hagmet^^ wm 
entebkiaie; The rebuildkig of Urn edifice bae 
been kitnisted to « ^oaimittee^ with the Cerdiiid 
Delia Somaaglia aa Presideiit. They hare coiii» 
«^ted the Academy of St Luca r^garduig the plaai 
aad aoiiie trifling alt<»ration» haire been waggeMedi 
The anm ab^ady collected ameunte to apwardi 
of 200,000 Roman scudi ; and the repairs. baTiog 
eaflBMiieiicedy it is expectod to be rebuilt m ten 
yemsy with all its former eplendoar. But the pva^ 
ciooa remains of antique sculpture ondiascripv 
tiooB never can be replaced. White marUe cOf 
hinuw are ordered from the quaxries near Lsfpa 
Magpote, some of which had then arrived at 
Rome) to replace such as were destroyed. Tha 
fine pavements^ mosaics, inscriptions, and bronze 
doors, are all in ruins. As to the portraits of 
Popea on the walls, th^ partial destruction is not 
much to be regretted ; indeed they reminded me 
of our Pope s witty allusion to some of the daubs 
wlii^ deosrale old English mansions. 

« On painted ceilings you devoutly stare, 
Where sprawl the saints of Verrio and Lagaerre. ** 



I was much graufied by the mw of tliis dassicid 
Baeilieon, which contained four ranges of columns, 
separating it internally into fire longitudinal divi- 
sions, similar, we may suppose, to other works of 
Metvodorus, the first Christian architect of the 
lower Empire. 

We then summoned our conductor to liberate 
iia;.and, a£ter thanking him for his trouble, re- 
sumed our walk, with the intention of visiting 
the Basilicon of St Sebastian, situated about a 
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•sapb^ mikm £raai tlie PMft GlipHn,'4 
A{»piaa Waf. Tbe oaly object that hate 
ed o« particitkr attention, was « statoe of te 
eaiQt by Georgetti, belter known as the Teacher 
of Berniniy an eminent arclute«^ and eeidpteri wlw 
was master of the works to sefenl 
Popes* There is an entrance to an 
lange of eatacenabs at this diore^. The < 
nation of these subtenwie«i labyrinths^ with 
gilleiles and lateral passages dif«n|p&g in ^msj 
dyreetion, detained ns a long time» and iiiterMed 
m extremely. The enbsoil of all the dbtriel to 
the east of Romoi is a stratum of vdbaoie tnffs^ af 
a red-brownish colour. Those excavations w^wa 
formerly posanolaae quarries, which oeen^ed a 
Tast space for miles around, and subseqmlly saved 
as burying iphices fw ChristiaA martyrs. «« Sepvitt 
annt via Appid, milltario secundo ah urbe^ in bee 
qui vocatnr ad Arenas." "* Many of the prinusm 
Christiaas are also supposed to have hid tfiem* 
aelvea in them, during the perseentions imiaed kj 
Nero, and continued by most of his sueoesBony 
till the reign of Constantiae. They 9x9^ of such 
vast extent, that they may be called a dty under 
ground ; and thoi^fh deejAy iitto'esting to pest eri- 
ty, it is probable that they would, ere^thiB, haw 
been lost in obscurity, had they not proved a mine 
of relics to pious pilgrims front idl Ghristesdem, 
who have at last succeeded in carrying off ev«n the 
smallest relic of 170,000 Christian martyra said 
to have been there interred* 

The Imest palaces and best hotels in Romo are 

* They were buried on the Appian Way, two miles 
tram the eity, in a place celled the Sand Quarries. 
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I B0«r oceof^ed by mma of our ofmknt i^untryteeii; 
! who«e diief amusement consists in visiting chni^h- 
! es, galleries, and studios, exhausting their admira- 
I tioa on the chef-iicemfres of painting and sculpturer, 
and explermg the rains of antiquity. As soon, 
hcfweivery as these objects are accomplished, theif 
taste paihi. Deprived of their usual society, and 
envkoned by new customs, ere many months hvvt 
i^apsed, they fall into a state of morbid sensibili^ 
ty, or find themselves possessed by the demon of 
> ennui, which can only be shaken off by flight. 
A first visit to the << Eternal City," therefore, is ge^ 
nenlly terminated by a rapid migraition to Napteft 
•r Florence, where enjoyment is i^in made a toil; 
and, in tlimr labours to be agreeable, are consi^ 
dered by the rest of the world as insufferable 
Very difierent from these heirs of wealth and rank 
do ^e foieign artists feel, who find in Rome ^ 
]riaoe of endless instruction «nd pleasure. They 
are, I think, its happiest residents. There is no 
species of enthusiasm which partakes less of the 
ridieidous, than that feeling which they entertain 
for thw profession. They exhibit smiHng faces, 
though they often wear shabby coats; and are so 
much devoted to the theory and practice of thdir 
«rt» that they absolutely fiincy there is nothing in 
^ wOTkl wonJiy of attention, but painting and 
sculpture; while they view men merely as their 
iBodek, and consider themselves amply repaid by 
Nature when her works afford the sketch for a 
landscape. The Trinita di MontO is their flavour- 
lie aliode, and it is endeared to them as die spot 
where Salvator Rosa, N. Poussin, and Cknde ro- 
sided. The houses of these iUustrious men were 
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HftTUig deviled some tm» to the un^MctioB #f 
tbe pietnresqae aud dtmie rains of the Fonua 
Romamuiit aad having inhaled the ataaoaphefe ef 
past centuries in the eataoombs and tomba of th» 
Scipiosy I resolved one momingy as a variety^ ts 
wmU along with my friend, the Banm de B- » 
the stndio of Thorwaldsen, and some ReoMa 
aenlptoM. In one comer of a laige sqnafe,' ona* 
Bleated, as is usnal in this eky, by a fooataki in 
the centre, and overlooked by the massive Bacbo* 
cini palace, bnilt with travertine atone, pilhgai 
from the Golisemn, we beheld ioMnenae blodia^ 
Carrafa marble, which almost impeded o«r entranee 
to the stndio of Tberwaldsen. On gaining ndmis" 
Mtm, we had aaopportonity of observing the prograes 
of a statue^ from its primitive stale, wh^ iathe hands 
of di£ferent workmen. At first it appearad a knge 
«nsbapely block of BMorble— now exhibiting a mds 
outline of the hnman form-^now approrimaiing 
what it purported to cepvesent, with its -imperfBe- 
jtions roonded off — now developing still fiast pro- 
portions—now dotted by the bhdt mavka of the 
artist— *now improved in appeaiaaee by a fresh 
. tonch fsom bis chisel — till, finally, all its heanliee 
were perfected by the master-huid of tho Dans 
himselL I was not fortnnato enongb to nwet the 
^fenimt loci on this occasion ; bnt, were I to jodge 
by the bnsts which he has modelled of hioMal^ I 
abottld say that he might justly be terased^ *< a 
bard-featnred roan of geaiaB." Tho originala of 
some, and the models of man|r« splendid works ase 
in this stndio^ with innnmeimble hnsto of piwess, 
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krdK hUrnt €i ie$ fftma mmm, aswey •Bmuty 
works yet vnibiBhed. Amongst tbe Isttafy there 
tie a Tsrj fine eqveslritii statae of Poniatowskyy 
one of EngeM Beaiibaniisisi and the continaatioii 
•f the celriHrated friasey illastrsliBg the tinmnpk 
oC Alexancler, ordered by Napoleon for the Qui* 
xiiial Palacoy when fitting it «p as a residence for 
the yowig King of Romoi and which long since 
lias been sold to the hie Count SommariTa. The 
gveait work which now engages the Danidi scnlp- 
tor is the Saviour and Apostles, intended to adorn 
a efaurch n the capital of his natire country. The 
nMe of these magnificent colossal statues ue 
nearly finished, in ^ artbt's usual admirable style4 
Aiu>ng the models of his previous woiksy I par* 
ticnlariy remarked the Mercury, the Venus, and 
the Jason, fine studies for effMst and character, aii4 
not inferior, in fidelifty and natulre, to the anti^piee 
of the Parthenon* The Adonis, too, is a peifeel 
specimen of youthful masculine beauty, and redk* 
aeed see of Us best woiks* I was deligbted also 
witk e figure of Hope, infeiitdy superior to most 
antiques ; but, aboTe all, with the two wril-known 
and much admired aerial figures of Aurora and 
Nigbt, of which every good collection or academy 
in Europe has got either a copy or a cast. No 
artist in Rome meets with so much encourage- 
inent, or merits it so deserredly, as Iliorwaldsen. 

It is much to be regretted, that in Rome there 
is no Academy; institutions which are so ho* 
Bourable to the French, Spanish, Neapolitan, and 
edier goreraments. in these excellent establish* 
ments, a certain number oi the most promiBUig 
young artists are. Ubefally pensioned^ in cttiea 
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where Aey enjey (be ioaUe advantage of sMy- 
ing the best works of antiquity^ and of receimg 
iontraction from the most celebrated maeten of 
the day. The litde encouragement afforded to the 
ins arte by our own goverament, whether at borne 
or abroad) has long been regarded as a national re- 
proaeh* That the charge cmnot be fidly repelled, 
is oDdeaiable ; and its troth may aocoontin seme 
measnre for the fact, that osr artists excel their 
Conttnental rivals chiefly in portrait-painting, which 
gives soeh scope for the gratification of iadindual 
▼Muty, while they can only maintain- an inferior 
station in the higher branches .of the art An the 
fonndatioa fm: a actiomil school of senlptnre, we 
caa^ however, boast of the treasures of the BritMh 
MnsemQ) which, althongh linitedy are of sncb in- 
estbuable valne as studies, that Conova declared it 
was worth taking, a jonmey from- Rome to £ng- 
taad, for the pntpose of viewing the Elgin mavbles 
alone. 

' It would fill volumes to enumerate the works of 
the many celebrated Roman sculptors whose etu** 
^ are open to the inspection of tfariMe who have any 
taste for the arts. Signore Banizai rsnks among 
the first ; but Alba6cini and Floehetti are also ar- 
tists of great talent. The last studio we visited 
was that of Signore Trente Novo. I found rather 
a sameness, not only in the unfinished works of 
diis sMe sculptor^ but also in those of several of 
his brother artists, v^ich I defy the cant of eiee* 
ronism, or even the elaborate eritieisras of the 
most accomplished connoisseur,, to render intepsst- 
ing. In fact, I question if any pmson, exeqit a 
senlptor, cim sofficientiy appreciate the merit of 
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embryo statues. A host of Germon artists m» 
side in Rome, some of whom harie akieady a^* 
quired celebrity, and othera give indicatioiM of 
Intiiro excellence. They havo an annual edub^ 
ti<m of their works, which are highly and deserved- 
ly admirad. Sdmetz, Cornelius, Wdss, and Leo* 
pold, are the painters of mosl distiflgnished takni; 
the flowei^pieces of Serffc, as well as the kndscapea 
of Koch, evince very considerable genins. Among 
oar own connti^ymen, there are many painlen ef 
considerable promise ; for instlinee, Severn m bmd** 
s<^pe, and Davis in historical painting. Wilkio, 
iHiile at Rome, painted several pictures; bat it 
is much to be regretted thathe left none be- 
hind him as spedmens of his pecnUar and pleaa- 
ing style ; and many of Tnrners finest kndaeapea 
were painted under the pure ^,itnd amidst d» 
deUghtfiil scenery of Italy. In the siitor art» Gib> 
son probably ranks next to Thonmldsett; and al- 
-thoagh stiii a young man, has executed many pei^ 
furmances of very lugh merit. Campbell haa ^nat 
ability as a sculptor, and particularly excels in 
bnsts ; and fbr the anatomical correctness of his 
figures is remarkable. Goff^ in delineating ani* 
mals, surpasses every other artist. Rennie, a ne- 
phew of the late eminent engineer of the same 
name, is an artist of promise, especially with re* 
spect to the classical antique style of his figures. 

I was obliged tt> content myself with a rapid 
view of the College of the Sapienza, and that of 
the Congregation of Propaganda Pide^ so ro- 
nolmed as the parent establishment of the different 
.missions inpariibus infiddium. 

The many libraries in Rome would each require 
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'days to be examined properly ; bat unless one can 
enjoy something more of books and MSS* than the 
mere sight of their fine binding, or the embeU]sb« 
ments of their illuminated pages, the mind la ra» 
ther tantalized than either gratified or instructed. 
* If, as we are told, the population of Rome ex- 
eeeded six millions, when a census was taken dop- 
ing the reign of Claudius, it is impossible that tha 
space included within its present walls could have 
eontuned more than an insignificant fraction of 
such a number of human beings. The city was 
then said to have covered a circumference of 50 
miles. In the fourth century, the population had 
-been ^minished to little more than one milfion ; 
and in the fourteenth, during the constant warfiare 
carried <m between rival factions, it fell so low as 
83,000, which was the minimum* At present, 
it is calculated to contun about 150,000 inhabit- 
ants. According to die census of 1826, the p»> 
pulation of Rome presented the following eW 
eification in round numbers t — 

10,000 Jews and ForeigEen^ 
1,500 Frieats, Fkektes, &c 
1,700 Monks and Friary 
1,400 Nuns, 

1,000 Sick in the hospitab, 
800 Confined in prisona. 

It Is d^cult to ascertain the exact umual re- 
venue of the Roman Court, it is so very irregular 
and uncertain. It arises partly from annats and 
dispensations from foreign countries, but prind- 
pally from internal taxation, comprising only a 
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SBidr pfoporddD fvom ciMUmiiMnMe datictt^ 'in ihft 
8ea-port8 ; for aUhongh this fertile and beautifal 
part of Italy, committed to the care of the Roman 
Pontiffs, possesses many natural advantages — witb 
a soil capable of yieldii^ every useful production—*- 
bounded by two seas, and watered by numerous 
riversy national industry is impeded, and the springa 
of commerce are almost completely absorbed. Be- 
fore the French invasion of Itcdy, and the consequent 
dismemberment of the patrimony of StPeter — which^ 
by diminishing the number of contributors, as well 
as imporerishuig them, of course lessened the reve- 
nue— it was cakulated at three millions of Romaa 
scndi, rather more than 600,000/L The greatec 
part of this sum was once erroneously supposed to 
be derived from other Catholic countries ; but il 
has been correctly ascertained, that even France-— 
probably the richest and most productive source— 
previously to the Revolution, never paid more than 
70,000 crowns a year. In Spain and Germany, 
the annats have been either abolished or bought 
off; and the other ecclesiastical contributions, in 
the shape of dispensatiobs to contract marriages, to 
hold livingmaad to perform other functions, contrary 
to the prescriptions of the Canon law, added very 
fittle to the Papal revenues^ being chi(% swallow- 
ed op in the legal and official expenses of the 
Ruota, CanceUwia, aad other spiritual courts 
through which they necessarily passed. It is ge? 
nerally supposed that pilgrims bring wealth to 
Rome. Tlus is an egregious mistake, unless he- 
retical pilgrims are meant I English and Russian 
visitors are always the most welcome, because they 
hicrease the ciroolating. medium, by the vast vuxm: 
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n fcfdgn oih wUdi Aey bfiiV viA lh0^iHI<A 
dmr ananal enenditare is aa 4>bject of •niiniiig 
■■portao^ to we RomaoB. But tbe genenlky of 
Mlgrins from Catholic coontriea are said to briiig 
Utde aave filth, be^ary, and derotioiiy from ^ 
E urop e to its ancieitt capital, where they are lodg- 
ed, fed, and even clothed in hospitals, which are 
endowed for their reception and maintenance^ and 
whidi, I onderstand, contain at this moment aix 
er aeven hundred persona who are thna charitably 
■nnKHted. In the <' Anno Santo, " (1825), dnriiig 
the Jnlnlee^ ther^ wese nearly aa many thonsands, 
irtio resorted to Rome to gain plenary indolgwioe 
at St Peter'49, half of whom were provided £ar at 
the public expense. If the sources of roYeoae 
arismg from roluntary contributions from the moae 
pious and devout daiaees, hare diminished dnrij^ 
the present and the last Pontificate, those derifed 
from taxation have certainly increased in an e^oal 
mropertion. The present income, ttwrefore, of the 
npal court may be fairly estimated j» high a^ it 
«ras during the reign of Pius YL ; and since tbe 
legation of Bologna (the richest and most produe- 
tire part ^ his Holiness's territories), Fenwrn, 
Aneona, Ramnna, and the jmndpalities of Bene- 
▼ento and Ponto Corvo, have been restored, it may 
be calculated that, from eirery .cbannal^ indndiag 
foreign oewitriea, the treasury is in the annual r^ 
ceipt of S,500,00Q scudi, equal to about 800,000iL 
The public debt, which is funded, is small^ and 
does not exceed a few years revenue ; and as the 
interest upon it is regularly paid, the stock sells 
at a high price, generally about par. Torlonia, 
the P^ial bankjBr, and contractor for the Jomi js 
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pavdy indebted fir hk «ik«dkiiii ta dM)^lM|lnM% 
wUcb h^ trMuJftctek 

Popery is generally regarded as- an wai9^Ba^ 
If in modem dviHzation, Uending, as. it doflp^ 
A» snqpreme t^Enporal witli the highest. ^ki(ii4 
power* Only in the former Hght^ oi couney^ caa 
it be considM'ed objectionable ;. but, were tfae Pop^ 
cKvQsted of bis politieal independence, he would 
Aenr be nnder the controul of some foreign State; 
wbereasy in his capacity of a sovereign Prince^ he 
is unrestrained by any party,^ and his tempoial 
power l&ns sevres as ^e safest goarantee of his 
neotrality towards all. Th& Fope is an absolute 
monardi* The jorisdicticMi of the Cardiaal%, who 
coDSlltate the Consistory, extends only to eeck- 
risMical* affim, not interfering mth the ciyil go* 
▼erament, whkh is administered by the Secretaif: 
of State in the capital^ and by L^fatas^ or Vice- 
legates in tiie prorinces^ The Podestas,. Judges,, 
andtnoet of the ciiil officers in. the Roman States, 
are generally selected from amiMig the. ck^gy* 
The Sacro Collegio, when complete,, consists of 
72 members ; bnt, at present, there are only about 
€D. When a vacancy occurs, the election of a 
successor to the supreme Pontiff is rested in this 
body, that is^ the Caxdin^, and six suffiragan 
Bishops, who compose the Conclare. Seldom 
more- than 50 attend, some being prerented by old 
age, and others being unable to travel from Frapca* 
S^min,. and Germany, where twelve of the Cardi- 
nals now reside. Candidates for the triple tiara 
must be Italians by birth, 55 years of age, and 
neidier appmnted at the recommendation of, nor 
lehttad to, any kmpk wwmm^ The power of 
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tm Enperor m Italy \b as grait as k Im dMi- 

mentdi; and in the erent of the dennaeof Lc« XII. 

beaMea direel inflttence in the Coiickive» Priace 

Mettenkh would employ aMe negotiations and 

ft&oit management to elerate to the I%pal ^rone 

an adheient of Francis^ on whom he oavdd rc^oa 

aa a wilfing instrament to consolidate the Anstiiaa 

dominatibn in Italy. But there are at preaent 6m 

Frendi Cardinak, men of talent, assisted by the 

Maence of the Freneh ambassador, in the Papal 

coteries, and backed by that of «" la Grande N»* 

tion, " to which great importance is attached; so 

Aat a pretty equal frtmggle is geneiaUy expeoted 

to take place between the candidates recomnead* 

ed by the two preponderating parties. These 

two powers, as well as Spain, hare a negatm 

imto; bat the latter has now little inflnence al 

Rome. Bavaria, Napks, and Pbrtagal aie too 

insignificant to exert themarives svcceaafvUy, hi 

a direct manner, over the dedrion of tho Car- 

dfaute; and #ie gfeateat external precantaons aie 

taken to gnard agaibst intrigue, and to prefent 

any improper communication from reaching ihe 

Vatican during the deliberations of the ▼eneiaUa 



i about to leave Rome, after an agreeaUe 
tendence of several weeks, it is ahnost unnecessary 
to say that I felt considerable regret->and that I 
ahonld probaMy havo been induced to remain dai^ 
ingtbe winter, had I not happened to be of a tem- 
perament which requires locomotion. P a c sa n s ing 
tery little of tliat melancholic dispontion which can 
be eatisfied with the same studies in ^ sameeasy 
diair for .months together, without t|» least dsain 
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far change, a Ioto of novelty made the idea of stay- 
ing eren in Rome itself repugnant to mo— the more 
so, that much of Italy still remained nnexplorad. 
I therefore determined on here closiDg my aeooont 
0f the *' Eternal City, " and I sallied forth in order 
to make inqniries about a conveyance for Skna. 
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CHAPTER XI- 

TUSCANY, 

November 25A. — A convivial parting with my 
Roman friends the preceding evening, and the 
neglect of a lubberly cameridre, occasioned my re* 
maining ftuit asleq> until aronsed at seven o'clock 
in the morning by the Florentine Vettnrinoy Me- 
cocci, whose carriage was already in waiting. 
An boor afterwards, my portmanteaus and self 
were at the door, where I found an elderly gen- 
tleman-like personage, decorated with a red rib- 
bon at his button-bole, which appeared between 
the loose folds of a large cloak in which he was 
enveloped. The poor man kept walking up and 
down the street at a rapid pace, to guard himself 
agamst the effects of the cold and bracing tramon- 
tana of November ; but returned my bow with a 
cordiality which I did not deserve, as I had kept 
him waiting so long. I attributed the delay, 
however, more to the lazy waiter, who had ne- 
glected to call me at the hour appointed, than 
to the real cause, the effects of my nocturnal con- 
viviality* We picked up another traveller at 
the Porta del Popolo, who was accompanied by 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



romM OF Nxno. > 973' 

Us wife as iar as la Storta, tke fini tlags. Froov 
thence she walked back to Rome, nnder die e»^ 
eort of her eongxzrey a ttont goodtlookiDg fellow, 
whos I doubt not^ did the utmost in his power to 
console the lady during her husband's absence 9 
more particularly as she was jomig and rathev 
handsome, and seemed so little affected «t th« 
parting interview, that the poor fellow told me 
(irfter the interkissing was ever between himself^ 
his wife, and her companion), that he was quite 
shocked she did not even shed a parting tear. Of 
courae I sympathized with lum in his affliction ) 
and, by way of consolation, sang a strophe of llw 
Fxencfa air, which begins-«- 

*' PauTres maris, qui Toyagent, 
VejECK le sort que. vous attend. ** * 

I once more crossed the Ponte MoUe, after 
passmg the straight well-paved road, with its ave« 
noe of trees from the city gate, and proceeded ra- 
pidly over the Gampagna, where the picturesque 
ruin, called by the popular vmce, '* il Sepolchro di 
Neroae, ** f was pointed out to me as an objesi 
worthy of attention, though it is well known thai 
Nero's real tomb, instead of being one of the m»< 
numents on this dreary waste, was situated at the 
Piazza del Popolo, on the spot where a church 
dedicated to the Madmma now stands; besides 
this monument is evidently Gothic 

We arrived at an early hour at Ronciglione« 
and supped in company with the late Cardinal 

* Luckless husbands that would roam, 
See your certain fate at home, 
f TheToBPibofNero- 
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Gonsalri's aecretvy and his ftunily, wlia w«i0 vrtr 
Inniiig to Rome from yilleggiatunu The secre- 
tory told me many interesting anecdotes of his 
Eminence, who is now the more regretted by aB 
et a a sa s , as Ms snccessor pwraes so unpopular a 
Kae of coadnct In the recent acts of hoB admiids- 
mtioii. He also confirmed me in what I had 
oiton heard of Gonsaln's great purtiility far the 
Bni^ish. Ronciglione is a rich and popnkms place 
aaar tha banks of the Idse Vice ; although I can- 
sot say that I saw moch of it, as we set off rather 
early in the mtHOiing. The deep and fine yaUey 
laa passed through, offers some picturesque points 
of view; but agriculture being almost neglected 
in this Strict, the fields have a bleak and barren 
aspect. 

After passing Viterbo, the country improved in 
appearance, being mnch better cultivated, and 
as we approached Monte fiascone, I was afford- 
ed an opportunity of tasting the well-known wine 
<tf its vineyards ; but fortunately I was not so 
mnch captivated wi^i its excellence as a certain 
German bishop who stopped here on his return 
iitom RoBM, and is said to have fallen a victim to 
las over aealovs sacrifices to Bacchus. I think 
the Monte Fiascone inferior to Tuscan wine, the 
best of which is decidedly the Monte Puldano, 
which is very similar in taste to weak claret, 
though without its flavour. Orvieto and Alea- 
tico wmes are those in most common use at Rome 
and Florence. In the Roman States, the cultiva*^ 
tors of the soil are rarely seen in their fields^ ex- 
cept at seed-time and harvest, or during the vint- 
age, after whidi they reaort to large villages, or 
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the snbiurbi of towns. The country is dnis dot* 
titate of hamlets and a rural popnliUion ; and the 
rostic scenes of northern climatesy even snch m 
those of Lombardy and Tnscany^ are Aertfoie 
unknown in the sonth of Italy* 

On the high road, we met occasionally warn 
conntry women, mth their hair fantastically braid* 
ed, wearing short petticoats of the most glaring 
eoloniSy and boddices open at the bosom* laoed 
with ribbons. We also saw labourers driring bnU 
lock-cars, and waggons drawn by mules adorn- 
ed with little bellsy herds of goats, half*naked 
children, pilgrims, mendicants, and penitents oa 
their way to Rome. An air of good humour^ 
however, was generally prevalent amongst the 
peasantry, male and female, and that of curiosity 
no less so, though all refrained from indulging k« 
No national character has been more calumniated 
amongst us, than that of the Italians. I think tl 
is Eustace who remarks, that if a romance-writer 
wishes to create an assassin, a deep designing vil* 
lain, or any depraved monster^^Italy is always the 
country where he fixes his nativity* On the stagey 
the same laudable practice prevails* Thu% frons 
our earliest years, Italians are identified in our 
minds with every thing vile and villanoBs in ha* 
man nature ; and thus the most hwrible send un« 
.founded prejudices are gratuitously incidcated by 
ignorant or malidons writers ; but I am convinced 
that when the Italians are closely examined, they 
will not be found deficient in patience, courage, or 
genius. They possess some supericnr, and even 
noble customs, while deep traces may yet be dis* 
covered amongst them, of the mannen of their 
Roman anceeton. o...zea.vGoogle 



^6 THE MABBMMA*^B0LSENA. 

Theiie » a remarkable hill not far fr6m Monte 
'FiaBcone, nearly covered with regular prisnuudc 
' basaltic pillars, some of them standing obliquely a 
' good way out of the ground. Many rocks of ba- 
salt are found in the same neighbourhood. The 
. ' tubstratum of the soil in the country we passed 

• near Radicofane, is chiefly calcareoqp tufo, or the 
' limestone family, and on the summit of that moun- 
tain are seen some traces of an extinct Tolcane. 
Further to the left, on a line extending from Ra- 

•dicofa^e to Siena, running parallel with the sea- 
' coast, lies the very extensive tract of land called the 

Maremma, which is very insalubrious, as the mal- 
. aria prevails there all the year roimd. Convicts 

are sometimes sent to work in its mines, a more 

* severe punishment than hard labour on the fortifi- 
. cations, or even the galleysi owing to the pesti- 
lential climate of that dreary desert, which possesses 

' no oasis. It belongs to the Tuscan States, where 
' capital punishment was abolished by the Grand 
- Duke Leopold, who substituted a modified linger- 

* iag death, by hard labour in the iron mines or 
, salt marshes of thu region— -the most unwhol^ome 

in all Europe* 

Bolsena is built on the ruins of the ancient ca- 
' pital of the Volscians* Its environs, as well as its 

• beautiful lake, are truly delightful, and its two 
%mt)X picturesque islets must be tecollected wi^ 
pleasure by every one who has visited them and 
explored their banks. I was highly amused with 
the travels of a French judge, relative to this part 
of the country. Amongst other novel and authentic 

> information, he gravely describes Hannibal's vic- 
' toiry over Fiaminiiia to have happened near this 
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the lake of Peragia on the east road I 

There is nothing in the Bitnation or appearance 
^ ihe old town of San Lorenzo to indicate the 
cause of its having heen ahandoned» for hoth are 
highly picturesqae. It seems, however, that the 
malaria which prevailed to such a degree, was the 
typhon that i^uced Pins VI. to build a new town 
on a more healthy spot, to which he gave the same 
name. It by no means answers the descriptions 
which have been applied to it, and which pronounce 
it the handsomest village in Italy. Although 
built with perfect regularity on ar rising ground^ 
the houses look dirty, and are thinly mbabited. 
As a natural consequence there are few wealthy 
people settled in a place so destitute of attrac* 
tions. We were escorted by one of the clergymen^ 
Irbo acted here as magistrate, to view his extensive 
government, including a couple of churches, not 
worth notice, in this cotintry of fine churches. In 
return for his civility, we gave him an invitation 
to sup with us, which he accepted. Our party 
was next augmented by the travellers from another 
eoach, which was proceeding to Florence. These 
Consisted of a French painter of great celebrity, 

C n, who had been ten years in Rome, and 

two Belgian artists, one of whom had just married 
a lively pretty little Italian. She was the only 
female in the group, and, strange to say, she had 
never heard of either Tasso or Ariosto. There 
was yet another traveller who joined us, a genteel 
hut rather wild-looking young Fleming, who ap« 
peered much fatigued and care-worn* We found 
him sitting in the. kitchen when we arrived ; and he 
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iddwk^kadMTvadMftTidimtMrwilLtktGniilbij c 
•Uatned the nnk of caplaiii, 'b«t got no pny, and 
WM 40 €tf on hiB way ho ve» havii^ been diagiiat* 
odwith them and their cause. He had walked ] 
finam Borne; bat beiog acquainted with the Bel* 
fian paintan, he engaged a place in their coadi 
iat the leaaainder of the jonmey. 
. A cinsamataace occnmd at Radicofuie ^wbidl 
waa produetire of very disagreeable oonaeqnenocfi; 
the company of both TehicleB met at the inn» and 
ordered ooUaiHme to be served ap at the aam 
table. The artiatSt howevor, tbongbt, that owing 
to oar having agreed with die vettnriao to catar 
for OS, (an arrangement I made in order to aaaa 
trouble and imposition), we were neither ao wvll 
nor ao plentifully served aa we would have bean 
had we paid for our repeat aeparately. Be that aa 
it mayt after drinking copionaly of the £tf •fiuned 
Monte Pokiatto wine, the Frenchman became par- 
tkolariy elevated, and in paaaing through the Idtf 
dien, he obaerved aeveral vetturini ealvig, driakr 
ing, and enjoying themaelvea. Upon thia ha 
thought proper to eapouae our canae» 1^ DBfroadH 
ing our fellow, and complained of the acantf 
pmtioa of omelette which had been provided foe 
ua* High words and threatening language enaued^ 
and this led to thecmamon result-^a s<nffle. Qa# 
of the Belgians, a very spirited and hasty lempeged 
roan, struck one ci the Italians ; but on healing 
the noise, we hurried down to the cembatanta, and 
succeeded in restoring order amongst them foa a 
time. We soon aftor resumed our journey ; the 
artists and their Greek friend walking a few mika 
on befom ua. The cami^ atopped to faak tbaas 

4 
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itp kfftti iknnsty iM^ifcd sfKif) fti^ fttitt say ItfitenRion \ 
'^tfhea Monsieur C— *, proToked at the fellow^ 
sneeritig and impertittent look 88 be passed, htdk^ 
tfce ttvce by striking one of the yettarioi. Instantly 
WO aH jumped out, and then ensued a general bat^ 
He, in which erery ono took part, except the fittil 
painter, who kept out of the way in oitler to tiiia 
care 6f ilia cam spoea. We were, hoivefter,' ptetty 
eqittlly matched, the three fottnrini being jMned by 
(tmr fellbw-trateQer, who considered it qnlte a na» 
iSonal ^nan^I ; whilst on the other aide, die two 
artiits, the Greek and myself, made eommon caasei» 
AMonghwe had neither swords nor fire^anns, 
Ihanks to our sticks and whips, there was soma 
bhiod«(hed. Tlie Flonftntiaes are not so Mood* 
ttfrsty as die Romans, who generdly cany stflettoi^ 
We were thus far fortunate ; for bad oar coachmen 
t>een natives of almost any other part of Italy, the 
eonseqneaces m^t have proved ft^tal ; and it ire* 
l^ni^ntly occnrs in these cases that the innocent 
are llie sn£ferer«. So it was in this instance ; for 
^e poor CavaMere di San Leopoldo did not certain- 
ly destfve the fete he met wHh, be being the only 
neotral power, having exerted his utmost endear<» 
ours to arrange the mxt amicably. While reason- 
ing with his refimetory countrymen, and stepping 
between them and dieir antagonists, one of dia 
lonner, who had been floored, and was stunned 
and atoplied by the blow, in the act of reco* 
voting his feet, instmctively had recourse to the 
fMimaraHo. Laying about him indiscriminately on 
friends and foes, he dealt out a tremendous blow 
with the but-«nd of his whip on the worthy ca* 
taKar'shaady which laid open part of lus skull; and 
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on Bering htm &U, there was a genenl. 
0f iKStSfdeB-^tfae ludians lumng liy fbat lliDe|((lC 
«& uamercifal beating. The poor lady who mt» 
nessed the afEray was in hy8teri<» in the araia of 
ber hoBband, and he binmelf was almost as fright 
aaed. In the mean time, we laid ovr unfortttinifr 
^am^mwD. in the carriage, bwud up hid head^ and 
after mueh difficulty, agidn proceeded on our jaiir^ 
nay, intending to atop aft Torriaiore. UpliKdEy^ 
bowaver, we could not get accommodatioii at^ha 
urn, and were therafore oMiged to go on sec wik« 
ftur^r to Buon Coavento, where the great Eair 
paror, Hanry of Germany, was poia^ed by a-awdi^ 
and where our friend might ^us hare died inf^aad 
oomponyl On our arrival a sui^i^Mm and aiata^ 
ry were seat for, to dreas the wounda ef tha 
aaraliere, nmd. two of the ▼ettnrim, wha-w«fa 
nuch hurt. I thought our poor friend 4niaada< 
to make his will ; but he waived that eareiiiaayi 
eeatea^g himself with having a praaeai»Tailial 
drawn up, containing the deposition of wkneaseS| 
in order that the necessary steps might be poi^ 
aaed befwe the prq>er authoHtieB' on omrai^^val 
at Siena. 

Nest morning, the first intelligence we haaid 
was^ that the principal aggressor in the affirayi >wba 
was a stranger vetturino returning from RaaMf 
of whom the others had hired cistra faoitas fir tha 
Meep hills, had rery judiciously absconded^ and in 
aonsideraiion of the remaining culprits ttip maii B g 
their contrition, and hanriag faamUy ba gge d pa»> 
don, the good natored eavaliere conaentad la 
quash all further proceedings, althov^ qaita 
md fimriai^ from the eAct of Ida 
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This WW eerteinly Terykbd onhis pnt, 
he hunag suffered sererelf ; while we were de« 
prived of his lively MiUies and agreeable conver- 
saftioB, dsring the remainder of the journey, as 
veil as the society of the party in the other coach, 
whe were compelled by this untoward occurrence, 
to order their meals in a separate room, or stop at 
different inns, to avoid the possibility of any fresh 
eoUisioB. 

We beheld from a considerable distance the ce« 
lebraled Tuscan city of Siena, situated upon a 
rising, jpound, surrounded by hills. Although it 
has not much to boast of, being now in a state of 
decay, I proposed spending a day or two within 
its walls, to avail myself of the opportunity of 
■ctiing every thing which it presented worthy of 
attentioD. I commenced my survey with the Ca- 
thedral, and closed it with the Aoulemy of Fine 
Ana. The former is a Gothic edifice of singular 
richnesn, crowded with ornament, outside and in* 
It b encrusted with checquered work of black and 
white marble, designed by Giovaniu da Pisa, but 
executed by native architects, and said to be per- 
fecl of its kind. The grand altar, its gorgeous 
emameats, and columns of porphyry, rivetted my 
attention. The roof is rich, though somewhat gan« 
dily painted and gilded ; but I thought the squat 
cnpcda and belfry rather in bad taste. The mosaic 
pavement, is also overdone ;— in short, the spirit of 
deeoration is carried throughout to too high a 
pitdu There are, however, some designs in the 
interior of the church, (especially in the Chigi 
^faipelX possessed of merit. Among others it 
I many admirable statues by Beraini, and 
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brese* Perogino, and Carlo MaratUu TImb wiU* 
of the large apartment, called tbo libnoy, aie oo- 
Tered with frescoes (designed by Bapluiely. and 
executed by Fintareccio), representing the life of 
^neas Silnas> Bishop of Siena, a man of nmcfa 
celebrity as an author and a diplomatist, and who 
afterwards became Pope under the narno of Piiia II. 
I regarded them with interest, more particularly the 
first of the series, which is ascribed to Raphael^ and 
which is worthy of him in bis best days. I «aa 
astonished by their freshness of colonriiig. In 
point of books, this library contains only a few 
illuminated nussals, and, wluit is an eattijordinary 
ornament for such a place, an antiqae gro«p of 
the Graces, in white marble, placed in rathar a cmn 
spicuous situation in . the centre of the saliaon. 
Though mutilated, it presents a pevfacft hqmb of 
feminine loveliness, with truly Giccaaa digni^ of 
expression. I would not recommend yoong artiato 
to choose Siena as a residence^ unless thafr wish 
to copy the dry stiff style of paintiag piafitnad by 
the early masters on the reviral of the arts. In 
some of the specimens at the academy^ a disiegard 
of perspective is observable ; and these ia aearaely 
a single picture of excellence although it posaenes 
works of Cimabue, Giotto Margantoni» Stmoo, 
Balthazar, Peruzzi, and Marco di Sieaa. 

This city has some essential points ia ita fimav, 
for it is kept very dean, and the people appear to he 
perfectly civil, and well-disposed towards atraagaia* 
The Piaza^ del Campo contains half a down aoUa- 
men's palaces, with pictured roofiiaadBsaRbia flapn, 
^t excite fieeliiiga of aadnass^aa iodi^ve^if ihrif 
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Mmwr tpWftdonr, wYMi <Ae cstaM tdnm fnm 
comparing with tfamr present dilapidated eoDdhioii; 
None of the streets ran ki a straight Hne ; for the 
mtamte of tiie gnmnd woold not admit of ualli^- 
Matical predsion being adhered to, in iibe original 
piia wi which the houses were boilt. Irregnlarit}^ 
10 the only order observable ; all is up and down 
lull ; and some of the luies are like flights of stairs, 
wyie others nin in 9 zig-zi^ form, — a circnm- 
slaiice which is satirfactorily accounted for, by the 
ilipposition lliat Siena has been bniH upon thtf 
eraterof an ancient volcano, being sitnated on the 
tmncated top of a tnfo mountain. Besides, gedo« 
gials have pronooneed the soil for many miles 
nmnd to be yolcanic. The population of this place 
has^len off from 100,000 to little more than one^ 
Mb el that number. Many of the houses are 
bidl^ of brick covered with plaster, ^ worse for 
i%e, and which, notwithstanding their antique style 
ef arehitecture, have rather a naked appearance. 
Slene possesses a vnlvenity and museum, as well 
as eefefal literary and scientific institutions. Some 
few English families, attracted by the cheapness of 
fifing, and the pure Tuscan language of the inha- 
bitmts> reside amongst them ; but such dull mo-' 
netottous quarters aie by no means to be envied. 

The confined territory of Siena, like Pisa, Lucca, 
Parma and Ferrara, formed one of those petty r^ 
piMlcS} which sprung up after each other, in Tus- 
cany and Lombardy, in the interval lef^ by die 
cfuiabfing of greater powers, after a long Strugs 
gle fbT^ Mberty. These little commonwealths were 
equally turbulent and vain. They enjoyed the 
name of' Kberty, but were ruled by some ambiti- 
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ffmtmm mmmi ^ }m 
to keep them ooiwtaady wtmig with afteh otber* 
NerertheleM, they Bmmhmi in the midit of per- 
petwl heetiKty ; betriog a ninkmg retenUaaoo to 
the citice of ancieBt Greeee which mey be traced^ ia 
thePiiBitt and flefeataiee having affectedly imiftat* 
ed thegaUant Spoitaisaiid poliadbed Atheuana ; al- 
thoof^ Piia acted Laeedemen fees »a<cewft jly than 
FlaieBce did Attica. The neighbenrhood of Si- 
eaa ia not to be comparoJi to that of Floienef^ 
dMttgh the women are aa BHich iMned for their, 
heaaty, pt^teneiSy aad the el^;aBCe of their bia- 
goage, as those of the capi^. Thronghoat the. 
Toscan States, I hare seen many beantifUl pea^ 
seat giris, who generally wear atcaw-boan«ta of 
theb own mannfactnre, or Mack hats and faathcia» 
with a costnme which shows off their light anA 
giaoefnl foms to every adneataga. Their cowa- 
taasness are often lighted up by a giad feeliag of. 
ei^oyment* Their bright eyes, and an inlaUi* 
gent, thoogh somewhat canning expression aboa^ 
the moodiy give thmn a lively ammated air» de- 
Toid however of any appearance of sensuality. 

The cavaliere, who had also remained in order 
to lecmit after his acddent, accompanied me from 
Siena to Peggibonsi, where we stopped all night 
at a good inn, the Isst resting-place for travoUen 
fipam Rome to Florancey and which presentp a very 
fiMNmrablespeciflsen of sk Toscan albergo. Italaiia 
apfeatments, with stone-lloors and walls of an ea-^ 
oraMfos thickness, renders thdr interior impsK 
ijoas to the heat, a very essential point in mm- 
aMr, thoi^ vafortonatoly not so well eskala^. 
od to operate against the cold of winter. Few 
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of tbe roomt haie fire-places ; and m llMMe dial 
hmB liieoft, ^rk% ate «ekl<nii*ligiitAA^'iiBlia» tnni 
yeBen ordel- it, and wliile it k pffepariaf aro eob-i 
timt1o*taki»fll»»ltorin llie'kkelMii. : < 

In Tiiseaty iiiitlmig can esnel m bevrtf 'd» 
Imes of the faoraoB, tbe gentk ckioliHii^ •£ 
ilie'likuiifl, or tbo soft ootKBOs of < the moimtttai 
iHiich' heand'tlien. The ntW^jB aamiMir thir 
Idm of 'aanitreiia^ irhy« the Ufit appear to hntt 
been tni into terraoos by sons migbif aad » in^ 
▼Mble hand ; and t f eemliar dense Taponr is 
often qmad orer 'tkv more distaal objeate, . w%^ 
mc^fing-an kanhness, anA leafnng' the n^ole m 
▼Med and hanumiiotts beauty. I percetred, oocft<« 
Bionil)y> weH wooded hills shnt in by the kiftyr 
Apennines, whh h^e nnd tbeie a haadsome yiUr.? 
ai^ as we approached the Val d' AnuH the graoo4 
M festoons of ^e vines formed a still move altracHf 
tih^ ebje^ <tf admiration. The mode of enklvat*: 
ing ifie vineyards in Italy, whcro the Tinea an» 
trained on trees in fields sown with com^ tends t* 
present a mndbr more pietnresqne appeannee iiatm 
the ' sernbby little vines in France and Portagaft^ 
but aMiough llie dtmate of Italy is equ^ly fine^l' 
do not beliere that liie Italian method of enltnr» 
tondff to irapTOf^ the quality of the winOw On the 
eotttnry, I have generally found it to he intuiki^ 
verse rsdio to the beanty of the nneyaida. 

The most romantic part of the jobraeyy and that 
wyeh. afforded me die gveateot pleasnroy waaiHisn 
I first beheld Fioronoe frdBi the sonthy with ka 
townre, domes, and palaces ; and Mesi^ upon dw 
ttMnnt beyond it. I was then at n diataMo «# 
about m mfHet, at the tap of n otoep htU, wMi 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



9&8 itummiCBf^jctmcbcM. 

wood vbA loek mi ereiy tide. I innnedhieiy )fj» 
enst'of tHe cstaiage, the beUerto ei^y tite fiieiiiil 
etimitire project, as l^e wining road ptenetiM; 
at efvry torh, Tariety in like landscape. QhuMf 
aiierwaida we readied Florentse. On p fd hrtl ag 
imt a Imee at Ae FtMta ftonmaay my eompaaiitt* 
told me an anecdote reladng to it. It aeetw 
llie Botentines were deairous that a celefatated 
Ifeewian painter ilionld he invited 'from Rmae 
to ofttamettt seme pnhlic hoddinga in FlorMiea* 
On hm arrival At tlaa gate» he made mqidileif te- 
gaadittg the artist who executed it ; and bmg^toM 
thiat it was the work of Pietro Cortona, a native 
dt Florsaiee^he rapliedy *<If that is the case, I have 
no i^t to exorcise my pencH in v city 'vHihii at 
leady possesses so eminent a roasterl" WHik Aib 
leimark he left the place, and retraced his step^to 
the Btermd City. Hie cavaHere happened to be 
a -Florentine himself; and here we pvted. IIMnd 
hitt a kmd obliging man; but to my no small* ^Hs* 
wmff he gaa^e me a parting sahitation, mneh too «op- 
dialy which I wooki willtngly have excnsed. ' ^fUs 
piaetiee is not pecntiar to Italy. In France, tten 
veiy fieqnantly kiss each other on tiinng lesnre,'or 
OB meeting after a long absence; 

On the strength of my friend^s recommenda- 
tien, I went to the AUmrgo d'Enropa, iMtaad 
of Madame Ffombert's, where I had fsiwerlf 
lodged; hot I had leaaon, however, to r^gftet 
the change, which was decidedly for the wMHe. 
lie landlord's tarif of charges was i^ypareniy 
moderate enough ; bat he evinced a didmnest 
dieposilion ; and the waiters seemed qnite yiwaisd 
to^tf» a common Englirii hieiMistLereeiimid 
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^Hji. IlhMtn miilfvd not to tqrtliMrjb- 
aeii, fioiffiog tbeie might prove equally bed^ bm 
w«nt tQ.aii txcellent Frenob lestanratew's en iIml 
Lw|g Anio» where I diMO?eied mj fint feUown 
toKraller in Italy, Mr T.—^ al dinner. Weiievn 
ht^j. to meet agaiiif and talked over ov adren* 
tores* while enjoying our bottle of Maineb) n wbilo 
Sicilian.wioib extremely like pale ahecry* and whidi 
I. found e joioot egreeable variety, after the light 
Tuacan red wines, of which I had got quite tired^ 
Since. we parted Mr X-*— had riaited Turio» and 
hia.fftvaante Protestant valleye in Piednont. In 
the evening I visited the Pefgob theatre, to witness 
aa opera-«eriai( The house is huge and bsndsonMb 
and p oss e s ses a good orchestra. There were no 
fipitrrste singers, however, and I thought the ballet 
much inferior .to that of the Coeomero. The 
Gmnd Dnke^ Leopold the Second, happened to 
beipiuaent; I wua ghid to have an opportunity of 
seeing this liberal young prince, who. b the only 
Itelian sovereign possessed of popularity amongil 
hia snljects* The Tnscana are nnch in dieed of 
fsUing under the Imperial yoke, which will be the 
case should the Grand Duke have no male issue* 

The Academy of Georgofili was, I believe^ one 
<^, the.fixst institutions, established in Flovence for 
iJie encouragement of agrkmltnre^ industry, and 
conmerce, under the especial pidronage oi the 
Grand Dukes, who have now brought it to » very 
floufishiiig state* It has been piodH«tive <tf essen* 
tial aervios in their own dominions, in promioting 
the. cnltivation of the soil, and baa served likewise 
aa ninodel for simihur societies instituted on the 
same principle in other peilft of Itply, and even in 
Germany. 
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tm Steleft oopf, in ^» matt * b«Miti£al bhuwht, 
•ItlQei, yatwy and olher pieces of seidptaxey Imtt 
die 4>est aDciem end nodem modelsi in txmM% 
sad alabaster* This iuerative trade diey have aK-* 
taaded ail ever Einrope, aad, I am told, ev«tt to 
ih» B^r twrnwatlantic republican wki^e a twte far 
tbe fiae atte is begiimiBg to doT^ep »tti^. The 
Flai^mtaiieB ava also &ibo«8 te maDnftMtiiiing pkm 
ttlkss bat, in wooUen «kths, mathematioal iaalra- 
neats» and some olhw branehes of iadtsstry, they 
cauMl eempete with the English, either in pons 
of priee or qfaakty. It is i^easiBg to see biosi of 
dM y^wsg women in ihe environs of the citf 
h«sHy employed plaiting the de8eriptie& of himnslB 
so commoaly worn by Eoglssh lad^ ; and srinoh 
Stfe made of the stiaw of a kind of upbeat calt»* 
Tated m Tascaay (€tnummmvoiem») far that piar* 
pose^ These girls hare generally a- modeal eas* 
riage and a very gmesM manner, goad figwresy 
fs g ala r features, and animaled blaok eyas. 1 may 
be mistaken; bat I should be opt to ii^ry from 
their appeamnce and iadnstrions habits, and fimn 
thefar deanHness of posmi and dress, that they asa 
atfmgns to ^t looseness of monds, or even le- 
vity oi tondvet, which most travrileis aaerihe to 
Ils^an females of all classes. 

On one of these clear and cloudless Deeenribcr 
days, which we so seldom ^joy m oar northern 
fartitnde at any season of ihe year, I stroUsd 
ant to the enfiroBs of Florence. I conld nol 
help admiring the rich and fer^ ftrms whieh 
were enclosed within a beantiAil amphitheatM' of 
yils, and eam^ied by an Imliatt sky qf the desip^ 
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eai %klew Hmviiici^ Aoligk strip^ e# 4hdr 
IwaairiMrt ftH^fie^ f<iniied the grMter oeDtnHintk 
•ihe'litii^tirees^ whiie they aeeorded weU widi the 
honhn h«e of the olive, and ^ dark eyeigneeA 
of 4iie aged ikx. After ahont an howr'swalkt Iap«> 
fmeadied a lolly hmldiiigt resemhlkig a fortrawy «^ 
iOB an Mobtedhitt; which peered to be the Ceitoaai 
a ^OBTeiit el Cardmnan meske d the eider of St 
BniiMi. Efeiy one has heard of the etrietMiiy 
die peMOieee, i^ rigid aaeettc life, of these holy 
fitfhm» or of their brothien in the more renowned 
Giaade Chartreaae. The veodleetioBs eonneeled 
•with that oelefatated institotion were fwite eaomf^ 
to ndvee ne to reqaest, at the outer gftte, per- 
aaiMoa (whidi was readiiy granted) to visit the 
aaenweny.' A pleasant, wiiidkig, and afaaded-walhv 
leads up te it; bnt the foanden hate displayed 
inere taste m the selection of asite, l^an in the bmI* 
tst'Of arehitecewnt* There is'Sq air ef tfti^ness and 
iriig ton s repose aboat the Cerftosa whieb, te seaae 
temperamenlB, most hare an attraetiYe power of the 
Best sublime and pladd natare. This 'nllage of 
henaitages is bailt in tbe fdrmof a holfoyw square^ 
wkliin aspaee abent a quarter of a mile in eir> 
eamftarence, oontalnkig some twenty faalnlaAiMis $ 
eaeh with a atndyor oratory, a bedreom.aad kit* 
efaen, with a nrndl garden adjoining* The ohaFeb 
feitns one side of the eqnare, and is the nostin- 
teresting object within the walls. Some' good pio- 
tores, if nslave artists of the Fk>rentine sehofd^ 
plenty of marUe and mosaio, ndom this degant 
place of worship. ' 

We were nshered into the apartment, or cell as 
it is teiaaed^^f DvLFertlBBaSD, (aALthe clergy in 
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Itd^fam tWtHkof Dm), m i9MnUm*BMt% ' 
portlf <4d inan, dothed ill iriihe wMdk»;nilM^ witli 
ft long flowing beard, s sha?en erowB, bat hsviig 
teas of the ai^orke in his appoanmoe tkm cmM : 
hite been eipeoted. His cottTenatioii tfacM^gfaoot 
WW qmie liiftt of ft man of the mirld. ^Mop*- 
feeebe Loro eon' Ingleee?'* » were hie feat- wow i ft 
Hating ai^itfled him on ihaife pmal^ ibangii i 
beaeeoi^dtotdkeitfbr giaiKed, beftddreeiadi 
In the most poMte' manner in my oi 
which be spoke rvry flneHtly, and f ' 
«d me to take some i«freshment. Ha 
mndi more respeeilallyof the Eqgliah than hf 
reigneffl in general do, and showed na the csdi 
iifagreatmanjrofliiatWftndeiingtsibe^wim^aBnf j 
onr national ioH^and i«nc»wn to the mcanBoal 
eornen of the civilized worid. I observed in km 
apartment a very tolerabie library of Latin, ftaWanj 
and BngHah bcMdei, which inclvded sonw^ am 
best daanc authors. He waa partianlavly onriaai 
to know the progress of seisoos in SnglnBdi 
talked on every sn^ect, from the Cathoife Qaea- 
tiOtt (wMch excited hit livefiast intsMst) to the 
Thames Tnnne], being qnite onAwBiaatie in hia 
praise of that bold and novel vadertaking* Onrpe* 
liodiud literature, in wMch he Be a m ed well wensd^ 
he described as spnrited and tetidioot to ft |iiteb of 
severity, bntingenions, and at timea both i nstmcti fe 
and amusing. This venerable Cenofaite beipgadia 
act as my doerone, and acoompanied inn to -the 
dmpel, the cloister, and thvoogb some of t&e' ceHi^ i 
wfakh were diiefly remaikable fcr diaar ezftvamo { 

•wltappesntsaanlwtyfcawffaiM'y. 
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mfSy << ibat ihey oBD0eer«to 
time «»lir»l7 lo fattiag^ •ileaeei flolitudo^ 
wiA pnifar^ pediMdy quiel in the midst of a 
tamgitwotta vofld, the noise of which MajCM 
mi^ Miches tbeireass/' The testimony of 
mdi'M advetsBSf is net 4o he desjused. Thie 
«B«fer is mgasded by the CathoUo Chniish as 
dM-hesi aadel of m peniioBfasl end oftntewytoi*^ 
tiw state :#f eaifteace* With gneateir ansteri^ 
thsiLiapnMtiwd by ih» votaries of aay other ia» 
Jigiienn body, they take a jvst idew of the vaaity 
«f faonlan pleasares, fixing all thw though on 
anathtf world> and eoatenting thunselves with 
iimt obaprt and their oeli. In the midst of re* 
aiantic soen^, widi a pareeLy abore theaH every 
day. of their monotonons life is past in exercising 
lias same round of religions duties. After soma 
eoarenation with the jnonk upon a yariety of 
tafttOB^ I todc leare of hiniy having relceived a cordial 
{itntatton to repeat my risii to the Certosa. 

Amos^t the middling dasses^ in florence» 
owing to the beneficial effect of a wise and liberal 
government^ a favourable impulse has been given 
to national character^ which has had much influx 
eawe in improfing the moral condition^ and in 
diffimng a tipmt of inquiry and activity throughoi^ 
the whde popalatiott. Thus the Florentines rank 
higher in the scale of intellect than the natives 
of any odier part of Italy. Even in viewing the 
lowest order of the people^ no signs of poverty, 
squalid misery or wretchedness, are discoverable* 
Industry has been promoted, and continues to 
be encouraged by the iafinentialand wealthy, from 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



tM ATTnAefiomB of bxob&kce. 

tin priim ^«wn to the medbnic. R a aowawl 
Ibr ha refinement, weahb, and learniof^-^with s 
temperate and healthy climate — a language godbi- 
dered the purest Italian, free from any vi%ar dia^ 
feet — monuments of the arts, which am cultivat- 
ed with greater success than in any other capi- 
tal of Europe— a society compoeed ef a patri- 
eiic and polite nobility^— Florence has become the 
nsort of fereigaers d jatiaga isfaed for their rank, 
or their lore of the arts and sdeacee ; aad wiio 
hare flocked hither in search of latiMMl amaae 
meats and useful instruction, which are ha» easily 
to be procured. 

When manoBUirering mothers fail in their epecu* 
lations at Bath or Cheltenham, they try Florence 
or Rome, in hopes that the warm climate of the 
south may stimulate and inspire the liberty-loying 
sons of Britain with some of its genial excitement 
and induce them to take compassion <m their fiur 
countrywomen in a foreign land. It is this perhaps 
which gives Florence so much the i^pearance ef 
a fashionable English watering place, and renders 
it less interesting to travellers who love novelty^ 
Still, however, I could not leave Florence without 
regret, where so many attractions are united, and 
which is universally allowed to be the moat polish- 
ed city in Italy. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

TUSCANY CONTINUED. 

On tbe &th af DecenAery I left Florence for Leg- 
horn, by a diligence or light coacb, whicli carries 
four people, and is drawn by two horses, which, 
with the carriage, were changed three or four times 
during the jonmey, bat unfortunately every change 
was made for the worse. However, as it is the 
only attempt at a stage-coach in the Tuscan domi- 
nions, one must not be very fastidious ; besides, they 
drive quickly, and thus make up for the delay of 
shifting lu^age, and the inferiority of the vehicles. 
The road a^ongthe banks of the Amo is very good, 
and offers some of the most beautiful prospects of 
Italian scenery ; such as the romantic-looking monas- 
tery of Monte Oliveto, en the summit of a hill near 
the city gate, and the villa Ricdardi, seen on the 
left of the road, which is of magnificent architecture,' 
and one of the finest country-houses in the Grand 
Duchy. In about an hour more we reached the 
small town of Lastra, noted as the central point 
where Leghorn bonnets are made, a manufacture 
wfaidi seems the prindpal occupation of the young 
wraiea tfanmgfaoiit Tuscany, and one admirably 
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suited to tbetr neat and elegant appeamioe. Thb 
is not tbe only kind of indnstry practised in Lastnu 
I saw many people employed in making eaithtti 
TBseSy bas reliefs, and ornaments for gardens, in 
imitation of the ancient Etmscan terra cotta ▼ases. 
The peasantry have a dieerfol happy look ; and 
although the country girls are not so handsome as 
those of Siena, they dress very smartly, and con- 
vey a very fiavonrable impression oS the inhabitants 
of the Val d* Amo. 

I arrived at Leghorn in the evCHung. A sea- 
port town is always a pleasing sight to an Engiish- 
man, and the more so if be has passed sonn 
time without seeing slnps, or breal&ag the aaa- 
breeee. Leghorn i» a place ^tiiely m^an- 
tile ; the town is new, neatly buUt, with regokr 
streets, crowded with people, baring every ap- 
pearance ef comfort aind afflaoMe; Tlie ahopa 
are fitted up fike dioser ol Fovtsmonth' or Ham; 
and it is considered the most coaimcicial: pott of 
the Mediterranean, bebg safe, ipocioos, and well 
defended by a mde, whidi ^ctMidB ksaftf • wy 
considerable way out from the land. Trade anl 
itidttstry present the same appearance of bustle and 
acdrity «t Leghorn, which is tamed the Liveepoel 
of Italy, as they do everywhere t and scaxeely asy 
diflbrence of rank is perceptible amongst iht iaka* 
bitants. 

T%ere is certainly no town in Italy wfaidh le- 
minds one so much of England as Leghorn. Bma 
many of the vessels in the port eported. owrnatiwl 
flag. Aftw passing through its prind^ atnelB^ I 
tedc a ramble beyond its waHs into the ees 
The immediate environs are llat and faenihy, i 
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■pilMd with mmni YflOaft aad eMti^ 
to weakhy nHBidrants, vobj of whom hxf dMea 
to fix their residence upon the htU of Monte Naiif 
lOy which is considered the hesltluest and mee^ 
^Mtted spot in the neigfaboiuhoad. Nor did £ 
«Biit to Tisit the English boryia^gvoiHid abe«t 
ludf a mile, from the town, where many a heaiy 
pile ol Camra- marble records the name of some 
rich and ploddmg, yet obscm» iodindind ; but I 
hastily tamed away from snch gandy momiments, 
wiien I discovered the tomb oi Toliiaa Smollett, 
wUdi many a trareller has come to Leghorn for 
ike pmrpose of visiting. The marUe, pleia and 
VBscalptnrcd) which, in the fiwrn of a small pyim<- 
Bfd^ resting upon m square base, oorem the «e- 
mains of this celebiBted anthor, beam ample tssti- 
Bony to the veneratioQ in whicb many of his ea» 
thnnastic admirers hold his memory; and which 
they haf» t e s t i Aed by nnmegona inscripriens. H^m^ 
there is liiMwise to be semi the tomb of Fhmois 
Hsmer, justly o^biated as an eloquent o«toiv an 
ervdite and en]ighta:ied critic, and a profomd phi- 
ksopher* 

Ihe proiessora of evmy religions creed are t»*' 
ksalied at Leghorn, and ^joy the free exercise of< 
tiwir own wmhip. The Roman Catholic is the es-. 
isMiuhed religion of the state, as well as the most 
popular. There are many English and other Pro* 
lestams who have a chapel^ and a chaplain paid by 
ibe Factory; nAo are a wealthy and re^>ectab)e 
body, and carry on the greatest shave of the tmde 
between this eoontry, England and America. 
Thete are not fewer than 18,000 Jews in Leg- 
hnsa, who here, as in Leghon, enjoy pecnMiir. 
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fiMbBM) •vw thftl «f lioldiiig hided prdp«f^ ; 
• dlrtfaiBliiMi which, wh«n diejr do posKM, diey* 
«§ fOTf fond <tf riiowiiig. Their ejmagogiie is 
widen d one of the finest in Europe, thoogh 
il af peaired to me inferior to that of Frank* 
flM. Theee people are quite peenliar, OTen in 
Aeir temple* Although there was neidier baj« 
ing nor selling when I Tisited the interior, before ' 
I eeidd ohtnin og ree s y I was attaoked by n nnm- 
ber of men, women sod difidreD, all of whom 
eliimed sonrathing for showing what was lippafenl-' 
Ijr open to the public To get rid of their impels* 
tonities, I was c omp elled in my own defence, as 
the only Christian among so many Jews, to dis- 
tribute amongst them the loose silver whidi I had 
in my pnne, and was excessirely rejoiced when I 
wu allowed to make my escape. The Grorin 
have also a chnroh and college at Leghorn, and I- 
was told that e?en the Mabommedans have, or 
bad s mosqne there ; bnt I did not cairy my ea« 
runty so to as to ascertain the trath of this re- 
pott* 

I took a small boat one morning, and rowed 
o«t a fow n^es on the tideless Mediteifanean. Se- 
wral vessels were then performing quarantine at 
Mdeto ; wh«« the lazarettos are large and com- 
modioni* Ipaiaednearthatof San Leopoldo, con- 
sidered one of the best in Europe* III wise sa- 
naitory regulations afford ample security against 
that dreadful scourge the plague, to which, if the 
most rigid precautions were not taken, their great 
Levant trade would necessarily expose them* I 
landed at a lefty round tower, built on an isc^ted 
roek» as a ligbthooae, about a mile from theahefe^ 
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begim to unite with the hud hj m mw Mid i«dly» 
wigtaAceal iBole> fanning an ostit hirbdw* Hev» 
I eiyoyed a tnily delightfid pvoefMet horn th0» 
top» On the vast space of deep blue walera of 
tl^ Tynfaene sea^ boimded 1^ the hor i «Mi » ' I mm^ 
with m«eh iateraat the UlMds of Corsica aad EUba^^ 
• From such a spot, it is impossiMe aottoiacatt' 
the idea cf that amamng maii» the wonder of <wr* 
1^; and while gasttg on Conka Ae huid of hie' 
birth) on Italy the seraeof Ma int mRitary espbki^* 
and a liule farther off, on Elha, the-rsdnced iMMte^^ 
of his petty sofweigntyy I idmost foiget tho niag>* 
nifieent yiew which my elevated station fiffi»dod. 
it oompftsed Leghorn and the MHToondkig eoim*' 
try, Piui with its lofty domoy and leaning tower; 
and in the distance the Apennines of the Reviere 
de Levante^ hacked hy the snowy A^ of Pied-' 
nonty while the light morning bteew from tho^' 
land, and a clear atmosphere, gave a most pewerM ' 
effect to the impressive scenery. 

Leghorn is not the place to look for any mium* 
ment of antiquity or of the arts ; and a stranger, 
who has nothiog to do with eommeroe^ soett gels - 
tired of it, for he can find bnt few resoofces for - 
the mind ; and if impelled by the stimdns of tra- 
vel, he will limit his stay to a very low daye« The* 
oidy public monument I saw, was a maiUe etatne 
(near the arsenal) of Ferdinand I#, wiUi four colos^ 
sal slaves in bronze at his feet, forming a very mi- 
favourable specimen of Giovanni di Bologna's scnip^' 
tare. Leghorn, however, affords a pleasing ex- 
ample to what extent enterprising sovereigns can 
become benefactors of their country, since, out of 
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igg yirt wmmmd fcy tbeqptgrpriaeof thft M iii ki i 
. The Jewish quarter is rwelf the seat of Tirt«e; 
and al Leghoiii» es well as every wfawie else* il^ Is 
tiM filthiest ia the town.. AM the expense of my 
haidkercbi^ (of which ny pocket was picbedj^ 
I ▼SBtared to visit the cend mamifiM^tOfy, Isc 
whifih this qwMrter is fianoas. The stone as fished 
up. .near tba coast of Sicily^ and hroi|§ht fieoni 
thenos by the Jews, who are extreaieiy indaBtiioa% 
iad Bjonopelige this branch entirely* Many oC the 
alabaster ymm nnd fi^arasi hawked about all oaar 
EnnqMii are also of their workmanshipi and pri^e^ 
nsonrceofpeat wealth to Tuscany. TbeeiUen* 
sine I6wig;n jconuneioe of I^sghoiTi is, howter^p. 
of iafinitdy freater importance! it beu^ t)M 
only real free port of Italy> and the gw^d dep^t 
of foreign and colonial pfodooe; which is <?onan 
ipently sold» for the consumption of the town, s^ 
cfimpaiatiyely a very cheap rate. Bat the strictsft 
search of all carriages, and even of foo^pjsaien- ■ 
gBSS, passing the gates, is rigorously eniforeed. 
While every thing is allowed freely to enter the 
town, nothing can be conveyed into the interior 
of the conntry, until a considerable duty baa been 
exacted* I am told, however, that the utmost 
v^ilance on the part of the Doganieri doea not 
prevent contraband trade. 

That part of the town in which I lodged ia ^al« 
led New Venice ; merely, I presume, from its being 
intersected by a number of canals, which serve to 
transport goods from the harbour to the war»- 
honaes of the merchants ; for this is the only point 
of resemblance which it bears to the <<Qneen<^tba 
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9quu^f wkenoe «ll the prindpftl straets Inwidioff ; 
•ad ftl mie end of m^cb stands the ooUsgiate 
cikardiy as Ktlle remarkable Hor ihB anifailectwe el 
ile exterior, as the oroameBls of its interior. Tfae 
theateefdr Italian plays aad operas isralheralMnd- 
eoBie MldiBg ; boi during my stay it was destitnte 
•f parfermers--^ carcnmstanee wbich of oowse 
pSBvented me from firiting it. I havv net seSM 
aay eofte»heases in Italy, not even those of 
the unrivalled Piazza di San Mareo^more splendid 
Ikm a Greek oeffiM^honse aft Leg^ion, fibieh is 
elegaaUy Ugfated np in the ereniag, and appeara 
to bo Y&f much resorted to by the iwied inbabi* 
lants of the many trading marts, who are eonstaan* 
ly ^is^ing this great commercial enqporimn. 

' la December, the climate had began toassnme 
• diUly cbaneter, with dear frosty wea&ef^ a pmre 
bhio dky, and bright sonshine,— a ch«ige whidi 
aagmnedwdftfortraveUing* I, therefore, took • place 
in one of the ydiieles that perfoim the journey re* 
goiariy betwem Leghorn and Pisa, llie diaUmce 
is not more than fourteen miles ; b«l the read is 
qtdto level, and the country on both sides monoto*' 
neus, though pretty well cultiyated, but still sas* 
oeptible of greater improvement* We were scarce* 
ly three hours in reaching the depopidated and 
melancholy dty of Piaa, which preseats a re- 
markaUe instance of decayed grandeur, and an 
iUnstradon of the popular notion, that, by the 
.coaatittttion of things, kmgdiMns, like individuals^ 
hs?e periods of inimcy, maturity, and decrepitudes 
Though at fint mi indnuficant town, Fisa, by the 
foico ot eommerdal iaflustry and activity, heme. 
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filMr.th» kyse «f sHiC'ysin, «ttfr of 
ptmmM and ioAoeiitiBl dim n habf. InJkm 
hh tiiy of ihit eamatrj k will be ^Dimi* t#- lam 
teiMapraaiiMtt|Nrt. WUla wiiir ftiRep^bi. 
cm form of govonminfty ii wos temsmwmA lir< Ao 
w y id p ioyi^ww wlueh it ande, •» w:^ in mmm maA 
m ia nangatloa. It bod aeqfavod iionMBBO 
and ita nraUlMOi ooaBMjueiilly pOBMnod 
I fvweff aad irer% in tlm maaaon and eaa«' 
tonn, -dtistiagabkod f4» tkeir- op i oBd oat w Bcfcto 
tlw dtf wiui aaitiMl to the Daellf of Tawaay, ilw 
pofwiaiioa ioafcid to lifla« readbad tiw n iau ii t t'of 
l«HMa; tattho iftjMifoiiiriadaMiaoafloiaiga'iMK 
kSUMf combiaed with ami^oibeir mmm, al i ea yii 
ti wi i a y ud 'the^amnyy^f^citiaan^ iiiN»,'at ^ono lillae» 
were cbiiiy c rtd bi alod - >ftar tboir afeefa* |Mlie aad 
a fc y i rfdia^yawiottoBi. 'flrioeonimiaiaiOB wai bo 
do«bt iKMidf oaiMd bf 4ire ostabliiiiaMBt of a>|Wrt 
at Leghoia^ wbieh dtovw lo i«Mlf ibe Tilal iateiwMs 
of i^ aad i^no a death*4dow'to'ite fnMpMxfm 
a<eil)r* Ihe sttaois are now qoiet sad deaolaie» 
aad 4ho' population faoB boon Todacod t4y^04aaidi 
paitof ita fonaer'naaiber* Tbo ciaiaio aad the 
aataqjoiiieaof^tbo plaee aro'aow'lndood ibo oalf 
aOlraotioas whidi Pisa preaeata to the tnrwtier;' 

Tbo aplandoar of the palaeea and oth«*'d£l«Ba 
wbich PiM <;ontaias tnay be gteatlf attribMaH to 
tbo £no ntaiMe qnanriea wbitih are fdtmd ia "iai 
Boigbbontbood. It oannot, howofon ^ aaldmf 
tfaase bnidinga, tbai die matefiri 
workmanship; for the qaality of their 
tare is generally as MeeUent as that of>tiio mar* 
hie of wbiebabey lira ocMBpoaed. Ilia d^ daa 
limsMM the ofedit widob attea Inmi lb» i 
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Imkm jwpmMUM the* ekgaat mtB to tJm other 
.giioKies of Italy--«or rather, of hafing revised m 
lafitA for then in the niniH of the Itidiaiie. The 
Pieeiie derired their improrenente in architecilai« 
aodipaiiitiBg front the relics of Gred^ art. Thef 
ahw^doned.the barbarene style of the .middle age% 
aod intaodnoed^the taalefal pacaliaiities of t^ aoK 
dent achooly which, for grace and harmony of pro^^ 
portion*in ita arcUteGtiire, as^ well as for the pnri^ 
o£ detign, and riehaees of cdonring in ita paintia§^ 
«tpf4 l^thia period sniivaUed* It waa fiom Plea 
iba* a jnal aaid polite taate for the fine arts pro* 
ceaded to^sptiad, in theoeame of a fov cantwia% 
patf^ the whole of fiarope* 
, .llieUniTeruty of FWisaeoendiDpoiBto^evk . 

lehnty.tOJ»oiieinItaly»eKoepttbatof Pbria. N« 
|ilaco ean be better ealcnhrted for the ]|<spoeea of 
stniyy it is so ficrfoctly qniet; and, enjoying the 
advantage of a mild and sahtbcioas climate^ eqw* 
dajly, in' winter, it is well adapted for the resio 
denoe of inyalids; but it contained rery few 
foreignera at the period of my viral* I can . imft- 
gine that it is too doll and retired for the ganv* 
laiij^ of Epglish who trarel for pleaanre; hut thof 
would, hewover, hava^me inducement to fix their 
abode there, in the. high character for urbanity and 
soeiability of manneM, which the Fisans justly 
boas^ of. A short stay enabled me to judge ver^r 
imperfefptly of the litersry institutions or society 
of the place} but J cannot refrain from expressing 
my .obUgatioos to Professor Paoli Savi, director <tf 
the museum, a celebrated naturalist, who is m* 
markably attentive to all travellers introduced tor 
him. . TbeJeai3»qd Professor Eosini is equally kind 
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to straftgow. He is ikm bnrflf enghgfd 'Uii^W ^ 
edition of Tasso, trhicb will, ftxMSi vli«t'I 1liW« 
lieard, do credit to Ws t«l«kt8 «id ^fm6Mmi& «•-' " 
* The she of the Tohu di Fame, which wmi de- 
molished some hnndt-ed years ago, was poitited Mrl 
<to me. It is celebrated ill Dtaite^s IftteriM), m^^kb 
ittterefetin'g accotmt gireii df the stoff <ff fJgoBM, 
^hoih he finds, on aittiing at the laM? citiilb <if 
h^ll, with the other tttdtor to his cotttftiy, lUfgMV 
Immured in eternal snow. It is aari histofflMi ^hie% 
'that Count Ugolino della ehetMiS^ck, it8itfp«iilf 
H^acherons means thft sovertiglity *<tf Pkii^' ifWd 
'Whicb lie was expelled by iJie itoeif*' • M llHUW*%lit 
ednally criminal Archbishop Ruggierl d'lXMMfaNi 
lEbe triumpb of the hrtter wils disgra«e4 ^^ 
terrible cmdty which he exercised le^tiMAf'ttr 
Mral and vidtim, whom be ^m np, tdlM^ fUffM 
fonr chfldren, in the T6M dt Fame, i^*lsni-il*f 
liled of bmiger, amidst the most exuiM.illliJi|f*i|fe^ 
nieif. ' From this dr^dM catartroplifrrav*ilBBee 
tdok its name. ''»»**' 

- I visited the diiircb of ^tm d^raRfet^ dl*€Mi 
ISteiknd With a greater degree tryf interen^'^tKAUM 
rf was bnilt on the spot nvhtre tbk eeMMMId 
« tower of frimlne " onc^ HtdM. It beh«g» WH* 
Imigbts of the miHtary otder of Si SWf^bMH'-Hlf 
which Cosmo I. was grand niastef. TIlil'lilkllM^ 
tibif is simihr to that of the chitalroiis KK^MliMir 
Malta. The members cruised m galleys'W Hm 
Mediterranean against the Turks and ptMM^^Fil* 
biiving been their conventnal re8idl6nN6e ; «Ml'4A 
rbtmd the chnrch, which is omamefttc^ witb-'Mri^ 
good pictures, and a high altar of port^yryjlMtterh 
won from the Infidel are suspended M MpMte.; 'SM 
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Cl^9mm h^wma Ar^fOio-m^d CortoM» which ym- 
fonnwiy «a extensivo iiKffiBts,^ subject to floods^. 
INitwhiahlbey.cwiy^Eted into tba rich^t arable 
]|^'. Thi» iNTtUa and highly cultivated plain exni 
cteed my Adanration. wh^n trajreUing through i(» 
an WM m tha viiM-ooFeirad hillSt beautifaUy wur* 
riaj^tnii with ealtaga^i faltoriaa* i«id << eoiMreata of 
8ob«r<gi»|r/' Sttcb jolly koigbto ara, therefore^; 
te «iay ba siippotad) iieT«r at a IO09 for the beat» 
Akntio^ winaa, prodiacad on ih^ own profnerty,.; 
wMeb«aa|r ba^lanniad iha faronriia seat of <' Baiodbiiia; 
iUvTiiMiaay*" 

v-71|a l.«e««iiig Tomr» tha Caaipo Smto, tW* 
CJ^hadndi and .lb« Ba^tittary, form a gfodap of » 
jMUai^idMitflrBatiaiobjaatat vuish aa avien Italy. 
«Ml»m fiiiaaata altAwbare* Although widKviUr 
Jkm^upmMf and pittity ao much admired ia 
Qji^ani adigcaa» they hare each their respective', 
beav^ba* The cathedra], ennnoaated by a oopo* 
]i^4a ft verv fim pieea ef arctutectwrey which can: 
Hainber *be leaned Gteoiea nor Gothic, but a coniT k 
WnatiiMi of both, adorned with four ranges of ann, 
eient piUara of diffeiwt orden, with rqimd axches^ 
lantJng-oa pilairteta ; and it waa the finit edifice m 
irhUb aMidam architectwe aesuwed ^he beauty and 
tWfflrtafity of a taiaiice. The bM-teliefa are not ia 
gfffdftaate; but Ae interior b efMciotta and elegaiiW> 
and ciantaiiia aome valpaUe paintings by the oldM 
Ulfstaiv* It is also eraamemed with fine mosliicsy 
and thc^ lasulptunad marUa coksunaa bqeught hy the * 
Pifa^alrom tha Holy Land. About the middle 
4tf ^MS9^6ik Wfdmy^ tbe,ba|itistory was bnilt by 
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gonal foot In the centre, belttrtiMy vi^tiM^ 
ind large enoagh for ^e immersbn 6f ' biitfltt)' 
or even »f adults, in bapfkm. ' •<> ' ' 

'Wben I entered the Campo Simto, IMtn kittd ef 
Bfre pervade my mind, wiiich l caimot deeo ftbe u 
The very silence of the place seemed mmd.^'^A* 
second Volney might lean on one' of te aUdHnr 
tombs in this field of n^ulchres, and oontemplMH^* 
instead of the ruins of Palmyra, tiio TeneFabteltoi^ 
cos of Giotto and Oigagno ; while ^'tatAffmy* 
and Uie sculptor would find ample scop«r ffft fkt^ 
nseacebes, at every step they took, in tUir ittdttH 
choly Sanctuary of the dead, who repose' 'amid' Alft*' 
eardi of the Holy Land^tho soil of Mb sepafelito 
having be«k transported from Mount »€al>Hliy hy* 
the FiflMgaOoys of the crusaders. One of ti ie ' i osf 
fiascos is an all^;«Adcal picture by GiiMtOi ^wttdfe* 
laaybecalled the triumph of iteo^;- fl i ft i^myi w 
groups ; in the one, poverty, discUse, and l%i^*^t& 
aeen invoking the welcome aid of 1^ grim- iynut t 
and, in die otber, youth, WealUi,' and pmnpttl^^ 
aeem shrinking from hb approUch to hoiroiriM 
dvead. . ' ■ . . i. r « 

Few e^fices in Europe hiive beto mond'fte^ 
foently described/or are better loiowtt, thatttiiio* 
Leaning Toweir, or Campanile. Its mBgMtm» 
Gothico-Morisco architecture, like the Calltedni^* 
cased in blade and white marble, MtrottMM by 
right cirdoi or rows of columns suppoi ' tin g Imah^^ 
which gradually decrease in ^ir propMioaa 'm 
dieyi^proadi the top, are well worth a mi&uto 
inspection. The tower is 800 feel^higfa^ asid di-^ 
veiges, toward^ die t^t, npwprdi of l§ feet from 
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tf » i|WNW > <taJ» » ^ dlrennatatiee whioft is aitri* 
li«^M)i«liy Bame^ to Ihe founiktion having given way 
ifloii.4filiepth6 building was Gommenoed; and the 
arohitect having tried th^ experiment of oontinning 
UdiWoriS} anoeeeded in maintaining the uniKMiiil 
indteatioii dMW giren ta it % accident. This i$^ 
at all enenfca, we manner of accounting for so iisto*' 
aiahHig a p^ieaomenon, which has now stood for 
mmf centuries, affording an evident proof of its 
aolfaMiy. There are otberSi however, who main- 
liBi B eoAtmi^y theory, assertiiig that the Tower 
9m$L httre been thrown otf its perpendicular by 
MQIB «i36idei|Cal cause, k>i^ after its erection. In 
pi^fof this opinion it may be mentioned^ that in 
qMipI. the^pictfUres in the Campo Santo, repre-' 
scaitipg jtbe .Life of S, Ranieri» this Tower is in- 
tEodnced .perfectly upright, but only seven stories' 
]»Jkiaight» whpreas it is now eight stories high. 
Thesa pictures were begun about 1300, being up- 
wards of a century after the Campanile was finish- 
ed*- It is therefore probable that the latter opi- 
nioa is correct;; and that the eighth storey, which 
sath^ iacUnes in a contrary direction, must have 
been added at a subsequent period, to act as a sort 
of .^oamterhahmce to the accidental position which 
it had tdken. A similar obliquity of position is 
Boticed in other buildings near this, and, indeed^ 
^^ the whole of Lombardy, evidently owing to 
the i»oft nature of the soil, in which water is found 
at the depth of a few feet. The view from the sum- 
Bodtia remarkably fine, embracing the fertile hills to- 
wards tbaeast covered with olive- trees, a great part of 
the Val d'Arao, and the vast expanse of the blue wa- 
teis of the Mediterranean. The Amo flows through 
2b2 
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I^ wldGh»iikeFk)ffeiioe,tt b«ik i^Uaiy ^ 
bank, and three fine bridges form the commnmoa- 
tion between the di£fereat parts of the town. The 
Lung Arno, or spadons quays along the river, wn 
ornamented with noble edifices of beautiful archi- 
tecture, chiefly built during the time of the repub- 
licp Most of the streets are wide* straight, and 
well paved. Besides several ancient monuments 
of tho <70thic style, such as thellall of Commtfoc^ 
which is supported by pilasters of the Doric order, 
where the merchants used to assemble, there are 
the palaces formerly belonging to the TAnfial^i*^>l 
and the Lanfudocci fiimiUe^ md w^^ otbi»^ on 
tb^ Jjxmg Amp, 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

SARDINIAN STATES. 

Ov ^ H)/!& 2)a»mier I left Pisa at rather a hte lipw 
is the afternoon, in eompany with two reTerend ia* 
Ifaen, who had engaged plaoea in Uie same yettarinttf 
coach lor Genoa. Our jonniey, at first, lay through 
ft fine plain, hordered as nsaal with festoons of vine. 
The grapes had long sboe heen gathered; aad 
the bMntifdl green of the olives, and the livelier has 
of the orange-trees, were ahnost shronded from 
our sight by the shades of twilight. A few horns 
drive over an excellent level cairiage-road, with 
llie lofty chain of Apennines on our right, and 
die sea on our left himd, brongfat ns to the smatt 
town of Pietra Santa, belonging to Tuscany, bat 
enrnramded on all sides by the territory of Lucca* 
* Carrara is situated at a considerable distance from 
the high road, amongst the mountains, the tops 
«f whkh are perceived from afitf, having the ap- 
pearance of being covered with snow, from iim 
whiteness of the marble of which they are comr 
posed. I was very desirous of seeing the qnairie% 
widiottt relinquishing the seat which I had engaged 
i» the vehicle for lbs remainder of my journey to 
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G«Bo% and mt off ms cabriolet to firit thit-asls* 
brated spot. I was mudi gratified with ahe^aigfat 
of many excelleot models of ancient and mo^em 
acnlpture, as well as of the immense quarries, finaat 
wbich the finest marble in Europe is ebtained^ and 
wbidi f(»mis a most Incratife and important braneii 
of eommerce to the state. 

I rejoined my vettmiDo companions nest menfr- 
bgat Massa, wbith b delifhlMly aitnated nanr the 
aea, and which, with its dneal palace and eastk, 
forms quite thekeai>''idealof arpetftysoYerMgn'sre- 
aadence. I am sorry to add that it belongs to tlM 
mmi < ntw pn lw Brinoe in Uaif^ «bo &t(!im^^H9^ 
itauBt both iemt«ites being moiled^ lMa%/rt# 
aifniBing aMoi k ei|«iaHr «<wiU* It was ^ 
nMpnbfie» aad>baa n wna d itoongii^'acWBail I 
WHKtfb inat panecw piafMifMNi: lyaawiisMK it ^ 
iteer BMna, ^IM «bB Semmmii «f TnMNMif. I«M 

bananeApriaaeiaMa nalire.eawitiT* • fanb % 
svlmh b»i«to toaftUyiMifiiN It ia MaMMk'tiiii wbaii 
A» GonMomete «nd<aMne> «f tb^^priMnpal pwaanii 
•gas 0f 4n eapitalwapefraaented tp bilrnaivvmaia 
HightteaB; being ftftanali>ned-l>ag$pnbilea»4nwMWiii» 
Cbay apnkgked lor aequitiwig^ ^eniaelfet' jimUt 
Minvttidly a* eonrt ) bni Bao«Mii p«t t h aiqa i ta 
m ihmt ease^ by mymoiiig nayy^foo d w H n wa d ly, 
M in tfant eaae *m nroat enauae une^aiMtlWft tfqavi 
bitrebeeaijaataa ftttOain^be Mil «l aalal||^'tb• 
prince, aa you the c«arlieie«. " This fbatnwle •d*' 
'fVntarer is now enjoying Ms ^ilHiNtf ctM»i.«%nfMii 
at Bdn^^aa, and is higbly eaiaeanid fm Us maaM^ 
and the good use be mmkm of iu ^ i 
aeiiai al Coom aae b«M|lif«l anfil ^ 
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Ito iA4iiiiiincr» w\mm the lan^^fWyt 
turn' •» cool «nd pkasaaVMo ttofwit twenty mIImi 
dkMMtf ten Ibe lifodilensMiMuii* :The oouiHiy 
luiliPMm.tht fle&aiid lb» Ugk AptmiiM.oi Moff 
dfltti (akm^ wkidi v« tmvi^ed), teim ihafiMd^. 
|iart of the Daeby. The f^ole'peMMea does ttot« 

*(AiM«l> soon we teeched the :«anieiit ioim of. 
Ste>niMi> the fimftiGeiioeiie tenitosy oo the Rvriero/ 
di Iiennte. Ailliie«gk we piAMd Ibrengh the do*, 
iiiiwiimi of idH^O' or four petty priocei iwe, were, 
]wt>siMd>led* or delayed at the cuDlemhwyat h »» 
fawyaali te the etfcefeiindiicing tbefD4^.wai]i»| 
tb|iir (rigltt jof seaidi. I got,/t» I«««Sfiecsift4N»»f 
Ifi emeght la«.teke> e hoai»^in ordwtP eiyQy,.Ai 
beltev vipwof (he fine ha9V which ie ■ooii«i€leM44 
'.the. heat a la ti — ■ im, fleela.iQ.the.Medit4W-», 
.TheFnAch «ieeled hetteme ead aevei^ 
f(ai«ij«tiPertO;VeBore,ithe entrance, of thegnii&i 
i by tfae.iif!^B;hlhoBriiig jbiili.;; 
uwiMfcriMuig Iktle^wvnted ea a mewna of ( 
>,-hy^die jpreaent ae>i^svaign of ..the Genoese* 
they. have bee^ uiffiMced ta 
fe^iecdMaf. Jb ,the viddkt of the hay.there ia» 
aifiiawdiimiy epiing of haeh wateft whioh hnhrt 
bks*«^team»lf0etsrand,is «avround^d on all 
I byasbt-wmig* I had;heerd 4>f tUB.phei|ot»t 
i dtfsiaed theiboeftflMin.to teh« ni^^to.tha, 
»•! tasted the rwater, in onder to coth, 
na i y ac H of the fact* I retiimed in the eyenr^ 
Hi|fite.a eapital uwy where I ohserfjpd one of thot 
piiaitSy i«iy tmrelling , eonpaiuopiy order a , siipplj^ 
nf.fi— toi^fiak te'faa pqi «fft inn has!M» whiph?b9 
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re reqnirea \o asnsc in aragging up ib» €M«n 

kk art bttteti> dftrii, «iid itoalttie | ^^m^'imif 
Mmm. «Nl *cai«dr«iiy titter ^f ^m MhAm 



Stf UOmUMr 4MMMai»U 

kMicMI til*# ¥MlM«i»; a4i hdui»U iie e^ I ift «l 
tM t H ntl B a 1» 4NAi»iBddtig^ timely i)iMM6iP'i»« 

'As liir «B Boi^$«iCi», iifa« mad ii yrMijr f««ill 
dMttih tlMft iMpeei <if ttta otmntry it Imm IMHm 

d&wpM^y «n At) w«f «(p Mth A pfttr«f •»! 
were required to assist in dragging itp tfc^ oimiiy 

krtr 

iB^lidttfDis, «Nl MsaMdf any i 
liategf ffB^bte, wHh ttMi «xei»^ioii of a few i 
aHf^i^aMiMi^ and ]^ciw4ookiiijf ' liiwa^ 'WHKh imim^ 
pMdiMto Mf Ihiif • On rea<iiii% ^tlfa mtm^M 
fttago ^ MamerattOy im Ifae anaittir^ 4»iJfm^ 
nan'' Apanateai) - wo wafo ta!Afft"we*%ift9KH^^ 
ilO|ipkig«wo hoitn. D aH gu ad and htmgitf^ I ikeMi' 
fmmd^o ail»atttag#<of hatiagwirtfiaoiia pwi aM o ai 
liwi«}Ha^«ditipaiiioB«^'ibr Hio tflbotgii «oaM4lapv 
aUi tMMMng btK «gg«i^ MMir wlm$ aad^ljad^tiiiai- 
Tna nu( Wmda I*haid oeOtt ilMMMl ttpwioMe aMtf 
piodttoodf 'iiKAc&fc^ to f)0 '^fnel^ ' wad {NWochftr wot^ 
cono addlt&iin to ika Affo pviotoiiied %y ^MnMM 
My Mi^MMid MMulft liad iMo'kl«abovw aFitetfcto* 
cf i^ioU» MiiiMiifctr aH irf" wbiok abof iaio«a>IMIf 
aiMffed with «0i ' ' .mi ^,i 

W« dkl HOC taachdilav«ri Mill «in< oMaofe 
«f*aigiit, wiieM t Mgaln Ibnad ai «mafohalMa ^m- 
tfid, wiiat I was unaeeaatomeid to In 
of Italy, a bodreoaa to mfaeW. I wa 

MHfMwOfi vO niOOl WttB SliGo 

tiifii Mod, aa I had beett prepared lo asp«««t|iMa 
Wofat» from the in^MimittoD «f ocher w a iai ima;- 
Tho Mlawlilt «>m^^^mN^ Hit' awfri^maa-^ ailjA> 
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t]mpf, m M WM 4Mag Hwtmgh lfc» b n wOM 
wmma9 of Cbi»yvn» wbioh ««t89cN «piwd»«l • 
male akmg dm beaeh, between tiro rows «(F pophfi 
Wid><h uwy i 4rt 8 t . W« «ooa diwoverad the |h«- 
j«Uliof Ca^ of Porto Fiaoy wid wkilo we eajofid 
iJm Mffbt Myo of m oloar viator uny- whidi tki^oi 
ths iidiglitoiraig momltaiDSi tho •pino of cbnnliii 
ond oomronts. bocaiM ▼iaiblo amidst honrfoli wi 
QOOt ooiaage% loatterad «pon tlio ilopiiig^ lakk. U 
huppOMd to be Smdmy^ md the boUs el Oiopfr* 
tM oterob WM6 nngingy far tbo poipMoof ior 
HuMbg' tbo cop gpog a ti on to- wHoom tbo oriobn^ 
«i«o of tbo iMi oHMty wbia wf stopped o| «ho 
tiOogo of Vwn I wbif h io one of tbo mamt 4^ 
UgbiM places aeer Godoo» and tbo riia«t of iio 
aobkM md eitweney who boio tbeir eoiiBtr]F«boM|o 
all along the «ood for wnaf nulea. lie nckm 
<leiiipaj bovoinerv repair to tbeir TiOaB e» tb<k Ei* 
mne^ ond tboao of an bwnbler vgtnm hive apM^ 
iMBta ia the BunMnooa coasiid on the amoviidim 
ballBi. TkeiO]a»kMleed»ofenoralpe*lHiitferoo«g 
oSehpaeeof theGoaoenfiv the planawea <rf ya» 
blMbitiwa a»d n^ leBideBoes^ 

I «ao eoohanted with ilio first riaw I obtained^ 
«^ iQeiMo U Sopwbo, ' - with its gay loDas, aplettdll 
pelBees^andsabiirbe. It rises from a«obb boj^ aad 
k the fom of Odesoantol tettaoes, oa tbosloj^ 
de^iaty of tho Apeanines ■.■huytaeitiiere'bye»> 

■f saadefai 



i^iiLO reeky vngnteMsoiV bat ] 
debgbtM bv art|Wbickhas bore oferoomo every £f- 
iol£lg^ This display ^ oomaaercial wealth aad 
aaigti^fieeaeerreMedbyiisitiondaitarprise, baseo*. 
Terad with goigeoiis palaces the oncebanearocluof 
l4giitio» wluobaovliDna, aaudocaoe^ leaoa, ml 
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IdKre-Mes, tlie niMt bi^Unit frospetA. Hie old 
•nfttime poets represented Genoa as a *< celestial 
.paradise^ simflar to the Elysian Ftddsy with pa- 
laces in which art excelled natore, houses of maibley 
-bills covered with cedar, Tines, . oliyes, and deli- 
}ctoiis retreats on the shore, whose sands shone like 
i^geld." The suburbs and villages extcsnd for a 
Idazen of miles on each side of the RiWere di Le- 
.'tante and Ponente, * as die coast from Fisa to Nice 

• is called. The bracing purity of its atmosphere, 
.the gentleness and gaiety of its women, the aetl- 
.Ttty and intelligence of its men, render Genoa ^ 
' cnyy of even Naples itself, notwithstanding that the 
-ktter. boasts of the more 'romantic sublimity of its 

scenery, and its classical associations. A descrip- 
>tieQ of Genoa, its palaces and buildrngs* wouM 
.BXL more space than I can devote to it. 

' As my fellow-travellers were to remain a few 
. days in Genoa, we went t<^ether for die purpose 
ci visiting what was most worthy of attention. 
;^We commenced with the three superb streets call- 
ed Strada Nova, Strada Balbi^ and Strada No- 
vissima, which are broad, well paved, and fit for 
1 the residence of the piindpal nobility, who herel 
'have* their palaces. * Most of the other streets aits 
'narrow, steep,- and impractic^le for any wheeled 
vehicle, owing to the inequality of the ground on 
. which the city is built. There are few private 
: equipages, and the public coaches are' confined to 

• the centre of the town, as they can wily pass 
through the streets which cross it from east to 

-west. . The fortifications are very extensive, form- 

V 

I . * Ea|t and Wert Cossts. 
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iilg^Jiare«it49Jf. twelve, Jniks from tbn. sea to the 
4sunnnit of. the mountain. Beaides the outer line of 
defence,. which. 8«rroundB the town, there is an in- 
.ner line at the gates, dividing the old part of it from 
•the, uewy where the handsome streets commence. 
A. succession of fine buildings extend along the 
•8hoi;e« iThe houses are elegant and lofty, rising one 
ahoTe the other on the sides of the hills, and forming 
an .amphitheatre from the mole, which defends the 
'harbour. The many forts, ramparts, bridges, and 
Ji>atteries, towards sea and land, give Genoa the 
.«^{l|earance of a strong place, particularly on the 
iWeatem side. It has indeed sustained sereral siegeg, 
and was taken towards the dose of the war by the 
.English, forces, to whom it capitulated afber the 
jQUliWorks had fallen into their hands. Be it re- 
.marked, howev^er, that the principal clause of the 
(Ovulation was violated: namely, that Genoa 
.8h<^uld either be free or taken under the proteo 
•tion of the English, but not given up to Sardinia. 
To avoid this latter fate, the Genoese had resolved 
'to, bury themselves in the ruins of the city which 
.tbf^y defended. . 

> The two Durazzp palaces, are justly considered 
.tb^ most magnificent in Italy ; one of them is ee« 
JD^i^ted for its facade, court, aiid terraces — the 
ifprmer of the finest marble. The most remarkable 
-part of its architecture is a splendid staircase, sup- 
.ported by a triple row of beautiful marble pillars, 
. which give this princely residence a very, elegant 
.^fifect. The Palazzo Marcellin Durazzo^ contains 
.a .valuable collection of paintings, to which we ob- 
. tained admittance with that liberal spirit of urba- 
.Bity. which distinguishes the nobility of this coun* 
2* c 
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«Ii wit liOlUA FiXMIV. 

iqr* IStnrfocmom «i0bt to hive » liiiiimi 
knowledge ef the fine arts ; but one would aot e» 
pf cl a Bervanft to be able to dei owt upon the me* 
rita of pamtiog and scvlptore* I w98 Aerefofe net 
• ItUle annaed lo bear the cnstodio of thw pidaci 
giye. not only the names of the different BuuHen, 
but en accoont of the subyects of the moot celebi«^ 
fd pictoraa. in a mauiar which ahowed that he 
bad considerable knowlec^ of mythologj and }» 
tory ; and I eonld discorer, from the answen ho 
made to sereral questions that weie put to hu% 
that his lesaou was not merely got by rote* Qm 
of the finest works I saw was an almhrable fteaeo 
by Soliodne. The subject is the dead body el 
Hector drsgged at the triumphal our of Achillea. 
I ougbty however^ to rank before it, a Magjialen 
washing the feet of our SaTiouri which is cbnsa* 
dered Baaio Veronese's naaterpieeai^^althongli the 
eame thing is said of at levt a donan other pssn^ 
ioga by this artiafe. In another room theveam 
three excellent Luca Giordanoa, aii4 seTeral Speg- 
INtoletqa» partk^nlarly a Saint Gerome^ Us fsfodiita 
eubject. I also saw seyeral fine pictures in the nai- 
lery by Genoeaa artiste of great nwrit, but wjiose 
iMioieB are little Imown out of their own iawi- 
<diate spheie. The largest of afi the s^endid pa- 
laces here, was once the residence of the celebinied 
Audrh Doria» Doge of Genoa ; but whose deaoan* 
slants haYe entirely ^ttcd this city, prefmng Bopf^ 
•rbere they enjoy the title of Princes, md poesow 
four superb palaz^s. The situation olf this mag- 
nificent edifice, its mnd Tiew, galleries and ter- 
races, make it atill t^e most remarkable of ell tha 
fine atrnctnrea beknigoig to ti^ Genpeio Wto* 
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cnufi teifepefidttiitly of tlbe halo h ifettfISs Itoni 
the reeoUectton of Its v«fterable founder, Ittid llie' 
Mstoftic Intttre of bis eeleiirated descetlduito. la* 
the Strada Naova the Faltoxo Serra hM A ealooa, 
lined «rith tplendid mirrors from the ceiling do«rft 
to the floor, niiiltifilying die objects reflect^ frofS' 
4ide to the other, ao thaJk the spectator itfta^nes 
fahM»l^iii an intermfimUe hall of lapis la^all imd 
Mk, inth which the rooms are ridilf ornameeted.' 
The4Q«l1mg represeota It Genoese victorv over the 
Torl^at sea, beautifhlly painted. If this saloon 
ihif li^iad np, i ean imagine the effect to hD 
mndii! Sm- daxzling for the eye; bnt this most 
htf/F^jm^ rarely, aa the nobilLtf here llfie in a 
t&cfti^iA manner, seeing seareely any company, 

Tlli ^qmir^ are irregular, particularly the Pi- 
tam/J^^atf^nu The principal one in the elty 
tvi^thl^s^ defect, it is called St Annunldata, 
f)f^.^ church which standa oiuone side^ and 
itS^^trtm huiit by the family (rf^ Lomellhio. Thli$ 
ohf^ish eihibitt an unsightly exterior, but is rery 
ffa^' id painting and marble. It possesses only 
one eieeHent picture«^the Last Supper by Corre-' 
gto: 

The advantageous commercial situlfttiott of the' 
capital of Ligttria, with its barren soil and limited 
territory, compelled the cttisens to direct their atten* 
tbn towards Uia Mediterranean ; and the resoureetf 
whidh arid mountains rehioed them on shore, were' 
ftilly reepmpensed by an extennve maritime trade. 
Laigb oapitab were speedily veatited ; its harbour 
beeaflRTthe dep6t of goods from the Leirant, Afirica,' 
and fipjdn ; and although not r^rf remarkable' 
te the eKtmit of ita shinitng at the pteeeift dqr/ 
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Q0««i lA i»il dooiMMd A« th«( riihdit 
dmporinin of luly. As tmde incrmtsed the hwk 
of ^t George was set on foot ; and the Gevmme 
were, through its nieeii% enabled to- «ct ae the 
bankers of Europe, lenciiag their, money to foreign 
g^yeraments, and estaWshing. factories at L.]abaii» 
Cadi2» and other principai eowmenaial dtias^iwjbili 
they performed Iwsiaess as coosignnes nnd agenia 
Cor the merchaots of all natieos* £vea the ^vs$md 
patn<;iap|s did not disdain .to risk their iniMls hi 
tnbde« or embm-k in spQcnlations which offeaedtthe 
prospect of liiAratiFe retpros^ provided they oaakl 
by. any .means promote their o^^ inteaeata.: The 
G^oese. bear a higb charaoter .for inteUigeyi^ 
aJirenrdness, and industry. The lo?^- of pleaa«c«' 
and ojf extravagance, were never so conspicuoaetrnth 
theqi as with their rivals the Venetian nobilitf^ 
who were alivays notodonsly devoted toanch ihhm 
qhs pursuits* . This commonwealth flourished* fov 
many hundred years ; but after jreaisting aeveEtl 
shocks, it eventually declined.', Its aoblea and ci» 
tjzens became less patriotic ; imtil at lengthy and 
aibou^ the same time,, the sister republics olGe-* 
noa and Venice were overwhelmed by the power 
of Buonaparte. 

. Tbe Piaasssa Bianchi is the most freqnentsd. i|mr> 
ter of tb^ city, and there the merchants and ship* 
captains transact,. l^isiness. The laige and hand* 
some building called the Loggia, supported* by 
marble columns, was formerly the Exchange) bit it 
ie-now open to .every one* Ac^oining the harbonr 
there is a very extensive range of warBhoasi% 
walled round dose to . the customhouse, which 
^ once the iaational bank of St Geoqgor hut it 
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gMb we d»fotk(mit mAmlt\nmtnAgiialifi 
WrtB lakeii om for )iOBie««Mi0iiiiiptioii; tad oftto 
Itett the ^Nffge k iMseiMidMMe. 

P«no4riiioM of G«M« Mid Leghorn. A baid^ 
jmMo mm of mmi froa Beigunoy tttpply tbe plm 
of iko GoBoow iad Tooeim-^ ptfe femloe lliof 
om wamB to iMr otawgdi fai owryiiig oimnnff 
loodsy and their ndoMrioui fimgdity of Muulen^ 
IhAB to my 0«h«r tmte^ dthovgh it hhi hoon al- 
lifod that the eewnMii people iM ao aaiik and da-r 
gMdad aa to feodar the«i uwarthf of the loeatieat 
awiployaaant fitoaa their own ouunttyic a. And 
hafo I maf iwnaihb that from the oi m i to ia ioo ee of 
oamm olaaaw haing osatoded iitiai the Porto«' 
fivAOa, am Gugliah tmvoQar haa drawtt lfcei«r)rah«> 
mfd kifimMM9% thM it waa otriitg to their ^iMiwiBg 
pfopasiitiea. The hot i% « I imagiBO^ that Urn 
Birgaawitqiio portara are anpki^ in Genoa ontha 
aajHie pnHeiple that Gollieiaiis ore eitiplofed in U^ 
bo« and Miidik]^ or InA ebajfaaen and eoaMiaBiv«i» 
in London ^ tod thk iatettigam aad ttriented when 
hi Mcribing the oschaiion of fenafaa and aaldiafa 
from ^ pnUie OMMuoittiai eatahUahnient -to n bhb% 
pkion ixf thair hmts&^ ff OMght hai« ncfeonnted Ut 
it in o. «iof^ natnml tnMmda, by aiqipbain^^ that 
hmag no haainpoi of thidr iwn m anch phaiaa» 
their ptnivnee woidd tend to r«laad and impede 
that of tbtpnUao. 

Althoi^h the Ganowe codiplBiB hitterif of tte 
gvtnt Cobgreaa at Vienna, dwy here cartainlf 
gafaiedy in some ratpeds, by on anion with 4in 
kingdoni of Sardinia; lar thdr lanala soar tUdb 
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9IS TH£ DiKRSfirA^HjifiaibUB. 

with" the old Speaa^ ^^T^atapM tMOk^ 
mnd their flag is respected by iJle BBshiay pow^sft,' 
who used to enrb ll^hr ttaTigation so much in 
former times. Thus the wealthy people heroy who 
are ever anxious to extend commerce, and em- 
ploy thmr capital advanta^eooely, are -now he- 
eoming reoonetted to the loss of poltticalindepeiid- 
ence, when they find that their interest ie '«d- 
Tanced, in tome measure, even thongh tbnr colfti- 
try be degraded hy each condactw' 
' I viewed the Xhrnina or araenal with Utdef iiiCie-' 
feat, for idAongh it contaim some good da&B 
for httiidiag ships of war and gailej^, -lliere were 
aidy two gidleys in* it. The navy is coliipoBeJI*of 
three very fine frigates, a f^w co^veites and amdier 
▼eesels, manned by Genoese, who'are'Mtdto^be 
the best Mdkirs and narigators 4n^the Meififcir- 
noeas. Theharbonr is eiieellent in minify lespete, 
and is protected by^two moles, on the extremity 
of which are lighthonses, the entrance b^ng be- 
tween them* Fortber out is sitikriied tte lftrg«wad 
oommodioas Laaaretto. Whra I saw^ it, a Bvniber 
of vessels of aH nations were petformmg qoaNtn- 
tine, while the inner harboar was crowded'^tb 
trading craft belongmg to the sorronnding'pflns. 
The view of the city from this point Is traly^ttttg- 
nificent. The walls of ike hoases and peiaeee^are 
generally painted of diibreBt colours, 'witik fiat 
voofi, on many of whkh are terraces, willh' flower- 
pots, like aeriflJ gardens. The numerous fine spiites,' 
diurches,' palaces' and convents, eztendinj^ several 
aailes along the shore, and gradually rising iii4he 
form of a crescent on the sloping sidds of the* 
Ub^ have a aj^did efiect. < 
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^''^As'to tlieatres^ Genum was worse'i>ff liiaii*hay 
Vovm in Italy, tiR the new one was bnilt. To 
judge from v^at I hare seen of 1^ exterior of this 
fcfnildmg, I should imagine it almost eqnal in ^£e 
to Corent-Garden, and • not much inferior to the 
mi^ificent La Scala -at Milan. The theatre of 
,8an Agostina is h dly constmeted, poorly deeo-^ 
rated, and the |>erformer8 are rery inferior.- The 
King has a theatre for Italian comedies attadied 
to his palace, which he * frequents regnlaarly every 
ef«Blkig. Yet, notwithstanding the new era mtro- 
dnced by Gddoni and Alfieri in comedy t and tra- 
gedy, the Italian theatre is still in a low state. 
Many 'ol the most popular pieces wis merely tfwis*- 
llidons from the French and German, whidb^ pkStse 
lAie public taste more^ian their national. Qriginal 
drante ; and what the many*headed monster pre- 
!ftv8 must be performed* ** 

* If €henoa 1ms not 'been misrepreaeftted, it i» a 
dissolute dty, for there luxury has not merely at-^ 
tatiied*it«'aem#, but avarice is said to prevnil 
ibnongst the men,' and licentioiisness amongst nio 
women. <^ Uamifd 'senza onorei e donne smza 
wrgognaJ* * Jt abounds, however, mih hospi- 
tals, churches, and charitable inatttntions, *^ whose 
tmtets pierce* the skies, and, like so many electri- 
ddeonducUMTs, avert the wrath of Heaven I " 

The Albeigo dei F^veri is one of the best ma- 
nagod hospitds I have seen abroad. It combines 
tiie two objects of a workhouse and a house of cor- 
rection, where more than a thousand poor people 
of both sexes, and neariy twice as many orphans/ 

* * Men without faonoun and women ivithout modesliy; - 
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MO TRK Auamo0 mt wfftmi* 

w Infimary for dit aiok and if[ed wheii «ai|U»4»^ 
wmki wbiU tl^ f^ng and ImHhf $9b Jtupl eoB* • 
■taatljr employed ; (be iM^a^d giris.l>eii|gtevi^|kl 
up te eome Mde. A wivebiH|Be»^ veUaiipirodiHdi 
ifae {Mre^hwe of th^ir Wmmhv reowiiit •pen.for ibe 
in^estimief iNiNiUic and for tbe trie «! di»^ 
SMH erMidw of ibeir iweim(prtMff», ii{ifivtaf dMi 
pim bwng »Uo wed dian ae a reoom^^eaee^ 4ii 4i«ll 
M « etiiiwdw lo ladmlrf • T]i« ksilding ie verf « 
birge, «ndUah«alediB«lie|lii||rdevited|iei«eC 
(be (•in, ^pM a tiaadaoia ebunsh ui tie eealM|. 
ipfaieb ii 90 adninbly nd utgNiiqudty oonetmeiaili 
(bet eveff tmnate ef (he ho^pitfd «ii^» frqp (beir 
wpe ciife warde» eea (b^ f»e|£Brpiailca e^ «M%t 
wdeiijoy (be b«ncfi(ef divine eeniwr Thocfai*> 
pel eoaiaioe (w» ia* piaees of e ga lpt t i r it, a dead 
Chtiat in alto reliero by Baoaarexiy imrtby M 
lba( giiBi^i artiel» aad a Vii^in of (be Aaswapdoa 
bf tba oel^biated Fseacb Miilp(or Piygfa. AbiiK^ 
doaed and (Nrtatqae £Baia)eB airested bp (bv pfiHiaj 
a«« teat (a (bia iartte(ttii% wMaa (bay fed fli' 
aifiaaii a aapaiale pan of the edtflipe^beiBif .«fip# 
rtausd into a epeeie* of Mafdi^n vr Paaif><^ 
tiarf • Tbeee wfotaaMe af«a(i««a i^Pa iriiU irMK 
e|^ aad eaeoaiafed b habiti of iadwHr^Fl h(i)^ 
(bey are sot anifeifd lo bafa apy tannaiaainih 
tiaa witb die unaioral pait ef tba p«bli(e» oa ifitb 
diaotberiiiaia9aof(beAlbe««a» TIfa laanMfaa # 
(bis botpttal are partly deviTed firan (ba G#i- 
fanunent ; bin (bay eUefty uriea froia (be abivi-^ 
teble donadoBB ef Wfaltl^ iadindaak) aalai^;!^ 
whom many of the most illoatrioas fiuniliea of tba 
rqmUic stawl roa g pi a^ o a a. Sta(«i^-ba^ ba«i 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



boi»v!«laBee^; aaddf^bskecred thtt««i»iiea»o£ J>ttiAHtv 

d wfts> under (the iiecetoiftj^«f.viu4lii9^he'I>09i*»ts 
pakcei or jni^i thg g^yenmwnit-ioiteea^ iaft^wlijoki 
itAi^JbeMi e^WFerfeedi miardeDtofobtmBipfaavj^ty^ 
wUehrflpraKliattdad;ft» ikie duly «giied^ an^ yaywio wt y 
ofslNrake ifinocsM ,1 4!ony.ii«ii obJ8»i#t9i«pi^.lii]& rum 
AB««eifer0i]ttt»4wfaidb it m^emn bkfSafdiniaiii^Jbi-^. 
jttityhvqaiMftirata /atoasy iardgmwr. iriM»^aiiMrB.,:U8(^ 
dMNMOQ^ a«) I: ommdamd :it lair endngb tifaif|> iwM 
8bQMiU.'fiay^'ibr«tb6'pm^ imigi^ 

QQWitriai^ ncoonlHig) tai tb* 4Mcr»ti«a of< *b#ir 4aiiif i 
O0f imite bcMog fMrlisctly i^ptioiud. :Thera fur^y 
fiMMlralf ba}idsi}iB» hails, ia thia oiMwn^palaeerif i^ 
diWMirea to^be aa eaUed, for. itiiya&ffhttilt abeuli 
B««eiil}9 yiaara ago*. TibQ oajtncil^haU isitbe lai9«»% 
aa4ti»iittiwufieiited with ft nuiiQliei oismimm Tbsi 
waMwi/and oaibng ar^ oaF^ed witkireacos, jc^f^en 
gantwig BiWia.oC tka^moat intareiaibig;eae»t«itnv4bot 
Ualory'^f 4baiRefMblicu ' There. ara.thrM pM^iaaiii 
witbis ball by &Hiiii^e; >oiie i(9 the laadii^4iif.tbai< 
ilhwtriiatfe Gcooaaia^ Ca^iimhuaycio. Ameoeay »yafy< 
adwii«ibleia|iM»iBmoii0f4h6tj){a»p0liiiaiiae^ AU 
oi,tkem-kKr» the Tiiodlieaa «f -ooliiiinog^ ^•Mbae9ii<' 
of.d«ai§ii«.aoi wUdnaaa o£.evf>raa0iony whiob dia* 
tiig«iah.th«iprodiiatioaa of SuLvatos IUaa» Spa^, 
liMhlm'mA Sfaatafede*' The aalMOy wbara th»» 
aalAOt (Coaoeil af Tea med toaaaeiable, waa^nawdn; 
ed with .peo^: sirattiiig to leaxa the taaultscof at 
bfdiot foff coisonptB<--a-£ttaton» whiehia aiodlar to 
baiiptbig^Cgt lihe wUitia in EogUmd^ Tba^Fiedr. 
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t Md Aef ifliNMlHtta we lof Mh^MM 
Om of dM nignnentii of A0 WSmfft 
a Terjr fine body of 8oldi«^loott% 'imMi 
k alM^ fMterad iMrtf. T%eir mtitenr in Ae 
MM OS ihti-of tl» Fioodi €hiitlo Royilob 
.. JBf • pliOPit waUr aloog^ liio nn^tfli oriUA 
OM oooMiA with gtfiHi8,Ie«iiieto Ao dioiiie» 
off Cnii^ooBov Ot-nglir niil'boMiooii too foraoMliMlO 
wlifaooBo. Fiooitboioftf Joniooflfaoiimdror 
QvigBOM^ dedkwtod feo the ModoiBii, 1 fiod 00b of 
wK$' hsit- ^iAmvo' of tlMi 'iktf ond MHiioiiiidki|f iSOioilM* 
Uit totaiiM oiraflloio wm «wmA hf tlio MMr 
iviif ol Baalim 0* oo otfMOM of MfoM HdHkilt 
ol In Hie oltfcOHWtaiiee to wbMr it «m» Hr 



«igki ii o iteooOBrktlc oroof of ^10 )Mdo "ood 
Potmiom, 



t of ^hotftqraUioan Fotmiom, to il iawHi 
10 kam hem oioetod horn pique benrooii i#^ 
lMaioa,otts*8p4ioli«eiof theikoriHei^ 'Riir 

SigMra findi bad lon«r %e«o Ml the bflMt of beaAitr 
wmm: o0'<ho cba p il of o imghboitraifi^ tiwtileaioi ; 
b«loiioday«Mbig later thottoWHi, the y i io f tl lrf 
riwajyaommonaati atwiee ^iiMootiMiiCi&glMrtiiMHL' 
tta abmioiBm Jmom/ ^f oaMoaUy iniwiilitol 
df ihia wooi of mmr%mf to thobr iMiot, 'Mm ^^ 
)o» mko ovoUo vofoogo, b/bdkl» 
JO okordb let Ut ooro fittoHfoii' 
hilL Alter tMaodiicoWMiMafiaiM 
odf bo ovderod o apleaidfd bndgo to be too a tit i wd 
a«oai tbo Sttoaa dl 6orn, eoonoetlfef tboiilhl op* 
]M«iai hiH% Md ibo orcb of thk bridge is obi i# 
tbo baidiit awl hnndaomoat I hove aeoiL TMai' 
tt» oloif luoa ; bot I do hot*io» tli ii r lty'bhiwidgfc 
oaofirved bf no ieoi o ffUf^u «iMBtho MOiNBO 
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«rihr€liiiiiob#f CM^MHiot 7k# 
•plniiia p^obttbty if^ tklut the diiifA of Ai«A» Jfi»A 
fia ti* OmriffnamOf «•» boAt k ofce^enoo to Ai 
irill 0f BeiKtfnelli SauH tf Aobte OanMM, aai iM 
ite iii8gniie«at bridge ww etocled by lus son. 

Religiotti ommmm^ ar* ftffoitoed «i Gmm 
wiA^nMi^pleodoiir. I wiiitpieieBKM^dMytia 
sttmd fe0tival in tlie Cbwdk of St Anbraigia^ hm 
kwgioir to tbo J4»iii«i» wbm0 4ie Kiii«; of SJMidUi 
ond several of tbo priMMtsoi aoon af^wwii* ■»» 
i6ro4.iii hoaoiir of llio oefomooyw His Mjmntf 

apfeared to be o good-aatored oM aiw, iriiiMft 
El tiio leapt expreoBioii m Im ootaHOBtfKOr oi^ 
t|iO flHgliDeat iwiicatioii of iafettect Tbo GoMt 
miides beta balf Ae year» aad the otber bdf ib 
Tarin,**N«aii amogemeal wUeb» wMe h- kmImo 
Ae King |^ular aaiong the Goaoeto, hao eHki&t 
dU jealnnay of his Fiodnonleseeri^eoli^ wbooioaa 
to think that he gifes thees to6 fitrib of his daONi 
pany i» Ub heioditarf doauoaa. 

1 diaad at aTnutoria* fm the expfesa |inpoaa of 
taatiqg tbo natioQiA dish eo weft kaoira CO lA gas^ 
tsQBoam by the mm ^ RaWolo." Lib» thi 
««olhpodrida"of tha8||NnsMrda» k ia oa fep ew t 
efagreatfaiMyofi |i g w 4 ian t % aoyaJ^^ 
akalfatty eomimiif aa to tam an ansaaiUa wortliy 
of the delicate plate of tho Qiepl fartidbaa opl» 
igu$f The G ^ a oesa . kitehen ia qaito ia the Btmk 
ItaUi^l^lo. OilioTeiyflMckaaodf riariagai^ 
licspafad. The aMnicota display as ahaiitet aap* 
ply (fl excdient- meaty poditry^ frai* aadTegata* 
UsK I bat with sai|iect to fish, I thidk the paaWab 
of «<afpM«MMtp«M»'**ispiettyoanDBo^^ ' 

*AseaivItfioutilA. 
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•ppfol to^theGiilf of Gendi^.at^feiilB^^ Immm 
Seik, of a superior d^criptiou at any of the places 
wl^re I diQe<L E^ery one has heard ^ of the 
Mil^Msarone of Italy, the greater part of n^hi^ 
is made at Genoa, and from- thence expiurted all 
0Y^ Eurppe ; and it is a pleasure to. see the shops 
whffre it is> sold they are sq .tastefully .arrapged; 
every shape, and size of largne, fidele and.Yonni- 
pelle, bei|ig displayed to attract customers. The 
Genoese derive a vefy lucrative .trade irom thesQ 
paat^y the sal^rof which enables -^them to levy an 
annual .CQntrihntiqn on every town, in Italy. 

It is .impos8i()le to jtrayel in Italy without n\ak- 
ing. some observations, pn. its reUgion. However 
much attached one n^y be to the .Protestant faith, 
^omo allowance must be made for .the natural bias 
i£ others in favour of. ths^ crectd, which has been 
luyided down to them .by their fathers. It would 
b&^mce ppint to dsiteirmine, whedier Rpman Ca- 
tholics or Protes.tants are . most .exclusive in their 
priAcipleB. Lady Morgjan says that all religions are 
dually so; and thatit.matters n^.whe.tber St Peter^ 
jSt; Paul« or ' St Sophia, be .the metropolitan church ; 
as.all Ca^tholics, «Prote.stants,'and Mahommedans, 
ac^ alike biigoted apd exclusive in. their faith; and 
iiad the^ the- pQn:eri would still persecute each 
.other with as muchrancoui^ as they did in times past. 
J ccmfess. t)iat I^have heard^ just as liberal ^uUr 
jaamlH on. religious topics, and .^ven ,on doQpn^ 
.points, expressed by,, well 'informed, pri^stsy* as by 
Xnglish high-church-men;. and during my stay at 
.Genoa, 1 became ai^quainted with. the. learned and 
.ingenious Abate S * * * t,. the %utl\or. pf some 
erudite works, whom I mention as an instance 
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THE ABATE S * * * *. 3SS 

of MNndit)r»' haTilig been iftuoh pleailed itink Mk 
able reasoning in regard- to the oeraAKmieeof the 
CatiiolieChiDr^* One day he-WM kind tawngh'to 
acoenpany me to see the cathedral, dining th» 
cell^bration of high mass, and good-ilat»red)y lia^ 
tened to. my vaiioiiB dhjections as to the mmbir 
of pictwes and images in chorcbesy the nutayce* 
leiftoniesy the Latin ritual, and, finally, the anper- 
Btiti<m8 of Popery, contrasted with the pnref and 
more nmple Protestant mode, of worship. In fe- 
ply ta;^6se objeetieas he mildly set out >y. al- 
lowing, that he should probably be more rindined 
to become an ; iconoclast, than an • advocate te 
;pi49^e8 and images in cbnrehes, . notwithstanding 
that he appreciated them as the subtimest 'spee^ 
mens Of painting and senlpture. ^' Still, " said he; ^* it 
is well known that these ought only t5 be looked 
.vjMm :with that feeling of awe and respei^ whidi 
Skteu&ly-porlrair inspires -us with; recalUng t^^oor 
xeeoll0ction the yirti^ of a beloved and lamented 
{father, wife, or child* Ui^rtn)Dat«iy, it is» trae, 
^aopf rstiti<Ais and ignorant people may be apt to txh^ 
'their veneratioiL too £ur$ losiilg sight of the^saint, 
.which an iteage merely represents, and Iransfering 
tb^ir.deyotioii tOitbe inanitaiat#«tone ; tatfremthe 
• earliest tixafi$, the tein^s of the Deity have, beea 
:def3drAted withwich adrentilik>ns aicb, wfaiofa, from 
;nittaral associations^ confer a greater degree of fev- 
. roar on the devotions of the peeple^ hei|^ijMiuftg 
. thar fiuth and seal^ when combined with 1^ other 
.e3i3temals of a' sublime form of worship, " 

, He jocnkrly added, that ** Catholicism may be . 
^caUed the come^, and CalYimstn the tragedy, of 
ReUg^r thef fonper is an- antiqidty, and respects 
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Ml lier iMMtri ftor ejw' f«r besMy, ciinmiwimwiiiiiili 



V^WiflBBUHK MIO Bl^VIr I^VflVBNRVI BWwUUVy vvBa^^^Hv WiV 

l# tiM f^ MkHit Mli^ilMr «^M ' 

"MhAo? M^il^ttttlMrt Id uMiMsf lifiV ^wMi ^MisivpiMi^ 

•f IMoTf wit&di^gmc#« I»tMl!l^||'ilMrtMgfft«i^ 

€ilMilli iMKfte tiieto up l^ CkriM «iAihl»^ 

iqNU«i^e0tMiifliMi% liRmM^ mm^m Hi % Mi% 
•MfBiploded ^dOit^iM; taf ktro ili»*:«lMi»*ii 

iMir «rticlM 6f AM «m ftatriMltMsi^ Wbmm 
laevefore svpp^se^ HMil^ nttlU iksl^'ttiMi'^BlM^ 1PM 
ao ««e Churdi^ el CImM raliMlii(r*M'«iHil)r to 
If Afii^ w«M> ^i« Miormn^ ly «IMliig 4 iMt 
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pwppiftdy 9m m gtjgot of bdiet » Aiw i hi d di4 

^MairMr ibft 4Mim». lof il» trails iMili 4f 
.MidJMlcfcwtttd in ttnnwitiiiff in lbs doctiMMi nf 

'WpN^ btt nanfindi Wbv a^bMMb #ab i 

tpifm^liiai;? AMf.^ftm wb« inU 4ik« ilhe 

(^ $m^Y k U worth il) t» iaFe«tjgiMi tlw mIh 

«fiiMKi^iifefif Iridic tbui to mhmm mf mm- 
4fic|ij»% trituig from piuMtU ittliM|mMMtt: «l 
«cnfliiv% mbitk vmft b»T# liitod iMif wkMia 

#|iflwm hoiidiiclp (rfaaM hMif npiiuBg «f^ ««0iy 

j|»,b|;.p«HlwMli]iglo fly tatndilmi b«ii irbealHi* 
^tiftt it xa%^ aguwt tbesi, thay nh m d oa k «• 
^pinnlioibe S«ri|ilPn»B «toe $ irbf«M«bolh tba 
«i# aad tb<i olber cmitee tbMUf. Tbay eMin«l» all 
ba ^^^Jk tbair aim i b » irinf . AU Catbalw ^ 
Ih^ ^;f4i|H:v^ a»d eau^dar M?» w>iit ai a aa ih^ 
ffCNi iXf o|^ «tfi9«9tm 4)f iba ^ 
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Yfcwfhiid('^^wWd»i9*f!qttiJlf e|Mitf pcMltf 

of deiff aad klif.'- » * '^^ *" 

* 1W mkoU (If this raNOiung^ of ccNirst, ir^ 
fMcoiWi d«p«idiiig>tip(ni the pftrfttogilliii' tMt ite' 
Odbtoiera ivvfe f(Q«iiidef» di seels, wtibtf • itt'-fMA' 

opinid ^acoBw. to 4be tocotitan^iial«d 8iBrt p ( ftii tt ? 
I^.iMHnifiMV oonnd^red k'unneomeiHrjrMR^ imetVUpf' 
tbe good Abate, being more anadmts to elicil^liH^ 
opbimy iImk to eoter-biio'disfrtieel '" *- '"^' 
- "« llfaefteRBiOiii^s,'' lie<proee«ddd^ ««lire %lrj0i^ 
ol^MMT iMpoftoBce^ We 'ft«low^«l^'<Mdl Mife'^ 
•ptoi<m die<tet €fcrMiiii ^^j«1hMI 
i4o«m to- w, • wtth>ilie ^Boriptur^ hit*it6 
> ihe'JeroiMeS) and 'ihe^ AikgiMMm'^ 
^we-awB tketraliBkttlofMOf^hi^ Wrift,'f^diMl'Otf^ 
rwntiagBy'fliid'tfaoM of othiif omlBdiif^ttan 
Mid daetoniaftltoebdu^yiitl tffadittoti'lv^ Mltt<^ 
^^The laa^^MgOs at that tine most doftilMn^1>«r(( 
the fi^vo-Gbaldaie, oraodteni Hebrew, * Cj 8l!l L«j» d 
lift.tin, in-iriMBhthe litoi^ whnf ebmpMK- ^'iW 
chttttli^ «irer*toiiaoioaB of antiquity, Itdmitlta^'iio . 
lloiotkmB, on the pnneiple' tbat teHj^on, dffl^ 
ki9i4Mnr«ili faoBiaii iwititiitieiM, h tn^tmcep&M 
•l^mpmimMBt, retained ilie^forai of j^Mio pi«fdf 
iattlie aaoiaai laagnqgee, longf after modern* tdiigiftli 
wm» gmmt^Bf' epoken,- ber fMk' being <1to tSM^ 
■Mtoiy connoted witu tbe pinmHIt^e' ^tlf^aHSMMh ni 
bar litiBKiea.'- : - : f«M i 

; Heie, again, tbtf Abate was at ftfnh^ ftr*M 
giftof AonguBs, and conseqnettily' tlie'|M%v^^(itt^ 
plfriag- the duty) of commnttioa^g i^igiMi in 
dIffMat kngnages^ was one of tliid <fint '4hlii 
of the B^Mrit, confiBrrad upon the apostloB them- 
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dfyinf to ft Catholic when ho tc»vieb, to fiMlevir|r« 
wjtove i^ atmM esMnitody to llui ciieiBaiiM 
9mA imgrnnigB of which be hat bees dirafi •»• 
o w rtfl w od, ^iwoyer diatuit fma heno* The «mh 
want he iBOtoiB a chafch, he eepMa to be o « 
gac^ hetff^imited in one fiuthi 

wkh all ihe faitbM elaneieBtraad i 



After seariy o week'e agreeable a^jesm el Go« 
neat Mtd h«riag eeea all Umt it «SKied wenhy^ef 
>etiee> I aet off hi see of the atages lor S«v«ii% 
ftemcmAf agroeitog wkh a TeHwriw^ to he* te* 
luihed inth a ci^molel finpailiieBee to Nice. I 
fiMMiltbii^aFfeiiehBia^wio to booooof aif MloflO* 
ImeeUars, wheao Maaaer asd a|>paamiee w^ie am 
fegy fiff> po a> Go i i iafr Dortoff bis residence ui iMy» 
be had acqiuivd a p^eot kaon^edga el ila hi»« 
g«afe» «a mall aa a eoMiidavblo abaae #f ito knu 
coaniiaii of which I bad at p f otwtoP ■rhoamakwg 
the pecaiaafy airaiigonneiita for my jowwof. Tb« 
Frenehiaan was preoent, bat had act ibeii ea|H 
ohMied hie bai|pfun ; and I wfta ia hopea he iMidd 
tokeapaitoge by ae% as be pieteaded to bMo m 
deaided pa^ereiiee for it $ bat I aoen saa^it ww 
only m order to naiko a bettor baifu* for hm* 
aolft By a ^eod deal of oxaiMaaaiisg, be eoceeedU 
od m gottiiig a cMiv^yaiMe to oiie*thipd leal Aatt 
I paid», and afterwards boasted of bia own mm* 
qissat my espoDse $ a okewastanee that did ael 
tend to raise bimnMob in my eatonatiott* Having 
hitherto been manrndf fortunate in repaid tooom- 
pa n ion sontbe mai^ I did not Uke the idea of 
»i>2 
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9S0' ROA]>S'*-*ARRBZZA«IO« 

bcdtt^t^-ft-tMe, - for tfai«e or four days/ wkh ene 
of so cKffer<»iit b stamp. 

A new road has boen conitracted alsngf^liie 
Rivioro di Ponente, by the moimtatiMnia - eoait, 
openinf a direct eomnranication from Genoft'to 
Niee > and Franee. The conriers end also nany 
tnfrellers now pata this way, as it is preferablo'to 
Mrin^ a felucca, or going round by Tarin. Until 
within these few years, Genoa was accessible by 
hmd only oyer the dificnlt road of the Boebella; 
but it is now open in %htee dveodons, by fine oar- 
riage-roads ; one by Turin and Milan, anotfaerr by 
the Riviere di Levante, over winch I travelled from 
Pisa; and lastly, this new road, whidi 'was -very 
moeh expedited, ^at the King of Saor^Knim ni^t 
i^tum from Nice, a few months iMilorey without 
p«asingthe Col di Tende. These inpMveisgAts 
ought to be highly appreciated, from their henefleial 
eflfect, and the immense advantages they oier^to 
^ inland commerce and industry of the country, 
by the 'greater fiMsiUties of oomrniniioation m^ibh 
tney anora. 

We passed through a number of villages, md 
proceeded at a rapid pa;ce over a fine' level*i«ad, 
until WB got to Arresnno, none of my •felltfw- 
travellers being more agreeable ^hto the Freaeh- 
inan. Finding we were to stop at a mean-lookhig 
little inn for an hour or two, I left then to ogoy 
their maccaroni and salt fish fried in oil, and pro- 
ceeded straight to the kitchen, where I intended, 
in preference, sitting down quietly among the sail- 
ors and boors, who crowded round a grOat^Wke^ 
and where I had reason to expect - nM>re anttM- 
ment. The fire, however, was composed of wood 
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AGREEABLE INCIDENTT. ^1 ' 

8D green snd wet, that the smoke soon eompdied 
me to reject tbe well-meant civility of seineval 
HsDows' iviio bad offered me their seats ; smd as 
a last tesonrce, I sallied forth to keep my feet 
wimn by exercise. The wintry blast howled 
ttound in strong gusts, and dark clouds hovered 
]i6av% over the wide and agitated waters of the 
Meditemmeauj the hoarse murmur of whose waf es 
lyreaking against the shore, answered to the mourn* 
M sound of the wind. My walk soon terminalied 
tft abnelybouse; and, dreading a wet afternoon, I 
Tentured to seek shelter, having so good an ex- 
cuse for my intrusion ; and not b^ing in Scipio s 
tebttual frame of mind, who said *' he was neter 
less aloBletban when alone ;*' for I was rather tifed 
• ef my own company, and felt as if impelled to 
tNSk into a place whidb so invitmgly presented it- 
81^, instead' of ' the cold, dirty, and nncomforlable 
▼illa^'inn* 

* After the slight degree of surprise oecanoned by 
tttfyuneeremonions entrance had subsided, I was wel- 
eomed by an elderly man, who was seated by the 
couch of a young female, holding her wrist gently in 
Me hand, and inquiring into the nature of her ailment. 
The doctor (for such he proved to be), by a natural 
t«m of conversation, soon discovered iny motive 
for so unexpectedly visiting his patient, whose re^ 
dining position on the sofa, and somewhat languid 
expression, indicated rather a serious illuess. I 
soon found, however, that she was sufficiently 
convalescent to dispense with the doctor's skill, to 
which she attributed her recovery, and to whom 
sIm was rwy lavish in her thanks. In a few mi- 
Dvtes we wme joined by an old lady, who camed 
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W9odf uhesy sad ignited charcoid, tbe coini|iq|i bii^ 
iio})«aUhy Italian aabstitnte for ,the cfaeerfpil hiam, 
of a fire* I did gre^t Tiolence to tr^th in coinpUr,, 
Bianting the ladiei on a number of p»in t i ngm ^ 
tbe genuine iign^pfist school, which covered Atik 
nn^s of their seUa; hv^ the eldei^ pefsofi*^. 
IMPpbfibly aware of the piptnre-hiuuiag Anglopiamf» 
aeemed to consider it indi8pensible» that all fB44i> 
visitors should admire tbi^m ; and as a vest^^wi^. 
tion £qc tbe politeness aod nrbani^ of Iyer PM^. 
WK towards me, I complied with tbe.^la of |)mi 
hoase. A cap of coffee and a glass of. i»|G|^lMa 
weie now handed to me, and aii tbe same ^a^ 
iim medical attendant was presfmted with V^ 
CBsfom^ry refreshment. In the aote-ioam I fwfmfi 
two boys with a chart spread out before, tbtm W 
the table» busy studying nav}gatif)|U I^ of ummn 
examined their books and slates, and compieaded 
their application to ao useful a science. Qua of 
tham» a rery fine lad about fourteen, when I iffft 
piassed a lu^e that h^ might one day. become % 
aecond Columbus, assured me that thenoigbhOKn 
ing Tillage was the birth*pkice of that c^brated 
navigator; a circumstance of which I was not, put^ 
▼ioiialy a^are, the States of Piadmonl^ Pifk^fM|k» 
tie, aiid Liraria, having all kid claim to thin cU|» 
linction, which waisi long disputed. Nor dp I kfm 
fhat. the point lias ever been dedded, althiviu^ 
Genoa is generally allowed the preferraciw 

On my return to the inn, my fellow-travell«o| 
ff^ge in warm altercation with the landlady aboNl 
tint charges in her bill ; ai^d I was snipriaBdat (in 
knowing manner in which one of tbem riiyrijind 
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ettfei^ltdis, lielliiigfker to a'solSo llk« ^tte'lrf etiM 
(t^\ litid'ieVeh'of its coiDpbii^nt parts; until I-dls» 
cH^i^d that he was at Genoese cook. The dis- 
pifte lasted a rery long time ; nnlil, ftit^ned 'wkfa' 
tb^ incessant * ndice, I ord^ed a ferewell flMk ^ 
iHfie, wbieh *fonnnateiy put a sti^ to the nmmg*'' 
lidf^'betwe^n these town and conntry professors o# 
gl^tMnottry. Ltite in the evening w^ arrived %t 
SatTil^tia,' where go6d toe, ateomfortabte room, and! 
a^W^l'liieqciented inn, were the enjoyments that' 
ihtWted me. Savona is a place tif considerable ex-^ 
tlHit, dfMf eoiititins s^erkl'bilfldings of sotovs beaa^ 
t^, particiilarly the palate of the Prefecture, tlhtf 
r^dfence, or rather the prisbn tff the late Pifis Vfl\f 
tHlfen 'be was calid^ away from Rome, in }S09^' 
liy'ordein' of ^^fpoleirm. ' Here Were conducted iSb» 
^flScttssions about the femous concordat, during;*^ 
"Uflfidb Buonliparte md be found bis Holiness wS*^ 
H6ig to fMVe the Gbtircb, in all things to tnke ttx^ 
^ bidr' own tonoems, and to' resign all, ewre bis 
Mnpor^l sovereignty. The dignified resignationy' 
fet firm remotkstrances of Pius, warmat our dis«^ 
bMtef of yk\ii assertion. * 

• A cmipte 'df tabHoletfr were at the door long^ 
befeire sunrise; and T was highly pleased to find 
dlM'i^e agent' of our vetttirino htid engaged both/ 
fli< tbfey were 'returning' to Hice, — a circumstanoe 
Wbich tdlbrded me an opportunity of tfdsing pos^ 
session of one of them^ which I bad tfltogether tcf 
myself, -nr the drivers prefer walking most of thcf 
Way, (jr-raiher^running along by the sidfe of their 
horses. ' Large four-wheeled carriages may pass 
fthmgsil'tbis^oiad; butfbr greater safety, particu* 
htAf myAn^mty or iU' erossmg the beds of moun- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 






fMrnditezeeflBiTelfcold in theMtmam^md^^m^^ 
iagi ; bttt 4affiog tbe day a elew^ drj% bmdi|ir' ^^ 
tMafi^re, Md warn •«M>ii|ie> mtdak ( 
pkMBt. Tbe fint placa vt» pvaad thtm^h I 
htmog Stmwk w«i Nol% a mll-biuH Uttk UAtg 
t0«m» with a good hirlMMr for baaite» fwl a^«irtfe 
far in defence. MetoFMbrtwdipft ite iiiswlfii — nai| 
ifc ie the WMdewfi <if a BiAap^ FiM^«feM^lPa 
atopped a oeaple ef h«mi%aDd le^fleiD»idteri^ 
flwat^ ie a moch laiger aad hellerhdlt i0Ma» mtf^^ 
funded hf eMhude aad oiiw^Mfli. iM wmimm 
nerijfr ihe eapU «f a wwn^aiwlffi Mflaqpiig la 
fipaiii; hitiham9l«Ani4rtothe*heii<liel^tB«i^ 
yfltwdamiflhewnrctf the 8n < eeoi i a% h0(t>Mii 
far m> milhiNw of linree to the G«aeeee 
aoBt* Like the ceH of te lenkevfol i 
p«Mio» il is maw itiooi||otated vidi Htrdia*! 
OBF nmto. 9kmg iha in 
eo wH^ I TiUagee^ swdi ae Alhoi^ aad 
the ahodee of Mde aad MmOfy^ Urn 
wondeiful to ^ink what the mh^Ml«Btaof lUo «fa 
toially harren soil hare heen ahle to aeoonpKslu 
The sea ia their diief retoarce, and the nomeioai 
popolatioiiliTebycomaiereeaiidMieriea. Otango* 
groiree aad dark oliye-trees are eeea $XL aleag the 
aidee of the hi]l0» OTea to their ciaggy naked ewa- 
aiitt. Ae we af^roaehed Oneg^ where we i»» 
nained the whole aight, we foaad the ealtifatmi 
of Ae olire very general* The soil 10 eehiBteoa 
aad 8laty» each ea Virgil reooaiineade $ aad the 
ae^fahooihood, for wobbj miiee rotmd, fansna one 
coBtiiiaal gfovo, which prodooee the heipt «il of the 
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MooxTAiii B&mmnr* mm 

mB&p^iiM^lmm, Emu drib 
mmU MHpori k k fermrded lo ^brant porli «f 
•Ihe MeditemnMik 

During the nexl day» iMay parte of the road 
jawwadad me af the nugnifiaeat bridges aiiid gal- 
kiies of the Alpa^ by the paanige of the 8mKf^^, 
Hie whole of the way is bvt a mumw apaoe ha^ 
Pm&n the mtk and the dnla of ApeariBesi tha 
aMai of winch are cut into tetfacesy and planted 
whh ett wt' tww >> TkeBMMtfrightMaadaCBpead^ 
mm loefaa and pvedpioeB Une the aoart. Mny of 
4lMtt have btOR peilantad^ and olhera are ca» 
iMtedby solid^hadgM^ Thenaonaiaa and taf» 
lante are not on the tahlimeet aeale^ hot thfek 
^MnpenMHMi ay *iaa iianmana oaysi pvaBionMna% 
iBd ioailflhiBg Tilkgea wiuah an pMseatad ta iha 
fie#; andb^fonddtthegiandeoroftJieeot^itiraril 
extendaig over th^nnboimded horiaon of the Mm 
dHenaneaB) tiie wateteof adudi ihaae in ifwidini 
baaa, from the distant aaa-graen to the saaiw^daik 
Vtm^ antilobnTarted into vAAt» sarfhealiag agaiit 
Ae rocks, whkh rko atmosi paipendiealariy kum 
tbehaadb 
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CHAPTER XIV. . . 

Xhb whole diBtaiice bolween Geii^.«iiii Nte 
k'ab««l 14K) iniki, asdd the grwfdett 'Oov^biaar 
lioM of mou&taki fnd 86*. Ui^. tlu« y^« ttM 
joiMtf WM alivvgft frasfonnod .os amMMdcy.or.JA 
lilii«Qai» tbe latter oica«t»yvig'tmi«Uen*afaoa^'lfarM 
d*^ imlew the vR&d ww vevy &Fow!»ble. . lf.i% 
faffrpeBed to bo ooii|riry» paisoqgpevi wom GompeUed 
160 iMid at «oi»eoC.tbe>loiv»« along tko<;oo8t» wbeio 
Ibo inna woro fopveaoniedoa dotoitablo»iaQd A%.fK^ 
jorioBs both liad and dear^. Aaiiideaobpge iiiyDiit 
hmr^ takiaiplaee^ia thoae re^iocta, for I/owatdereif 
thing of the very best, both as to liTing.aBd, Mbb 
and the chaiges moderate. I am the more parti- 
colar in mentioning these circamstances, as this 
road is yet bat little known, and erroneona notions 
are entertained respecting its accommodation* An* 
tiquities or rains there are none ; bat in point of 
scenery, I found it eqaal to any part of my tear. 
We next halted at Port Maurice, an excellent bar* 
boor for the export of oil, which forms a very con- 
diderable, if not the only article of its trade. In this, 
as well as in several other af^arently. insignificant 
places which we passed thionghytbei^ ace wealthy 
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merchaats and ahipownen, who trade with PortngaJ, 
the Levant, and all over the Mediterranean ; and 
I observed the harbours crowded with small craft. 
The natives of the many trading marts along the 
cofwt of Genoa are excellent sailors. As the fish- 
eries form so advantageous a nursery for seamen^ 
it would be an easy matter for the Sardinian go« 
Temment to fit out a respectable navy, which 
would, at all events, bo able to cope with their 
inveterate enemies the Barbary powers, who have 
long been the scourge of all the petty Mediterra- 
nean states. 

From the little town of St Remo, which is de- 
lightfully situated on the declivity of a hill, we pro- 
ceeded next morning to Ventemiglia, the frontier 
town of the Genoese territory. A very romantic 
drive of several hours brought us to Mentone, a 
small town belonging to the. Prince of Monaco, who 
has regained his humble dominions, of which he was 
deprived, like many more powerful sovereigns, dur- 
ing the reign of Napoleon. This prince, it seems, 
bad scarcely been grateful for favours actually re* 
ceived, and is supposed to have merited the abrupt 
dismissal — " AUeZf vous coquin, ** and kick— ^ 
posteriori^ which he received firom Buonaparte, 
when they unfortunately happened to meet while 
the latter was on his route from Elba to Paris. 
This principality has a territory of a few square 
miles, and only contains two towns, of which 
Monaco is the capital. It is situated on an 
isolated rock, projecting into the sea, and forma 
a very picturesque object ; and is well defended 
by nature, as well as a strong battery and cita- 
del. Its population scarcely exceeds 1000. The 
2 B 
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pahce is beantifiDily and contains a very fine col- 
lection of works of art. The forts of this petty 
Erince are garrisoned by Piedmontese troops, as 
e is subordinate to the King of Sardinia. We 
spent a couple of hours here, and I breakfasted, 
or rather dined, with my fellow-traveller for the 
first time. I said something civil on the occa- 
sion, and proposed a walk to see the town. We 
were particularly fortunate in having so favourable 
an opportunity of observing the people. It being 
Sun^y, the whole population were passing through 
the principal square in returning from church, be- 
ing clothed in their best attire; and I never, on any 
occasion, saw so many beautiful women assembled. 
It is true, their complexions exhibited the efiects of 
a warm sun, but their fine features, high foreheads, 
aquiline noses, and bright dark eyes, were quite en- 
chanting. There was scarcely none amongst them 
who could not justly boast of more than an aver- 
age of charms. Certainly the female subjects of 
tMs petty prince are more indebted to nature, than 
even any of their fiur sisters of the rest of Italy. 
The Genose ladies are not handsome, but they 
are fond of being admired. What our immortal 
liard said of the sex in general, " Oh frailty, thy 
name is woman ! " may be aptly applied to them, 
especially amongst the higher classes, who are noted 
for their predilection to cicesbeism. Their patito or 
cavaliero servente is their shadow at church, at the 
opera, in their own houses or those of their friends; 
and in reward for his gallantry he has a general invi- 
tation to their table. These attachments are some- 
times platonic ; and the husband being absorbed in 
commercial aflairs, politics, or other avocations. 
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has OAifther time nor patience to attend to bis ymie*^ 
whims and caprices. In the north of Italy the 
wom^en are tall, ruddy, and comely ; but in every 
province there is a distinct and different style of 
beauty. The Venetians are graceful and noble ia 
their carriage ; the Romans have fine features, vind 
black eyes, with activating expressive foreheads, 
luxuriant and perfect forms, without a single de<* 
l^pt; in their proportions. 

. Th^ same evening we arrived at Nice, which is 

^eU worth a visit. For beauty of situation, plea** 

aant walks, and mildness of climate, the county 

of Ii^ice JM coii9i4ered one of the most delightful 

liipotts in Eurx^pe. Orange and lemon* trees grow^ 

p^ luxuriantly in the open air, and the rareness pf 

J9^f, or even cloudy days, convey the impression of 

1^ perpetual springi Such natural advantages at^ 

tnict n^any consumptive and other invalids firom 

£older climes, as the surrounding Alps completely 

shelter the town from the north winds^ while it is 

ctpen to the beneficial and genial influence of the 

AOttth ; and though the distant mountains are often 

covered with snow, it never lies in the plain. Here 

^berii are qo ancient monuments ; and one might 

«ay) e» an acquaintanoe of mine did at Berne on bis 

return from Italy, " Thank God, we are at length 

arrived at a place where ^here are neither churches 

nor picturjss to be seen I " This is not strictly true 

with regard to Nice, however ; and if it were, I 

should not have congratulated myself upon such 

A circumstance. The old part of Nice, like 

other antiquated towns, is irregular, with ; narrow 

streets, and shabby booses. The modem city 

is built on a regular pkn, with fine squares^ spa- 
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tUpoB HtitMStdy Slid liandsoiiie edifici^ ^iilWMHig 
alimg the i^a-coftst in a tnangnlarfofm. An de» 
fsfed ttirrace, formed by the kmg iiU roohkii^m 
Ime of Bho{)8y aboat twenty feet high, itf idudi'td- 
mired, and resorted to in winter, as a pfeaauil 
promenade ; bat at any other setMon, owibgto kt 
great exposure, the heat of tbef sun is-Mob- to«( 
powerful, eren without die reflection' o€ its rays 
from the sea. It exchides, bowerittv the abcitfe 
damp walk ornamented with a doul»l« nyw of 
trees called the Corso, iiii«»^rear^ from ^ new 
as well as frcfm the bracing sea-ain 

The well cultirated environs of Nko are prefer^ 
abl^ as a residence to the town itsdf* The aoii 
U rich, luxuriant, and verdftnt, and th# peatairtfy 
derive their chief resource from the cuhlviilioii iMf 
the ^nes, which are gracefully festooned on peach 
and' almond-treesk For noiany mflea aimmd tbi * 
bills are eovered vnth country*honses, ■ ail - punt* 
ed different colours, which give them a fivdy ap- 
pearance^ when viewed between the daric'.gi«en 
of the olive, or the brightler hue of die omnge* 
groves; This can scarcely becalied a part of ItiJjv 
audi tbfnik the hotels sfaow'the dtfft»«nee aa mudi 
aa anything else. The Hotel desEcraagera is ^ittl 
to any ki France, and superior to Italian albei^gos* 
The several Englisb families residing at Nice ge(» 
nerally take houses in the Faiaboarg of la Groix^de 
Marbre, about a nlle from the town ; aMraeted bf 
the soft balmy purity of the air, and fheexoelteifce 
of the lodging-houses, built expressly for «be tra^ 
nierous invalids who frequent the place for titer be^ 
neit of their health. Montfmllier and Nioe "were 
formerly like English' colonies ; but now the-( 
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18 ▼ery^diSereat. The one place is by qo raeans «o 
ranch Inserted to, and the other ia abandoned al* 
together* The superior attractiona which Flo* 
rehce and Naples present, in point of sodety and 
asnnsement ; and whidi Hsa or G<aioa offiws as ta 
cUaiate^ have ccmtribnted to the partial desertion 
of this d^ghtfnl spot. For my own part, how«^ 
ever, I should certainly recommend it to a valetn** 
diaanan in preference to any other place of the 
kind vHiidi I have visited on the Continent* 

One day I accompanied an acquaintance whom 
I happened to meet, dovm to Villa Franca, a small 
seaport situated on the other side of the hill. Jts 
Btrong^ fortress may defend this place for a shor| 
thne; but on the land side, it is commanded by thft 
surrounding hills. The wretched gailey-slayes (of 
whom it contMns a lai^e dep6t) lead a horrible 
life^ no dooht a just punishment for their crimes^ 
though human nature revolts at their state of snf- 
fering,— their hard labour and misery. We went on 
board the only galley in the dock, which mounted 
three long guns, and 40 oars, rowed by 120 men^ 
each diained to his station, and guarded by marines. 
The convicts are employed working on the roads 
and fortresses, as they are now seldom sent to sea* 
A few years ago, they aocnmulated to so great a 
nuBiber, that the government, having no colonies 
of its own, was compelled to transport tbem to 
Btazil) in virtue of an arrangement with Portugal^ 
by whieb means both countries gained, — the ono 
by getting cid of n|any of its worst subjects, and 
the other in acquiring some good soldiers, and 
even useful citizens, which they soon became, whmi 
removed from the scene of their former habits. 
2e2 
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On oar return to Nice, my frieod regueited 
that I woald assist him in recovering some books 
which bad been seized by the customboose-oflicera 
^n bis entering the Sardinian States a few days be- 
fore. There were not more than a dozen volumes ; 
but so particular are the authorities to prevent the 
introduction of certain books, that we had to ap- 
ply firpt to the Vicar-Generaly who certified ,that 
th^ catalogue contained no works against reltgioQ 
or morality. We then proceeded to the Prefect, 
a kin4 of judge or censor, whose functions are very 
different from those of the ancieut Bpman, or mo* 
dern French magistrate of the same name ; but 
bis signature was not deemed sufficient ; £or there 
was y^t another fonnality required, before prpr 
flucing the docutnent at the customhouse, where 
^he books were at length restored, on payment of 
some trifling fees. 

The society of this place is very good during 
the carnivpl and the winter; for, independently ^ 
the intercourse of so many foreigners among them- 
selves M that season, the Governor gives a weekly 
soiree, and occasional balls, to which strangers are 
invited. There lb also a theatre for the performance 
of Italian operas, and for public b^ls and concerts. 
The language of the people is now neither French 
jior Italian. Like their manners and character^ it 
is a mixture of bo^h. The better classes speak 
French correctly, and without any accent; but 
the lower orders have a dialect re^^mbling the 
Proven 9al patois. 

The warlike princes of the House of Savoy 
were the only Italian sovereigns who, during the 
seventeenth century, raised themselves above the 
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level of their ignorant and degenerate contem- 
poraries generally at that period plunged in ro* 
Inptaons idleness, imitating the bad example 
of the Austro- Spanish monarchs, who possessed 
more than half of Italy. These fine states (for 
e^rtainly Genoa and Piedmont deserre such de^ 
signation) hare now fallen into the feeble hands 
of a degenerate prince, a third brother, who has 
succeeded to the throne, under rather extraor** 
dtnary circumstances. The eldest brother, Charles 
£manae], abdicated in iavour of the second, Victor 
Emanuel, who, in his turn, to avoid accepting thd 
constitution which the troops wished to force 
upon him in 1822, resigned his unsteady sceptre 
to the present King, Charles Felix. The obsti* 
nate resistance which Charles opposed to innovation 
en that occasion, was not natural to a man of hi« 
easy and timid disposition. It ought ratlier to be 
ascribed to his absence from the scene of action, 
which secured him from any personal danger; 
while the large Austrian force that crossed the 
frontiers, soon succeeded in putting down an in- 
surrectionary movement the more easily, as the 
majority of the people were not ripe for free and 
liberal institutions. 

I was unintentionally present at a review of the 
troops of the garrison, on the day I left Nice in 
the diligence for Antibes. We were impeded in 
our progress by the warlike appearance of several 
regiments of infantry, and a park of artillery, who 
werQ endeavouring to take possession of a small 
fort about a league from the town, garrisoned by 
another party of Sardinian troops. My patience 
was exhausted after some hours, during which the 
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AMv-fi^UMfed; and the Geaenil^ MlMiif i ms 
M* liaf!piBr than t waa, whan the lort earroadar- 
ed. When this was accomplished, oaaehM^cnd 
irehides of idl descriptions, which had heatt de- 
triifed for so long a time, were pemittedto.paaB 
en, a happy erent for die trafreUmv and their 
drivers, who grambled sadly at the delay. I ee»- 
aoled myself, however, in the opportaoDity itaffaid- 
ed me, of aeeing a apleadid ^play of e lu g —l 
equipages, with-all the beauty and fashian ef Niae, 
attracted hy the fineness of the dayv together with 
the exhihuitting and amnnng scenes 

This coontry has a haidy and hrave popnlaitkNi, 
and pooscsBOB the BMans of keeping «p a g^Dod nri- 
Mtary force, as wett as a lespectable navy, for 
which purposes it commands ample peeuniatfy ve- 
eonroes, the finances being wfA\ managed by « 
Oeaoese, who has bfonght them into good credit* 
The revenue is estimated at about two mUKons 
sterling, and the dividends on their finnded debt 
«i« regularly paid. I believe even in time ef 
{leace its effective force is 45,000 men, and dms 
tag the war the Piedmentese troops were reckoned 
amongst the best in the French army. Their diad- 
plinehas become relaxed if tbey ars better clothed. 
My and paid ; and although their present offiMsera 
may be more noble than the French vetcnna who 
formerly commanded tbem, I question if that dfa- 
tinction would weigh much in their favour in the 
event of actual service. 

The poverty of Savoy is quite proveritiak My 
attention was attracted by the beautiful and romantie 
situation of a chateau, which stands on a oiaggy emi- 
nence overlooking a wild glen ; and there was i 
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4U8g in Hb txlerior which isdaoed me to .aak adaiiti* 
tenoe^ that I might enjoy the view. My attampty 
b^waver, was frnstrateU by a pack of savage coia, 
which guarded the dcflolate^lookiag court- yard, until 
«t length a woman, disfignred by a goitre, lud bear- 
wg every mark of penary and disease, appearofly 
and allowed me to go through the dreary maaaten, 
eren to the bedroom of its owner ; where his ua- 
swde bed and dinner-table, coveaed with « dwty 
napkin, were the most prominent objects.. At the 
l^Bfuest of another old worn-out serraat, I tasted 
the sour wine and brown bread already placed on 
the table, awaiting the chatelain's return from shoot* 
lag. The castle- walls appeared to be of enaarmous 
thickness. I passed hastily through the large Ca- 
rnal hall, with its Gothic windows said broken panes 
of glass, adorned with some worm-eaten family 
pictures, and furnished with a few nmtilated chain 
aad rickety tables, all undoubted antiques*^ The 
other rooms were numerous; but their mouldering 
waUs, and imporerished appearance, presented a 
complete .picture of indolence and ni^leat. And 
this place was the rewdeiice of a Marquis U-the 
Seigneur of the neigbbouriag country, the pea- 
santry of which had< been llie Tassals of his long 
line of ancestors in feudal times ! — On returning 
to the village, where I had taken up my tempo* 
rary abode, I expressed some surprise to my land- 
lady at the poverty-stricken air of the interior of 
his Lordship's chateau, notwithstanding its vene- 
rable turrets and dark-grey walls, which looked so 
inviting at a distance. '* Vous ne savez done pas, 
Monsieur, que nous autre Savoyards sommes tons 
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des guenz I " ^ wa» her exclamaUon. But neithe^ 
did her own appearance agree with it, nor the kind- 
treatment I met with in her house, where I ra* 
mlised most agreeably for a week. 

It was towards evening when we crossed the 
Pont*da*Var, which divides Nice from France, 
where I bade adieu to Italy, the land of music, of 
poetry, and of recollections, and which appeared 
more lovely than ever at the thought of my de- 
parture. 

Visiting the country merely for ohservation 
and amusement, it might have been as well 
had I avoided my own countrymen more than I 
did ; however, I never subjected myself to the 
iHwtraint of any regular party, as I set out with a 
determination to allow nothing to escape unex- 
amined. My short tour was indeed almost as ra- 
pid, as if I had been making the circuit of a mu- 
seum or picture-gallery. I have, hpwever, had 
80 much reason to be delighted with it, that the 
first opportunity which presents itself, shall find 
me once more in the land of the " Ducal South ; ** 
for the hours which hang heavy upon our heads in 
this country, are sure to be occupied there ; and 
certain I am, that the solitary bachelor could take no 
better means of destroying, for a season, the ennui 
of life, than by spending— .an Autumn in Italy. 

* ** You are not aware then, Sir, that we Savoyards 
are all ruined ? '* 



THE END. 



FRIKT£D BV J. HUTCHISON, y 

rOR THl HEIRS OF J), WILLI SON. ^ iS^CT 
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